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2026 General Assembly BEYOND:  
Love Surpassing 
Friday, July 10, 2026 10:00 AM  
to Saturday, July 11, 2026 6:00 PM 
Ephesians 3:14-21 
 
Stay updated on the General Assembly: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/docgeneralassembly 
 
Register Here: https://ga2026.disciples.org/series/general-assembly-2026-registration/landing_page? 
 
Sign Up 3 Congregational Delegates on ALEX: https://engage.suran.com/doc/s/login 
 
General Assembly Tech Training Video Recording: 
The General Assembly Tech Training video, recorded on March 14, 2026, is now available for viewing. This 
session provides essential guidance and practical support for navigating the technical aspects for the online 
2026 General Assembly, helping participants feel confident and prepared. We encourage host congregations to 
review the training as they prepare to fully engage in the Assembly experience. Find the video recording here: 
https://disciples.org/ga-tech-training/ 
 
 
Congregational Delegate Informational Session June 9th: 
There will be a Congregational Delegate Informational Session on June 9, 2026, at 8pm ET. Join us to learn 
more about the role of delegates at General Assembly. Participants will gain a better understanding of delegate 
responsibilities, the importance of representation in the life of the church, and what to expect as part of the 
General Assembly process. Register in advance for this meeting. After registering, you will receive a 
confirmation email containing information about joining the informational session. 
 
Sign up for this session here: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/Kt31KPu9TqCt-
jMoLI8ZiQ#/registration 
 
General Assembly Congregational Resources: 
The Proclamation Project has created a General Assembly Congregational Resource to help congregations 
prepare for General Assembly Sunday on June 28, 2026, and the 2026 General Assembly online July 10-11, 
2026. Centered on God's surpassing love that gathers all things together, this resource offers tools and 
guidance to inspire worship, conversation, and deeper engagement across the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ). 
 
Find those resources here: https://cdn.disciples.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/13131253/GA-2026-
Congregational-Resource.pdf 
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Can You Perceive It? – Part 2 
Reimagining The General Assembly Of The Christian Church 
(Disciples Of Christ) 
Rev. Allen V. Harris, Regional Pastor & President 
Christian Church in Ohio 
 

Last month I wrote in my newsletter column about perceiving 
things in new ways, especially when we didn't even realize our 
perceptions were impaired.  Quoting the Pentecost story in Acts 2 
and the famous words from Isaiah 43:18-18 about God doing a 
new thing, I gave some personal examples of "Aha!” moments 
where familiar things became brand new for me.  But on my mind 
the entire time writing my article was a perfect example from what 
is happening in our church today.  (If you didn't' get the chance, 
you can read the entire article here https://www.ccinoh.com/ccio-blog/2026/may/11/%E2%80%9Ccan-you-
perceive-it.aspx) 
 

The example that was on my mind was the General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the 
United States and Canada.  Since early on in our inception as a distinct movement in the Christian tradition, 
those of us in the Stone-Campbell movement have been drawn together as a whole body, whether as the 
International Convention, the National Convention of the Churches of Christ, the General Assembly, the 
National Convocation, the Biennial Assembly of Obra Hispana or NAPAD's Biennial Convocation, or other large 
events that bring us together as a whole, we have felt the need to hear the voices, learn the perspectives, 
share the wisdom, and build community across the breadth and depth of our faith tradition. 
 

A very large part of this need to gather is due to our polity and theology, both how we feel God has called us to 
organize ourselves and how we interpret scripture in regard to how we exist as church.  For us, when Jesus 
says, "Wherever two or three are gathered…” it is an explicit call to gather together as one body.  When we 
proclaim, "the priesthood of all believers,” we understand that this must be embodied communally and cannot 
be done in isolation.  From the beginning we knew that the church is most whole, most vibrant, most likely to 
fulfill Christ's mandate "that they may be one” when we come together to do the work and share the witness 
and feel the love of Christ in community.  
 

But we also know that our vision of coming together as the entire church has not always been realized fully or 
appreciated completely.  My very first General Assembly of the Christian Church I attended was in 1979 in St. 
Louis recorded an attendance of 8,179 persons.  As a young high school student I was in awe at the coming 
together of so many people who shared the same faith commitments – or most of them – as did I.  Previous 
Assemblies had as many as 10,500!  And yet the most recent General Assembly last summer in Memphis 
hosted only 2,121 attendees and, while still a phenomenal experience for me and filled with wisdom, grace, 
inspiration, and community, it was noticeably smaller than ever before. 
 

There are lots of reasons why our gatherings are leaner, and I could address (and have) this in detail.  But what 
I want to share here is that the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is in a time of reimagination, or to use the 
biblical language from Isaiah, a period where we are perceiving things differently.  Thanks to the hard and wise 
leadership of our General Minister and President, the Rev. Theresa Hord Owens, and the dedication and hard 
work of a host of gifted leaders across the life of the church, we have been engaged in a "Covenant Project” to 
take something we are familiar with, perhaps too comfortably so, and try to perceive it in new ways for a new 
day.  The General Assembly meeting in Louisville, Kentucky in 2023 voted to make some substantial changes in 
both the shape and purpose of the General Board of the church as well as the General Assembly.  The 
ramifications from those votes are being rolled out carefully, and this summer we will experience a signature 
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piece of the reimagining of the church in the online General Assembly July 10-11.  You can read all about the 
entire process here: https://disciples.org/covenant-project/ 
 

What has become clear to me as the effects of these changes begin to be processed in the Regional Church 
and Local Congregations is that we have to be extremely careful not to interpret what is happening as simply 
logistical and practical or, as some have misinterpreted, solely a sad necessity of the decline of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) and other mainline Protestant denominations.  It is neither, although there are 
certainly practical implications in both. 
 

What the Covenant Project is doing is calling the church to understand there is an urgent and essential need 
for us to work together collectively differently and to meet as a whole church in new ways.  This is a direct and 
covenantal response to God calling us to "do a new thing” and to "perceive it” with as much faith as we 
possibly can. 
 

In just over a month we will gather entirely on-line for the first time in our history as a movement through the 
use of technology.  This is monumental and has radically faithful implications for the Stone-Campbell 
movement.  It will only be a dramatic statement of faith, however, if we allow for it to be.  Here are some "new 
things” that will become real if we embrace the changes: 

• Because there will be no costs for travel, lodging, and meals this will be the most financially equitable 
gathering in our history.  This fulfills the mandate from Jesus in Matthew 4:19, "Come, follow me!” 

• Because every single congregation will have three delegates, in addition to all ordained and 
commissioned clergy, this will be the most representative gathering in our history.  This fulfills the 
promise of Isaiah 56 that we will be a house of prayer "for all people.” 

• Because there is no geographical location for this General Assembly, this will be the most united 
gathering in our history.  This fulfills the hope of the Apostle in Ephesians 5:6 of "one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism.” 

• Because we are giving the option of attending the General Assembly individually on our laptops, 
desktops, tablets, or even phones using the audio-visual options best for our needs OR gathering with 
others at a central location like a church, this will be the most accessible gathering in our history.  This 
fulfills the call in Romans 12:13 to share with those in need and practice hospitality. 

 

Are there still some obstacles to overcome and some bugs to be worked out?  Of course.  But those should not 
overshadow the exciting and innovative way we are attempting to be church in a new way for a new day! 
 

We have included with this newsletter a sheet outlining a number of important details to help you and your 
congregation connect with the larger body that is the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) at our General 
Assembly July 10-11 online.  Please check out this document and explore the options.  If your church 
administrator or pastor can access ALEX to register your delegates, great.  But if they cannot, please just 
contact me and I can very easily add your delegates to your church record.  All we need is a full name and the 
email address they will use to log on.  
 

And you don't have to be a delegate to attend!  Anyone can register for the General Assembly.  Find out more 
here: https://disciples.org/2026-general-assembly-beyond-love-surpassing/  And if your congregation wants to 
be a site for a gathering, please contact me directly. 
 

I do hope you are willing to put on the glasses of faith and look at what is happening in our church through the 
lens of faithful creativity and authentic responsiveness to God's call to us to "do a new thing.”  If we choose to, 
who knows what God will have in store for us next! 
 

Faithfully Yours, 
Allen 
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Disciples General Minister & President Visits Ohio 
 
On Sunday, May 17, First Community Church of 
Columbus hosted our very own Disciples of Christ 
General Minister and President, the Rev. Theresa Hord 
Owens.  
 
As part of their ministry through their Spiritual Life & 
Learning Center, under the direction of Rev. Seth 
Stearns, they brought Rev. Owens in for a packed day of 
preaching and presentations. The day included three 
services of worship, a brief Q&A with their Sunday 
School class, lunch with District 9 Disciples of Christ 
clergy, and a presentation on her book, "Staying At The 
Table.” Rev. Glen Miles is Senior Pastor of the congregation. 
 
You can order Rev. Owen's book from Chalice Press by following this link: 
https://chalicepress.com/products/staying-at-the-table 
 

 
 

Still Time To Register! 
Summer Camps & Conferences 
 
With registrations still coming in, we've 
already received over 300 registrations 
for our Summer Programs and we've got 
room for plenty more!! 
 
We can't wait to see everyone. 

 
Help us spread the word about the life-changing programs available and don't forget, Camp is not limited to 
members of your church. All are welcome! There's still time to invite friends, family members, and/or children 
and youth in your communities to attend. 
 
Scholarships are available for all of our Summer Programs. We never want money to be the reason someone 
doesn't attend. 
 
All of the details and forms are available at https://ccinoh.com/camp-christian/summer-programs/form-
downloads-and-links.aspx 
 
Click on the link above to get forms and details for Grandparents Camp, Ribbit Camp, Otter Camp, Chi Rho 
Camp, CYF Conference, Advance Conference, Adult Conference, and links to the Heartland Conference 
programs. 
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Volunteers Make Major Improvements To Camp Christian 
 
Volunteers from First Christian Church of Wadsworth, accompanied by volunteers from Compass Christian 
Church of Mason and Westerville Community United Church of Christ, spent a week at Camp Christian in Mid-
May painting, mowing, and making much-needed improvements to the Camp.  Led by the energy and passion 
of Rick and Karen Rule from Wadsworth, this intrepid group painted the exterior of Cabins A, B, & C, mowed 
the lawn, and did several other tasks under the direction of our Camp Christian Facilities Manager, Dave 
Stonebraker-Martinez. 
 
If your congregation, group of friends, club or community group would like to volunteer at Camp Christian, 
please contact Dave Stonebraker-Martinez at DStonebraker-Martinez@ccinoh.org 
 

 
 

 
 

Dive Into Tomorrow Celebrates Successes, Invites 
Participation 
 
On Saturday, May 16th our Regional Church gathered 
with energy, joy, and purpose for our Dive Into 
Tomorrow day-long celebration.  There were so many 
aspects of the day that were a faithful and wonderful 
success!  The Camp, Conference, Retreat, & Partner 
Ministry Fair shared valuable information and built 
excitement for this upcoming summer and beyond.   
 
Throughout the day a marvelous camp, conference, and 

retreat slideshow was viewable in the Dining Hall, carefully prepared by Rev. Gladys Davis. The Camp Open 
House and Scavenger Hunt, organized by Rev. Laureen Roe and crew, led people to explore our 79-acre 
property and many of the sites for both camp, the Regional Church Office, and the Disaster Response 
Depot.  Rex Overstreet made sure our fisherfolk kept busy on the bridge over Lake Snoopy. Sales at the 
Canteen in the Rec Hall of T-shirts, water bottles, and snacks were brisk all day long with thanks to Jennie 
Stoddart Bernard, Regional Administrator, and Dave Bernard and a host of volunteers. The 50-50 raffle, led by 
Brittany Stricklen-Hillyard and Katy Hale, garnered over $900 with the winner being Advance Conference 
officer, Megan Cross! 

mailto:DStonebraker-Martinez@ccinoh.org
https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2645&m=2775&nl=5&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=16811&l=-https--www.facebook.com/media/set/--Q-set--E-a.1418511780314407--A-type--E-3


 
The Construction Blessing and Ceremonial Shovel 
Ceremony was lively and meaningful, thanks to the 
leadership of Rev. Jim Bane and Rev. Roger McKinney. 
Ceremonial Photos were taken by Julian Curet* and 
organized by Holly Harris Bane. The appetizers barbecue 
dinner cooked by Amanda Blaine, Camp Christian 
Hospitality Manager and Assistant Kitchen Manager Holly 
Hall, was as delicious as it was abundant.  The talent 
show, emceed by Rev. Mark Harris, topped off the night 
with joy and delight.  
 

To experience just a snippet of the evening, watch this wonderful video: https://youtu.be/JN0fB5oVuZg.   
 
A very special thanks goes to Rev. Audrey Connor for her leadership of the event and Dave Stonebraker-
Martinez, our Camp Christian Facilities Manager, for his ongoing hard work. 
 
Gratitude goes out to so many people who helped make Saturday possible, and especially for everyone who 
has donated to the If Not Now, When? If Not You, Who? 
financial campaign. Excitement for this campaign was 
positively buoyant that Saturday and will propel us into 
the future! 
 
*A very special word of gratitude goes to Julian Curet for 
being the official photographer for the Dive Into 
Tomorrow event. The photos included in this article are 
from Julian.  
 
To see the rest of Julian's photos, as well as photos from 
others who were in attendance at the Dive Into 
Tomorrow event, please go to:   
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1418511780314407&type=3 
 
For more information about the If Not Now, When? If Not You, Who? Campaign, including how to donate, 
please go to https://www.ccinoh.com/campaign  
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How Some Of Our Ohio Disciples of Christ Congregations & Campus Ministries Are Celebrating Pride Month! 
 
Disciples Christian Church, Cleveland Heights 
 
Disciples Christian Church will be celebrating Pride 
month in worship on June 14th at 10am.  This year we 
are especially thankful to be part of a larger sacred 
community in our building which includes THREE other 
LGBTQIA+ inclusive faith communities.  Jewish and 
Christian--predominately white and predominately 
black--largely progressive and largely conservative--we 
have four culturally and theologically distinctive faith 
communities that not only share a building, but share 
core values of inclusion and love for all people (and for 
each other).  DCC also hosts a vibrant and diverse 
cultural arts center that was founded with inclusion as 
its foundation.   
 
When we are all supporting one-another, I like to think: "this is what love looks like!".  Happy Pride month!  
~ Rev. Jason Bricker-Thompson   
 
St. Andrew Christian Church in Dublin 
 
Every Service starts with our Welcome statement on the screen and every Youtube video starts with our 
Welcome Statement on the screen.  Every weekly News Email contains our Welcome Statement.  We want it 
out there so people know what we mean by "all are welcome in God's church here.”  
 
It reads as follows… 
The Saint Andrew Welcome Statement:  Saint Andrew Christian Church invites and welcomes all people to join 
us for worship, membership, leadership, and communion at the Lord's Table.  We value the diversity of God's 
creation including diversity of sexual orientation, gender identity, race, ethnicity, age, faith history, economic 
status, familial status, and ability. We seek to continue to learn and grow as disciples of Jesus as we share 
unconditional Christian love and welcome all who want to rejoice in God's love. 
~ Rev. Morgan Wickizer 
 
Hiram Christian Church, Hiram 
 
Hiram Christian Church will be celebrating its second anniversary of formally becoming an Open and Affirming 
congregation on June 9th. Living into this commitment has been life-giving in our congregation and community 
- enriching relationships with family and neighbors. Hiram has formed a relationship with the LGBTQIA+ 
Student Group on the campus of Hiram College (PRYSM) and looks forward to how the church may be of 
service. Moving into this commitment to receive, honor, and love one another for who we are is making the 
conviction of "imago dei” more concrete and faith and love more genuine.  
 
Hiram Christian Church is an Open and Affirming congregation within the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 
We have committed to being a church that welcomes and includes all people within the whole life of the 
church because how we love one another is how we love God. 
~ Rev. Chris McCreight 
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Compass Christian Church, Mason 
 
For the past several years, Compass Christian Church has 
celebrated a Pride Sunday. This year, the church will 
celebrate the entire month with a sermon series led by our 
Pastor, Rev. Beckie Linn Shelton. The series is entitled: 
Living and Loving Boldly as God's Rainbow Children.  
 
Each week our liturgical elements, our slide presentations, 
our communion table, and even our music offerings will all be welcoming, affirming, colorful, and inclusive 
(just as we try to make them each and every week)!  And on June 14th, we will include, as we also have for the 
past several years, an honoring of Juneteenth through story and song. Blessings. 
~ Rev. Beckie Linn Gregory Shelton 
 

First Federated Church, North Jackson 
 
This (picture) is a sample of the First Federated Church 
Photo Booth background for Pride in the Valley on 
Courthouse Square in Warren starting at noon on June 
20th.  We've got a pet and child size backdrop too. Our 
theme is "Your Full Self Is Welcome Here.”  
 
We have lots of fun engaging with people and pets. 
Putting on temporary tattoos gives us a chance to chat 
about whatever is on a person's mind without being 
intrusive or too "churchy.” Everyone who stops by gets a 
heart-shaped inclusive colors pin on a card with contact 
info on one side and an adaptation of Psalm 139 from 

The Voice Bible  on the other. It's a beautiful interpretation of affirmation that lets people see we mean it 
when we say all are welcome. 
~ Rev. Jack Acri 
 
United Christian Ministries, Kent State University 
 
Happy PRIDE month to all!  
 
UCM at Kent is paused during the summer, since students go home, so we are attaching their spring wrap up 
newsletter which has a great feature on how Gen Z feels Christian love and support through UCM.  In 
particular, you'll see the slide of SARAH at the Lavender Celebration in front of 500 persons in the KSU 
Ballroom  expressing how UCM upheld her through 3 years of college.  Her simple expression is priceless and 
moving!  My Musings are also under her slide about the importance of LGBTQIA+ ministry!  
 
Thanks sharing and increasing support for our beloved LGBRQIA+ students in these difficult times! 
~ Rev. Lauren Odell-Scott, Director of Campus Ministry 
 
If your congregation would like to start the journey towards becoming fully Open and Affirming of all God's 
children, especially our LGBTQIA+ family, friends, and neighbors, please contact the Rev. Jermell Witherspoon, 
Executive Director of the Disciples Alliance Q at alliance@disciplesallianceq.org and check out their webpage 
at https://disciplesallianceq.org/open-affirming-ministries/becoming-o-a/ 
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ONA Network Meeting Online  
June 18th, 6:30pm 
 
The ONA Network of the Heartland Conference of the United 
Church of Christ has a monthly Zoom Call on the Third Thursday 
of each month at 6:30 p.m.  They have graciously invited our 
Ohio Christian Church Open & Affirming Congregations and 
Campus Ministries and other affirming individuals to join them 
in their monthly calls.   
 
They are in the process of planning a retreat at Camp Christian 
this next October for both UCC and DOC members.   
 
If you want to receive the invitation and Zoom link for the ONA 
Network Calls please email Rev. Bobby Burtt at 
networks@heartlanducc.org and he will add you to the list. 

 

 
 
Construction Underway On The Centers' H.O.P.E. 
Campus New Welcome Center 
 
The H.O.P.E. Campus Welcome Center Steering 
Committee has been actively convening to support the 
development of a coordinated, trauma-informed 
Welcome Center and broader Child Wellness Campus 
model designed to support youth entering custody and 
youth experiencing placement disruption. Several 
focused subgroups have been established to guide 
planning and implementation efforts across operations, 
clinical services, safety, education, workforce development, and family engagement. The planning process has 
included broad representation from Child Welfare, Behavioral Health, Juvenile Justice, Healthcare Systems, 
Education Partners, Developmental Disabilities, Community-Based Providers, Law Enforcement, Youth Voice, 
Legal and Advocacy Partners, and State and County Leadership. This collaborative effort continues to 
strengthen a shared regional vision focused on stabilization, coordinated care, family connection, and 
improved long-term outcomes for children and youth. 
 
The Christian Church in Ohio (Disciples of Christ) and many of our local congregations and members are active 
partners and strong supporters of the Centers' H.O.P.E. Campus (formerly the Cleveland Christian Home.) 
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Adult Conference Announces Workshops For June 22-25 
Conference 
 
Every year the Adult Conference of the Christian Church in Ohio 
(Disciples of Christ) and the Heartland Conference of the United 
Church of Christ offers a wide range of workshops in addition to 
the morning Bible Lecturer and evening Vesper Speaker.  This 
year there are 13 workshops with 12 presenters, some 
repeating, on Tuesday, June 23 and Wednesday, June 24. 
 
Stewardship Footprints, Rev. Dr. Nadine Burton – Vice 
President, Great Lakes Zone, Christian Church Foundation and 
former Executive Regional Minister of the Great river Region of 
the Disciples of Christ. 
 
Autobiography And Story, Rev. Ruth Hopkins – Local Church 

Pastor, choir director, administrator and Chair of the Faith Formation Team of the Southwest Ohio/Northern 
Kentucky Association of the UCC. 
 
Loving Our Neighbor Through Advocacy And Justice, Deacon Nick Bates – A Deacon in the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of America, Nick is Interim Executive Director of the Ohio Council of Churches and Director of 
the Hunger Network of Ohio 
 
Praying With Color, Jackie Dean – Commissioned Minister in Spiritual Formation and Direction and longtime 
member of First Congregational Church of Columbus. 
 
Paying The Pastor (For Clergy + Church Leadership), Raquel Collazo - Assistant Vice President for Client 
Relations for the Pension Fund of the Christian Church serving Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, the 
Northeastern states and all Spanish speaking members across the U.S & Puerto Rico 
 
The Ministry Of Racial Reconciliation, Rev. Dr. Eric Brown – Pastor of Woodland Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) in Columbus and former member of the Reconciliation Commission of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) 
 
American Sign Language (ASL) In Worship, Lynn Wilson – Member of Gender Road Christian Church in Canal 
Winchester and trained at the Columbus Technical Institute in ASL, longtime interpreter for Adult Conference 
and Gender Road Christian Church. 
 
Praying Without Ceasing, Rev. Allen Harris – Regional Pastor and President of the Christian Church in Ohio; 
formerly Regional Minister for the Capital Area Region and local church pastor in Cleveland, Ohio, New York, 
New York, and Grapevine, Texas. 
 
Church Insurance, We Love To Ignore Until We Need It!, John Buhall – third generation independent 
insurance agent and for 30 years a principal at Richey-Barrett Insurance in Westlake. 
 
Healthy Communication, Healthy Boundaries - Boundary Training (3 Parts), Rev. Dr. Elena Larrson – Ordained 
minister in the United Church of Christ, General Minister of the Living Waters Association in the Heartland 
Conference.  Note: this course counts for both the UCC & DOC Clergy Healthy Boundary Requirement For 
Standing 
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Our Whole Lives 101: Human Sexuality Education as a Form of Religious Education, Kelly Burd – Minister for 
Volunteer Engagement Ministries in the National Ministries of the United Church of Christ and former local 
church pastor and hospice chaplain. 
 
The Language and Lessons of Neighborly Love, Kelly Burd – see bio above 
 
The Only Conversation That Really Matters – How Our Differences Can Connect Us, Rev. Seth Stearns – 
Commissioned Minister of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and Minister of Spiritual Life and Learning 
at First Community Church in Columbus. 
 
Creating Sacred Space: Supporting Those Hurt by Religion, Rev. Pastor Michelle Wilkey – Ordained minister in 
the United Church of Christ, current Lead Pastor of Harmony Creek Church. 
 
For registration and the Adult Conference daily schedule, go to https://ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/adult-
conference.aspx 
 

 
 
Save The Date: Congregational Renewal Retreat with Rev. Derrick Perkins 
Saturday, November 21st at Camp Christian 9:30 am to 3:30 pm 
 
A Committed Church for Chaotic Times (Matthew 14:6-20) 
with Rev. Derrick Perkins, Director for Congregational Vitality & 
Innovation 
Disciples Home Missions 
 
Join us for a daylong conversation with Rev. Derrick Perkins, who will speak 
with us about congregational renewal and becoming congregations who 
are prepared and living "For Such a Time as This". 
 
Derrick is the Director for Congregational Vitality and Innovation for DHM. 
Prior to joining DHM, Derrick was the Pastor of Centennial Christian 
Church in St. Louis, MO. While at Centennial, Rev. Perkins provided 
significant leadership in developing ministry programs and partnerships 
that address and engage social determinants, health disparities, food 
insecurity, education, communal uplift, cultural enrichment, and more. 
Under Rev. Perkins' leadership, Centennial became a community hub, providing resources for families and 
residents in Fountain Park, Lewis Place, and many neighborhoods throughout the St. Louis Metropolitan area. 
Rev. Perkins has a history of providing leadership, consulting, and program support for many not-for-profit 
organizations locally and nationally. 
 
Born and raised in urban communities affected by poverty and systemic injustice, he has embraced ministry 
and dedicated his life to partnering with God's mission to establish justice for all God's people. Derrick's motto 
for living is "Only what you do for Christ is going to last!”  
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Minister Erika Harris Approved For Ordination 
 
On Tuesday, May 19th, members of Team 1 of the 
Commission on Ministry met at Bethany Christian 
Church of Cleveland for the final meeting with Min. Erika 
Harris on her path towards ordination. After reviewing 
her credentials, including her work at Lexington 
Theological Seminary, from which she will graduate in 
June, the Commission unanimously approved Erika for 
ordination! 
 
Senior Pastor of Bethany Christian Church is the Rev. Dr. 
Robin Hedgeman, who, along with members of her staff 
and leaders of the congregation hosted the meeting with 

grace and abundance. Chair of the COM is Rev. Chris McCreight and Team 1 Chair is Rev. Cynthia Klingemier. 
 
Erika's ordination is planned for Sunday, October 4 at 2:30 PM at Bethany Christian Church in Cleveland. All are 
invited! 
 

 
 
Rev. Michelle L. Dixon Installed As Settled Pastor Of 
Summit Christian Church, Dayton 
 
On Saturday afternoon, May 30, the Rev. Michelle L. 
Dixon was installed as the Pastor of Summit Christian 
Church in Dayton.  
 
This was a historic moment as she is the first woman 
serving in this position in the congregation.  
 
The service was officiated by Rev. Thomas Barnes, 
Regional Elder for District 8/12 and the installation 
liturgy was led by Rev. Allen Harris, our Regional Pastor 
and President. Elder Signoria McClure was Chair of the 
Search Committee. Evangelist Tina Mobley preached the Word. A celebration dinner followed the service. Rev. 
Dixon has served as Interim Pastor for the last few years. 
 
 

 
 



Rev. Paul Bomeli Installed As Settled Pastor Of St. Paul's 
UCC, Wapakoneta 
 
On Sunday morning, May 31, the Rev. Paul Bomeli was 
installed as Pastor of St. Paul's United Church of Christ in 
Wapakoneta.  
 
Our Regional Minister, Rev. Allen Harris, co-officiated the 
installation service with the Rev. Don Giesmann, Bridge 
Association Minister of the Northwest Association of the 
United Church of Christ Heartland. Conference. The Rev. 
Morgan Wickizer was guest preacher for the occasion. 
The Chair of the Search Committee was Melanie Webb.  
A celebration luncheon followed the service. 

 
 

 
 
Disciples Mission Week Set For  
September 8th - 13th 
 
Save the dates! Disciples Mission Week is 
happening September 8–13, 2026! Join us for 
nightly webinars with expert speakers on food 
insecurity, disability equity, housing, and health 
equity — plus a Day of Volunteering on Sept. 12 
and a worship celebration on Sept. 13. Mark your 
calendars and stay tuned for more details! 
 
To sign up to receive more information, click this 
link: 
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/6wZJyU4 
 
In 2025, DHM launched Disciples Mission HUB to 
engage, network, and learn about local mission 
and outreach across the life of the church. The 
driving force behind this initiative is DHM's 
commitment to engaging in coordinated 
missions on behalf of the whole church. Building 
on the Mission HUB initiative, and in line with 
our ongoing priorities, DHM is planning a 
multiday event called Disciples Mission Week to 
highlight the work of local missions and outreach 
ministries across the life of the church. 
 
Scripture Focus for the Week: Isaiah 58:6-10  
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Activities for the week of September 8-13, 2026: 
 

1. Educate and Create Awareness – DHM wants to provide educational opportunities and ignite energy 
around the issues that congregations are addressing. Currently, the priorities we are highlighting 
through the HUB are food insecurity, housing insecurity, healthcare inequities, and disability equity. 
 
The work of education and creating awareness during Disciples Mission Week will be carried out as four 
webinar style gatherings held Tuesday through Friday evenings: 
Tuesday, September 8 – Food Insecurity 
Wednesday, September 9 – Housing Insecurity 
Thursday, September 10 – Healthcare Inequities 
Friday, September 11 – Disability Equity 

2. Inspiring Volunteer Action – A second component of Disciples Mission Week will be a "day of 
volunteering” on Saturday, September 12, 2026, in Disciples communities across the U.S. and Canada. 
Congregations will be encouraged to organize volunteers for one-day projects in their churches, 
communities, regions, with a local partner, and/or with other local congregations. These activities can 
be in support of existing ministries or be a steppingstone to getting one started. 

3. Celebrate and Worship – Finally, we will encourage Disciples congregations to celebrate the good work 
they have been doing and continue to do in their churches and their communities. This will be done in 
their worship services on Sunday, September 13, 2026. DHM will provide resources for worship. 

 
Find out more at: https://disciplesmissionhub.org/disciples-mission-week-2026/ 
 

 
 
Disciples Worship Arts Institute 
December 8-10 
Daytona Beach, Florida 
 
Mark your calendars and "Save the Date" for our 
Disciples Worship Arts Institute! Convened by 
our Christian Education and Faith Formation 
ministry, Dr. Monique Crain Spells will gather 
esteemed worship leaders from across our 
church to nurture colleagues.  It will take place 
December 8-10, at Daytona Beach Drive-In 
Church & Renaissance Oceanfront Hotel in 
Daytona Beach, Florida. 
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Register Now: 2026 Hall-Proctor 
Institute for Child Advocacy Ministry 
(July 13–16) 
 
The Hall-Proctor Institute for Child 
Advocacy Ministry is offering a special 
discount code for up to four leaders in 
the Christian Church in Ohio available 
through June 15th to register for the 2026 Prathia B. Hall–Samuel DeWitt Proctor Institute for Child Advocacy 
Ministry, taking place July 13–16, 2026, at the Children's Defense Fund's Alex Haley Farm in Clinton, 
Tennessee. Use code GACode350 to access the Early Bird registration rate of $350.00. 
 
In addition, group registration is available through June 15, 2026, for groups of five or more at $335 for each 
registrant. My hope is that this option helps create greater accessibility for others in your network who may be 
interested. 
 
You can learn more about the Hall-Proctor Institute through this video, which may be helpful as you consider 
joining us and/or sharing this opportunity with your faith community. 
 
I would be grateful to welcome you to Alex Haley Farm this summer and hope you will consider joining us for 
Hall-Proctor 2026. 
 
Blessings, 
Rev. Marvin Silver 
Director, Leadership Development & Organizing 
 

 
 
 
Celebrate World Refugee Day Saturday, June 20th 
 
As we approach World Refugee Day (June 20) and celebrate 80 
years of Church World Service, I'm reaching out with an easy, 
meaningful engagement opportunity you can share with 
members of your congregation and across your region: Journey 
for Justice.  
 
Journey for Justice is a flexible, faith-centered "42.5-
mile challenge,” inspired by the 42.5 million refugees worldwide. 
Participants can walk, bike, swim, or combine activities over a 
weekend, a week, or a month—while raising funds to 
support CWS programs serving refugees in the U.S. and around 
the world.  
 
Please share Journey for Justice through your communications 
(email lists, newsletters, and social media) so your members and friends can participate?  I'm happy to provide 
any additional wording you need.  
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For congregations, Journey for Justice is a meaningful way to:  
• Make faith visible through action   
• Expand mission beyond the pews   
• Fundraise beyond the collection plate   
• Live out the call to welcome the stranger (Matthew 25:35)   

 
In a world marked by fear and division, Journey for Justice is a faithful witness of welcome, hope, and love 
of neighbor.   
 
Would you be willing to share this opportunity with your members, visitors, and partners in the coming 
weeks?  Learn more and register: https://cwsglobal.org/journeyforjustice  
 
With gratitude and hope,  
David Costellow 
National Congregational Engagement Manager 
Church World Service 
 

 
 

Chalice Press Offers New Book "Church Together" — Free Sampler 
Available 
 
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN EVERY GENERATION BELONGS 
 
Now available for preorder & download free sampler! 
 
Imagine a church where a 4-year-old's curiosity and a 90-year-old's wisdom 
don't just coexist — they help shape one another's faith. 
 
In Church Together, ministry leaders Traci Smith and David M. Csinos offer a 
practical, hopeful guide for churches ready to move beyond age-group silos 
and build deeper connections across generations. 
 
To introduce the book, we're offering a free sampler download available on 
the product page. 
 
Inside, you'll get a glimpse of creative, field-tested ideas that can help your 

church: 
•          Create worship experiences that engage every age 
•          Build authentic friendships across generations 
•          Foster deeper discipleship and shared belonging 
•          Become a more connected and thriving faith community 
 
You'll also discover adaptable practices like Brick Prayers, Café au Play, Noisy Offerings, and Stones of Kindness 
— simple but meaningful ways to help people grow together in faith. 
 
The future of the church isn't separated by generations. It's built together. 
Save 30% Here 
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SAVE THE DATE: Christian Church in Ohio Regional Assembly 
Saturday, October 10th at Camp Christian 
 
Our Theme:  
Listening For God In A Noisy World: Listen. See. Do. 
 
Our Theme Scripture: Philippians 4:9 (NLT) 
"Keep putting into practice all you learned and received from me—everything you heard from me and saw me 
doing. Then the God of peace will be with you.” 
 
There will be Worship, Workshops, Vender/Exhibition Area, Lunch, and more! 
 
Details and Registration Coming Soon! 
 

 


