Ohio Regional Newsletter ~ April 2026

Can We Truly Believe In Resurrection

Rev. Allen V. Harris, Regional Pastor & President

Christian Church in Ohio

[Editor's Note: this article was originally a sermon | preached at
Franklin Circle Christian Church, Cleveland, a few year's back. It has
been updated slightly. AVH]

"But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not
believe them.” | am captivated by this description of the response
of "the eleven, and all the rest” to the reports from Mary
Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the Mother of James, "and the other
women with them.” There are several gospel accounts of the
resurrection of Christ, but there was something that drew me to
this one line in Luke's account, chapter 24 verse 11. "But these
words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe
them.”

Resurrection, by any standard, is difficult to

comprehend! Resurrection, whether we are talking about Jesus'
resurrection from the dead on that first Easter morn or our
resurrection after getting fired, getting dumped, getting dissed, or getting ill, is challenging! Resurrection in
the face of what is happening in our world is almost unimaginable for many people. Resurrection, whether
the first time you've ever attempted it or the 99th gajillion time, is tricky at best, and darn near impossible at
worst! Resurrection is hard enough to process without having those closest to us doubt us and that it is even
possible!

Jesus had told his disciples that he would be betrayed, killed, and in no uncertain terms he would be
resurrected on the third day. In Matthew and Mark there are three occasions each, and here in Luke he made
it quite clear, "Then he took with him the twelve, and said to them... and on the third day he shall rise

again.” In Matthew and Mark the language has more of an ongoing sense, "And he began to teach them
that... the third day he shall rise again... but after | am risen again... ... after three days rise again...” To be fair,
all of this talk of death and resurrection had to have been very confusing for the disciples who were much
more oriented to overthrowing the current religious and political order than in managing Jesus' refrain of
death first and then new life. It would be for me, too.

Continue reading the full article at https://www.ccinoh.com/ccio-blog/2026/april/6/can-we-truly-believe-in-
resurrection.aspx
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New Regional Church Staff Position Filled

We welcome Sarah Beveridge to the staff of the Christian Church in Ohio
as the new Administrative Assistant for Vocational Ministry. She begins
her position with orientation and training on April 6. Sarah's work will
include assisting the Regional Minister with administration and data/file
management and communication for both Search & Call and Commission
on Ministry procedures.

With a background in nonprofit work and administration, Sarah brings a
strong commitment to supporting others as they take steps toward
/ discovering their purpose. She is proud to serve within a denomination
that strives for equity and inclusion and understands justice as a vital form
v of worship. Guided by a deep belief in living the life God calls us to, Sarah
values presence, care, and authentic connection, believing ministry is lived
/ out both in meaningful conversations and everyday acts of
/ compassion...including, whenever possible, stopping to greet (and pet)
every dog along the way.

Sarah has been connected to the Christian Church in Ohio, especially through our camp ministry since 2008,
first as a camper and now stepping into a new season of service. Camp has long been a place of meaningful
connection for her—from thoughtful green chair conversations to moments of faith, rest, and community that
have helped shape her spiritual journey and sense of calling.

Congregations Invited To Celebrate Camp, Conference
& Retreat Sunday
April 12th, 19th, or 26th

The Christian Church in Ohio offers a wonderful array of
camps, conferences, and retreats for persons of all ages
from May through early September. Each one seeks to
provide quality faith formation and deep spiritual
growth to members and friends of our congregations, as
well as to the broader community.

This year the Camp Christian Committee suggests April
12th, 19th, or 26th as a day to celebrate and promote all
of our wonderful camps, conferences, and retreats for
2026. Some congregations may choose other dates to
do the same thing and we honor and celebrate that as
well!

A set of worship resources have been created, much of it drawn from congregations already celebrating Camp
Sunday. A set of PowerPoint slides have also been prepared for use in local congregations that have
projection in worship. All of these resources can be found at https://www.ccinoh.com/camp-
christian/summer-programs/camp,-conference-retreat-sunday-materials.aspx.
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If you have other creative ideas and liturgical resources, please share them with us at ccio@ccinoh.org and we
will add to the worship resource. We also hope congregations will take pictures of how they celebrate Camp,
Conference, & Retreat Sunday that can be shared in the Regional Church newsletter and on social media.

Complete registration packets have been sent to each congregation and all registration materials are available
online.

And plan now to attend yourself one of the wonderful Christian education events this summer!

The Free Store at Camp Christian is now operating as "Love Thy
Neighbor Local Outreach"

We have reorganized our local outreach at Camp Christian to better
use our resources and increase accessibility to our neighbors.

Love Thy Neighbor will have three arms of service:

The Camp Christmas program, which remains a vital program, will
continue to reach families at Christmastime. The Camp Christmas
program gathers items in November and early December to distribute
to families around the Camp Christian area. We pack bags/boxes for
each child that include hats and gloves, a blanket, a board game or
sports ball, hygiene kit and wish list item. We serve all children 18 and
under. Families can also request a "Holiday Break Food Box".

The FitFix program, a new program which gathers donated clothing,
personal hygiene items, school supplies and other needed items for
local teen girls to help make student-life a little easier. We are
partnering with North Union Schools to get hanging personal hygiene caddies in the girls' restrooms. Included
in the caddy is a card with our QR code to request boxes to be delivered to their home with needed items,
including food boxes. We are grateful for lots of help from the students and faculty at North Union to make
this possible.

Emergency Food Box program, which fills food box requests on an on demand basis. Families in need of food
can request these boxes up to once per month. The requests will be filled and delivered to their home.

How can you help?
We need:
e Feminine Products
e Deodorant
e Face Wash
e Body Wash
¢ Shampoo and Conditioner
e Toothpaste/Toothbrushes

Food Items:
¢ Teen friendly foods (think easy and microwavable)
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e Canned ravioli or spaghetti
e Mac & cheese cups
e Cereal
e Granola bars
e Peanut Butter
We are also looking for teen girl clothing donors!

If you would like to do a collection we are happy to pick up once collected.
If you or your church would like to donate to Love Thy Neighbor, you can direct monetary gifts to The Christian

Church in Ohio with the designation of Love Thy Neighbor/Free Store
at https://www.ccinoh.com/donation.aspx

You can order from Amazon from our wishlist and have items sent directly to us
here: https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3ILHD6TKQRT70?ref =wl share

Thank you for your continued support and helping us love OUR neighbor!

Please contact Wendy Taylor at 614-832-9679 if you have any questions.

Ohio Hosts Ecumenical Faithful Immigrant Response
Gathering

From Tuesday, March 17 through Thursday, March 19
the Christian Church in Ohio cosponsored and Camp
Christian hosted a beautiful array of ecumenical guests
to learn about and support one another in the work of
caring for our migrant, immigrant, refugee, and asylum-
seeking neighbors, friends, and family. Our Regional
Minister, Reverend Allen Harris, working with Grace
Kozak from Week Of Compassion and Rev. Brian
Frederick-Gray of Disciples Home Missions, alongside
other United Church of Christ and Church of the
Brethren leaders planned this event to help educate,
nurture, and equip lay and clergy leaders alike to serve these populations in our congregations and the
communities around our congregations. Great appreciation was expressed by participants about the staff and
accommodations at our beloved Camp Christian! Special thanks to Amanda Blaine and David Stonebraker-
Martinez for their work on site as well as Jennie Stoddart Bernard for her help with registration.

Two resources to learn about what happened at this wonderful gathering are:
¢ A Disciples Advocate conversation between Rev. Frederick-Gray and Rev. Chris Dorsey, President of
Disciples Home Missions, which can be found here: https://youtu.be/FtbwxCVg4lg
¢ A wonderful article from the United Church Of Christ written by staff writer, Kayla Berkey, which can
be found here: https://www.ucc.org/faithful-response-immigration-gathering-invited-folks-into-
relationship-action-with-speaker-ayman-soliman/

It is hoped that this event will provide a model for similar gatherings around the country.
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Advance Spring Retreat

April 10th - 12th at Camp Christian
For all adults ages 19 to 30

(at least 1 year out of high school)

Featuring the Rev. Rebecca Baird
Pathways to Purpose: The Path to Peace

Registration HERE

Advance Conference
Spring Retreat

———— ,.T

Pathways to Purpose

‘The Path to Peace”
‘ April 10™-12"
| salen e

Keynote Speaker Bible Study Leader

Becky Baird

Ally Bozeka
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Camp Christian Summer Staff Applications
Apply to be on Camp Christian Summer Staff 2026!!
Deadline to apply is April 16th

Our Camp is truly a place where people encounter Jesus and
a loving community in a real and significant manner. You can
be part of that wonderful ministry in 2026.

If you or a young adult you know would be interested in this
fun and fulfilling service ministry, please apply/encourage
them to apply today.

Summer Staff have all their meals at Camp Christian taken
care of, and housing is provided.

Further details, the application and reference forms are
posted on our website at https://www.ccinoh.com/camp-
christian/summer-programs/camp-christian-summer-

staff.aspx
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tﬁ APPLY NOW TO BE ON

CAMP
CHRISTIAN
SUMMER
STAFF

Young Adults are
invited to apply ASAP

In addition to paychecks, Summer Staff
have all their meals at Camp Christian
provided, and housing is also included.

Questions?
ohio.camp.christian@gmail.com

Details :
ccinoh.org

Dive into Tomorrow at Camp Christian
May 16, 2026

The Christian Church in Ohio (Disciples of Christ)
joyfully invites the Regional Church—and friends
beyond the Regional Church—to Dive into
Tomorrow at Camp Christian on Saturday, May 16,
2026 (1:00-8:00 PM).

Also known as Camp Open House & Pool
Construction Blessing Day, this is a celebratory, all-
ages gathering to explore the campgrounds,
reconnect with camp friends, and bless the next

chapter of camp ministry—especially the exciting
progress toward our new pool. This milestone is being made possible through the generous support of those
who have given to the "If Not Now, When? If Not You, Who?” financial campaign.

RSVP is required by May 7th. RSVP HERE

What to Expect:

1:00-3:15 PM — Open House Fun — Welcome, camp tours, scavenger hunt, wagon rides, snacks, fellowship,

and more!

4:00 PM — Pool Construction Blessing Ceremony — Liturgy, music, prayer, and time for group photos

(churches, counselors, staff alumni, and more)
5:30 PM — Appetizers & Dinner
6:30 PM — Talent Show (or possibly a Hoedown!)
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Come for the whole day or drop in for your favorite part—all ages are welcome.
Help Make the Day Welcoming and Wonderful

To create a vibrant, connection-filled experience, participation from Commissions, Camps, and Conferences is
encouraged:
e Publicity: Share the invitation across your churches, networks, and alumni circles.
e Information Tables: An info table in the Dining Hall is requested for each
Commission/Camp/Conference.
e Scavenger Hunt Activities: Each Commission/Camp/Conference is invited to host a 5-10 minute
activity/craft/game somewhere on the grounds (gym, vespers area, craft cabins, admin breezeway,
etc.). This is a fun way for guests to learn about the ministries of the Region while exploring camp. (A
small giveaway is welcome, but not required.)
o Please submit your activity and preferred location by April 20 (requests will be accommodated
as best as possible) to Rev. Laureen A. Roe (RevRoe3000@gmail.com)

Whether Camp Christian holds lifelong memories for you, or you've never visited before, this is a beautiful
moment to gather, celebrate, and bless what God is building among us.

Let's Dive into Tomorrow with joy, gratitude, and hope.

Details and RSVP at https://www.ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx?events=16149&action=details.

Plan Now To Attend Camp Christian Work Day

Saturday, May 9th
From 7:00am until 5:00pm
Attend as you are able

Here are a few of the tasks that need worked on around
Camp Christian in preparation of the Summer Programs.

There are tasks suited for a wide range of ages and C a m P C h r l St l a n
abilities. WOY[( Day

e Cleaning Cabin Clusters

e Set up Green Chairs around Camp Satu }"day,
e Power Washing

¢ Clean out Gutters and Downspouts M d y Qt h

¢ Cleaning Boats and Life Jackets
¢ Cleaning Vespers Spots

e Cleaningin all Buildings

e Weed control throughout Camp
e Washing Windows

¢ Painting Swings & Chairs

e General grounds cleanup

e Just to name a few!

Please wear work clothes, boots or heavy duty shoes, and bring gloves. Certain tasks may require more PPE.
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Anyone under the age of 18 MUST have a legal parent or guardian attending and working with them.
There is no charge to participate, but you must RSVP for the event so we can plan.

If you have any questions about this or want to bring some of your own equipment, please contact Campsite
Manager David Stonebraker-Martinez DStonebraker-Martinez@ccinoh.org or (614) 653-9954.

If you would like to make a monetary donation to the supplies for the work day, you can do so

at https://www.ccinoh.com/donation.aspx -Select "Other” as your designation and type in "May 9th Work
Day.” You can also mail a contribution by check to Camp Christian — 10335 Maple Dell Rd., Marysville, OH
43040.

For more information and to RSVP, go to https://www.ccinoh.com/regional-
calendar.aspx?events=15936&action=details

CAMP OUR WAY

For those with Special Needs
Ages 7 & up with an Adult Companion

Camp Our Way
For those with special needs who are ages 7 and up with an adult companion.
Friday, May 1st — Sunday, May 3rd

The Good Samaritan
Jesus Teaches Us To Help

Games, Crafts, Nature Activities, Campfire, Ho Down & More!

Details and registration at https://www.ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx?events=14441&action=details
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Adult Conference 2026

i = ]
June 22-25 Join Us On June 22 - 25, 2026!

ADULT CONEFERENCE

Featuring the Rev. Dr. Valerie Bridgeman!

Greetings from the 2026 Adult Conference Planning Team.

We are excited about how plans are coming together for

our 2026 Adult Conference this upcoming June 22"-25t at

Northwest Christian Church in Upper Arlington in the greater

Columbus area. This adult faith formation event will once R——

. . . . . . in Upper Arlington, on the North Side .

again bring together Disciples of Christ and United Church of e T

Christ leaders and participants for learning, worship,

networking, and fun in community. This event is for lay

.. Our theme will be Faithfully Fighting With God
people as well as for clergy, spiritual seekers and explorers as and will be based on the book of Job.

We” as Seasoned Ch u rCh p60p|e What to Expect: Adult Conference participants will gather at Northwest Christian Church
in Upper Arlington to learn from the Rev. Dr. Valerie Bridgeman. She will serve as both the
morning Bible Lecturer and the evening Vesper speaker. We are thrilled to have this world-

. . cla.ss scholar and preacher f.oxj our 2026 Conferencg!.ln avddit.lo‘n, Adult (.Zonferer)ce offers.a

We are ecstatlc to have as our Blble Study Lectu rer and variety ofworkshopsAand spiritual growth opportunities, inspiring wqrshqp. and time to build

community and have fun with other people of faith. Register today!

Vesper Speaker the Rev. Dr. Valerie Bridgeman, Dean & Vice

President of Academic Affairs and Associate Professor,

Homiletics & Hebrew Bible at the Methodist Theological

School of Ohio. Our theme will be Faithfully Fighting With

God and will be based on the book of Job.

Wed

SCAN TO LEARN MORE AND REGISTER!

In addition to Rev. Dr. Bridgeman there will be a marvelous assortment of workshops and trainings on a
variety of topics, from practical church leadership training to spiritual growth and development. A special
opportunity will be a full Clergy Healthy Boundaries Course on Wednesday, June 23 led by the Rev. Dr. Elena
Larssen, Transitional Association General Minister of the Living Water Association. This course will count for
standing purposes for both denominations.

Recent changes to our format include:

o A Separate Retired Clergy Luncheon on Monday, June 22 from 11:30 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. This luncheon
for retired UCC and DOC clergy (plus one guest) will need a separate RSVP but is free of charge.

e One Day Shorter — We will conclude on Thursday late morning rather than on Friday as we have in
years past.

o All-Week Registration OR Daily Registration. If you choose the daily registration, it includes pro-rated
program costs such as honorariums, use of space, and workshop support, as well as all the meals
provided on that day (Monday: Dinner only; Tuesday and Wednesday: Lunch and Dinner; Thursday
program only, no meal; Breakfasts each day are on your own.)

e More Hotel Options. While we have obtained a special rate at the nearby Fairfield Inn, we are offering
information on a wide variety of nearby hotels at various price points.

Details and registration available at: https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/adult-conference.aspx We ask
that you please publicize this as widely as you can.

We look forward to seeing you at this year's Adult Conference June 22-25!
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Carry the Hope: A Day for Justice-Minded Folks — April 11

Carry the Hope is a one-day ecumenical gathering that invites participants to step away from urgency for a
moment, reconnect with hope, and begin building a relational network of people committed to justice, care,
and community in the days ahead. Luke Wallace will facilitate the day, leading laity and clergy in communal
singing, table conversations, and regional connection designed to strengthen relationships and remind us that
we are not alone in this work.

Make plans to join us Saturday, April 11 from 9:30 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. at the West Ohio Conference office (32
Wesley Boulevard in Worthington) for Carry the Hope: A Day for Justice-Minded Folks. Cost for the day is
$10/person and includes lunch.

Register on the Events Registration page of the EOC website:
https://www.eocumc.com/eventregistration/index.html

Download the flyer: https://www.eocumc.com/multi-cultural/ pdf/CarrytheHope.pdf

CARRY THEHOPE i

A DAY FOR JUSTICE-MINDED FOLKS

APRIL 11, 2026
10:00AM - 3:00PM

e
.' HNG

S Dhir

COUNCILof
CHURCHES
HEARTLAND
SoNTRRENCE

SCAN OR
CLICK HERE
TO REGISTER

"HOPE IS BEING ABLE TO SEE THAT THERE'IS
LIGHT DESPITE ALL OF THE DARKNESS"

-DESMOND TUTU :
\WEST OHIO CONFERENC

\ OHIO EPISCOPAL AREA : 32 ESLEY BLVD, WORTHINGTON,

East & West Ohio Conferences

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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Save The Date: Seek & Sip At Camp Christian August 5-8

Are you over 21 and looking for a camp experience? Seek and Sip is the place for you! Join us August 5-8 at
Camp Christian for worship, crafts, songs, games and more! Bring your favorite beverage (coffee, water, beer,
wine, tea, lemonade, and more) and come enjoy a dive into the Bible through activities and discussions.
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April Network Meetings

The Christian Church in Ohio is partnering with the Heartland Conference of the United Church of Christ to do
expanded mission and ministry through a series of Networks. Below you will see the April Network
gatherings.

For more information about each of these and/or if you have any questions, please
email networks@heartlanducc.org.
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¢+) APRIL NETWORK MEETINGS
- YOUTH MINISTRY NETWORK
EASTER BREAK - NOT MEETING IN APRIL

FAITH FORMATION NETWORK
EASTER BREAK - NOT MEETING IN APRIL

MENTAL HEALTH NETWORK
EASTER BREAK - NOT MEETING IN APRIL

SMALL TOWN AND RURAL CHURCH NETWORK
APRIL 9, 10:00 AM

OPEN AND AFFIRMING SUPPORT NETWORK
APRIL 16, 6:30 PM

ENVIRONMENTAL CARE & JUSTICE NETWORK
APRIL 21, 3:00 PM

GLOBAL MINISTIRES NETWORK
APRIL 23, 6:30 PM

DISASTER RESPONSE NETWORK
APRIL 28, 6:30 PM

NEED MORE INFO? CONTACT NETWORKS@HEARTLANDUCC.ORG

Congratulations To Canfield Christian Church On
Becoming A Green Chalice Congregation!

A Green Chalice welcome to Canfield Christian Church in
Canfield, whose congregation is caring for both the
earth and their neighbors.

By launching a recycling program, installing high-
efficiency LED lighting, and adding a programmable
thermostat, they are reducing energy use while
modeling responsible stewardship for their
community. They are ably led by Pastor Matt Kluchar.

To learn more about Canfield Christian Church, go to
https://www.canfieldchristianchurch.org/
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Congratulations To Rev. Ashray & Tia Matha On Their Wedding!

Saturday, February 7t" was a wonderful day in the Christian Church in Ohio
when one of our recently ordained pastors, Rev. Ashray Kumar Matha,
married his beloved Tia (Kelly) Matha.

The message for the ceremony was offered by Rev. Dr. Irvin Green, former
Co- Senior Pastor of Central Christian Church of Kettering, where Ashray
served as student pastor, and prayers were offered by Rev. Allen Harris,
Regional Minister.

Both Central Christian Church and the Commission On Ministry were well
represented at the ceremony and the celebration afterwards.

Please join us in wishing Ashray and Tia our blessings.

Rev. Chad Delaney Concludes 17 %; Year Ministry At Mantua =l — —
Center Christian Church P @? [

@, ' 1
On Sunday, February 22 the Rev. Chad Delaney concluded his 17 AL g ‘

¥ year ministry as Pastor of Mantua Center Christian Church in
Mantua Center. Rev. Terry Bartlett, Regional Elders, was in
attendance. It was a joyful day of celebrating and remembering
Rev. Delaney's Ministry.

The Sunday before our Regional Pastor, Rev. Allen Harris,
attended worship at the church for the final sermon of Rev.
Chad Delaney as Pastor here.

Rev. Delaney will now be serving in a counseling role at Bellefaire JCB a family and children's service center in
Cleveland, Ohio.

Rev. Cheryl Coggins Installed As Pastor Of Kemper Road
Christian Church

On Saturday, March 14, we celebrated the installation
service of the Rev. Cheryl Coggins as Pastor of Kemper
Road Christian Church in Cincinnati.

The Rev. Thomas Barnes, Regional Elder, officiated
assisted by our Regional Pastor, Rev. Allen Harris. Pastor
Gary Lancaster was the Speaker of the day. Minister
John Burg was Worship Leader.

A beautiful reception was held downstairs after the service.



Michael Porter Approved For Ordination and Ordained > m | Nl

On Tuesday, March 4, the Christian Church in Ohio,
Commission On Ministry Team 1 interviewed Michael
Porter, and approved him unanimously for

ordination! Team 1 is most ably led by the Rev. Cynthia
Klingemier, and incudes Rev. Allen Harris, Rev. Chris
McCreight, Michael, Brenda Osuga, Carolyn Abels, and
Rev. Dr. Brown. We were hosted by Northwest
Christian Church in Upper Arlington.

M

On Saturday, March 28 we celebrated the ordination to
Christian Ministry of the Rev. Michael Porter at First
Christian Church of Tiffin. Rev. Allen Harris, Regional
Minister, and the Rev. Cynthia Klingemier from the Commission On Ministry officiated the service. Senior
Pastor of the congregation is the Rev. Doug DeVos and Kent Tong is Elder and Chair of the Congregation.
Please hold Rev. Porter in your prayers as he does the work to enter into military chaplaincy.

Rev Brian Shields To Be Installed As Settled Pastor Of Community
Christian Church North Canton April 12

Dear Colleagues,

My name is Brian Shields. | am the new Senior Pastor at Community
Christian Church in North Canton.

You are cordially invited to attend my pastoral installation service on
Sunday, April 12, 2026, at 3:00 pm. It will be held at the church, 210 N.
Main St. North Canton, OH 44720.

Clergy are invited to robe; please arrive by 2:30. A meal will follow the
service in our Community Room.

Please RSVP for the meal to Shari Keim, Office Manager, at skeim@northcantonccc.org.
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Earth Day Action For Your Faith Community
Join First Christian Church, Zanesville & Others
For The National Faith + Climate Forum
Saturday, April 25, 12:00pm — 5:30pm

REGISTER TODAY!

National Faith +

We are excited to share that First Christian Climate Forum 2026
Church will serve as a host site for the National Saturday, April 25

Faith + Climate Forum 2026 on Saturday, April

25, and this year promises to be the most All people of faith are invited!
inspiring yet. nationalfaithandclimateforum.org

Dr. Ayana Elizabeth Johnson is the keynote
speaker for the National Faith + Climate

Forum. Dr. Johnson is the acclaimed author

of What If We Get It Right?, co-founder of Urban
Ocean Lab, and co-editor of All We Can Save. Her visionary leadership at the intersection of climate action,
justice, and community makes her an extraordinary voice for this moment.

With the theme "The Future We Choose: Faith in Action for a Thriving Tomorrow,” the 2026 Forum invites us
to imagine and build the future our faith calls us to create. Through dynamic workshops, energizing
conversations, and powerful storytelling, we will explore how communities of faith can lead with courage,
compassion, and hope.

Whether you've participated before or this is the first time, your participation is vital. Together, we will learn,
connect, and catalyze action toward a more sustainable and equitable world.

Event Details:
o Date: Saturday, April 25, 2026
e Time: 12:00 pm - 5:30 pm EDT
e Venue: First Christian Church, 3000 Dresden Road, Zanesville, OH 43701

Registration is easy and free:
1. Register at https://nationalfaithandclimateforum.org
Fill out the required registration fields.
Select the "Attend in person at a designated host location” Ticket Type.
Then select your specific location (Zanesville, OH: First Christian Church, 3000 Dresden Rd).
Submit your registration and look out for a confirmation email with your registration details!

uhwN

Church World Service Shelves Are Running Low — Your Help Needed!

Your support helps CWS put hope into the hands of families recovering from disaster. From hygiene items to
clean-up tools, your generosity fills the Kits that help communities rebuild.

Our warehouse shelves are running low. Help us stock up and stay prepared. To find out how you can help, go
online to: https://cwskits.org/
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Cane Ridge Meeting House Turns 250 — Plan Now To Celebrate!

Making plans for the summer? Save the date for the 225th Cane Ridge Anniversary celebration on August 8th
in Cane Ridge, Kentucky.

More information about the programing and festivities will be forthcoming but in the meantime, RSVP so you
can be the first to know when details are released! RSVP at: https://bit.ly/Cane-Ridge-225-RSVP

SAVE THE DATE

Cane Ridge

at 225

SATURDAY, AUGUST 8

programing will
forthcoming. For now,
RSVP and save the date.
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A Dignity Cookbook Supports Ministry In Chiapas, Mexico
by Evan Huegel, Elena Huegel, and Mercedes Cadena

Based on themes from the Hebrew Bible, recipes, and stories . g

from Latin America and around the world, A Dignity q W :
Cookbook offers exercises to practice the dignity values O [ cor ) g
expressed through hospitality in body, mind, spirit, and BORLAA i

relationships.

We invite you on a journey to reconnect with your whole self,
with other people, and with the God of creation through
storytelling, reflection, meditation, prayer, and a wide variety
of activities.

Get your copy of A Dignity Cookbook today, by making a
minimum suggested donation of $35 for a printed copy and/or
$15 for a digital copy. Proceeds support the Roots in the Ruins
program at the Institute for Intercultural Study and Research
in Chiapas, Mexico.

Please indicate in the "Leave a Comment” box whether you
would like to receive a print or digital copy of the cookbook.

The table is set! All are welcome!
For more information, including how to order, go to https://www.globalministries.org/global-ministries-a-
dignity-cookbook/

Register Now For Virtual General Assembly July 10-11

The whole church throughout the United States and Canada, is invited to attend General Assembly 2026.
Ephesians 3:14-21 invites the Stone-Campbell tradition of today and tomorrow to be rooted and grounded in
the love of God that surpasses knowledge and barriers to build fuller relationships and ministries led by the
limitless love of God. The prayer that calls to the church in Ephesus also calls the Christian Church to set a
bigger table that surpasses our previous capacity.

More than just a series of meetings, General Assembly is a covenantal table set for education, discussion,
worship, business, fellowship, and action. Each congregation is invited to boldly claim their covenantal place at
the table by inviting everyone to attend online and by prayerfully designating 3 delegates to vote at General
Assembly. Meeting every year online will allow more Disciples to connect more frequently and to work
together more fully "to be the church we say we are.” If you've never attended General Assembly before, a
special welcome is extended to you.

One and all, individuals, Congregations, General Ministries, Regional Ministries, Ministry partners, and friends
are invited to actively participate in our new way of being church and our church wide resolve to embody and
share God's surpassing love as we gather in July.
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For these reasons:

e The cost is $30 in the hope of removing an economic barrier.

e Translation through closed captioning will be available in 5 languages including Spanish, Korean,
French, English, and Chinese, in the hope of removing language and accessibility barriers.

e You can participate at a local gathering or on your personal device in the hope of removing the barriers
of geography and isolation. The tech team has worked hard to make sure that GA is accessible and to
train Regional and Congregational tech leaders to ensure that they didn't create a new digital divide
within the church.

e The format and schedule include a Topic for Education, Discussion, and Prayer and time for dialogue to
move beyond brief discussion accessible only to persons that attend GA in-person to include more
voices from across the whole church.

Click here to register today and take your place in this year's General Assembly rooted in hope, inspired by

purpose, and alive with possibility. Your voice, your presence, and your spirit matter. Come be part of what
God is doing next.

2026 T,
o

LOVE SURPASSING

JULY 10, 2026 | 3:00 PM - 7:15 PM EST

JULY 11,2026 | 11:00 AM - 6:00 PM EST,

Registration is officially open for the General Assembly!

Rooted and grounded in a love that surpasses all knowledge and every
barrier, we are gathering to build fuller relationships and ministries led
by the limitless love of God.

And for the first time, online General Assembly access means no
barrier of distance. Wherever you are, you can participate on your
personal device or at a local congregational gathering.

Other reasons to attend:

+ The format and schedule includes a Topic for Education, Discussion,
and Prayer and time for dialogue to move beyond brief discussion
accessible only to persons that attend GA in-person to include more

voices from across the whole church. St A e B
« Translation through closed captioning will be available in 5 languages. R(.«glbtl athl"l IS

« Registration is $30 per person now ()l)erl‘

Learn more and register at bit.ly/LoveSurpassing ‘
Be there. Be part of what's beyond. : gl 93



https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2625&m=2755&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=16523&l=-https--ga2026.disciples.org/
https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2625&m=2755&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=16523&l=-https--ga2026.disciples.org/
https://ga2026.disciples.org/series/general-assembly-2026-registration/landing_page?

