FAITHFULLY
FIGHTING WITH GOD

June 22—June 25, 2026
Northwest Christian Church

Columbus, Ohio



Schedule for the Week

Monday, June 22, 2026

3:00pm  Registration begins in the Narthex/Gathering Area (east side)
4:00pm  Welcome & Overview in the Sanctuary

5:00pm  Dinner — Fellowship Hall

7:00pm  Opening Vespers - Sanctuary

Tuesday, June 23 & Wednesday, June 24, 2026
8:45am  Morning Devotions — Fellowship Hall
9:00am  Bible lecture- Fellowship Hall
10:45am Morning workshops —in assigned rooms
12:15pm Lunch — Fellowship Hall
1:00pm  Afternoon workshops — First Session — in assigned rooms
2:30pm  Afternoon workshops — Second Session — in assigned rooms
4:00pm  Free time
5:30pm  Dinner — Fellowship Hall
7:00pm  Vespers — Sanctuary
(with Service of Remembrance Wednesday)

8:15pm  Trip to Graeter’s Ice Cream Parlor (Tuesday)

Thursday, June 25, 2026

8:45am  Morning Devotions — Fellowship Hall

9:00am  Bible lecture — Fellowship Hall

10:45am Forum with Denominational Leaders — Fellowship Hall
11:30am Sending Service — Fellowship Hall

All meals are served in Fellowship Hall.



Vespers and Bible Lecture

The Rev. Dr. Valerie Bridgeman will serve
as both the morning Bible Lecturer and the
evening Vesper speaker for this week’s
Adult Conference. We are thrilled to have
this world-class scholar and preacher for
our 2026 Conference. The Methodist
Theological School in Ohio appointed Dr.
Bridgeman associate professor of
homiletics and Hebrew Bible July of 2015
and was installed as Dean in November of
2018. She had been serving as visiting
associate professor at MTSO in early 2014.

An ordained minister, Bridgeman is in high
demand across the country as a preacher
and speaker. Prior to coming to MTSO, she was a tenured associate
professor at Lancaster Theological Seminary. She also is the founding
president and CEO of WomanPreach! Inc., a nonprofit organization that
brings preachers to full prophetic voice.

Bridgeman served as general editor and consultant for the United
Methodist Church's Africana Worship project and has published
extensively. She was associate editor and author for "The Africana
Bible: Reading Israel's Scriptures from Africa and the African Diaspora"
and co-editor of "Those Preaching Women: A Multicultural Collection."

Bridgeman earned a doctorate in biblical studies (Hebrew Bible
concentration) from Baylor University, with secondary studies in ethics.
She also holds a Master of Divinity degree from Austin Presbyterian
Theological Seminary and a bachelor's from Trinity University.



Workshops
(listed in alphabetical order by workshop title)

American Sign Language (ASL) in Worship
Presenter: Lynn Wilson
Description: People have told me that they
wish they knew sign language. | hope to
teach some Christian signs as well as
teaching the Lord's Prayer.

Bio: | grew up in Lynchburg, Va until my
father was transferred to Columbus OH. My
parents joined Karl Road Christian Church @ 1968. About a year
later | was baptized and joined the church as well. | attended Chi
Rho, CYF and Advanced Conference.

| attended Lynchburg College in Virginia for one year. Due to my
hearing loss and Meniere’s which started in high school | was
unable to continue. | had one year at Ohio State, and | wanted to
be a special education teacher. In 1976 they would not accept
anyone with a hearing loss in the school of education. | got a job
at Nationwide Ins and worked there for 30 years and was laid off
in the big layoff in 2007. In between that time, | took ASL classes
at Columbus Technical Institute (now CSCC), as well as at Deaf
Service Center and Holy Cross Lutheran Church for the Deaf. | am
not certified! But | am willing to share what | have learned.

| started attending Adult Conference in 2007-- a month after being
laid off. Yes, when a door is closed a window opens. Charlotte
Bougher saw me signing and asked me to join the convention
choir which | have participated in every year.



CHURCH INSURANCE, WE LOVE TO IGNORE UNTIL
WE NEED IT!
Presenter: John Bouhall
Description: This presentation will include a
brief history of the insurance board, a high
overview of the insurance program, policy
coverage, terms on both liability and
property, key definitions of who is an insured,

liability losses, property losses, and best
practices to mitigate and or avoid losses.

Bio: John Bouhall is a third-generation independent insurance
agent, actively serving commercial and personal property and
liability clients for more than 40 years. For the last 30+ years he
has been a principal at Richey-Barrett Insurance in Westlake, OH,
steadily serving existing clients and adding new ones. He enjoys
people and is genuinely dedicated to the service component that
sets independent insurance agents apart from direct writers.
While not a natural student, John believes in education. He
earned his professional CPCU (Chartered Property and Casualty
Underwriter) designation in 1993 and was the Cleveland CPCU
Chapter President in 1998-1999. Interested in furthering his
education and in being able to troubleshoot some pesky
computer issues in the office, John attended night classes at
Baldwin Wallace University (BWU). He graduated in 2007 with a
Bachelor of Science degree in Information Systems. John is
married and has one grown son. He is excited to become a first-
time grandfather in 2026!



Creating Sacred Space: Supporting Those Hurt by

Religion
Presenter: Rev. Michelle Wilkey
Description: Many people, including myself,
carry deep wounds from harmful church
experiences, spiritual abuse, exclusion, or
religious trauma. How can churches and faith
communities become safer, more
compassionate spaces for healing and
honest conversation? In this workshop, we will explore the
importance of creating sacred space for those who have been hurt
by religion and the church. | will draw from my experience leading
a monthly Church Hurts Support Group for the past three years, |
will share lessons learned, stories of hope, and the ongoing need
for ministries of listening and healing. This session will also
introduce a new ministry initiative | am starting called Open Table
Conversations— a welcoming gathering centered around shared
meals, honest storytelling, and compassionate presence. Rather
than focusing solely on programs, this model will emphasize
connection, hospitality, and the healing power of being heard.
There is something powerful about the church acknowledging
harm and choosing to become a place where healing can begin.
Together, we will reflect on how faith communities can embody
grace, safety, and belonging for all people.

Bio: Reverend Pastor Michelle Wilkey has been an ordained
minister with the United Church of Christ (UCC) since July of 2014.
Her first call was at David's United Church of Christ in Kettering,
OH, where she served for over eight years as the Associate

Pastor. Pastor Michelle was excited to accept the call to become
Harmony Creek Church's next Lead Pastor. She began her time at
this wonderful church in January of 2023. When she isn’t busy
pastoring, she enjoys spending time with her amazing friends and



family. Pastor Michelle also loves all things Superman. Pastor
Michelle prides herself on not being your typical pastor. Once you
get to know her, you will soon discover that is the truth.

Healthy Communication, Healthy Boundaries -
Boundary Training
Presenter: Rev. Dr. Elena Larrson
Description: How do we encourage healthy
speech and kind communication in our
congregations? Who knows what
information in a church? What is

confidentiality and what is plagiarism in
today's highly tech-connected world? Based in scripture and
pastoral ethics, the Rev. Dr. Elena Larssen of the Living Water
Association, United Church of Christ will present three hours of
continuing education in satisfaction of boundary awareness on the
subject of healthy communication.

Bio: Rev. Dr. Elena Larssen is an ordained minister and leader in
the United Church of Christ (UCC) with over two decades of
service in congregational, conference, and national ministries.
Ordained in 2004, she serves as General Minister of the Living
Water Association in the Heartland Conference. She is a Trustee of
both the Pensions Boards-UCC and the United Seminary of the
Twin Cities.



Loving our Neighbor Through Advocacy and Justice
Presenter: Deacon Nick Bates, JD k1
Description: Nearly every congregation
has engaged in food ministry -
serving meals, collecting items or money
to donate, or running a food pantry. This =
workshop will discuss ways to ask 'why are
they hungry?' and how we as people of
faith can respond to brokenness in our
world through advocacy and justice ministries.

Bio: Deacon Nick Bates, JD, will lead this workshop. He has over 20
years of experience in non-profit advocacy work. He currently
serves as the Director of the Ohio Council of Churches and the
Hunger Network in Ohio.

Our Whole Lives 101: Human Sexuality
Education as a Form of Religious Education
Presenter: Kelly Burd
Description: This workshop offers an
introduction and overview for Our Whole
Lives (OWL), which is a comprehensive,
lifespan sexuality education
curricula created with a secular version

and version(s) to be used in faith
communities. We will explore the program’s guiding values and
developmental topics, and sample thought-provoking activities
used with different curricula and age levels. Participants will



learn about the medical and educational research involved in the
program’s approach and content, the rationale and goal of OWL
facilitator training, and how the program is implemented within
local churches and ministry settings. If you have wondered about
this program, join us with your questions and hopes!

Bio: Kelly Burd serves as Minister for Volunteer Engagement
Ministries in the National Ministries of the United Church of
Christ. She earned a B.S. in Education from Ohio University and
taught English as a Second Language in Tokyo before attending
Yale Divinity School. Prior to her current role, Kelly served a
combined 15 years in two local churches, 7 years supporting youth
and young adult ministries in the National Ministries, and 4 years
as a hospice chaplain. Kelly has been an active facilitator and
trainer of Our Whole Lives (OWL) and Sexuality and Our Faith
since 2009, including at her home church, Lakewood
Congregational UCC. Kelly lives in Rocky River, Ohio with her
spouse John Forristal and their teenage children, Sam and Grace.

Paying the Pastor: (For Clergy + Church Leaders)

Presenter: Raquel Collazo

Description: Ministerial compensation is unique
— and it works best when both the pastor and
the church understand the same building blocks
for pastoral compensation and benefits. In this
workshop, Raquel walks clergy and church
leaders through the core components of a
strong compensation package. We will also

cover housing allowance basics, retirement, and
savings benefits including Employer Sponsored Retirement Plans



and common benefit considerations like healthcare support and
time away. You will leave with a clearer picture of what should be
included, how to structure it, and how to have a confident,
respectful negotiation conversation when accepting a new call —
so the church can care well for its pastor, and the pastor can serve
with stability.

Bio: Raquel Collazo is an Assistant Vice President for Client
Relations for the Pension Fund of the Christian Church. She serves
Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, the Northeastern
states and all Spanish speaking members across the U.S & Puerto
Rico. Before joining Pension Fund, Raquel was a Private Client
Banker for one of the largest banks in the U.S. Prior to that, she
worked at a credit union. As a banker, she received her Series 6 &
63 investment licenses and was also a Small Business Specialist.
She helped clients with all their needs, from establishing personal
or business accounts to discussing investments and business loan
options. Raquel also had managerial responsibilities and helped
staff with their professional development plans. Raquel grew up in
the Disciples of Christ church in Puerto Rico. She lives in
Indianapolis, Indiana.

Praying with Color

Presenter: Jacquelyn Stith Dean
Description: Praying With Color is a
meditative, playful practice involving your

imagination and some coloring to produce a
visual reminder of time spent in prayer. No




artistic ability required just a willingness to be open to wherever
the spirit leads you.

Bio: A longtime member of First Congregational Church, UCC, in
Columbus, Ohio, Jacquelyn Stith Dean is a Commissioned Minister
in Spiritual Formation and Direction (2011). She is a 2007 graduate
of the Wellstreams Program for Spiritual Formation and Direction
and has been a practicing spiritual companion for the past 19
years. Jacquelyn is the mother to three sons, 11 grandchildren and
2 soon to be three great-grandchildren. She holds a B.S in
Mathematics from Ohio Dominion University and a Master’s in
Mathematics Education from The Ohio State University. Since
retiring from Columbus State Community College and Columbus
City Schools, Jacquelyn spends her spare time reading with three
book clubs, volunteering with 2 charitable organizations, the
Spirituality Network and her church. She also enjoys spending
time with family and friends and honing her artistic skills.

Praying Without Ceasing

Presenter: Rev. Allen Harris

Description: Scripture encourages us to “pray
without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:16). As
fundamental as that invitation may seem it is
still a challenge for most of us, even those of
us well seasoned in the faith. Starting first in
scriptures about prayer, this workshop will
explore some of the simple models of prayer
available, such as the A.C.T.S. guide, “breath
prayers,” and the Lectio Divina format for
prayer. We will also study more practical aspects of prayer, such as




helpful hints for public prayers as in worship leadership,
communion prayers, hospital visitation prayers, and special event
prayers.

Bio: Rev. Allen V. Harris has been the Regional Pastor and
President of the Christian Church in Ohio since April of 2021. Prior
to that he was the Regional Minister for the Christian Church
Capital Area Region, and a local church pastor in Cleveland, Ohio;
New York, New York; and Grapevine, Texas. He has particular gifts
and passion for leading congregations through the Pro-
Reconciliation/Anti-Racism, the Open & Affirming, and
Accessibility commitments of the church. His greatest joy is to
mentor new and emerging leaders in the faith.

Spiritual Autobiography

Presenter: Rev. Ruth Hopkins

Description: A spiritual autobiography is the story
of God’s interaction in our lives. It chronicles our
pilgrimage as we seek to follow God. St.
Augustine’s Confessions have influenced countless
people. He recorded how God helped him and

accounted parts of his life, high and low points. The
Puritans wrote them, as a way of personal
testimonies before joining the church. More recent examples
include CS Lewis (Surprised by Joy), Thomas Merton (Seven Story
Mountain) and many more, even you!

Spiritual autobiographies point to those hints of the divine in all
lives, long forgotten childhood experiences of God, answers to
prayer, grace in the midst of pain. It draws the strands of our lives



together in a way that points to a meaning. It encourages us to
notice God, and in so doing our lives are changed.

What will we learn?
e how to examine your life to understand the ways God has
been active there
e how to notice the activity of God in your life and in the lives
of those around you (the spiritual discipline of noticing)
e how to share with others what God has been doing in your
life and how you responded

Bio: Rev. Ruth Hopkins grew up in Fairborn, Ohio and was raised in
the United Church of Christ. After college, she married Bob
Hopkins, and moved to Springboro, where they currently live with
their collie, Sarah. She has worked in church settings as a choir
director and administrator for over 15 years. She completed the
Education For Ministry course through the Episcopal Church and
was a trained mentor. She was ordained and called to Cross Creek
as Pastor in August 2011. Ruth trained to be an intentional interim
in Cleveland in 2018. She pastored at Cross Creek during the
merger with Oak Creek UCC, forming Harmony Creek Church, and
was Designated Interim Pastor at Harmony Creek in 2020 to April
of 2022. She recently completed her contract with Lakeview UCC
as Interim. Since then she has been a supply pastor and works on
several SONKA ministry teams, including Lay School, Faith
Formation (Chair) and the Post Ordination Team. She also serves
on the Heartland Faith Formation leadership team. She enjoys
music, film, dogs, and books.



Stewardship Footprints
Presenter: Rev. Dr. Nadine Burton
Description: Stewardship Footprints reflect a
donor’s life story—their purpose, values,
commitments, and ministry. Stewardship
footprints reveal how donors walk along side or
uplift the ministries they love. Gift and estate

plans and programs can ensure that a donor’s
footprints never wash away, as their witness continues long after
their earthly journey is complete.

In this workshop, participants will explore the meaningful steps
involved in establishing stewardship footprints that endure into
perpetuity. Together, we will examine the tools and services
offered by the Christian Church Foundation, designed to walk
alongside you, your congregation, or your ministry as we strive to
embody the hands and feet of Jesus Christ. Highlighted resources
will include Charitable Gift Annuities and Trusts, Permanent
Funds, and Donor Advised Funds.

Come discover how thoughtful planning can empower your
generosity, bless future generations, and ensure that your
footprints reflect a lifetime of faith, purpose, and compassion.

Rev. Dr. Nadine Burton is currently the Vice President, Great Lakes
Zone, Christian Church Foundation. She formerly served as the
Executive Regional Minister, Great River Region of the Christian
Church, Disciples of Christ in the United States and Canada, for
eight and a half years before relocating to Indianapolis in May



2024. Having worked in local, regional, and general manifestations
of the Disciples of Christ, she brings a wealth of experience and
leadership to her current role. She loves preaching which ignites
spiritual relationships to plant seeds for donors, congregations,
and general ministry partners to move money to mission from
“our doorsteps to the end of the earth.” She joined the faculty of
Lexington Theological Seminary, in February 2022, to teach the
Administration and Stewardship Course as a part of the Certificate
for the African American Ministry Program. Dr. Burton loves her
family — she originally had six brothers (two are deceased), four
are living, three sisters, and sixty nieces and nephews, who love
God and serve in their communities and churches across the
country. After thirty-two years in Christian Ministry, she still
believes in the power of unconditional love and prayer that can
change the lives of God’s people and the world!

The Language and Lessons of Neighborly Love
Presenter: Kelly Burd
Description: This workshop offers two
components, beginning with an exploration of
our complicated history with the concept and
practice of Christian mission and
service. Where has the church done harm,
even with good intentions? What are we
learning about best practices for service?
How can our language and theological grounding help us to “do no
harm” in our effort to be loving neighbors, both in the
communities where we live and the places we visit and engage
with as church groups, volunteers, visiting ministry partners,
guests and interns?
The second workshop component includes practica

|ll

next steps,”



including resources and opportunities from the Disciples of

Christ (Christian Church) and United Church of Christ that can be
shared with anyone interested in serving in different communities
and/or ministry settings.

Bio: Kelly Burd serves as Minister for Volunteer Engagement
Ministries in the National Ministries of the United Church of
Christ. She earned a B.S. in Education from Ohio University and
taught English as a Second Language in Tokyo before attending
Yale Divinity School. Prior to her current role, Kelly served a
combined 15 years in two local churches, 7 years supporting youth
and young adult ministries in the National Ministries, and 4 years
as a hospice chaplain. Kelly has been an active facilitator and
trainer of Our Whole Lives (OWL) and Sexuality and Our Faith
since 2009, including at her home church, Lakewood
Congregational UCC. Kelly lives in Rocky River, Ohio with her
spouse John Forristal and their teenage children, Sam and Grace.

The Ministry of Racial Reconciliation

Presenter: Dr. Eric Brown

Description: The purpose of this workshop is
to encourage dialogue concerning systemic
racism. As a denomination that has as one of
its mission imperatives to be a
proreconciling/antiracist church, there will be
a discussion on the definition of systemic
racism, and then how as Christians we should
approach and oppose systemic racism in various institutions
where systemic racism is found.

Bio: Dr. Eric Brown is the Pastor of Woodland Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) in Columbus, Ohio. He was born in Omaha,



Nebraska; spent the last nine years of his childhood in Sandusky,
Ohio; and graduated from Sandusky High School. He received his
Bachelor of Science degree from Earlham College, his Master of
Divinity degree from Phillips Graduate Seminary, and his Doctor of
Ministry degree from Brite Divinity School. Dr. Brown is a strong
advocate of biblical justice and he seeks to manifest God's justice
and equity in the church and in the society at large.

The Only Conversation That Really Matters — How
Our Differences Can Connect Us
Presenter: Rev. Seth Stearns
Description: This session will explore the most
critical conversation that needs to take place if
we choose to have a conversation with someone
who sees the world differently than we do.

Bio: Rev. Seth Stearns has been a commissioned
Minister with the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) since June 2024 and currently serves as the minister of
Spiritual Life and Learning at First Community Church in
Columbus, Ohio. He also serves as the Director of the First
Community Foundation. He graduated from the Methodist
Theological School in Ohio with a master’s degree in Addiction
Counseling. His career history includes roles such as
Psychotherapist, Social Worker, Director of Global Talent
Management, and Chief Operating Officer of a technology services
company. He often teaches on topics related to spiritual
development, contemplative practices, and conversations across
different world views. He enjoys reading, golfing, and interesting
conversations. He and his wife, Lori, have six children and nine
grandchildren.




