Ohio Regional Newsletter ~ March 2026

Taking Spiritual Disciplines Deeper
Rev. Allen V. Harris, Regional Pastor & President
Christian Church in Ohio

Spiritual disciplines, grounded in scripture, have long
been a part of the Christian journey. Somewhere in
Church history they were lifted up as a special focus for
the season of Lent. | have always appreciated focusing
on spiritual disciplines during this sacred period as it
helps me remember and engage them throughout the
year better. Which is another way of saying that all too
often | forget about how meaningful and powerful
spiritual disciplines are until I'm reminded in the days
leading up to Easter!

I'd like to take a moment with you to lift up the "classic”
spiritual disciplines that | know and love and perhaps
find just a bit more meaning and value in them, as well
as to explore how we can take them a little deeper into our faith formation through this coming year.

Prayer & Meditation (1 Thessalonians 5:17)

Prayer is obviously a spiritual discipline that hopefully we engage in daily and year around. When | was a
youth, | still remember being taught by my youth minister the helpful guide for prayer with the acronym ACTS
representing Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, and Supplication (or intercession.) You may have another
helpful guide for ensuring your prayer life is broader and more faithful. 1'd love to know what that is!

One way to expand our prayer life during this season might be to overlay a scriptural call to faithfulness with
our regular prayer formula. For example, we could take Micah 6:8 and pray on doing justice, loving kindness,
and walking humbly with our God through each of the steps of adoration, confession, thanksgiving, and
supplication. You could also use Matthew 22:37 and think about loving God, loving yourself, and loving your
neighbor with each of those as well. Pick your own but find a way to freshen up your prayer life during these
40 days.

Please continue reading Allen's article at: https://www.ccinoh.com/ccio-blog/2026/march/5/taking-spiritual-
disciplines-deeper.aspx
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Dive into Tomorrow at Camp Christian
May 16, 2026

The Christian Church in Ohio (Disciples of Christ)
joyfully invites the Regional Church—and friends
beyond the Regional Church—to Dive into

. Tomorrow at Camp Christian on Saturday, May
16, 2026 (1:00-8:00 PM).

Also known as Camp Open House & Pool
Construction Blessing Day, this is a celebratory,
all-ages gathering to explore the campgrounds,
reconnect with camp friends, and bless the next
chapter of camp ministry—especially the exciting
progress toward our new pool. This milestone is being made possible through the generous support of those
who have given to the "If Not Now, When? If Not You, Who?” financial campaign.

RSVP is required by May 7th. RSVP HERE

What to Expect:

1:00-3:15 PM — Open House Fun — Welcome, camp tours, scavenger hunt, wagon rides, snacks, fellowship,
and more!

4:00 PM — Pool Construction Blessing Ceremony — Liturgy, music, prayer, and time for group photos
(churches, counselors, staff alumni, and more)

5:30 PM — Appetizers & Dinner

6:30 PM — Talent Show (or possibly a Hoedown!)

Come for the whole day or drop in for your favorite part—all ages are welcome.
Help Make the Day Welcoming and Wonderful

To create a vibrant, connection-filled experience, participation from Commissions, Camps, and Conferences is
encouraged:
e Publicity: Share the invitation across your churches, networks, and alumni circles.
¢ Information Tables: An info table in the Dining Hall is requested for each
Commission/Camp/Conference.
e Scavenger Hunt Activities: Each Commission/Camp/Conference is invited to host a 5-10 minute
activity/craft/game somewhere on the grounds (gym, vespers area, craft cabins, admin breezeway,
etc.). This is a fun way for guests to learn about the ministries of the Region while exploring camp. (A
small giveaway is welcome, but not required.)
o Please submit your activity and preferred location by April 20 (requests will be accommodated
as best as possible) to Rev. Laureen A. Roe (RevRoe3000@gmail.com)

Whether Camp Christian holds lifelong memories for you, or you've never visited before, this is a beautiful
moment to gather, celebrate, and bless what God is building among us.

Let's Dive into Tomorrow with joy, gratitude, and hope.

Details and RSVP at https://www.ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx?events=16149&action=details.
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Work Has Begun!

Because of your generosity, the construction of a new
pool, pool house, and picnic pavilion has begun! These
photographs (linked HERE) show the asphalt pad that
has been present for so many years has been stripped
away and heavy equipment is beginning to level the
ground for the buildings and dig the hole for the

pool. Working with Andrews Construction and
Patterson Pools, our Camp Christian Facilities Manager,
David Stonebraker-Martinez, is ensuring construction is
moving smoothly.

Along with an expanded Regional Church staff and

accessibility improvements, this pool will help ensure that the greatest asset the Christian Church in Ohio has
— both physically and emotionally — will be stable and secure for generations to come, and will be better able
to serve more of our congregations, leaders, and those beyond the church.

A big event to celebrate the construction project, titled "Dive Into Tomorrow,” timed to coincide with a Camp
Christian Open House, is set for Saturday, May 16th in the afternoon.

Your gifts are already at work!

Photos of the Construction Progress will be regularly uploaded to the Camp Christian Facebook Page HERE.

Bethany College Announces Dr. Kimberly R. Wagner as 2026
( ) Oreon E. Scott Lecture Speaker

ey College

OREON E. ScOTT LECTURES Bethany College is pleased to announce that Rev. Dr. Kimberly R.
Wagner, assistant professor of preaching at Princeton Theological

i Seetiting Seminary, will serve as the 2026 keynote lecturer for the
Rev. Dr. Kimberly R. Wagner .. . .
Profsor of Preaching, Princeton Theologiel Seminary prestigious Oreon E. Scott Lecture series. The lectures will take

place April 20-21, 2026, at First Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ), 615 E. Beau Street, Washington, Pennsylvania.

Each year, the Scott Lectures bring together clergy, scholars, church

el leaders, and laity for theological reflection and continuing
Zoom: $30 . . . . . .
FREE for students education rooted in the historic mission of Bethany College and the

W Cecation | > Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Scheduled annually in the
it Chrietian Chureh, weeks following Easter, the series has featured some of the most

, Pa

respected voices in theology, preaching, and pastoral leadership.

ArriL 20 - 21, 2026 Register Today!

Wagner studies homiletics, trauma, and pastoral imagination, with
particular emphasis on the intersections of preaching, collective trauma, and faith formation in contemporary
contexts. Her work has resonated widely with clergy navigating ministry amid crisis, grief, and social upheaval,
making her perspective especially timely for today's Church. Her lectures will focus on the theme, "Trauma,
Ministry, and Preaching in these Changing Times.”
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The 2026 program will include two lectures on April 20, one in the morning and one in the afternoon, followed
by an informal dinner for registrants. The series will conclude with a morning lecture and closing luncheon on
April 21. Lectures will be available via Zoom for those who cannot attend in person, continuing the tradition of
making Scott Lecture materials accessible to broader theological audiences.

The Oreon E. Scott Lectures typically draw participants from the Disciples of Christ, Presbyterian, Methodist,
and Catholic traditions, as well as seminarians and faculty from regional theological schools.

Registration will open soon, with fees set at S65 for participants and $30 for

seminarians and Zoom registrants. Bethany College students are welcome to attend the lectures at no cost.

Read More & Register: https://www.bethanywv.edu/event/oreon-e-scott-lectures-2/

You Are Invited To Lenten Breakfasts
Canfield Christian Church
Wednesday Mornings, now through April 1st

FEBRUARY. EEATURES
18 *Pancakesm

BREAKFAST

: CANFIELD CHRISTIAN CHURCH
DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
123 SoOUTH BROAD STREET
The little church with a BIG 9

6:30— 9:30 AM
SEVEN WEDNESDAYS
FEB 18 — APRIL 1

ALL ARE WELCOME!

100% OF DONATIONS GO TO LOCAL MISSIONS
. AVAILABLE EVERY WEEK
- -_Eggs to Order (Scrambled or Fried)
~« Fried Potatoes
DiRusso Sausage

Oatmeal
Toast
Fruit & Pastries

.~ Coffee, Tea, Juices
SERVING YOU WITH ¥ FOR MISSIONS
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Camp Christian Reflection
By Rev. Cynthia Klingemier

Reading snatches of two long-forgotten letters | wrote home from Camp
Christian in 1969's summer, | am transported back to the director's
welcoming, "Good morning, campers! Rise and shine!” Popping out from
those letters of a twelve-year old Chi Rho camper are phrases such as:
"I'm having a ball”; "Last night we had fun”; and "We had cabin inspection
today. We got a super-super-super-duper deluxe except for a broom
straw.” And knowing that a new swimming pool is on the horizon, my
comment in one of the letters that "there is a goofy boy that wears

goggles and swims under water chasing girls” seems timely. IF Ni{i%ﬁ
My memory, jump-started by the pair of letters, moves me forward in IF NOT YOU,
time to recall the pull of the closing circle presented to me when

conferees considering ministry were invited to join at the center. WHO S

| recall years between then and now when retreats, events, seminars, and
conferences have been held on the sacred grounds of Camp Christian. | give thanks for such a place set apart,
for a center of rest, renewal, and connection. | give thanks for this place called Camp Christian where God
meets us as we are, encourages us in faith, and shows us Christ-like love. Thank you Camp Christian and thank
you all who support the future of this sacred place through the If Not Now, When; If Not You, Who campaign.

In Peace,
Rev. Cynthia Klingemier
Regional Elder and Commission on Ministry Team Leader

Please consider supporting the If Not Now, When? If Now You, Who? Campaign. For more information or to
make a recurring donation or pledge, go online to: www.ccinoh.com/campaign

Camp Christian Staff Applications
Apply to be on Camp Christian Summer Staff 2026!!

Our Camp is truly a place where people encounter Jesus and a loving community in a real and significant
manner. You can be part of that wonderful ministry in 2026.

If you or a young adult you know would be interested in this fun and fulfilling service ministry, please
apply/encourage them to apply today.

Summer Staff have all their meals at Camp Christian taken care of, and housing is provided.

Further details, the application and reference forms are posted on our website
at https://www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian/summer-programs/camp-christian-summer-staff.aspx
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APPLY NOW TO BE ON

CAMP
CHRISTIAN
SUMMER
STAFF

Young Adults are
invited to apply from
now until March 15th

Questions?
ohio.camp.christian@gmail.com

Details :
ccinoh.org
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Summer Camp & Conference Registration 2026!

The 2026 Camp Christian Summer Program registration
forms and information are now available through our
website. They are all available for download in one place on
the Summer Forms, Downloads, and Links page

at https://www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian/summer-
programs/form-downloads-and-links.aspx

Christian Church in Ohio

- . . - o
Please feel free to po.st and share this information with as SUMMER
many people as possible.

CAMPS AN
Attached to this email is the graphic in a full sized file that NEE P ERI

_&J = ie = 0
can be used as a Bulletin Insert and/or a Flyer to post and CQO r\ ,_[_r ’
share.

Faith Formation for ALL Ages!

CCINOH.ORG ~ OR SCAN THE QR CODE
Each Congregation should have also received a packet of Building Christian
hard copies of the forms and information in the mail. If you  § (8l:7%7k i Friendships for a Lietime
did not receive yours, please let us know. 25 4 vs, A ® Asafe and Nurturing

Community

Affordable with Abundant

We are looking forward to having another wonderful O~ ARE]  Scholarships Available REGISTER TODAY!
Summer at Camp Christian!!

For online registration — please remember that we are using a fairly new system for online registration. It
would be helpful (but not required) if you created your CDM+ Engage profile before registering. Information
about that can be found at https://www.ccinoh.com/ccio-blog/2024/march/14/new-online-portal.aspx

If you have any questions/concerns please send an email to ccio@ccinoh.org and we'll assist you. We
appreciate your patience and learning with us.

Please note: When completing the new online registrations for Children and Youth, the "Attendee” would be
the person who will be physically attending the Camp/Conference. The "Contact Information” will be the
Parent(s)/Guardian(s). And, as with years past, online registration for Children and Youth still require the
physical forms to be completed even when making registration payments online.

Rev. Harris Named As Lantern Fellowship Speaker

LANTERN FELLOWSHIP WOMEN'S RETREAT
A CONFERENCE-WIDE WOMEN'S RETREAT — ALL ARE WELCOME!

The Sound of the Future: Making Space For the Our very own Regional Pastor, Rev. Allen V. Harris, will
Wisdom of Young Leaders be the speaker for this April's Lantern Fellowship. He
d ill speak on the theme, "The Sound of the Future:
A April 17-19, 2026 . w '
ﬁ P : Making Space For the Wisdom of Young Leaders.”

Featuring \ Camp Christian: . .
Rev. Allen V. Harris 10299 Maple DellRd. | What is Lantern Fellowship?
Regional Minister for - , .
the Christian Church Ohio g 3 Marysville, OH

(Disciples of Christ) (R = 43040 Planned in the spring and fall each year by women of the
i N a \ & \ 0 Heartland Conference of the United Church of Christ,

: ' Lantern Fellowship is a time when women of all
generations come together to enjoy faith, fun, and
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friends. Open to all, but women in the Christian Church in Ohio are specifically invited and welcome! The
retreat will be held at Camp Christian with housing in Monroe Lodge. Camp Christian is place where the spirit
can find renewal. The Steering Committee hopes you will invite a few friends and loved ones to share in the
wonderful experience of Lantern Fellowship.

The planning team hopes you will invite a few friends and loved ones to share in the wonderful experience of
the Lantern Fellowship.

Weekend Activities:
There will be time to explore Camp Christian, shop with the Market Path Fair Trade Store, get crafty doing art
projects, and have lots of fun and fellowship with friends, old and new!

Lodging:
We endeavor to accommodate differently-abled participants. Please include preferences on the registration
form. Final lodging decisions are made by the steering committee.

Contact us:

Registration questions please contact Becca Hoskins at becca@heartlanducc.org or Bobby Burtt at
bobby@heartlanducc.org or 1-800-282-0740 ext. 2 or 3. www.LanternFellowship.com Email:
LanternFellowship@gmail.com

March Network Meetings

The Christian Church in Ohio is partnering with the Heartland Conference of the United Church of Christ to do
expanded mission and ministry through a series of Networks. Below you will see the March Network
gatherings.

For more information about each of these and/or if you have any questions, please
email networks@heartlanducc.org.

-

¢+  MARCH NETWORK MEETINGS

MARCH 5, 1:00 PM
YOUTH MINISTRY NETWORK

MARCH 5, 3:00 PM
FAITH FORMATION NETWORK

MARCH 5, 6:30 PM
MENTAL HEALTH NETWORK

MARCH 12, 10:00 AM
SMALL TOWN AND RURAL CHURCH NETWORK

MARCH 12, 6:30 PM
PRO-RACIAL EQUITY NETWORK

MARCH 17, 3:00 PM
ENVIRONMENTAL CARE & JUSTICE NETWORK

MARCH 19, 6:30 PM
OPEN AND AFFIRMING SUPPORT NETWORK

MARCH 26, 6:30 PM
GLOBAL MINISTIRES NETWORK

NEED MORE INFO? CONTACT NETWORKS@HEARTLANDUCC.ORG
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District 4 All Church Event

[et's Celebrate Little Easter 45
54' ? %% Disciples of Christ District 4 All-Church Event

d@‘; SUNDAY MARCH 22, 2026 - 3PM-5PM

BRING FINGER FOODS TO SHARE: BEVERAGES PROVIDED

Host: Howland Community Church
198 Niles Cortland Road SE, Warren OH (Rt.46, Howland)

- Park in lower lot and use downstairs entrance to South Hall
“*Choose a way to showcase your congregation’s talent in 8 minutes or less! Be creative!
Be ready for Open Mic**




Plan Now To Attend Camp Christian Work Day
Saturday, May 9th

From 7:00am until 5:00pm

Attend as you are able

Here are a few of the tasks that need worked on around
Camp Christian in preparation of the Summer Programs.
There are tasks suited for a wide range of ages and

abilities. Camp ChHStlan
e Cleaning Cabin Clusters WO r k Da y

e Set up Green Chairs around Camp

e Power Washing Satu }"day,
e Clean out Gutters and Downspouts

e Cleaning Boats and Life Jackets M d y Qt h

e Cleaning Vespers Spots

e Cleaning in all Buildings

e Weed control throughout Camp
e Washing Windows

¢ Painting Swings & Chairs

e General grounds cleanup

e Just to name a few!

Please wear work clothes, boots or heavy duty shoes,
and bring gloves. Certain tasks may require more PPE.

Anyone under the age of 18 MUST have a legal parent or guardian attending and working with them.
There is no charge to participate, but we will have a sign up closer to the date of the event so we can plan.

If you have any questions about this or want to bring some of your own equipment, please contact Campsite
Manager David Stonebraker-Martinez DStonebraker-Martinez@ccinoh.org or (614) 653-9954.

If you would like to make a monetary donation to the supplies for the work day, you can do so at
https://www.ccinoh.com/donation.aspx -Select "Other” as your designation and type in "May 9th Work Day.
You can also mail a contribution by check to Camp Christian — 10335 Maple Dell Rd., Marysville, OH 43040.

”
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DATA F OR DISCIPLES

Congregations may begin entering their
2025 Yearbook statistics today.

The ALEX Help Center offers downloadable
worksheets (English & Spanish) and step-
by-step guidance for church staff setting up
ALEX accounts.

Need help? Email alex@disciples.org

Visit
disciples.org/alex

ALEX Yearbook Reporting Now Underway

Please note - If you have any questions about and/or
issues with the ALEX Yearbook reporting, please
contact alex@disciples.org directly. Also, please note -
CPIN's are all 6 digit numbers, and ALL Ohio CPINs all
start with 360.

ALEX is the database of congregations currently and
historically affiliated with the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) in the United States and Canada. ALEX
contains more than forty years of participation and
stewardship data for these congregations, dating back to
the calendar year 1980.

Like its predecessor, the Yearbook and Directory, the

information in ALEX paints a picture of the congregations that make up the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ). It is like the Disciples family portrait. When a congregation reports Yearbook statistics to ALEX, we can

be sure that they are included in the picture!

Here are some important links to help you and your Congregation complete this reporting:

ALEX Main Page - https://disciples.org/alex/

ALEX Login Page - https://engage.suran.com/doc/s/login

ALEX Help Center Page - https://ccdoc-ogmp.freshdesk.com/support/solutions/72000348023

ALEX video tutorial available on YouTube - https://youtu.be/N p-tk-ShXs?si=sPEVjdDWisRVIxgi

And again, if you have any questions about and/or issues with the ALEX Yearbook reporting, please

contact alex@disciples.org directly.

Thank you!

Michael Porter Approved For Ordination

On Tuesday, March 4, the Christian Church in Ohio,
Commission On Ministry Team 1 interviewed Michael
Porter, and approved him unanimously for ordination!

Michael will be ordained at First Christian Church of
Tiffin in the coming months. Rev. Doug DeVos is Senior
Pastor there.

Team 1 is most ably led by the Rev. Cynthia
Klingemier. Pictured are (I-r): Rev. Allen Harris, Rev.
Chris McCreight, Rev. Klingemier, Michael Porter,
Brenda Osuga, Carolyn Abels, and Rev. Dr. Eric Brown.

We were hosted by Northwest Christian Church in Upper Arlington.
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Rev. Jeffrey Campbell Installed As Pastor
Of Central Christian Church, Kettering March 1st

& Regional Elder, Thomas Barnes, had had the honor on Sunday, March 1 to
~ participate in the Installation of Rev. Jeffery Campbell as the Pastor of Central
| Christian Church-Kettering

"I will give you shepherds after my own heart who will lead you with
knowledge and understanding” Jeremiah 3:15

Rev. Campbell is ordained in the United Church of Christ and preciously served
Central as their Administrative Assistant.

Matt Donahue Recently Highlighted In Bethany College Alumni News

Matt Donahue, son of the Rev. Dr. Brad and Gail Donahue, was recently
highlighted in the Bethany College Alumni News. Matt was a psychology
major who graduated in 2002. Matt then pursued a career in law. He
began as an assistant county prosecutor before joining the Ohio Attorney
General's Office, where he served as a prosecutor and later became section
chief of the Special Prosecutions Section. Today, he is the chief legal counsel
for Ohio Governor Mike DeWine, a role rooted in leadership, integrity, and
a deep understanding of the justice system.

Not mentioned in the article is the fact that he and his family attend Gender
Road Christian Church in Canal Winchester and that he is running for a seat
on the appeals court.

You can read the entire story online at From Bethany to the Governor's
Office: Matt Donahue '02 and a Career in Public Service - Bethany College

Rev. Cheryl Coggins' Installation Service As Senior Pastor, Kemper Road Christian Church Cincinnati
Saturday, March 14th

All members and friends of the Christian Church in Ohio are invited to attend the service of installation of Rev.
Cheryl Coggins as Pastor of Kemper Road Christian Church in Cincinnati on Saturday, March 14 at 1

p.m. Regional Minister, Rev. Allen Harris, and Regional Elder, Rev. Thomas Barnes will officiate. The speaker
for the installation service will be Pastor Gary A. Lancaster. The service begins at 1 p.m. and there is a
reception following the service. The church is located at 11609 Hanover Rd. in Cincinnati, Ohio 45240.

Please RSVP to kemperroadchristianchurch@fuse.net or call the church at 513-825-4453. Clergy are invited to
robe with white stoles.
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KEMPER ROAD CHRISTIAN CHURCH

PASTORNAIL.
INSTALLATION

e W&W

KEMPER ROAD CHRISTIAN
CHURCH

0O PM A 11609 HANOVER RD
- g . CINCINNATI, OH 45240

FOLLOWING SERVICE

SATURDAY, MARCH 14

*

JOIN US FOR A HEARTFELT PASTORAL INSTALLATION
SERVICE AS WE WARMLY WELCOME OUR NEW PASTOR TO
THE COMMUNITY.




Rev. Thomas Barnes Called As New Pastor Of Journey Community
Church, Cincinnati

It is with great joy that | share the news that | have accepted the role of
Senior Pastor at Journey Community Church in Cincinnati.

| realize this may come as a surprise to some, especially since when | left
Kemper Road Christian Church, | shared that | had different plans for my
ministry. Yet as Proverbs 19:21 reminds us, "Many are the plansin a
person's heart, but it is the LORD's purpose that prevails.” (NIV)

Through much prayer and meaningful conversations with Journey's
leadership, the Lord has brought clarity and confirmation about His
purpose for me in this season. With gratitude and a deep sense of calling,
| accepted the invitation to serve as the next Senior Pastor of Journey
Community Church.

We will begin this new chapter of ministry on April 1st, and we are trusting God for all He has in store.

Thank you for your prayers, encouragement, and continued support as we step into this new season.

Blessings,
Rev. Thomas E. Barnes

Bolindale Christian Church Food Pantry Gets Major Renovation

Bolindale Christian Church has hosted a food pantry for many years, but
Chuck Mackey, executive director of the food pantry, felt those the pantry
served deserved better. The Pantry requested and received $62,750 in
American Rescue Plan funds from the Trumbull County commissioners for
remodeling and reorganizing the pantry. The request came with the
provision that all monies spent for the renovations were with local
businesses.

Chuck shared, "What we want to do is make it easier for people to get the
food they need quicker. When the rooms are remodeled, they will be able to
walk from room to room. The other side of the pantry will be used for
storage.” The Bolindale Food Pantry began as a single shelf in the church
basement to help those in need and has expanded to service 90 families
twice a month.

The vision for the food pantry was many years in the making and has been made possible through the support
of Howland Township Trustees, Ohio Department of Health, Trumbull County Health Department, Second
Harvest Food Bank and continuing donations.

Those seeking assistance have to meet certain income requirements and show identification. The food pantry
is open every second and fourth Wednesday of the month from 4:00PM to 6:00PM. Their Winter Hours are
from 3:00PM to 5:00PM.



Rev Brian Shields To Be Installed As Settled Pastor

Of Community Christian Church North Canton April 12

Dear Colleagues,

My name is Brian Shields. | am the new Senior Pastor at

Community Christian Church in North Canton.

You are cordially invited to attend my pastoral installation service
on Sunday, April 12, 2026, at 3:00 pm. It will be held at the

church, 210 N. Main St. North Canton, OH 44720.

Clergy are invited to robe; please arrive by 2:30. A meal will

follow the service in our Community Room.

Please RSVP for the meal to Shari Keim, Office Manager, at

skeim@northcantonccc.org.

o

were able to raise $2600.00 for the school supplies.

b& Elder LaVerne Thorpe Reflects On Recent Mission Trip

To Sierra Leone

On November 14th Rev Brenda Etheridge and | traveled
to Sierra Leone on a month long mission trip. We were
assigned to the Christian Council of churches of Sierra
Leone. Prior to this trip in consultation with Global
Ministries and Kezi Kargbo General Secretary of the
Council of Churches it was decided that | would bring
equipment to teach crafts and conduct human
trafficking awareness training. Rather than just bringing
supplies or gifts we would teach a sustainable skill. We
were also informed that there was a great need for
school supplies. Through some fundraising efforts we

To read Elder Thorpe's entire reflections, please follow this link: https://www.ccinoh.com/ccio-
blog/2026/march/5/laverne-thorpe-reflects-on-recent-mission-trip-to-sierra-leone.aspx

LaVerne is available to speak to local Congregations and at District Meetings. Contact her at:

allbyhand313@yahoo.com.
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Chautauqua Institute Calls Disciples Of Christ Leader As
Director Of Religion

Chautauqua Institute in Chautauqua, New York recently
announced that Robert Wilson-Black will serve as the
new Director of Religion of the Institute. Wilson-Black is
a member of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

For Robert Wilson-Black, Chautauqua has long been a
home away from home. Now the nationally respected
leader returns to step into one of the Institution's most
historic roles. His connection to Chautauqua spans
decades — from first attending as a guest of Joan Brown
Campbell to family ties through the Presbyterian House
and scholarly contributions housed in the Chautauqua

Library.

As Director of Religion, he will steward one of the
Institution's most historic program pillars, strengthening longstanding traditions while guiding its continued

evolution.

Read the full announcement here: https://www.chqg.org/blog/institution-news/robert-
wilson%e2%80%91black-appointed-director-of-religion/

Opportunities for Congregations, Clergy and Young People from Green Chalice
Creation Care Opportunities in 2026

e Justice & Creation Summer Fellowship — Apply by March 16, 2026: Ministry sites
partner with Fellows ages 16—26 for summer creation care ministry. $3,000 site

grant. discipleshomemissions.org/justice-and-creation-summer-fellowship-2026/

o National Faith + Climate Forum — April 25, 2026: 2,000+ participants, 80+ host
locations nationwide. Join as a congregation host or individual. Theme: The Future We
Choose. nationalfaithandclimateforum.org

o Disaster Emotional & Spiritual Care Academy — Tuesdays, March 24 — April 28,

2026: Six weeks of free live online training on disaster emotional and spiritual care. Every
Tuesday, 10-11:30am Central. Offered by Week of Compassion with Church World
Service, Crisis Care Ministries, and more. okumc-
reg.brtapp.com/DisasterEmotionalAndSpiritualCareAcademy2026

e Black Church and Climate Change Webinar — July 28, 2026, 7pm ET: Hosted by Apostle
Sharyn Cosby. Online. Registration details coming soon.

e Oreon Scott Clergy Retreat — September 1-4, 2026: Christmount Conference Center,

Black Mountain, NC. Renewal, fellowship, and creation care for Disciples and ecumenical clergy.
Registration details coming soon.
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2026 General Assembly

Disciples are invited to participate in the 2026 General SAVE THE DATES

Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), 2026 7
taking place online July 10-11, 2026. Centered on the ®
theme BEYOND: Love Surpassing (Ephesians 3:14-21), the »

Assembly will gather Disciples from across the life of the LOVE SURPASSING
church for worship, learning, discernment, and
connection. In addition to conducting the business of the JULY 10-11, 2026

church, the Assembly provides opportunities to share
resources, engage in collaborative ministry conversations,
and strengthen relationships across regions,
congregations, and general ministries.

Other dates:
Registration Opens
March 2026

(S30 per person)

Information Session for Congregational Leaders and Delegates
March 2026 — TBA

Portal to enter Congregational Delegates in ALEX opens
April 2026

**Also please note, the General Assembly Tech Training for Regional and Congregational Tech Leaders have
been rescheduled to March 12, 8:00 p.m. and March 14, 11:00 a.m. This training is designed to equip Tech
Leaders with the tools and guidance needed to help their communities connect and fully participate in the
online 2026 General Assembly. Those who previously registered will automatically receive an updated meeting
link. New participants are invited to register using the link https://disciples.org/ga-tech-training/
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Easter Special Offering
Received by most Congregations March 29 & April 5, 2026

This Day: When Love Answers

On that first day of the week, grief and uncertainty were met with
resurrection hope. Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and
proclaimed, "I saw the Master!”, bearing witness to a love that
answered her sorrow with new life. What began as confusion and
loss became a world-changing encounter with the risen Christ.

"This day” was unlike any other. Love answered Peter's searching.
Love answered Mary's longing. Love answered with presence,
promise, and purpose.

Through the Easter Offering, we respond to God's resurrection love
by sharing in God's work in the world. As we give, we proclaim with
Mary: love still answers.

The Easter Offering, received by most congregations on March 29 and April 5, 2026, provides vital support for
the general ministries of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Your generous gift helps equip college
students for leadership, strengthens global mission partnerships, sustains health and social service ministries,
supports the formation of new congregations, cares for pastors and chaplains, and so much more.

Your gift has the power to transform lives and extend the love of Christ around the world. Give online
today or through your congregation. Thank you for making a difference.

For more information and worship resources for the Easter Special Offering, go to
https://disciplesmissionfund.org/special-offerings/easter/
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