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2026 Christian Church in Ohio Regional Assembly 
Saturday, October 10th at Camp Christian 
Listening For God In A Noisy World: Listen. See. Do. 
 
Plan to join together with Christian Church in Ohio 
members, friends, and ministry partners for our next 
Regional Assembly of the Christian Church in 
Ohio!  We will again gather at our Regional Ministry 
Center at Camp Christian and celebrate the 
completion of the construction of the new pool, pool 
house, and picnic pavilion, as well as meet our new 
staff, thanks to the If Not Now, When? If Not You, 
Who? financial campaign.  Our business session will 
not only elect our new Regional Church Council and 
Officers, but vote on changes to our Constitution to 
move to an every three year Regional Assembly, to 
match the new cycle of on-site General Assemblies. 
 
There will be Worship, Workshops, a 
Vender/Exhibition Area, Lunch, and so much 
more!  Registration opens at 9 a.m. and the Assembly 
takes place from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
 
Our Theme Scripture is from Philippians 4:9 (NLT) 
"Keep putting into practice all you learned and received from me—everything you heard from me and saw me 
doing. Then the God of peace will be with you.”  Throughout the day we will be invited to listen for God in an 
all-too-noisy world.  But we listen so that we can see the work of God being made real amongst us and then go 
and do the work to which God in Christ calls us to do!  Workshops will help develop upon this theme. 
 
Registration is only $25 per person for adults and youth 12 & over; $10 (ages 3-11) – lunch included.  Please 
note: financial assistance is available, just contact the Regional Church Office.  Special programming will be 
offered for children ages 3-11, however parents must register their children ahead of time.  We regret but we 
will not be able to provide a nursery for this event. 
 
 
For those wishing to be a part of the Exhibition/Vender Market the Cost is $50 per table.  Please note that 
this fee helps us keep the cost of the entire event reasonable for all participants. More information about that, 
as well as sponsorship opportunities, is linked HERE. 
 
To register, please go online to: https://ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx?events=16073&action=details 
 
ALSO, we are seeking persons willing to donate the use of their golf carts during the Regional Assembly to help 
those with limited mobility get around the camp for the various activities.  We would need volunteers to 
transport the carts to and from Camp Christian and either volunteer to drive them or designate someone they 
trust to do so.  Please contact the Regional Church Office at ccio@ccinoh.org if you are able to donate use of 
your cart for the Regional Assembly. 
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Clergy & Spouse Gathering Sponsored By The Congregational Renewal Team 
October 9th 

An accompaniment event to the Regional Assembly 
 

Start gathering at 3:30 at Camp Christian 
It's kind of a ReUnion! 

It's kind of a Private Party! 
It's a chance to Reflect and Dream! 

It's a chance to share a meal and laugh a little 
It's a time for US! 

 
Rev Harris will lead us in time of Reflecting and Dreaming 

about Regional Ministry!  Afterall, we have a unique perspective! 
 

We will gather for dinner and fellowship! 
 

Okay…this is the real highlight and the part we all need–FRIEND TIME! 
 

THEN! To top it all off! 
Mark Harris (pictured) 

"The Preacher…who just happens to sing in bars!” 
will Entertain for a bit! 

 
Please note: Registration for the Clergy & Spouse Gathering is part of the Regional Assembly registration form, 
but you do not need to attend both if you are not able. 
 

 
 
Remaining Camps and Conferences at Camp Christian This Summer 
 
Even though we are half way through the Summer, there are still a few 
more camps, conferences, and retreats coming up.  All of the 
registration forms for the various weeks of camp as well as the health 
and scholarship forms and information are linked directly through our 
Regional Church website at https://www.ccinoh.com/camp-
christian/summer-programs/form-downloads-and-links.aspx. 
 
As with previous years, there are abundant scholarships available. We 
don't want cost to ever be a reason someone doesn't come to 
Camp.  Scholarship forms are available on the same website. 
 
We have an opportunity for spiritual growth and faithful fun for people of ALL AGES!  Our remaining 2026 
Summer Program Season includes: 
 
Chi Rho Camp Corinth: NEXT WEEK  July 12th – 18th at Camp Christian 
For Youth who just completed 6th, 7th, or 8th grade (Spring/Summer 2026) 
 
CYF Conference Week #2: July 19th – 25th at Camp Christian 
For Youth who just completed 9th, 10th, 11th or 12th grade (Spring/Summer 2026) 
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Advance Ministries Summer Conference: July 26th – August 2nd at Camp Christian 
For all adults ages 19 to 30 (at least 1 year out of high school.) 
 
Disciples Fellowship Retreat (DFR): Labor Day Weekend, September 4th – 6th at Camp Christian 
For All Ages - more details coming soon for this retreat! 
 
Aren't you so relieved to know that you haven't missed the chance to sign up for an incredible opportunity for 
fun and friendship, Bible Study and worship, singing and s'mores, ping pong and grilled cheese sandwiches, 
long talks and long walks with mentors and sages?  Relax!  Take a deep breath, and follow the link to sign up 
today! 
 
We look forward to seeing all of you at one of our camps, conferences, or retreats at beautiful Camp Christian, 
so please share these forms and information with anyone and everyone you know who may be interested in 
coming to camp!  See you soon! 
 
P.S. Oh, and you don't have to be a member of a Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) congregation, or really 
any church, to attend one of our summer camps, conferences, or retreats.  So please invite your neighbors, 
coworkers, and family!  
 

 
 
General Assembly 2026 
Virtual Event: July 10th and 11th 
 
THIS Friday and Saturday 
 
For all of the details and 
registration, go to 
https://ga.disciples.org/ 
 
The whole church throughout the 
United States and Canada is invited to attend General Assembly 2026, taking place July 10–11. Rooted in 
Ephesians 3:14–21, this gathering invites the Stone-Campbell tradition of today and tomorrow to be grounded 
in the love of God that surpasses knowledge and barriers, calling the Christian Church to set a bigger table that 
extends beyond previous capacity. More than just a series of meetings, General Assembly is a covenantal table 
for education, discussion, worship, business, fellowship, and action, where each congregation is encouraged to 
boldly claim its place in shaping the life and ministry of the church. 
 
Guided by the theme BEYOND: Love Surpassing, the two-day General Assembly will unfold as a shared journey 
of worship, learning, and connection. Each day will include times of inspiring worship, meaningful dialogue, 
and opportunities to engage in the work and witness of the church. Together, participants will move beyond 
boundaries, deepening relationships and exploring how God's expansive love calls us into faithful action. 
 
We hope you'll join with other Disciples for this meaningful time of worship, learning, and connection! 
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Nominations Sought For Regional Church Council Triennium 
 

Dear Regional Church Leaders, 
 

This is a very exciting time in the life of the Christian Church in Ohio. Our 
wonderful Regional Minister and President, Rev. Allen Harris, is just beginning 
his sixth year of service. Regional and Camp finances have stabilized, and two 
new part-time staff have joined Rev. Harris and Jennie Stoddart Benard (a 
Bookkeeper and an Administrative Assistant for Vocational Ministry).  We are 
in the middle of a regional capital campaign (much of which is already making 
needed improvements at Camp Christian). We are reviewing our vision for the 
next five years. 
 

I am sharing all of this with you, because I am excited to be serving as your 
Regional Moderator at such a time as this. Our Membership Development Committee for the Regional Church 
Council (RCC) is in the process of recruiting a slate of prospective Council members for the next RCC term 
(Nov. 2026-Oct. 2029). We have several slots to fill. I am asking you to prayerfully consider if there are any 
members of your congregation with exceptional leadership qualities who might be looking for a new 
challenge, or who have expressed any interest in the larger operations of the Regional Church. We are 
especially seeking individuals who have marketing/social media expertise, the gift of visioning, and/or 
experience in finance/accounting. The RCC meets once a year in person and three additional meetings via 
Zoom. I would be happy to answer any questions you may have about the position or this request. A candidate 
may fill out an application on the CCinOH website: 
http://www.ccinoh.org/survey/TakeSurvey.asp?SurveyID=85Il93MJ99541 
 

We are excited about how far we have come as a Regional Church in just a few years, but there is still much 
more to do. Please help us to find those leaders within our Region who may be ready to receive a call to a new 
level of service to the church and to our God. 
 

Thank you so much for your support and your service! 
 

Brenda Sanford, 
Regional Moderator, Christian Church in Ohio 
bssanford1221@gmail.com 
 

To learn more about the ministry of the Regional Church Council, including a job description for an RCC 
Member, go online to: https://www.ccinoh.com/about-us/regional-church-council.aspx 
 

 
 
If Not Now, When? If Not You, Who? 
Dive Into Tomorrow Event Video 
 
Video can be viewed on our YouTube Channel HERE. 
 
On Saturday, May 16th over two hundred people gathered at 
Camp Christian to celebrate our Dive Into Tomorrow festivities 
as part of our If Not Now, When? If Not You, Who? fundraising 
campaign. 
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Individuals and families toured the camp, enjoyed a Summer Camp/Ministry Partner Fair, participated in a 
Construction Blessing and Ceremonial Groundbreaking, and many stayed for the barbeque dinner and talent 
show to conclude the day. 
 
Thanks to Julian Curet for the majority of these photographs and to the Rev. Terry Bartlett for crafting the 
video. 
 
To learn more about the fundraising campaign and to donate, please go to: www.ccinoh.com/campaign 
 

 
 

Rev. Whittney-Marie Murphy and CAYA Receives Liberation Award 
 
During the 29th Biennial Session of the National Convocation of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) June 11-14 in Dallas, Texas, the Rev. 
Whittney-Marie Murphy was awarded the Liberator Award. 
 
The Award was given to Rev. Murphy for her work in founding and leading 
the Come As You Are Collective (CAYA) which is dedicated to providing 
affordable, affirming and accessible mental health and spiritual direction 
resources for the LGBTQ+ & BIPOC community. 
 
Find out more on CAYA's Facebook Page: 
https://www.facebook.com/comeasyouarecollective2023 
 
 
 

 
 
Ohio Well Represented At 2026 National Convocation 
 
The 29th Biennial Session of the National 
Convocation of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) June 11-14 in Dallas, Texas celebrating 
the theme, "Revive, Reset, Resist!”   Ohio was 
well represented (see accompanying 
photographs – not pictured is the Rev. Dr. Jack 
Sullivan Jr. and thanks to Rev. Bryan Winbush for 
the photos). 
 
The Thursday opening worship service heard the 
Rev. Dr. Thomas Murray of the Anointed Temple 
of Praise Christian Church in Memphis, 
Tennessee preach and participants were invite to 
wear their most inspiring T-shirt and denim for a 
great night of worship followed by the Welcome 
Reception.  On Friday Morning Manna led into the Plenary Session where those gathered heard from four 
speakers: The State of the Church by General Minster and President, Rev. Teresa Hord-Owens, The State of 
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our Global Mission by Disciples Overseas Ministries President, Rev. Dr. LaMarco Cable, The State of Our Next 
Generation, Rev. Bianca Howard, a Children and Youth Ministry Consultant, and The State of our African 
American Life and Witness by Rev. Dr. Frederick Haynes. Several workshops were offered on a variety of topics 
from history to leadership to disability in the church to insight into ministry happening around the 
world.  Friday night worship welcomed worshippers in their African attire for energetic praise and to hear a 
word from the Lord from none other than the Rev. R. Janae Pitts-Murdock of Light of the World Christian 
Church in Indianapolis, Indiana.  After worship witnessed a variety of after sessions and impromptu gatherings 
in the lobby or around Dallas. 
 

Saturday Morning Manna lead into the Business Session which will also 
created space for the National Convocation to discuss issues facing the 
black community and to consider how they might raise awareness and 
advocate in unity over the next biennium.  Delegates also voted on the 
next slate of officers and installed them into their new positions.  After 
the business session was free time.  Then attendees were encouraged 
to wear red, black, and green and their best sneakers for our Biennial 
Session Awards Banquet.  This year, they celebrated noteworthy 
individuals and ministries who serve amongst the church and 
world.  They gave the Conductor Award sponsored by the Fellowship of 
Black Clergywomen and the Liberator Award (see article above) which is 
an award that used to be given in years past and is now being 
reimagined.  They ended the night on a lighter note with a DJ and 
dancing. 
 
The Session culminated on Sunday morning where they heard from the 

Administrative Secretary of the National Convocation and Associate General Minister of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ), Rev. Dr. Delesslyn A. Kennebrew and celebrated Holy Communion.  
 
Plan now to attend the next National Convocation Biennial Gathering in June of 2028 back in Dallas, Texas. 

 
 
Two Ohio Congregations Participate In Thriving 
Congregations Program 
 

Lexington Theological Seminary (LTS) and Disciples 
Home Missions of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) (DHM) have partnered to expand the 
research that began with the 2019 Thriving 
Congregations grant LTS received.  This grant will 
help LTS and DHM deepen their connection to 
congregations to learn from them what the church 
of the future needs in its leaders. 
 

The initial grant allowed LTS to work with 27 
congregations to learn what traits are present in a 
thriving church.  Two Ohio congregations, Bethany 
Christian Church in Cleveland and First Christian Church of Wauseon, have been selected to participate in the 
2026 cohort.  The Rev. Dr. Robin Hedgeman is Senior Pastor of Bethany Christian Church and the Rev. 
Michael Doerr is Senior Pastor of First Christian Church. 



 

In this model, a team of clergy and laity in local congregations are spending time in education, reflection, and 
action to foster a spirit of shared leadership.  This Thriving Congregations project focuses on the 
congregation's ability to thrive in its particular context.  The project's goal is to help more congregations 
understand their own mission and vision, clergy and laity partnerships, and building community partners. Over 
the course of the project's seven years, the Seminary has continued to offer webinars, annual gatherings, and 
resources specially designed for these particular congregations.  Furthermore, the pastors engage in clergy 
peer groups throughout the duration of the 18-month cohort. 
 

The partnership between LTS with DHM is mutually beneficial to both organizations as they seek to minister to 
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) denomination at large. DHM brings an extensive network of 
congregations, workshop facilitators, and partners to the already-established Thriving Congregations work 
happening at LTS. Together, these institutions have the opportunity to provide meaningful resources to the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 
 

"This is a brand-new endeavor for us,” said Rev. Dr. Erin C. Cash, Project Director of the Thriving 
Congregations initiative at LTS.  "Scaling grants require a partnership, so we asked DHM if they wanted to 
work with us.  It was a natural choice to choose DHM because they work with congregations. They had seen 
our work and admired it and wanted to be part of it.” 
 

"We are delighted with this news as it deepens our partnership with Disciples Home Missions, who agreed to 
be a substantive partner in the TCI work going forward,” said LTS President Dr. Charisse Gillett. "Kudos to Rev. 
Dr. Cash and Rev. Dr. Chris Dorsey, DHM President, for their vision for expanding our partnership to serve 
more congregations and enhance our impact on the whole church.  I am grateful for this meaningful 
partnership with DHM.”  "I'm confident the church will benefit greatly from the wonderful program LTS has 
pioneered,” said Dr. Dorsey. "I am looking forward to the work we will do together.” 
 

"This partnership will allow us to take the work that we've done thus far and offer it to the larger church,” said 
Dr. Cash. "We look forward to more churches participating in Thriving Congregations. When we give them 
these tools we have developed, they really take off.” 
 

To date, LTS has worked with 70 congregations across the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 

 
 

Love Thy Neighbor  
 

We are continuing to "love our neighbor" throughout the summer!  We are delivering 
food boxes (which also include hygiene items and diapers as needed,) and collecting 
and gearing up for our Back to School boxes with our FitFix program. 
 

We are currently collecting gently used teen girl clothing, feminine hygiene products 
and new socks and underwear for teen girls.  If you would like to donate, please 
contact Wendy at 614-832-9679, by call or text. 
 

Believe it or not, we are already thinking about Christmas!  Last year, we were able to 
serve 30 local families in need.  If you or your church would like to do a collection, we 

need groups to collect hats and gloves, blankets, stuffed animals and new packs of socks and underwear.  Or 
you can purchase items directly from our Amazon wishlist!  The link is below.  We are also planning to deliver 
food boxes again this year to these families so food collections are also much appreciated.  The most needed 
food items are also on the Amazon wishlist (linked below.) 
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Thank you so much for your support! 
 

Food/Hygiene items: https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3ILHD6TKQRT7O?ref_=wl_share 
 

Camp Christmas Wishlist: https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/25IQXZ7DGIRTG?ref_=wl_share 
 

 
 
Lexington Seminary Commencement Includes Two Ohioans! 
 

Lexington Theological Seminary celebrated its 160th Commencement on Friday, 
June 12 at Crestwood Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  Minister Erika Lyn 
Harris (pictured) of Bethany Christian Church in Cleveland received her Master of 
Divinity Degree.  She was also honored with the Capstone Award for excellence in 
her final project.  Erika will be ordained on Sunday afternoon, October 4 at 2:30 
p.m. at Bethany Christian Church in Cleveland. 
 

The Commencement speaker was Rev. Dr. Jack Sullivan Jr., former executive 
director of the Ohio Council of Churches and local church pastor here in Ohio, 
who was celebrating his own 40th graduation/ordination anniversary.  In his 
address, Dr. Sullivan explained why he donned a hard hat for the occasion. 
"Strong winds of manufactured anger, mass-marketed fear, and misused power have formed a swirling vortex 
that seemingly has absorbed all hope and the power for creative change,” he said. "This vortex has so many 
walking and working in darkness, a realm where decision making based on justice and the common good takes 
a backseat to speaking only to one's base while suppressing, silencing, and slandering those deemed as 
probable opponents.” 
 

Dr. Sullivan exhorted the audience to "be bold enough to affirm without apology the divine gift of diversity all 
around us, and then form teams with other Christians and people of goodwill. Put on your hard hats, climb the 
poles, reconnect the power, and turn on the light: the light of love, mutuality, justice, and peace. This is God's 
executive order for the church.”  Dr. Sullivan also received the Distinguished Achievement Award. 
 
A video replay of the ceremony is available HERE 

 
 

TCU Student With Ohio Connections Offers 
Independence Day Reflections 
 
Daniel Mitchell, grandson of the late Pastor Pete and 
Mary Beth Cascio, is now a student at Texas Christian 
University in Fort Worth, Texas.  He recently wrote a 
reflection on the Fourth of July.  
It begins with: 
"As the 250th July 4th arrives, I am celebrating in a 
different fashion this year. For most of the recent 
summers, I've been away traveling with my church's 
youth group, sitting on a curb in California guessing 
which firework shows are legal and which are not, and 
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seeing fantastic displays in a small town in Kentucky. However, this year, as I volunteer in Italy, my 
environment complicates my celebration beyond the lack of fireworks." 
 
You can read the entire reflection here: https://open.substack.com/pub/dmitchell25/p/call-me-a-crazy-
dreamer-of-a-fool?r=48ya6&utm_medium=ios   
 
Daniel is pictured with Rev. Harris and Daniel's mother, Penny Mitchell. 
 

 
 
Regional Pastor Selected To Preach Cincinnati Pride Service July 12th 
 

We are deeply honored that our Regional Pastor, Rev. Allen V. Harris, has been selected to be the guest 
preacher for the Cincinnati Pride worship service this upcoming Sunday morning, July 12, 10:15 a.m. at 
Immanuel United Church of Christ.  His sermon is titled "When God Got 'Too Political'” and explores many 
scripture including.  Exodus 5:1-4, Esther 5:1-8, & Mark 12:13-17. The Pride Choir will also sing.  If you're in the 
Cincinnati area, please join him for this festive and empowering service.  The church is located at 210 Jefferson 
Ave., St. Bernard, Ohio 45217. 
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First Community Hosts Noted Ethicist And 
Author July 24-26 
 
Friday, July 24, 2026 
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
First Community North – Wing Grace Hall 
Wine and hors d'oeuvres will be served during 
this opportunity to connect with old friends and 
make new ones. You will have the opportunity to 
meet and greet Dr. Gushee in a casual and 
intimate setting. David's presentation for the 
evening will be, THE ARC OF A COVENANT - My 
Journey as Pastor, Scholar, and Christian Ethicist. 
 
Tickets for this event are $30 per person/$50 per 
couple. We will also be providing childcare for 
those who would like to have a fun and meaningful date night! 
 
Saturday, July 25, 2026 
9:30 am – 12:30 pm 
First Community North – Wing Grace Hall 
This event will include a presentation by Dr. Gushee, Job as Spiritual Refugee: Rereading an Ancient Story for 
Our Own Time. This will be an overview of his upcoming new book that will be released in September 2026. A 
moderated Q&A session will follow. There will be book signing and some of his books available for purchase. 
 
Sunday, July 26, 2026 
David will be preaching at all three services 
9:00 am – FC North 
10:00 am – FC South 
11:00 am FC North Sanctuary 
 
David's sermon title is, "When the Old Answers No Longer Work: A New Reading of the Book of Job". His 
sermon text is Job 6:28-30. 
 
More information and registration coming soon. 
 

 



 
 
Hiram Farm Barbeque & Band Bash Set For September 18 
Save The Date! BBQ Band Bash! 
 
BBQ - Live Bands - Local Craft Brews - Games - Vibes! 
September Saturday 18 - 3-7 Pm 
Hiram Farm Living & Learning Community 
Tickets Droppin' Soon! 
 
Hiram Farm 
11543 Garfield Rd, 
Hiram, OH 44234 
karikelly@hiramfarm.org 
 
For more information about Hiram Farm, go 
to https://www.hiramfarm.org/  
 
 

 
 
Family Ministry: When Nobody Has Time 
A Family Ministry Webinar sponsored by the Congregational Renewal Team 
of the Christian Church in Ohio (Disciples of Christ) 
 

Tuesday, September 22, 6:30–8:00 p.m. via Zoom 
 

Family ministry matters—but in today's world, the honest question is 
often, "Who has the time?” Families are busy. Congregational leaders 
are stretched. Volunteers are tired. And yet, the call to nurture faith 
across generations remains both important and possible. 
 

Whether your congregation is working to strengthen an active family 
ministry, struggling to maintain one, or hoping to create something new, 
this webinar is for you. 
 

Join Rev. Dr. Olivia Bryan Updegrove—mom, minister, author, and 
creator of Faith Tutors—and Kimberly Paul—mom, educator, and 
Director of Children and Youth Ministries at FCC-Zanesville—for a 
practical and encouraging conversation about why family ministry 
matters and how congregations can faithfully support families today. 
 

Olivia and Kim will share from their training, hands-on ministry 
experience, and personal perspectives of raising families in today's culture. Together, we will explore how 
congregations can nurture faith across generations, build meaningful relationships with families, and create 
ministries that help children, youth, parents, and caregivers grow in faith. 
 

Come be encouraged, inspired, and equipped for the holy work of family ministry. 
 
More information and registration link coming soon. 
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A Committed Church for Chaotic Times (Matthew 14:6-20) 
with Rev. Derrick Perkins, Director for Congregational Vitality & Innovation 
Disciples Home Missions 
 
Saturday, November 21 IN PERSON at Camp Christian 9:30 am to 3:30 pm 
 
SAVE THE DATE! Join us for a daylong conversation with Rev. Derrick Perkins, 
who will speak with us about congregational renewal and becoming 
congregations who are prepared and living "For Such a Time as This". 
 
Derrick is the Director for Congregational Vitality and Innovation for DHM. Prior 
to joining DHM, Derrick was the Pastor of Centennial Christian Church in St. 
Louis, MO. While at Centennial, Rev. Perkins provided significant leadership in 
developing ministry programs and partnerships that address and engage social 
determinants, health disparities, food insecurity, education, communal uplift, 
cultural enrichment, and more. Under Rev. Perkins' leadership, Centennial 

became a community hub, providing resources for families and residents in Fountain Park, Lewis Place, and 
many neighborhoods throughout the St. Louis Metropolitan area. Rev. Perkins has a history of providing 
leadership, consulting, and program support for many not-for-profit organizations locally and nationally. 
 
Born and raised in urban communities affected by poverty and systemic injustice, he has embraced ministry 
and dedicated his life to partnering with God's mission to establish justice for all God's people. Derrick's motto 
for living is "Only what you do for Christ is going to last!”  
 

 
 
Pastoral & Congregational Celebrations and Transitions 
 
Rev. Stewart Royce concluded his service as Pastor at Central Christian 
Church of Coshocton on Sunday, June 28.  
 
Regional Elder, Rev. Phil Hunt, offered a word of gratitude for his service 
on behalf of the Regional Minister and the Christian Church in Ohio. 
(pictured right) 
 

 
 
 
 
Rev. Dr. Eric Brown Celebrates 24th Pastoral Anniversary August 7th 
 
Woodland Church of Columbus is celebrating the 24th Anniversary of Rev. Dr. Eric Brown on Sunday August 2 
with a Church Service and a Church Picnic. Service is at 10:30 AM and picnic will follow service. We invite you 
to attend.  We ask that you pass the word along.  All are welcome and invited to attend.  
 
Please RSVP to the Rev. Dr. Eric Brown at bericdis@aol.com 
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Dunham Ave Christian Church, Cleveland 
Celebrating Pastor Williams Anniversary With Community Bazaar 
July 11th, 12-6pm 
 

 
 

 
Soaring at Pride 
 
Sporting "Your Full Self Is Welcome Here” tees, First Federated 
Church welcomed guests to their angel-wings photo booth 
during Pride in the Valley on Courthouse Square in Warren on 
June 20, 2026. 
 
"We even had a child/pet size backdrop that was a big hit,” says 
Pastor Jack Acri. "We'd get a laugh out of everyone when we'd 
tell them, 'Now you have proof you're an angel.' Yes it was 
corny but fun. Being so chill encouraged a seeker to attend our 
service the following day. I was very heartened by the vibe at 
this year's Pride. More faith communities than ever were here.” 
 
Free temporary tattoos were provided and everyone received 
an inclusive heart pin with an encouraging note of affirmation. 
 
First Federated Church is an Open & Affirming congregation that streams services on YouTube and Facebook 
every Sunday at 10am and meets in person in North Jackson. 
 
Check out their website for more information - https://www.firstfederatedchurch.net/  
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Annual Porch Talks Set For August 15 In Shaker Heights 
 
Heights Christian Church invites everyone to this year's Porch Talk for a Beloved Community on August 15 at 
4:30 p.m.  Their speaker this year will be Margaret Wong, Immigration Attorney. They will also welcome the 
Greater Cleveland Choral Chapter, Youth and Young Adult Choir as the musical guest. 
 
As always, the event will be held at 17300 Van Aken Blvd. in Shaker Heights— former home of Heights 
Christian Church and now home to East View United Church of Christ — the site where the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. spoke from the church's side porch to a large crowd in 1965. 
 
The church's Annual Porch Talk provides a continued call to work toward the "Beloved Community” that Dr. 
King envisioned, where all forms of discrimination, bigotry, and prejudice will be replaced by an all-inclusive 
spirit of kinship, justice, and peace.  This free event is a collaboration between Heights Christian Church, East 
View United Church of Christ and Plymouth Church UCC.  
 
Additional information is included in the flyer attached to this email. 
 
Their Pastor, Dr. Kate Gillooly, writes, "We hope you, your friends and family, and your faith community and 
colleagues will attend this annual community event.  Please share widely and reach out with any 
questions."  The church's phone number is (216) 561-4800.  
 

 
 

Harmony Springs Christian Church to Host "Guns to 
Gardens" Safe Disposal Event 
 
Greetings from Harmony Springs Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) and Harmony Grows Garden! The 
growing gun violence epidemic has stirred us to move 
beyond thoughts and prayers toward a real effort to 
reduce gun violence in our community. We are hosting 
our 3rd annual "Guns to Gardens" Safe Disposal Event on 
Saturday, September 12, 2026, from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. The 
event will be held in the parking lot of the Rubber City 
Radio Group, located at 1795 W. Market Street, Akron, 
OH. We are hoping this location, with its high visibility in 
the community and the support of the radio stations to 

promote our event, will bring in more guns this year.  This apolitical event allows community members to 
voluntarily and anonymously surrender unwanted guns. The guns are safely dismantled on-site and the parts 
are made into garden tools, symbolizing the words of the prophet Isaiah, "They shall beat their swords into 
plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks". Again, this year we are partnering with blacksmiths from 
Uggla's Night Forge. They will be on-site, creating tools and works of art from the dismantled gun parts. We 
believe that by taking direct action, we can help ensure that unwanted guns are never used to harm. Gift cards 
for gas or groceries are given to participants as a thank you. 
 
We invite you and your congregation to join us at the event to show our collective support for a safer 
community. We would also be happy to share our vision and details with your church, women's or men's 
group, class, or special program. By working together with other area churches, we can explore organizing 
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similar events across our region. Your support of this "Guns to Gardens" event provides a positive, life-
affirming way to take action to reduce gun violence in our communities. 
 
For more information or to make a donation to the event, please reach out to us at g2g@harmonygrows.org. 
 
You can learn more and/or make a donation online at harmonygrows.org/gunstogardens. 
 

 
 
ChurchFest Brings More Than 250 Together for 
Ecumenical Worship in Cuyahoga Falls 
 
More than 250 people from five Christian traditions 
gathered along the Cuyahoga Falls Riverfront on June 21 
for the fourth annual ChurchFest, a celebration of 
worship, fellowship, and the growing ecumenical 
partnership known as Church Square. The event 
included a catered lunch from Big Eu'es BBQ, Travelin' 
Tom's Coffee Truck, the Caring for Kids ice cream truck, 
and lots of fun activities for kids and families. 
 
The annual event brings together members of First 
United Methodist Church, St. John's Episcopal Church, 
Pilgrim United Church of Christ, First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ/UCC), and St. Luke's Lutheran Church 
(ELCA). While the afternoon includes shared worship and a community meal, it also offers something less 
tangible but equally important: an opportunity to strengthen relationships across congregations and to bear 
public witness to the unity Christians share despite denominational differences. 
 
ChurchFest has become one visible expression of the Church Square partnership, through which neighboring 
congregations are working together to strengthen Christian witness in downtown Cuyahoga Falls while 
exploring a shared vision for the future of the historic church square. The partnership has embraced the 
ecumenical conviction often known as the Lund Principle: Whatever we can do together, we must do together. 
 
"In a culture that often rewards division and suspicion, Christians worshipping together across denominational 
lines offers a different witness," said Rev. Jonathan Priebe of First United Methodist Church. "It's a reminder 
that our unity in Christ is deeper than the differences that separate us." For many participants, ChurchFest has 
become an annual reminder that collaboration is not simply an organizational strategy but a way of living out 
the Gospel together. 
 
The event continues to grow each year and would not be possible without the dedication of volunteers, 
church staff, denominational grant support, and the partnership of the City of Cuyahoga Falls. As Church 
Square continues to develop, ChurchFest remains a joyful sign of what can happen when churches choose 
cooperation over competition and discover new ways to serve their community together. 
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Disciples Of Christ Long History Of Women In Ministry 
 
As other denominations vote to restrict the pastoral 
leadership of women in the church, the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) remembers and celebrates the 
trailblazing women ministers in our Disciples of Christ 
history.  Among these are Melissa Garrett Timmons Terrell, 
who was the first ordained woman in our denomination.  She 
was called to pastor Ebenezer Christian Church on March 7, 
1867 in Clarke County, Ohio. She also pastored in Springfield, 
Missouri and at First Christian Church in Forest Home, Iowa.  
 
Sarah Lue Bostick was the first African American woman 
ordained in our denomination in 1892. She led the Christian 
Woman's Board of Missions and the National Christian 
Missionary Society for over 40 years. She was co-founder of 
Mount Sinai Christian Church in North Little Rock, Arkansas 
and a faithful leader of the church until her death in 1948.  
 
We thank God for these faithful women, who followed the 
Spirit's call to lead.  

 
Sources: https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=652198770270617&id=100064415000653 
https://discipleshistory.org/wiki/sarah-lue-bostick/ 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sarah_Bostick 
 

 
 
Run with Purpose. Join Team CWS! 
 
Church World Service is proud to be an official charity partner of 
the 2026 Indianapolis Monumental Marathon on November 7, 
2026. Through Team CWS, participants can run either the Half 
Marathon or Full Marathon while raising funds to support CWS 
programs around the world and the local work of CWS 
Indianapolis. 
 
Team CWS runners receive a racing singlet or t-shirt, coaching 
support from Olympic Trials qualifier Evan Gaynor, access to a 
private race-day tent, a pre-race team meal, and fundraising 
support from CWS staff. 
 
Learn more and register: 
Half Marathon: https://haku.ly/f3905e2c45 
Full Marathon: https://haku.ly/585fbe0a77 
 
Turn your miles into meals, resilience into refuge, and compassion into concrete change. 
 
Full Flyer Linked HERE 
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Cane Ridge Celebrates 225th Anniversary August 8th 
 
We are pleased to announce the schedule for the 225th Anniversary of the Cane Ridge Revival. The event, 
which will be held on Saturday, August 8, 2026, at the historic Cane Ridge Meeting House in Paris, KY, will be a 
day to celebrate and reflect on the earliest history of the Stone-Campbell Movement. Featuring guest lectures, 
panel discussions, and worship, spend the day connecting with other Stone-Campbellites as we explore our 
shared history at one of the birthplaces of the movement. This day-long event is free with registration. Learn 
more at: https://discipleshistory.org/225th-cane-ridge-revival-anniversary-event/ 
 
There's only a limited number of spots so register TODAY! 
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Ride The Wave!  Increase Your Recurring Gift Today! 
 
Your faithful generosity to the Christian Church in Ohio and 
Camp Christian ensure that the ministries, outreach programs, 
and operational needs are met and will continue to 
thrive.  Recurring giving provides a predictable foundation for 
the budget so leadership can confidently plan and prepare for 
expanding ministries.  
 
Changes to your online or recurring financial gifts are done 
only when initiated by you!  
 
To enroll or increase your recurring giving we ask that you fill out and return the attached authorization form 
(Linked HERE.)  Once received, we will update your records to reflect your desired changes.  
 
In the near future this information and form will be available on our Regional Church website. If you have 
questions or need further information, please contact our Regional Bookkeeper, Lisa Lautenschlager at 
LLautenschlager@ccinoh.org 
 

 
 
Disciples Mission Week Set For September 8-13 
 
Save the dates! Disciples Mission Week is happening September 8–13, 2026! Join us for nightly webinars with 
expert speakers on food insecurity, disability equity, housing, and health equity — plus a Day of Volunteering 
on Sept. 12 and a worship celebration on Sept. 13. Mark your calendars and stay tuned for more details! 
 
#DisciplesMissionWeek #EveryoneEverywhereEveryNeed #ministry #communitysupport #church #DHM  
 
Click link to sign up to receive more information: https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/6wZJyU4 
 
In 2025, DHM launched Disciples Mission HUB to engage, network, and learn about local mission and outreach 
across the life of the church. The driving force behind this initiative is DHM's commitment to engaging in 
coordinated missions on behalf of the whole church. Building on the Mission HUB initiative, and in line with 
our ongoing priorities, DHM is planning a multiday event called Disciples Mission Week to highlight the work 
of local missions and outreach ministries across the life of the church. 
 
Scripture Focus for the Week: Isaiah 58:6-10  
 
Activities for the week of September 8-13, 2026: 

1. Educate and Create Awareness – DHM wants to provide educational opportunities and ignite energy 
around the issues that congregations are addressing. Currently, the priorities we are highlighting 
through the HUB are food insecurity, housing insecurity, healthcare inequities, and disability equity. 
 
The work of education and creating awareness during Disciples Mission Week will be carried out as 
four webinar style gatherings held Tuesday through Friday evenings: 
Tuesday, September 8 – Food Insecurity 
Wednesday, September 9 – Housing Insecurity 
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Thursday, September 10 – Healthcare Inequities 
Friday, September 11 – Disability Equity 

2. Inspiring Volunteer Action – A second component of Disciples Mission Week will be a "day of 
volunteering” on Saturday, September 12, 2026, in Disciples communities across the U.S. and Canada. 
Congregations will be encouraged to organize volunteers for one-day projects in their churches, 
communities, regions, with a local partner, and/or with other local congregations. These activities can 
be in support of existing ministries or be a steppingstone to getting one started. 

3. Celebrate and Worship – Finally, we will encourage Disciples congregations to celebrate the good work 
they have been doing and continue to do in their churches and their communities. This will be done in 
their worship services on Sunday, September 13, 2026. DHM will provide resources for worship. 

 
Find out more at: https://disciplesmissionhub.org/disciples-mission-week-2026/ 
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