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Contrasting, Conflicting, Circular, Spiral, Or Just Familiar And Reassuring? 
Rev. Allen V. Harris, Regional Minister 
 
In the Hebrew Scriptures the book of Ecclesiastes is most famous 
for its poetic discussion of the seasons of life found in Chapter 
3.  The song begins, "There is a time for everything, and a season 
for every activity under the heavens,”(vs. 1)  then it launches into 
its repetitive dyads, "a time to… and a time to…”  reminding us 
that life is filled with moments that seemingly contradict each 
other, but that are, in the writer's viewpoint, simply a natural 
ebb and flow of the way things are.  The popular song from the 
mid-1960's sung by The Byrds sealed this imagery into the minds 
of an entire generation. 
 
While I agree for the most part, I would also add that most of life 
is actually lived in the in-between time, the gray area between 
black and white.  In fact, our entire existence is spent between 
"a time to be born” and "a time to die.”  But having 
acknowledged that, I do understand the poet's point that in the 
divine economy, getting too caught up in having things one way or the other is really pointless and ultimately a 
cause of strife and despair.  Rather than worry and be anxious about all that life will give you or try to figure 
out what the Divine is thinking or doing or planning, the writer calls us to simply relax, breath deep, do our 
best, and enjoy life.  "God has made everything beautiful in its time.  God has also set eternity in the human 
heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done from beginning to end.  I know that there is nothing better for 
people than to be happy and to do good while they live.” (vss 11 & 12) 
 
I need this scriptural reminder for quite often I fall into the trap of believing – usually unconsciously – that 
somehow I am responsible for or can have an effect on what happens in life with things that are really out of 
my control.  My lifetime has been spent in prayer, meditation, and therapy dealing with my anxiety about not 
being in ultimate control.  Another poet, Emily Ann Saliers, one part of the duo Indigo Girls, reflects on this 
tendency in another way: 
 
Up on the watershed 
Standing at the fork in the road 
You can stand there and agonize 
'Til your agony's your heaviest load 
You'll never fly as the crow flies 
Get used to a country mile 
When you're learning to face 
The path at your pace 
Every choice is worth your while 
 
Finding that delicate but perfect (perhaps even faithful?) balance between relaxing into the rhythms of life 
which are out of our control while at the same time understanding our every choice, our every value, and our 
every action do have meaning and do make a difference – if only within our own souls – is the goal of life.  It 
certainly is the path to better mental health and richer and fuller relationships. 



For me this is easier to realize when I acknowledge the paradoxes of life, the conundrums if you will, are set in 
seasons whose flow brings awareness and meaning, rather than fixed points that are in opposition to one 
another or in conflict.  Certainly this awareness is better than perceiving life as one endless and meaningless 
circle or, worse yet, a downward spiral to oblivion. 
 
I suspect this is why our forebearers in the faith chose weekly and regular rituals in worship and created a 
liturgical calendar to help us know more fully and positively that what seems like meaningless repetition is, in 
fact, a familiar cycle that can bring meaning and purpose if we allow it.  We do this naturally in our own lives, 
celebrating birthdays with joy and hope, creating domestic rituals that bring comfort or a smile to our face, or 
even memorializing loved ones on the anniversary of their death as a way to keep their memories alive. 
 
My prayer as your Regional Pastor & President is that we find in the recurring patterns of church life deeper 
purpose and more sustained hope for our congregational and individual Christian lives, rather than allow the 
negative and antagonistic perspectives of the world around us to make us cynical and convince us to give up 
hope.  Even as many of our congregations (but not all!) grow smaller in numbers and our membership grows 
older, I pray that the regular rituals of being the church are not for naught, but can give us a sense of the 
rhythms of divine source of life as they have for our ancestors.  As the summer gradually comes to a close with 
its unique blend of slower schedules, vacations, summer camp and VBS, and we prepare for the program year 
filled with Sunday School, Bible Studies, and people returning to worship that we take heart that another 
season has passed and another season has begun, and that this is a very good thing, in fact, a God thing. 
 
Faithfully Yours, 
Allen 
 

 
 
2026 Christian Church in Ohio Regional Assembly 
Saturday, October 10th at Camp Christian 
Listening For God In A Noisy World: Listen. See. Do. 
 
Plan to join together with Christian Church in Ohio members, 
friends, and ministry partners for our next Regional Assembly of 
the Christian Church in Ohio!  We will again gather at our 
Regional Ministry Center at Camp Christian and celebrate the 
completion of the construction of the new pool, pool house, and 
picnic pavilion, as well as meet our new staff, thanks to the If Not 
Now, When? If Not You, Who? financial campaign.  Our business 
session will not only elect our new Regional Church Council and 
Officers, but vote on changes to our Constitution to move to an 
every three year Regional Assembly, to match the new cycle of on-
site General Assemblies. 
 
There will be Worship, Workshops, a Vender/Exhibition Area, 
Lunch, and so much more!  Registration opens at 9 a.m. and the 
Assembly takes place from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
 

Our Theme Scripture is from Philippians 4:9 (NLT) "Keep putting into practice all you learned and received from 
me—everything you heard from me and saw me doing. Then the God of peace will be with you.”  Throughout 
the day we will be invited to listen for God in an all-too-noisy world.  But we listen so that we can see the work 
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of God being made real amongst us and then go and do the work to which God in Christ calls us to 
do!  Workshops will help develop upon this theme. 
 
Registration is only $25 per person for adults and youth 12 & over; $10 (ages 3-11) – lunch included.  Please 
note: financial assistance is available, just contact the Regional Church Office.  Special programming will be 
offered for children ages 3-11, however parents must register their children ahead of time.  We regret but we 
will not be able to provide a nursery for this event. 
 
For those wishing to be a part of the Exhibition/Vender Market the Cost is $50 per table.  Please note that 
this fee helps us keep the cost of the entire event reasonable for all participants. More information about that, 
as well as sponsorship opportunities, is linked HERE. 
 
Details and Registration at https://ccinoh.com/other-pages/regional-assembly.aspx 
 
ALSO, we are seeking persons willing to donate the use of their golf carts during the Regional Assembly to help 
those with limited mobility get around the camp for the various activities.  We would need volunteers to 
transport the carts to and from Camp Christian and either volunteer to drive them or designate someone they 
trust to do so.  Please contact the Regional Church Office at ccio@ccinoh.org if you are able to donate use of 
your cart for the Regional Assembly. 
 

 
 
Regional Assembly Business Items Due August 26th 
 
The Bylaws of the Christian Church in Ohio allows for business items or resolutions to be submitted by 
congregations or instrumentalities (Commissions, Committees, and Standing Committees) of the Christian 
Church in Ohio.  They must be submitted to the Executive Committee at least 45 days prior to the Regional 
Assembly.  Since our 2026 Regional Assembly will be Saturday, October 10th the deadline for submission is 
Wednesday, August 26th by 5 p.m. 
 
The Regional Church Council will be forwarding both the nominations for the Regional Church Council and 
Officers of the Regional Church Council as well as a proposal for a Constitutional Amendment to reflect the 
move of the General Church from a biennium to a triennium.  All business items will be sent to all 
congregations in the required manner stated in the Constitution. 
 
Here is the language in our Regional Church Bylaws for business items and resolutions: 
ARTICLE I – BUSINESS PROCEDURES FOR REGIONAL ASSEMBLY Section 1. 
 
Business items or resolutions for the Regional Assembly may be presented by Congregations or 
instrumentalities of the Christian Church in Ohio (Disciples of Christ) forty-five (45) days prior to the convening 
of the Assembly. Those business items or resolutions will be published to congregations and instrumentalities 
of the Christian Church in Ohio no later than fifteen (15) days prior to the Assembly. 
 
Emergency resolutions submitted by or through the Executive Committee of the Regional Church Council will 
be available for review at the Assembly. 
 
Section 2. Ordained and Commissioned Ministers having standing in the Christian Church in Ohio (Disciples of 
Christ) and laity who are participating members of local congregations in the Christian Church in Ohio 
(Disciples of Christ) shall have voting rights in the business sessions of the Regional Assembly. 

https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2657&m=2787&nl=5&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=17029&l=-https--www.ccinoh.com/media/479263/regional_assembly_exhibitor_sponsorship_application_2026___fill_in_pdf.pdf
https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2657&m=2787&nl=5&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=17028&l=-https--ccinoh.com/other-pages/regional-assembly.aspx
mailto:ccio@ccinoh.org


Listening For God - And Responding With Care 
 
The theme of this year's Regional Assembly is "Listening 
for God in a Noisy World.” As we gather to worship, 
learn, and listen together, we will also have an 
opportunity to respond to what we hear by assembling 
Personal Hygiene Kits for people affected by disasters. 
 
The Disaster Response Team invites congregations 
throughout the Christian Church in Ohio to collect and 
bring—or send—the supplies needed for these kits. 
Regional Assembly participants will then be invited to 
assemble the kits on October 10. In a world filled with 
noise, suffering, and uncertainty, this simple act of 
service can become one way we listen for God's voice 
and respond to the needs of our neighbors. 
 
Our challenge is to collect enough of each of the ten required items to assemble complete kits. Please follow 
the list carefully. Each kit must contain the same items, ensuring that every recipient receives the same 
measure of dignity, care, and support. 
 
Each Personal Hygiene Kit Includes: 

• One 1-gallon resealable plastic bag 
• One washcloth 
• One toothbrush, kept in its original packaging 
• One fingernail or toenail clipper, removed from packaging 
• One bath-size bar of soap, kept in its original packaging 
• One travel-size deodorant, 3.4 ounces or less and non-aerosol 
• One travel-size lotion, 3.4 ounces or less, fragrance-free and new 
• One travel-size shampoo, 3.4 ounces or less and new 
• One travel-size toothpaste, 3.4 ounces or less, with at least one year remaining before expiration 
• One sturdy, wide-tooth comb, at least six inches long and removed from packaging 
• Congregations and individuals are also invited to contribute $2 per kit to support shipping and 

processing costs. 
 
Sometimes listening for God leads us into silence and prayer. Sometimes it leads us to notice the suffering 
around us. And sometimes it leads us to roll up our sleeves and serve. By collecting supplies and assembling 
these kits, we offer practical care, dignity, and hope to neighbors facing difficult and uncertain circumstances. 
 
Questions may be directed to: 
Kevin Gehres 
Disaster Response Coordinator 
gehreskb@gmail.com 
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Ohio Women's Ministry Retreat August 29th 
 
Theme: Together We Are Awesome!  
A day of reflection, refreshment, fellowship, and worship.  
Breakfast & Registration will be from 8am - 9am  
Event concludes at 4:00pm  
At Camp Christian 10335 Maple Dell Rd., Marysville, Ohio  
 
Featuring Retreat Leader the Rev. Dr. Christal Williams 
 
Dr. Williams is a proud native of Cleveland, Ohio, whose prophetic voice proclaims God's love, grace, and 
reconciliation for all humanity. She embodies this message through her life's work as a pastoral pioneer, 
mentor, spiritual administrator, and intentional leader. 
 
A graduate of the Cleveland School of the Performing Arts with a concentration on Vocal Music and Theory, Dr. 
Williams earned a Bachelor of Science degree from Jarvis Christian University in Hawkins, Texas, a Master of 
Divinity from Christian Theological Seminary in Indianapolis, Indiana, and a Doctor of Ministry from United 
Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio. 
 
Ordained at Southport Christian Church in Indianapolis, Dr. Williams currently serves as the Regional Minister 
for the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Indiana, where she made history as the first woman to hold this 
position. 
 
Read Dr. Williams full bio HERE. 
 
To register fill out the attached form and send it with your check (made payable to Christian Church in Ohio) to: 
10335 Maple Dell Road, Marysville, Ohio 43040. You can also register online 
at https://ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/ohio-womens-ministries.aspx. 
 
Cost:   $45.00 Pre-Registration: Per person, includes the Event as well as Breakfast and Lunch  
            $50.00 Onsite/Day of Registration 
            $35.00 (Optional) Add overnight at Camp August 28th  
 

 
 
Disciples Fellowship Retreat 
Labor Day Weekend: September 4-6 
at Camp Christian 
 
For All Ages! 
Saturday Only Attendance Available 
Scholarships Available 
 
Theme: Disciples Fellowship Retreat Goes Global 
 
Jennifer Shook from Global Ministries will be on hand to share how the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) partners with ministries around 
the world. She will tell stories of how God's work is being done through 
organizations in communities in over 90 countries. Campers will have 
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the opportunity to see the work of the church on a global scale and learn about ways to get involved with 
mission work. 
 
What a great way to get away from the hustle and bustle of your everyday life and enjoy the out-of-doors! 
Spend a weekend with God and friends (both old and new) and go home feeling refreshed and relaxed. This is 
a great opportunity for you to come and experience camp, whether you have grown up here or are a first-time 
camper. It's also a great chance for younger children to see what camp is like. And, if you've ever been a 
counselor, now it's your turn to just "be a camper”!!!! Hope to see you soon!! 
 
For more information and registration, please see the attached PDF, or go 
to https://ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/disciples-fellowship.aspx. 
 

 
 

Lay Preaching Academy 
 
PURPOSE: To provide some tools to assist laypersons in 
researching and writing a sermon.  
Led by Rev. Philip Hunt, a pastor of 47 years in the Disciples of 
Christ and has had standing in the UCC. Rev. Hunt serves as a 
Regional Elder for the Christian Church in Ohio. 
 
WHEN:  Saturday, September 12th from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 
WHERE: Central Christian Church (Disciples of Christ and UCC) 
731 Main Street, Coshocton, Ohio 
 
REGISTRATION: By September 5th  
Email your name, congregation and phone # to Rev. Hunt at 
phunt3@roadrunner.com 

 
The event itself is FREE.  Lunch will be provided and there will be a free-will offering to help cover the cost. 
 
PREPARATION: Read Matthew 18:21-35, the Gospel lectionary lesson for September 13th.  Some resources will 
be provided to assist small groups to write a brief sermon by the end of the day. 
 

 
 
Heartland Conference Lantern Fellowship Again Welcomes Disciple Women 
September 18-20 at Camp Christian 
 
Lantern Fellowship retreats are for all women of the Heartland Conference United Church of Christ, but 
Christian Church in Ohio women are invited as well!  Whether you've been to a retreat or not, we welcome you 
to this sacred space! 
 
See the attached registration PDF and/or click HERE for more information and registration.   
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Domestic & Intimate Partner Violence Prevention Training 
Saturday, October 3rd 
 

The Christian Church in Ohio is hosting a special workshop dealing 
with domestic/intimate partner violence awareness and prevention. 
It will be on Saturday, October 3rd from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and 
will be held at Camp Christian. 
 

*ATTENTION CLERGY! 
*Christian Church in Ohio (Disciples of Christ) Clergy who are in need 
of renewing their Clergy Healthy Boundary training and who have 
ALREADY COMPLETED the basic Boundary Training course may count 
this training for their renewal.  Renewal for Healthy Boundaries is 
every 5 years. If you are unsure if you are eligible for this option, 
please email ccio@ccinoh.org. 
 

This training is still open to ANYONE who wants to attend, we just 
wanted to highlight this option for Clergy as well. 
 

The Rev. Dr. C.J. Koen has designed and will be facilitating this 
workshop and training. 
 

Training for increased identification of victims of domestic violence 
and increased referrals to specialist domestic violence agencies and advocacy programs. 
 

The full registration form is attached to this email, and is also available with online registration 
at: https://ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx?events=16341&action=details 
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4th Annual Climate Summit at Camp Christian 
Saturday, October 3rd 
 
Save the Date and Spread the word for our 4th 
Annual Climate Summit at Camp 
Christian: Saturday, October 3, 10am-4:pm 
 
The Heartland Conference of the UCC is proud to 
present our 4th Annual Climate Action Summit 
on Saturday, October 3rd, from 10:00-4:00 at 
Camp Christian in Marysville, Ohio (near 
Columbus).  The summit is an interfaith 
event.  All are welcome! 
 

FEATURED THIS YEAR: 
This year, with an emphasis on strategies for building community relationships toward meaningful climate 
action, we are pleased to welcome Pastor Ryan Grace as our keynote on the topic "Caring ABOUT Creation vs 
Caring FOR Creation", motivating church leaders to inspire the kind of faith community that cares for both 
people and the plant in very tangible ways.  
 
Mariellyn Grace, Director of Mission Engagement and trainer for UMC Creation Care Ministries, will facilitate 
engaging activities that lift the keynote to practical heights. 
 
After lunch and time in nature, our afternoon will be facilitated by programming staff of the Community Life 
Collaborative for northeast Ohio. This nonprofit represents a unique approach to elevating environmental 
justice, beginning with local partnerships. They will support us in taking steps for building relationships that 
lead to mutual action. 
 
Registration details and a flyer of the day's activities will be coming soon. In the meantime, please save the 
date and spread the good news!!! 
 

 
(Please note: The two above events will be happening concurrently at Camp Christian. We apologize if you 
wanted to participate in both.) 

 
 
August Network Meetings 
 
The Christian Church in Ohio is partnering with the Heartland Conference of the United Church of Christ to do 
expanded mission and ministry through a series of Networks. Below you will see the August Network 
gatherings.  
 
For more information about each of these and/or if you have any questions, please 
email networks@heartlanducc.org. 
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Family Ministry  
When Nobody Has Time 
A Family Ministry Webinar sponsored by the Congregational Renewal 
Team of the Christian Church in Ohio (Disciples of Christ) 
 

Tuesday, September 22nd 
6:30–8:00 p.m. 
Free Event via Zoom 

 

Family ministry matters—but in today’s world, the honest question is 
often, “Who has the time?” Families are busy. Congregational leaders are 
stretched. Volunteers are tired. And yet, the call to nurture faith across 
generations remains both important and possible. 
 

Whether your congregation is working to strengthen an active family 
ministry, struggling to maintain one, or hoping to create something new, 
this webinar is for you. 
 

Join Rev. Dr. Olivia Bryan Updegrove—mom, minister, author, and creator of Faith Tutors—and Kimberly Paul—
mom, educator, and Director of Children and Youth Ministries at FCC-Zanesville—for a practical and 
encouraging conversation about why family ministry matters and how congregations can faithfully support 
families today. 
 
Olivia and Kim will share from their training, hands-on ministry experience, and personal perspectives of 
raising families in today’s culture. Together, we will explore how congregations can nurture faith across 
generations, build meaningful relationships with families, and create ministries that help children, youth, 
parents, and caregivers grow in faith. 
 

Come be encouraged, inspired, and equipped for the holy work of family ministry. 
 
Register by clicking HERE 

https://www.progressivefaithathome.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/IpDZah7nTayrHhQMPJvvTQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/IpDZah7nTayrHhQMPJvvTQ


Fifth Christian Church of Cleveland Celebrates Annual Community Outreach Day August 15th 
Fifth Christian Church, 14109 Benwood Ave., Cleveland, OH 44128-1843 
 

 



Northwest Christian Church Hosts Renown Musician, Ken Medema, 
For Concert 
 
Attached is a flyer for an event being held at Northwest Christian on 
Friday, September 11, 2026 at 7:00 p.m..   
 
Ken Medema, who is a singer, songwriter, and pianist, will offer a 
concert that is open to all.  A freewill offering will be taken to support 
Interlude Retreats.  
 
To find out more about Ken, go online to 
https://www.kenmedema.com/.   
 
Please share and help to promote this event.  If you have any 
questions, please contact the church at office@northwestchristian.org 
 

 
 
Two Sisters Offer Fundraising Concert At Gender Road Christian Church 
Sunday, October 4th 
Benefiting Nationwide Children's Hospital and Camp Christian 
Gender Road Christian Church, 5336 Gender Rd., Canal Winchester, OH 43110 
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If Not Now, When? If Not You, Who? Campaign Update 
 
Earlier in June, Rev. Harris received this wonderful note from 
a grateful grandfather: 
 

"Dear Rev. Harris, 
 

     My granddaughter… attended Camp Christian for the first 
time this year.  She had a great time, and she's wanting 
more.  She is already talking about returning next year, all the 
way from [out of state], and may bring a friend. 
 

     I wanted to thank you and the Christian Church in Ohio for 
providing [my granddaughter] a scholarship that helped 
make it happen.  Who knows, we/you may have planted a 
seed. 
 

Blessings and Love 
[Signed]” 
 
The many ministries of the Christian Church in Ohio clearly 
inspire and transform lives in powerful ways, and one of the 
primary means of doing this is through the faith formation 
and spiritual nurture we offer through Camp Christian.  And yet every ministry of the Christian Church in Ohio 
can only be offered through the resources of generous individuals and communities of faith.  Our If Not Now, 
When? If Not You, Who? financial campaign is designed to not only solidify the primary asset for ministry of 
the Regional Church, our 79-acre Ohio Regional Ministry Center at Camp Christian, but to expand its capacity 
for mission and ministry exponentially.  
 
As of the end of June, 2026 we have received nearly $1.2 million in gifts, with an additional $250,000 pledged 
(not counting many pledges made through individual congregations) toward our $2.6 million goal.  Every single 
congregation that has fully engaged in a mini-campaign for this endeavor has oversubscribed its goal!  We 
have already realized several incredible achievements due to your generosity, including the hiring of a part-
time Regional Bookkeeper and an Administrative Assistant for Vocational Ministry, and the pool, pool house & 
bathrooms, and picnic pavilion are nearing completion.  Additionally, all three of our outreach projects have 
received funds, including Hiram Farm, Disciples Overseas Ministries, and the Center's H.O.P.E. Campus 
(formerly The Cleveland Christian Home).  
 
If your congregation has not yet participated in a mini-campaign, please contact our Campaign Coordinator, 
the Rev. Jim Bane, at jwbane@hotmail.com or 330-671-6026.  If you would like to give a donation or start a 
recurring gift, please go online to https://www.ccinoh.com/other-pages/campaign-donation-if-not-now-
when.aspx and do so.  Or, to enroll or increase your recurring giving we ask that you fill out and return the 
authorization form (LINKED HERE.)  Once received, we will update your records to reflect your desired 
changes.  If you have questions or need further information about giving/pledging, please contact our Regional 
Bookkeeper, Lisa Lautenschlager at LLautenschlager@ccinoh.org 
 
What your gift will make possible will be to impact the lives of our granddaughters, and grandsons, and so 
many more near and far, so that they can experience the love of God, the call of Christ, and the empowerment 
of the Holy Spirit in their hearts, minds, and souls in new and wondrous ways.  Thank you for your gift! 
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Free Store at Camp Christian FitFix and Love Thy Neighbor 
Outreach 
 
The FitFix ambassadors hosted a pool party to collect 
donations for back to school boxes for local teen girls. We 
had such an amazing collection, we were able to use 
donated funds to buy every teen a new pair of shoes 
too!  We are thrilled to help our teens start a new school 
year off with these special gifts.  We also will deliver food 
boxes and blankets for those who requested them! We will 
fill our feminine hygiene caddies in the stalls of the girls' 
restrooms before the start of the school year.   
 
Thank you for your support and to all those who donated! 

 
If you would like to donate to our Love Thy Neighbor program,  you can access our Amazon wishlist here: 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3ILHD6TKQRT7O?ref_=wl_share 
 
And/or make a monetary donation through the Christian Church in Ohio at https://ccinoh.com/donation.aspx 
(Selecting from the dropdown options "Love Thy Neighbor/Free Store”) 
 

 
 
 
Older Adult Ministries and Silver Chalice 
Ministries 
 
Did you know Older Adult Ministries and Silver 
Chalice have become a denominational ministry? 
 
Our growing numbers of individuals and 
congregations indicate great relevancy and 
interest in this vital ministry. You can sign up to 
receive their free e-newsletter at https://www.nbacares.org/older-adult-ministry-e-newsletter-signup/ 
 
You can follow the ideas and opportunities shared in their Facebook group 
at https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61581121914141 
 
Please share the good word along to others in your church and community!  
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Julie Cory And Beth Gedert Attend Worship Conference 
 

Rev. Julie Cory and Rev. Beth Gedert were privileged to spend 
three days in July at the Conference on Worship, Theology, 
and the Arts at St. Olaf College as part of the Nourishing 
Vocation Project, thanks to a generous Lily Foundation grant. 
 

Here's what they had to say about their experience: 
 

     "I love a good conference, one where worship is inspiring 
and learning sessions are filled with new ideas! In July, along 
with my pastor, friend and colleague the Rev. Beth Gedert 
from Zion UCC in Delaware, OH, I was privileged to attend the 
2026 Conference on Worship, Theology, and the Arts (CWTA), 
sponsored by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America.  CWTA is a biannual conference held on the beautiful campus of St. Olaf College in Northfield, 
MN.  This year's theme was: Nourishing Vocation: Every Time, Every Age, Every Place.  It provided attendees 
with opportunities to explore creative ways to nourish vocation in adults and children, by engaging in 
imaginative worship and study.  This year, we used a new worship liturgy -- The Living Voice of Creation -- 
which some of us will be implementing in our congregations over the coming year.    
 

     For the last three years, Rev. Gedert has been leading Zion UCC through the Nourishing Vocation Project (a 
Lily funded grant through St. Olaf) and this past year I began to lead our children through the children's part 
called WOW: Wonders of Worship.  This was designed to engage our youngest members in the worship life of 
the church.  We have had fun learning about different elements of worship and how they are linked together to 
the whole worship experience.  Both WOW and the Nourishing Vocation Project have allowed our congregation 
to grow in our understanding of how worship, music and creative arts open us to God's presence and call.  And 
as a bonus, over the course of the 2024 and 2026 conferences, Rev. Gedert and I have met some great pastors 
and lay folks from across the country.  We have enjoyed the time on this beautiful campus and have been filled 
and nourished by the worship experiences and learning opportunities.  If you would like more information you 
can go to stolaf.edu/cwta for more information. 
 

Rev. Julie Cory” 
 
     "One of the many things I value about the United Church of Christ is our deep commitments to ecumenical 
life. I experienced that in abundance at the Conference on Worship Theology and the Arts at St. Olaf College 
(Northfield, MN) in July. Not only did I get some quality time with my dear friend and colleague Rev. Julie Cory, 
but also we got to experience together the liturgy and rituals of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA). I spend most of my time in UCC or DOC spaces, and I was glad to be reminded of the vibrant faith of our 
siblings in the ELCA. Their different practices and convictions enriched me over three days of worship and 
workshops and conversations and way too much food! We Christians are always glad to be around the table 
together. 
 

     Our participation in the Nourishing Vocation Project and the Nourishing Vocation with Children Project have 
been life-giving for our congregation as we explore the questions: Who are we called to be? What are we called 
to do? Why are we here? All of those resources, as well as our travel to and experience of CWTA, have been 
provided through the Lutheran Center for Faith, Values, and Community at St. Olaf College, generously funded 
by two grants from Lilly Endowment Inc. 
 

Rev. Beth Gedert, Lead Pastor 
(she/hers) 
Zion United Church of Christ” 
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Andrew Garner Called As New Director Of Music 
Ministry At Northwest Christian Church 
Written by Northwest Christian Church Leadership 
 
We are thrilled to welcome Andrew Garner as our new 
Director of Music Ministry! 
 
Andrew brings a wealth of experience, enthusiasm, and 
a passion for bringing people together through music. 
Most recently, he spent 13 years as the Director of 
Choral Music at Dublin Coffman High School. 
 
At Northwest Christian, Andrew looks forward to continuing our tradition of meaningful music in worship while 
expanding the styles of music we experience and creating new opportunities for all ages - especially our 
youngest members. He will lead our choirs and musical ensembles and provide musical accompaniment during 
worship. 
 
Andrew's first official Sunday with us is July 26, but you may have already heard his beautiful arrangement of 
"Crowded Table” during last Sunday's special music! 
 
Please join us in giving Andrew a warm Northwest Christian welcome! We are so excited to have him as part of 
our church family. 
 

 
 

First Christian Church of McArthur Recognized 
As Vinton County Historical Site 
Written by First Christian Church, McArthur 
Leadership 
 
Hello Friends! Something great happened at First 
Christian Church in McArthur, Ohio this morning. 
The Vinton County Historical Society recognized 
the building as a county historical site, having 
been built in 1862. 
 

Our church received quite the honor this morning during service. Carolyn Kurnot from Alice's House and the 
VC Historical Society joined us for service and presented the church with a beautiful plaque naming our church 
a Vinton County Historical Site. We were surprised an so very honored to receive this plaque. Carolyn gave a lil 
history on our church and then she presented the plaque to Pastor Joy Omslaer and Board President an 
member of our church Linda Griffy. Our church would like to thank Alice's House and the Vinton County 
Historical Society for this honor and plaque, we would like to thank Carolyn Kurnot for coming and presenting 
us the plaque and joining us for service and a special thank you goes out to Ron Baxter for nominating our 
church. 
 

 
 
 
 



First Christian Church Of Mansfield Seeking New Home For Items 
 

First Christian Church of Mansfield has several items for which 
they are looking for a new home. The photo is a picture of the 
items they have in abundance, and would like to another 
Congregation should they wish to have them: 
- 45 Hymnals 
- 11 Offering Trays 
- 2 Small Offering Trays 
- 17 Children's Choir Robes 
- 17 Red Neckties 
- 1 Red/White Child's size scarf  
 

If you are interested in any or all of these items, please contact 
Sandy Stout, Secretary, First Christian via Email: 
Mansfield1stcc1833@gmail.com 
 

 
 
First Christian Church Of Stow Takes Advantages Of Holiday Crowds, Offers 
Photo Op! 
 

The First Christian Church of Stow provided a wonderful and fun opportunity 
to celebrate Independence Day on the Fourth of July by providing a "photo op” 
spot on the steps of their beautiful and historic church building.  
 

Inviting visitors to drop by for a photo "between the pancakes and the parade” 
they provided a beautiful location complete with red geraniums and an 
American flag.  
 

The Rev. Jonathon Rumburg is Pastor of the congregation. 
 
 

 
 
Harmony Springs Christian Church Hosts Guns To Gardens 
Event In Akron 
Written by Harmony Springs Christian Church Leadership 
 

Greetings from Harmony Springs Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) and Harmony Grows Garden! The growing gun violence 
epidemic has stirred us to move beyond thoughts and prayers 
toward a real effort to reduce gun violence in our community. 
We are hosting our 3rd annual "Guns to Gardens" Safe 
Disposal Event on Saturday, September 12, 2026, from 11 a.m. 
- 1 p.m. The event will be held in the parking lot of the Rubber 
City Radio Group, located at 1795 W. Market Street, Akron, 
OH. We are hoping this location, with its high visibility in the 
community and the support of the radio stations to promote our event, will bring in more guns this year.  This 
apolitical event allows community members to voluntarily and anonymously surrender unwanted guns. The 
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guns are safely dismantled on-site and the parts are made into garden tools, symbolizing the words of the 
prophet Isaiah, "They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks". Again, this 
year we are partnering with blacksmiths from Uggla's Night Forge. They will be on-site, creating tools and 
works of art from the dismantled gun parts. We believe that by taking direct action, we can help ensure that 
unwanted guns are never used to harm. Gift cards for gas or groceries are given to participants as a thank you. 
 

We invite you and your congregation to join us at the event to 
show our collective support for a safer community. We would 
also be happy to share our vision and details with your church, 
women's or men's group, class, or special program. By working 
together with other area churches, we can explore organizing 
similar events across our region. Your support of this "Guns to 
Gardens" event provides a positive, life-affirming way to take 
action to reduce gun violence in our communities. 

 

For more information or to make a donation to the event, please reach out to us at g2g@harmonygrows.org. 
 

You can learn more and/or make a donation online at harmonygrows.org/gunstogardens. 
 

 
 

Ohio Disciples Welcome New DCEF Advisor: Rev. Landon Wilcox 
 

Landon Wilcox serves as a Building and Capital Services Advisor with Disciples 
Church Extension Fund, where he partners with congregations as they discern 
how their facilities, resources, and long-term planning can support the 
mission God has given them. An ordained minister with experience across a 
variety of ministry settings, Landon previously served as Senior Pastor of 
Bethany Christian Church in Fort Washington, Maryland, and has also served 
in youth ministry and chaplaincy contexts. Throughout his ministry, he has 
been committed to helping congregations engage their communities, 
cultivate spiritual growth, and faithfully respond to God's call in their unique 
settings. 
 

Landon holds a Bachelor of Arts in Religious Studies from the University of 
Lynchburg and a Master of Divinity from the University of Chicago Divinity 
School, where his studies included theology, theological ethics, and spiritual care. His formation and ministry 
experience have equipped him to work with diverse groups across theological, cultural, and organizational 
contexts, and he values the ecumenical relationships that strengthen the Church's witness. Landon is 
passionate about empowering congregations to pursue innovative and faithful ministry, believing that healthy 
churches are best positioned to serve their communities and share the good news of Jesus Christ. He lives in 
Delaware with his wife and their son, whom they welcomed in the spring of 2026. 
 

Reverend Landon P. Wilcox, M.Div. 
Building & Capital Services Advisor 
Disciples Church Extension Fund 
P.O. Box 7030, Indianapolis, IN 46204 
o: 317.713.2542 | c: 317.683.4970 
lwilcox@disciplescef.org 
disciplescef.org | newwaysdcef.org | newchurchministry.org 
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Festival of Sharing: Share Hope with CWS (Church World 
Service) Kits! 
 
Each year across Ohio, hundreds of compassionate people come 
together to support neighbors in need through the Festival of 
Sharing. This ecumenical ministry invites congregations to 
assemble and donate CWS Kits—providing vital supplies to 
families facing crisis and hardship. 
 
You can find all the latest packing lists 
here: fosohio.org/assembling-kits 
 
Drop-off options: 

• Kit Depots open across Ohio, including several Disciples 
Congregations: 
Click HERE to find a depot near you and get information about their drop off times 

• Camp Christian (no later than October 1st) 
o Please contact gehreskb@gmail.com or DStonebraker-Martinez@ccinoh.org to schedule drop 

off day and time. 
• Festival of Sharing Central Ohio Drop-Off: 

First Community Church – North Campus 
377 Dublin Road, Columbus, OH 43221 
Friday, October 2nd (3–5 PM) and Saturday, October 3rd (9–11 AM) 

 
Thank you for sharing your love and compassion through CWS Kits. Together, we're bringing hope when it's 
needed most! 
 
For more information about the Festival of Sharing, go to https://fosohio.org/ 
 
For more information about Church World Service Kits, go to https://cwskits.org/ 
 

 
 

Register and/or show your support for the 2026 CRIS 5K! 
 
Make plans now to attend the 13th Annual CRIS 5K and Community-
Wide Event on Saturday, October 3rd, downtown Columbus at Genoa 
Park! 
 
Sign up to Walk, Run, and/or Support the event at: crisohio.org/5k 
 
Join the live and in-person event on Saturday, October 3rd, or 
virtually between Saturday, October 3rd, and Sunday, October 4th, 
2026, to complete your 5K run or walk as we celebrate CRIS's mission 
and our community. 
 
At a time when refugee and immigrant communities face growing 

challenges, the CRIS 5K is a powerful way to show that Central Ohio remains a place where all people are 
welcomed, supported, and given the chance to thrive. 
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Several DOC folks have already signed up, we hope you will join them!! 
 

You can make a donation supporting someone, or a team participating in the 5K 
at https://runsignup.com/Race/Donate/OH/Columbus/CRIS5K 
 

Community Refugee & Immigration Services (CRIS) is an independent non-profit organization that serves the 
growing refugee and immigrant populations in Central Ohio. Our various programs have dedicated staff 
members from around the world who speak many different languages. Among other things, we are a refugee 
resettlement agency, meaning we have a contract with the Department of State to directly receive and place 
refugees in our community. In partnership with Church World Service, we resettle individuals and families from 
all over the world. 
 

 
 
Caring for the Earth: Stories from Faith Communities 
6 Part Virtual Film Screening 
 
Sign up now for virtual screenings of the film 
series: Caring for the Earth: Stories from Faith 
Communities! 
 
Created for pastors and faith leaders of all ages. 
We will watch each film over the 6 weeks and then 
hear directly from the powerful faith leaders featured in the films. 
 
Wednesdays from September 2nd through October 7th 2:00 pm- 2:45 pm Eastern Time 
 
Register by clicking HERE! 
 

 
 
Plan NOW to attend the Camp Christian Christmas Market 
and Celebration 
 
As it was just "Christmas in July” we thought it was the perfect 
day to remind you about the annual Camp Christian Christmas 
Market and Celebration. 
 
It will be a fun-filled day of shopping featuring a wide variety 
of arts and craft vendors, small businesses, and yard sale 
booths. PLUS there will be festive family activities, cookie 
decorating, live Christmas music, crafts for kids, gift wrapping, 
concessions, s'mores, a photo booth for holiday pictures and 
MORE!! 
 
We hope that you will mark your calendar NOW and plan to 
attend! 
 
Vender applications will be available soon. 
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