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Can You Perceive It? 
 
Rev. Allen V. Harris, Regional Pastor & President 
Christian Church in Ohio 
 
[Photo Note: What first comes to mind when you observe this photo? 
What are all the fantastical or ordinary purposes for what you see in 
the picture? To find out what it is, read my article below.] 
 
I still remember it like it was yesterday, but it is a memory almost 50 
years old. I walked out of the ophthalmologist's office wearing my first 
pair of glasses and I looked up and saw bright green trees hundreds of 
feet across the street with individual leaves distinctly patterned filling 
their branches. It was breathtaking, not simply because of its natural 
beauty, but because I had not realized that for most of my young life I 
was missing seeing these details. 
 
The school year before my sophomore English teacher, on the last day 
of class, said to me, "Allen, if you aren't wearing glasses when you return in the fall I'm going to send you 
home.” This shocked me because I had never even considered the idea that I needed glasses, and I was really 
good in English. [Or better yet, "I was really proficient in my English classes.” Whew!] When I pushed back a bit, 
she pointed out to me that any time I sat in one of the back rows I: squinted to look at the front chalk board, or 
I asked her to repeat verbally something she had written on the board, or I would quite literally walk up to the 
board to read something then return to my seat to write it in my notebook. 
 
I was stunned. I had never noticed my own deficit even though clearly I was compensating for it in multiple 
ways. While still doubtful of her prognosis, I agreed to get my eyes checked that summer, which I did. And I 
discovered I was farsighted and needed eyeglasses. Seeing those beautiful crisp leaves in the trees, and the 
smartly designed windows up on tall skyscrapers (well, really just "tall buildings” in my small town), or 
readable signs far down the road was all I needed to confirm my teacher's wise recommendation and 
acknowledge my own shortsightedness (pun intended). 
 
We human beings are prone to believe that the way we observe things, that the way things are currently, are 
the only way they can be. Furthermore, we even have the hubris sometimes to presume that the way we 
perceive things are the way they should be, not just for ourselves, but for everyone. Working in the church my 
entire life, this even happens with faithful, generous, and thoughtful church members and leaders (shocking, I 
know!) Likewise, I have found that shaming people for this doesn't help matters. Nor does being 
condescending. Thankfully my teacher never once shamed me for having compromised eyesight or for not 
realizing it on my own. She simply pointed out what her observations were and pointed me to a solution. Well, 
technically she demanded a solution, but she was my teacher and I was a self-confident student. 
 
As we prepare for the upcoming celebration of Pentecost in the church on Sunday, May24, we are once again 
reminded of how we very often become comfortable with the way things are and occasionally need to be 
reminded that there may be better ways to do things. Of course, the primary scripture we will read that 



Sunday is from the Acts of the Apostles, Chapter 2, but I am also reminded of the magnificent words in the 
prophet Isaiah Chapter 43, especially verses 18 & 19: 
 
Do not remember the former things 
  or consider the things of old. 
I am about to do a new thing; 
  now it springs forth; do you not perceive it? 
I will make a way in the wilderness 
  and rivers in the desert. 
 
Ee Yan Tan, professor at Seminari Theoloji and local church pastor in Seremban, Malaysia reminds us that this 
text both affirms what God has done for us in the past while at the same time urging us to consider how God is 
doing something new for, with, in us in the present. Professor Tan writes, "The exodus of the past will not be 
the only salvific event God's people can speak about. God's salvation and liberation for them are continuous 
and contemporary. The people need not rely on memory; God's people can speak of their very own present 
experiences of God's salvation. 'A new thing' is happening here and now for this generation of God's people.”1 
[emphasis mine] 
 
This wisdom really stirs something powerful and hopeful in my soul, and I hope it can do the same for our 
churches and faith leaders as well. What is necessary for us to receive this good news is to hone the ability to 
both honor and celebrate the past while at the same time actively seeking and living into the new, never-
before-perceived ways of God opening up before us in the here and now! Churches that are vibrant, healthy, 
and growing spiritually are those churches that truly understand how to celebrate the past while actively 
exploring the future. What feels like letting go of precious tried-and-true ways of doing things can actually be a 
building on, growing upon, learning from the past in order to embrace God's new way of being in the world. 
Surely this can be frightening and feel like jumping into the confusion of the unknown, but if we trust the God 
who has been with us up to now, we know God will not abandon us now. Tan describes this well, "God 
triumphs over all that causes fear and chaos in our lives, and over all that threatens our existence, be it water, 
war, or wilderness. The Lord makes a new way. It is a fulfillment of the promise made.”2 
 
This Pentecost, rather than simply seeing the holiday as a fun way to play with the image of fire in worship, or 
giggle at how the scripture reader has to struggle with rarely pronounced names like Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
maybe we can instead deeply ponder the ways God has been with us and our churches so faithfully in the past, 
and what might God be calling us to trust the divine in leading us into in the future. What idea did that youth 
group member come up with recently that we dismissed so quickly but might need to be revisited? What 
beloved church program that has become wearisome and boring might need a total makeover, or might even 
need to be retired? Who has visited our church recently that stretched our understanding of "all are welcome” 
who might actually be God's angels visiting "unawares?” How can our church boards, teams, and committees 
practice perceiving new things that are of God? 
 
And may all of us, myself included, be open to perceiving a new thing and then making it a reality! 
 
Oh, and the photo is the walkway over High Street from the Hilton Hotel to the Columbus Convention Center. 
You're welcome! 
 

1 Ee Yan Tan, Commentary on Isaiah 43:16-21, WorkingPreacher.com, April 6, 2025, found online at 
https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/fifth-sunday-in-lent-
3/commentary-on-isaiah-4316-21-6 
2 Ibid. 
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Disciples General Minister & President Visits 
Ohio Sunday, May 17, First Community Church 
 
Rev Terri Hord Owens, General Minister and 
President of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ), will be coming to First Community 
Church of Columbus on May 17, 2026.  
 
She will preach at all three services: 9:00 am at 
First Community North in Wing Grace Hall at 
3777 Dublin Road; then at 10:00 am at First 
Community Church South at 1320 Cambridge 
Blvd; and then 11:00 am at First Community 
Church North in the Sanctuary at 3777 Dublin 
Road. 
 

At 3:00 pm Rev. Owens will present thoughts from her recently released book, Staying at the Table - Being the 
Church that We Say We Are at the North/Dublin Church. There will be a Q&A session and book signing 
following her presentation. There is no charge for the 3:00 pm event and books will be available for purchase. 
Please use the QR code on the graphic (or this link) to register for the 3:00 pm event. 
 
District 9 Clergy are invited to lunch with Rev. Owens. Please email Rev. Audrey Connor our Regional Elder for 
District 9 to RSVP. 
 

 
 
THIS SATURDAY! Camp Christian Work Day 
May 9th 
This event will be happening most of the day, but you can 
attend as you are able. There are tasks suited for a wide 
range of ages and abilities. 
 
Here are a few of the tasks that need worked on around 
Camp Christian in preparation of the Summer Programs. 

• Cleaning Cabin Clusters 
• Set up Green Chairs around Camp 
• Power Washing 
• Clean out Gutters and Downspouts 
• Cleaning Boats and Life Jackets 
• Cleaning Vespers Spots 
• Cleaning in all Buildings 
• Weed control throughout Camp 
• Washing Windows 
• Painting Swings & Chairs 
• General grounds cleanup 
• Just to name a few! 

 
Please wear work clothes, boots or heavy duty shoes, and bring gloves. Certain tasks may require more PPE. 
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Anyone under the age of 18 must have a parent or guardian attending and working with them. If your 
Congregation would like to send your Youth Group, with adult chaperones, this is OK as long as the Church has 
clear permission slips from the parent/guardian(s).  
 
There is no charge to participate, but you must RSVP for the event so we can plan. 
 
If you have any questions about this or want to bring some of your own equipment, please contact Campsite 
Manager David Stonebraker-Martinez DStonebraker-Martinez@ccinoh.org. 
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation to the supplies for the work day, you can do so 
at https://www.ccinoh.com/donation.aspx -Select "Other” as your designation and type in "May 9th Work 
Day.” You can also mail a contribution by check to Camp Christian – 10335 Maple Dell Rd., Marysville, OH 
43040. 
 
For more information and to RSVP, go to https://www.ccinoh.com/regional-
calendar.aspx?events=15936&action=details 
 

 
 

Dive Into Tomorrow is more than one event! 
May 16, 2026 at Camp Christian 
 
OPEN HOUSE 
From 1:00–3:45 PM, Camp Christian will be 
buzzing with Open House fun! Come early to get 
welcomed at camp, enjoy guided tours, and take 
in the beauty of the grounds. Families and 
friends can jump into a camp-wide scavenger 
hunt, hop on for wagon rides, and grab snacks 

along the way. It's a relaxed, come-as-you-are time to explore, reconnect, and experience the joy of camp 
before the Pool Construction Blessing later in the afternoon. 
 
POOL CONSTRUCTION BLESSING 
At 4:00 PM, everyone will gather for a meaningful Pool Construction Blessing Ceremony—a moment to pause, 
give thanks, and dedicate this new chapter of Camp Christian life to God. Through liturgy, music, and prayer, 
we'll bless the work underway and the generations of campers, counselors, and families who will be 
strengthened by it. Afterward, there will be time for plenty of group photos—church groups, camp counselors, 
staff alumni, and friends—capturing the joy of this milestone together. 
 
CELEBRATION 
Beginning at 5:30 PM, the celebration continues with appetizers and dinner, followed by a Talent Show. This is 
the perfect time to relax, enjoy good food, and share plenty of laughter as camp friends and church families 
gather around the table together. RSVP is required so we can plan well for the meal—please use the event QR 
code to respond. Come hungry, come ready to cheer, and come ready to celebrate all that God is doing at 
Camp Christian! 
 
The entire event is FREE to attend, but you must RSVP! 
 
Details and RSVP at https://ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx?events=16149&action=details 
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Disciples Fellowship Retreat 
Memorial Day Weekend: May 22-24 
at Camp Christian 
 
For All Ages! 
 
The Theme for this Retreat is "The Music We Sing” 
 
Come join us as we explore how the music we share in our worship 
experiences can heal, create community, and change how we 
experience the Divine within ourselves and with one another. Our 
subject leader for the weekend is Rev. Joyce Wealand, pastor of 
Northwest Christian Church in Columbus, Ohio, and Core Team 
Member of the Convergence Music Project, an organization 
committed to providing beautiful new songs to deepen and serve 
the worship experience of congregations and individuals who 
embrace a more inclusive and justice-focused way following the 
path of Jesus. 
 
For more details and registration, go to https://ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/disciples-fellowship.aspx 
 
Disciples Fellowship Retreats are held every Memorial Day and Labor Day. We are a volunteer organization of 
long-time camp attendees who want to share the spirit of camp and the love of God with others. You can help 
us do that by coming to our retreat yourself and by inviting others to join you. Share this information with your 
church, family, and others who might appreciate a spirit-filled weekend of good fellowship and worship. 

 
 
Summer Camp & Conference Registration 
 
With registrations still coming in, we've already received over 200 
registrations for our Summer Programs and we've got room for plenty 
more!! 
 
We can't wait to see those who have already registered. 
 
Help us spread the word about the life-changing programs available 
and don't forget, Camp is not limited to members of your church. All 
are welcome! There's still time to invite friends, family members, 
and/or children and youth in your communities to attend. 
 
Scholarships are available for all of our Summer Programs. We never 
want money to be the reason someone doesn't attend. 
 

All of the details and forms are available at https://ccinoh.com/camp-christian/summer-programs/form-
downloads-and-links.aspx 
 
Click on the link about to get forms and details for Grandparents Camp, Ribbit Camp, Otter Camp, Chi Rho 
Camp, CYF Conference, Advance Conference, Adult Conference, Disciples Fellowship Retreat, and links to the 
Heartland Conference programs. 
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If Not Now, When? If Not You, Who? 
Reflection by Cindy Stevens 
 
"You blanketed the earth with ocean, covered 
the mountains with deep waters. …. You started 
the springs and rivers, sent them flowing among 
the hills….You water the mountains from your 
heavenly reservoirs; earth is supplied with plenty 
of water.” (Taken from Psalms 104) 
 
On March 24 this year—a rather chilly day—I got 
to swim in the new pool at Camp Christian!!! It 
was EVERYTHING I thought it would be jumping 
into that fabulous new pool at Camp…the one 
we have been waiting and yearning many years 
for now! It was exhilarating and cold, and the 
whole experience made me sing out loud and brought tears of joy to my eyes! I literally squealed with delight! 
Of course, there wasn't any actual water in the pool…yet! 
 
SO MUCH has happened since my first dip in the new pool! The amazing building that houses the pump and 
filters and restrooms and an inviting picnic pavilion overhang is rapidly being constructed. And the pool itself is 
looking great! But where is the water, you ask? Well, just like our psalmist David praised God for the water, so 
am I! Because I know that pool water is on its way because of the hundreds (maybe thousands?!) of donors 
and prayers for the region's very exciting "If Not Now, When? If Now YOU, Who?” financial campaign. Every 
dollar and cent pledged and donated is becoming drops of water in that pool and the in the living waters of the 
three chosen missions and salaries designated to receive monies. 
 
Please prayerfully consider taking the plunge to play your part in this exciting and forward-thinking Regional 
endeavor. NOW is the time to support, pray for, and pledge/donate. Morning dip awaits us all! Get your 
swimsuit ready! 
 
Creator God, thank you for the water you have provided to the earth that enriches our lives each day. And 
thank you for the living water of your child Jesus, who brings us together on the holy ground that is Camp 
Christian. 
Amen. 
 
For more information about the If Not Now, When Campaign and to make a donation/pledge, go to: 
www.ccinoh.com/campaign. 
 
ALSO, we hope you will join us at Camp for the "Dive Into Tomorrow” event on May 16th. For details and to 
RSVP for this FREE event, go to: https://ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx?events=16149&action=details 
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Adult Conference 2026 
June 22-25 
Register Today! 
 
Greetings from the 2026 Adult Conference 
Planning Team. We are excited about how plans 
are coming together for our 2026 Adult 
Conference this upcoming June 22nd-25th at 
Northwest Christian Church in Upper 
Arlington in the greater Columbus area. This 
adult faith formation event will once again bring 

together Disciples of Christ and United Church of Christ leaders and participants for learning, worship, 
networking, and fun in community. This event is for lay people as well as for clergy, spiritual seekers and 
explorers as well as seasoned church people. 
 
We are ecstatic to have as our Bible Study Lecturer and Vesper Speaker the Rev. Dr. Valerie Bridgeman, Dean 
& Vice President of Academic Affairs and Associate Professor, Homiletics & Hebrew Bible at the Methodist 
Theological School of Ohio. Our theme will be Faithfully Fighting With God and will be based on the book of 
Job. 
 
In addition to Rev. Dr. Bridgeman there will be a marvelous assortment of workshops and trainings on a variety 
of topics, from practical church leadership training to spiritual growth and development. A special opportunity 
will be a full Clergy Healthy Boundaries Course on Wednesday, June 24 led by the Rev. Dr. Elena Larssen, 
Transitional Association General Minister of the Living Water Association. This course will count for standing 
purposes for both denominations. 
 
Recent changes to our format include: 

• A Separate Retired Clergy Luncheon on 
Monday, June 22 from 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 
p.m. This luncheon for retired UCC and 
DOC clergy (plus one guest) will need a 
separate RSVP but is free of charge. 

• One Day Shorter – We will conclude on 
Thursday late morning rather than on 
Friday as we have in years past. 

• All-Week Registration OR Daily 
Registration. If you choose the daily 
registration, it includes pro-rated 
program costs such as honorariums, use 
of space, and workshop support, as well 
as all the meals provided on that day (Monday: Dinner only; Tuesday and Wednesday: Lunch and 
Dinner; Thursday program only, no meal; Breakfasts each day are on your own.) 

• More Hotel Options. While we have obtained a special rate at the nearby Fairfield Inn, we are offering 
information on a wide variety of nearby hotels at various price points. 

 
Details and registration available at: https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/adult-conference.aspx We ask 
that you please publicize this as widely as you can. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at this year's Adult Conference June 22-25! 
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Camp Our Way Starts The 2026 Camp Season Off Just Right! 
 
Camp Our Way was a perfect start to the 2026 Summer Camp Season for the Christian Church in Ohio. From 
Friday, May 1 through Sunday, May 3 campers and their companions, along with the staff and counselors, had 
lots of fun and spiritual growth. Thanks to Daun Seitz and her team including Marsha Mueller, Emily Schmitt, 
PJ Homik, and David Zerby for making this wonderful camp possible! A special word of thanks to Amanda 
Blaine, our Camp Christian Hospitality Manager, for including the kids, in helping to prepare some of our 
meals, including pancakes, pizza, and brownies! 
 
Daun writes, "We've had an amazing weekend at Camp Christian attending Camp Our Way! Thank you 
Christian Church in Ohio and Rev. Allen Harris for supporting our dream to give some awesome youth (and 
their adult companions) in our Region an experience we hope they will never forget! We learned about the 
Good Samaritan and how that story encourages us to help our neighbors both near and far. We met new 
friends, played, sang, danced, and prayed together. We made breakfast and took turns flipping pancakes 
(thank you, Amanda Blaine), played games in the gym, and went fishing together. Our hearts are full." 
 
For more pictures from Camp Our Way, please see the Summer Camp 2026 photo album on the Camp 
Christian Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/OhioCampChristian 
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Free Store at Camp Christian - FitFix Program Update From 
Wendy Taylor 
 
Friends, 
 
I had to report this to you in regard to our new toiletry caddies 
our FitFix program is putting into the local high school... OUR 
PROCESS IS WORKING! We are so excited! After a week of the 
caddies being in the school, we have had such gratitude pouring 
out from the students. Taylor (pictured here) is on her third 
round of refilling. I received my first donation from our Amazon 
wish list as a direct response from the newsletter article. For our 
first round of FitFix boxes we have 5 requests. We are now in the 
middle stage of our process, so fingers crossed, this works! 
These boxes will get delivered the beginning to mid-May. 
 
I have reached out for donations and wanted to let you know I 
am applying for a couple of grants from the Union County 
Foundation. Additionally, I am reaching out to Magnetic Springs 
water company....Ironically the residents there always need 
water since their water is not drinkable. I am hoping they will 
donate so we can get water to folks when they request this with their food boxes. I have 3 more food box 
requests that I will fill this week. I will work next on a process for these. 
 
Thank you so much for all of your support in helping me LOVE OUR NEIGHBOR! 
 
Thanks so much, 
Wendy 
 
To make a Monetary Donation to the Free Store, go to https://ccinoh.com/donation.aspx and select "Love Thy 
Neighbor/Free Store" from the designation drop down. 
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Save The Date: Seek & Sip At Camp Christian August 5-8 
Program sponsored by the Heartland Conference 
 
Are you over 21 and looking for a camp experience? Seek and 
Sip is the place for you! 
 
Escape the daily grind and embark on a unique spiritual 
journey at "Seek and Sip," half-week adult church camp. Enjoy 
savoring your favorite wine, beer, coffee, tea or bug juice as 
you re-live the cherished camp memories of your youth, while 
exploring your faith today. 
 
Choose the full 3 night experience Wednesday to Saturday 
morning. 
Choose a shortened 2 night experience Thursday to Saturday 
morning 
 
Please note: Camp Christian will not be serving Alcohol and it is 
not included in the price of this event. Participants may plan to 
bring their favorite beer or wine. More information will come 
later. 

 
Camp Highlights: 
1. Your Camp, Your Way: At Seek and Sip, you're the counselor of your camp adventure. Choose for yourself 
from a variety of daily summer camp activities. 
2. Thoughtful Speakers: Engage with esteemed speakers who'll guide us in exploring our faith and spirituality in 
the modern age. These thought-provoking sessions will inspire new perspectives and meaningful insights. 
3. Starlit Worship: Gather beneath the open skies for nightly worship infused with live music. Find solace and 
connection in these sacred moments. 
4. Faith and Fellowship: Come for the faith, stay for the fellowship. It's where the harmony of spirituality and 
relaxation creates an indelible camp experience. 
 

 
 
Disaster Response Depot Has New Sign! 
 
The Joint Heartland Conference UCC and Christian 
Church in Ohio DOC have been working on a Disaster 
Response Team (DRT) effort for years. Recently, the first 
floor of Ezerins House, once the Camp Manager's 
workshop and then the Free Store, has become the 
Depot for the Disaster Response Team. It houses the 
construction equipment used for response teams when 
they are sent to help in the face of a major disaster as 
well as the inventory of Church World Service disaster 
buckets, school supply and hygiene kits, and period 
packs that congregations have put together.  
 
Recently, the DRT Team decided to celebrate the presence of the Depot with a sign on the building as seen in 



the photo. Plans are in the works for another sign by the road as well as a pavilion to protect the DRT Truck 
and two trailers.  
 
We celebrate this important ecumenical partnership becoming more and more visible in our Conference and 
our Regional Church. 
 

 
 

Christian Church in Ohio Regional Assembly 
Saturday, October 10th at Camp Christian 
 
Registration Opens: 9 a.m. 
Event: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 
Our Theme:  
Listening For God In A Noisy World: Listen. See. Do. 
 
Our Theme Scripture: Philippians 4:9 (NLT) 
"Keep putting into practice all you learned and received 
from me—everything you heard from me and saw me 
doing. Then the God of peace will be with you.” 
 

There will be Worship, Workshops, Vender/Exhibition Area, Lunch, and more! 
 
We invite your to wear your favorite Camp Christian/Regional Church t-shirt/cap 
 
Programming will be available for kids 3-11 (they must register with date of birth ahead of time for planning) 
 
Infants are welcome, but there will not be a nursery available. 
 
Plus, In Conjunction with the Regional Assembly: 
 
Clergy Vision Gathering - Friday, October 9th  
Monroe Lodge at Camp Christian starting at 3:30 pm 
 
Reflecting/Dreaming for a future...Dinner...Camp appropriate Social Hour   
 
God is actively moving forward and we have the chance to come together in reflection and dream to discern 
where God is moving and how we can be part of the fun. Join us for some time of reflecting and dreaming led 
by our Regional Pastor followed by Dinner to share in relationships old and new. We'll finish the evening with 
Camp Appropriate entertainment and Social Hour. 
 
There will be a cost for dinner and a separate charge for overnight accommodations in the Lodge (if you 
choose to stay). 
 

 
 



The Centers' HOPE Campus Receives Major State 
Funding Award 
 
The Centers' HOPE Campus, formerly The Cleveland 
Christian Home) is thrilled to share a remarkable 
milestone in our collective journey to transform the lives 
of children in crisis. 
 
In 2022, The Centers recognized a critical gap in care for 
children and youth facing placement crises. Too often, 
these young people were left with no option but to stay in offices, hospitals, or even out of state during their 
most vulnerable moments. When the County asked the community to respond, we envisioned a new kind of 
solution: a compassionate, community-rooted, and trauma-informed campus that would serve as a safe and 
healing haven for children and families in need. This vision became The Centers' H.O.P.E. (Healing, Optimism, 
Partnership, Empowerment) Campus®, a project designed not only to address immediate needs but to inspire 
systemic change throughout our region and beyond. 
 
Our dedication to this bold idea did not stop at design. The Centers championed this innovative model with 
local and state leaders, advocating tirelessly for its adoption and funding. Last month, our commitment was 
powerfully affirmed. The Centers, together with Cuyahoga County, joined Governor Mike DeWine and the Ohio 
Department of Children and Youth to announce a major award of state funding: Governor DeWine, in 
partnership with the Ohio General Assembly, has directed a $20 million investment over two years from the 
state's operating budget to create four new child wellness campuses and expand two existing ones, including 
our H.O.P.E. Campus, which received $3.75 million for both capital and operating expenses. In his remarks, he 
spotlighted the Child Wellness Campus approach as a vital advancement for youth in crisis, now recognized as 
a leading model for all of Ohio. 
 
This investment is more than a validation. It is the pivotal resource that will allow us to complete our $14 
million H.O.P.E. Campus campaign! Thanks to this state award, along with the support of our community, we 
are now less than $500,000 away from our goal. Completion will mean the launch of the Child Wellness 
Welcome Center, a 24/7 family-centered front door where children will receive immediate stabilization, 
trauma-informed screening, and coordinated care with community partners on-site, all in a therapeutic 
environment designed to promote healing from the very first moment they arrive. 
 
HOPE CAMPUS CONSTRUCTION NEWS 
 
Our refreshed residential units are already providing safe, trauma informed spaces for youth — and beginning 
April 1, we're expanding access to serve counties across Northeast Ohio. What's coming next? Even bigger 
transformations, including major campus upgrades that will reshape learning, recreation, and enrichment for 
years to come. 
 
See what's ahead > https://thecentersohio.org/hope-home/resources/ 
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First Christian Church of Wauseon Embarks On 2026 
Heritage Trip To Cane Ridge 
 
For over 50 years, First Christian Church of Wauseon has 
taken an adventure called Heritage Trip with their youth. 
Every year they visit an historical site affiliated with the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). They rotate among 
Bethany, WV, (Bethany College & Disciples Historical 
Society); Indianapolis, IN (Disciples General Offices); 
Camp Christian (a service trip); and Cane Ridge, KY (Cane 
Ridge Meeting House). 
 

This year, a group of 14 (9 youth, 5 adults) went to Kentucky. They explored and learned about Transylvania 
University, visited Cane Ridge and toured the Meeting House, and worshiped at Florence Christian Church on 
their way home. 
 
The youth look forward every year to a trip of learning AND fun. The Rev. Michael Doerr is the Pastor. 
 
For more information about this Congregation, visit their website at https://www.wauseonfcc.org/ 
 

 
 
Rev. Dr. Lawrence Burnley Called To Africa Office Of Global Ministries 
The Rev. Dr. Lawrence (Larry) Burnley has been called to serve as Intentional 
Global Relations Minister for Africa Interim at Disciples Overseas 
Ministries/Global Ministries.   
 
Larry brings deep familiarity with Global Ministries' life and mission. 
 
From 1996 to 2005, he served as Executive for Racial/Ethnic Relations for 
Global Ministries, where he developed national programs, supported 
racial/ethnic caucuses, and strengthened global partnerships. His experience 
includes extensive domestic and international travel, mission education, 
leadership development, and advocacy for equity within denominational 
structures. 
 
Most recently, Larry served as Chief Inclusive Excellence and Engagement 
Officer for Shaker Heights Schools, where he reported directly to the 
Superintendent and served as the District's Compliance Officer, Policy 
Committee Chair, and a member of the Superintendent's Leadership Team. In this role, he led district-wide 
strategy for inclusive excellence, educational equity, professional learning, climate assessment, and 
intercultural leadership development. Before that, he served as the District's Chief Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion Officer, where he introduced and operationalized Inclusive Excellence as the district's guiding 
framework and launched major initiatives such as Courageous Conversations for senior leaders, a South Africa 
cultural exchange program, and a sustained dialogue partnership with Case Western Reserve University. 
 
Before his work in K–12 education, Larry held senior leadership roles in higher education, including Vice 
President for Diversity and Inclusion at the University of Dayton, Chief Diversity Officer and Associate Vice 
President at Whitworth University, and Associate Dean for Multicultural Programs at Messiah College. Across 
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these institutions, he led the development of comprehensive DEI strategic plans, campus climate assessments, 
intercultural competency initiatives, and faculty/staff recruitment and retention strategies. His leadership 
helped multiple institutions receive national recognition for excellence in diversity. 
 
Across every role, Larry has demonstrated a consistent commitment to building inclusive communities, 
strengthening intercultural understanding, and advancing mission through collaborative leadership. We are 
grateful to welcome him back to DOM/Global Ministries and look forward to the wisdom, experience, and 
vision he brings to this work. 
 
Larry is married to Naima Quarles-Burnley, a candidate for ordination in the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ). Larry and Naima are the proud parents of their son, Thulani. 
 
Larry's first day was April 6, 2026. 
 

 
 

Perry Christian Church Celebrates Window Restoration 
 
Perry Christian Church Pastor, Rev. Betty Sivis, recently 
celebrated the work of two members of the congregation:  
 
"With thanks to Corey and Lauren Kowalewski for taking the 
time and effort to clean and restore these beautiful old 
windows from the old church and installing them as 
permanent features in our foyer windows. I can't wait to see 
them on a sunnier day, but already, they look so lovely!” 

 
For more information about this Congregation, visit their website at 
https://www.perrychristianchurch.org/inside_story 
 

 
 
First Christian Church Of Bowling Green Continues 
Ecumenical Food Ministry 
 
In 2020 the local ecumenical community meal stopped 
for obvious reasons. The folks at the First Christian 
Church in Bowling Green, along with a few from other 
churches, joined together to do a drive thru monthly 
dinner that continues today. 
 
Each month they serve more than 100 meals as well as 
offer personal care items and food items to folks who 
can come in and "shop".  
 
The ministry operates like a well oiled machine and all ages participate with fun and devotion. 
 
For more information about this Congregation, check out their Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/FCCBGOH/ 
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Lyons Christian Church Celebrates Building Anniversary 
on May 10th 
 
This May 10th the Lyons Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) building will be 100 years old.  
 
In 1924 the building burned and the congregation made 
the choice to rebuild and remain an active presence in 
the Lyons Community.  
 
The congregation was begun in 1859 and continues to be 
active in the Lyons community. 
 
For more information about this Congregation, check out 

their Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/Lyonschristianchurch/ 
 

 
 
Hiram Farm Seeks Volunteers 
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Northwest Christian Church, Upper 
Arlington/Columbus 
Seeking Part Time Director of Music Ministry 
 
Northwest Christian Church is seeking a part 
time Director of Music Ministry. NWCC is a 
suburban congregation which draws 
membership and participation from throughout the Columbus area. We have a vibrant music program that is a 
valued and vital element of our worship experience. Our worship style is primarily traditional, and we hope to 
continue our rich traditions, as well as include more contemporary elements into worship. We are fortunate to 
have a Schantz pipe organ, a Yamaha grand piano, an electronic keyboard, and a sanctuary that is acoustically 
balanced. 
 
We currently have a traditional adult choir (approximately 25 members), a contemporary ensemble, an adult 
bell choir, Chalice Arts (a Sunday afternoon concert series), and participation by talented instrumentalists. 
 
The full job posting is attached to this email. 
 
For more information about the Congregation, go to https://www.northwestchristian.org/ 
 

 
 

Global Ministries Celebrates 30 Years Of Worldwide 
Ecumenical Partnership! 
 
Global Ministries is celebrating its 30th Anniversary this 
year — quite an accomplishment for the Disciples 
Overseas Ministries and United Church of Christ. As part 
of the many things Global Ministries have going on 
throughout the year, the program team has developed 
some specific resources that congregations can use for 
education and celebration. Please use these resources 
throughout the 
year: https://www.globalministries.org/30-years-of-
global-ministries/global-ministries-30th-anniversary-

resources/ 
 
Right now, there is a social media/marketing toolkit and liturgy guide. Later this year they will have a special 
hymn, items for purchase, and an Advent devotional. This will probably not be the last time you hear from 
about this! 
 
For more information, please contact: Jennifer Shook, Senior Associate for Resource Development Global 
Ministries/Disciples Overseas Ministries, Phone: 317.713.2562, email: jshook@dom.disciples.org 
 
Website: www.globalministries.org 
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Blessed Tomorrow Offers Faith + Climate Film 
Series 
 
Answer the call to care for creation 
together. Watch Blessed Tomorrow's Faith + 
Climate Film Series to ground climate action in 
faith and bring meaningful conversation into 
your community. 
 
Each 20-minute video comes with a FREE 
discussion toolkit featuring scripture, prayer, 
reflection questions, and practical actions you 
can take right away. 
 
Use the series to lead a study, engage youth, train congregants, or inspire faithful action in your congregation. 
 
Watch the series. Join the conversation. Share with your community. https://blessedtomorrow.org/faith-
climate-film-series/ 
 

 
 

2026 General Assembly Delegate Information, 
And More 
 
Congregations are invited to partner with the 
Regional Church and General Church in building 
awareness for the 2026 General Assembly which 
will take place July 10-11 on-line. To support this 
effort, links and resources have been gathered 

that can be easily shared with your congregations and networks. Your leadership helps foster broad 
participation, and the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Regional and General Boards are grateful for your 
continued partnership. 
 
Congregational Delegates Information 
Two brochures have been created to support congregational delegates: 

1. The first, Selecting Congregational Delegates for Congregations, is designed to help congregations 
identify and prepare their delegates. It outlines the role and provides guidance for selecting individuals 
to serve. 

2. The second, Congregational Delegates for Potential Delegates, is intended for those considering this 
role. It offers an overview of the responsibilities, time commitment, and qualifications. Congregations 
can share this resource with those interested in serving. 

 
Both brochures are attached to this email newsletter as PDFs and are also linked above. 
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GA Promotional Resources 
A promotional video is available to help create 
awareness. It can be shared through newsletters 
and social media channels using the links below. 
Additional materials will continue to be added to 
Dropbox. Please feel free to check back 
periodically for new content. 
 
Download Video: 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/geoweq2q8y9gt6y0t6n7u/AJhNO_VlNARVhGIFV1URPl0?rlkey=p43wg9cbv7f
ocimljkn2st3of&st=xy2w7r6k&dl=0\ 
 
YouTube Video: https://youtu.be/uBzTUApMWGY 
 
Other General Assembly Links 
We are also sharing key resources to support planning and participation, including the General Assembly 
Overview, Schedule and FAQs, and Registration. These materials are available on disciples.org, and we invite 
you to review and share them within your congregation: 

• General Assembly Overview: 2026 General Assembly BEYOND: Love Surpassing - Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 

• Schedule and FAQs: Registration: 2026 General Assembly Schedule - Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) 

•  Registration: Registration 
 
GA Tech Updates 
Below are the links from the Tech Implementation Team to assist with local gatherings. 

• Site Assistance Request: bit.ly/lgassistance 
• Volunteer Sign-up: bit.ly/gatechvolunteer 
• Local Gathering Site Sign-up: bit.ly/lgsiteregistration 

 

 
 

Pentecost Special Offering 
Received in many congregations May 17 & 24, 
2026 
 
On Pentecost, the Spirit did not stay in one place. 
It moved outward — across languages, cultures, 
and every barrier people believed separated 
them. In that moment, a new kind of community 
was born, shaped by courage, generosity, and 
love. 
 
That same Spirit is still moving today. 
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In a world where many people feel uncertain, divided, or disconnected from one another, the Church is called 
to be a different kind of presence — one that reflects Christ's compassion, humility, and grace. 
 
The Prophet Micah reminds us what God asks of us: 
"To do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with your God.” — Micah 6:8 
 
Not just believe. 
Not just gather. 
But to live in ways that bring healing and hope. 
 
Because faith without justice is empty — and justice, at its heart, is love in action. 
 
The Pentecost Offering helps support New Church Ministry and your Region to nurture emerging and 
affiliating faith communities. Through these ministries, new spaces are created where people can encounter 
God, build meaningful relationships, and serve their neighbors with compassion. 
 
Your gift helps these communities grow in neighborhoods seeking connection and hope. 
 
Thank you for giving, praying, and helping the Spirit continue its work among us. 
 
For Times Such as These 
 
For more information about the Pentecost Special Offering, including worship resources, go to 
https://disciplesmissionfund.org/special-offerings/pentecost/ 
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