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In Defense Of Love & Relationships
Rev. Allen V. Harris,
Regional Pastor & President

Maybe it is because we are in February, a
month that contains the holiday famously
dedicated to all things amorous, or simply
because it is weighing on my heart, mind,
and soul, but I've been thinking a lot lately
about how powerful love is and how
enduring the bonds of loving relationships are.

Sadly, love is so misunderstood. Quite often it is seen as a soft, weaker, or less desirable human quality. In
fact, anything related to love and relationships, such as empathy, kindness, compassion, yielding to another,
guiet contemplation, or compromising, are seen not simply as lesser characteristics, but harmful or even
dangerous to the order of the whole. In fact, some have felt they have to add an adjective to strengthen the
concept, and they talk about "tough love.” This bothers me, both as a person in deep relationship with a
whole lot of people, but as a follower of Christ and a student of the Bible.

1 Corinthians 14:4-7 famously reads, "Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or
rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable; it keeps no record of wrongs; it does not rejoice in
wrongdoing but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things.” Its frequent use at weddings, funerals, and other significant life events has almost rendered it
powerless by being so familiar. But any student of the Bible knows that the twin epistles of 1 and 2
Corinthians were anything but syrupy love letters or a placating pieces of sentimental drivel. They were firm
and faithful assertions of what makes all communities, but especially those who proclaim Christ, robust,
healthy, and enduring.

The apostle Paul was writing to a deeply contentious church that was using everything in the world to try to
divide itself one member from another. They had allowed the divisions of the oppressive dominating powers
of the Roman Empire to overtake their young church, especially around ancient grievances about who was
worthy and who was less worthy as well as prejudices around those who could be included in the community
and who could and should not be included. This famous "love chapter” is centered right in the midst of Paul's
theological treatise of how we are to respond when the dissension of the world threatens our community. He
reminds us of the love that is from God, poured out through Jesus Christ, "bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things.” This is hardly a weak or pathetic response, for in fact, Paul had come to
understand true love is the strongest force on the face of the earth.

We are again living in a hard and cold era of human life, where those in power are deciding for us that the
problems that beset us must be solved by force, violence, stereotyping, amplified by emotional distance, self-
interest, and isolation. Those serving in the highest offices of the land, whether corporate or political, are
sowing discontent while gaining vast wealth, power, and glory at the expense of those they see as the least,
the lost, the loneliest, and the unloved.

And on top of this (perhaps strategically in tandem with this) slowly creeping across our world and into our
land and into our living rooms, board rooms, and sanctuaries, is a complete and stunningly swift acquiescence
and submission to a way of doing things that is entirely focused on efficiency, speed, and instant



gratification. Artificial intelligence, designed to remove the slow and unpredictable power of love and
relationship completely from the algorithms, comes at enormous cost to human creativity, deep relationship
building, not to mention the incapacitating toll it is taking on the creation for which we were mandated to
steward.

But | have witnessed and have been living in the midst of a different kind of power that is being made real in
our congregations. This is the power of uncalculated relationship, careful and thoughtful imagination, and
selfless love. | observe this 1 Corinthians 13 kind of love in how our congregations, large, medium, and small,
are living in countercultural ways to what is being portrayed on social media and in the halls of power. So
many of our congregations have small groups of members and friends who are caring for one another and for
their neighbors without regard to doctrinal purity, racial or ethnic uniformity, efficiency or productivity, but
only love.

Whether it is in the way we come together when one amongst us slips the mortal coils of earth, or bind
themselves in the covenant of marital bonds, or heads off to explore new worlds, we show joy and
compassion and celebrate who they are and what they have meant to us. When trauma and heartache befall
those around us, we worry not the cost but gather together for support, care, and find almost magical ways to
fill the void, whether it is in food or blankets or toiletries or coats or just love baked into a chocolate chip
cookie. When the weather turns frightful — sometimes dangerously so — we open our buildings as cold
weather shelters. When those in charge of protecting us in fact turn against us, we rally our spirits and march
in the streets and lead letter-writing campaigns for reform and justice and "love made public.”

As we celebrate the holiday of Valentine's Day, yes, let us celebrate it in red hearts cut from construction
paper and cute cards bought en masse at the dollar store. But at the same time let us recognize that the love
which God in Christ calls us to embody is so much more than a holiday can capture, corporate executives can
monopolize, or a tyrant can desperately try to crush. Let us stay true to the powerful love which is patient,
kind, humble, decent, simple, and rejoices in the truth.

May it be so.
Allen

Summer Camp & Conference Registration 2026!

The 2026 Camp Christian Summer Program registration forms and
information are now available through our website. They are all
available for download in one place on the Summer Forms, Downloads,
I and Links page at https://www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian/summer-
SUMMER Y ‘ programs/form-downloads-and-links.aspx

CAMPS AND
CONFERENCES

Faith Formation for ALL Ages!

Please feel free to post and share this information with as many

people as possible.

ccmommmﬂswTHE_éRCODE % Attached to this email is the graphic (to the left) in a full sized file that
Frendsns foa Letme = M can be used as a Bulletin Insert and/or a Flyer to post and share.

A Safe and Nurturing
Community

Affordable with Abundant Each Congregation will also receive a packet of hard copies of the forms
Scholarships Available
: LERERE  and information in the mail over the next couple of weeks.
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We are looking forward to having another wonderful Summer at Camp Christian!!

For online registration — please remember that we are using a fairly new system for online registration. It
would be helpful (but not required) if you created your COM+ Engage profile before registering. Information
about that can be found at https://www.ccinoh.com/ccio-blog/2024/march/14/new-online-portal.aspx

If you have any questions/concerns please send an email to ccio@ccinoh.org and we'll assist you. We
appreciate your patience and learning with us.

Please note: When completing the new online registrations for Children and Youth, the "Attendee” would be
the person who will be physically attending the Camp/Conference. The "Contact Information” will be the
Parent(s)/Guardian(s). And, as with years past, online registration for Children and Youth still require the
physical forms to be completed even when making registration payments online.

Camp Christian: A Place To Be Set Apart From The World
By Rev. Ali Miguel

The very first time | set foot on the grounds at Camp Christian was
in summer of 1991 as a Chi Rho camper. Ever since then | have had
the privilege of returning to Camp Christan countless times in a
variety of roles. | have been a camper, a counselor, an attendee at
a workshop, a leader of a retreat, a volunteer in the kitchen, and an
officiant for a wedding just to name a few. However, no matter
how my role has changed while | am at Camp Christian, one thing ¥
has always remained the same. Every time | set foot on those

sacred grounds that is home to Camp Christian, | get to experience IF NOT NOW,

the gift of being set apart from the world. WHEN

No matter if my time set apart is for a day, a weekend or a week, it IF NOT YOU,
always offers the same invitation; the invitation to loosen my grasp WHO

on all that life requires of me to carry and find some rest, relief, 3

and renewal. During my experiences of being set apart, at camp, |

always find a new confidence to strike up conversations with people | just met. | find a new energy that causes
me to laugh more freely and deeply. And most importantly when | am at set apart at camp, | find the
opportunity to listen more wholly and attentively to God's voice, especially when that comes through the
voice of others.

The sacred grounds that are Camp Christian always offers an invitation to step away from the world as you
know it and be set apart to find rest for your spirit. When | am there at any event, no matter the topic, no
matter the program, no matter the building, the rec hall, the dining hall, in the pool, on the side of the pool, in
the cabins or at one of the Vesper spots, there is this constant whisper that says, "rest, breath, and just

be.” Although | have traveled to some incredible places, there is no place that offers the opportunity to
experience being set apart quite like the sacred grounds that is home to Camp Christian does. And even
though the camp has had many physical changes over the years, that aspect has never changed. And I'm
certain it never will.
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| am truly grateful for all the people who did what they could so that | could have the many being set apart at
Camp Christian. This has been a life-giving gift that | will always hold close at heart. And | pray it is a life-giving
gift an abundance of people will get to experience for many years to come as well.

Please consider supporting the If Not Now, When? If Now You, Who? campaign to help ensure that even
more people can feel set apart and find rest and renewal for their spirits at Camp Christian. For more
information or to make a recurring donation or pledge, go online to: www.ccinoh.com/campaign

Save The Date:

Saturday, May 16th - Camp Christian Open- SAVE THE DATE
House and Pool Groundbreaking Ceremony!!!! May 16th Camp Christian
Open-House and Pool

Groundbreaking Ceremong!

\\/P w) Il 4 \|

More details comin soon, but the basic schedule
is: \\ /

e 1pm-4pm: Camp Open House with
Tours, Games, Hayrides, Singing,
Scavenger Hunt, and more!

e 4pm: Groundbreaking Ceremony

e 5:30pm - 7:30pm Dinner and Talent Show
emceed by Pastor Mark Harris!

Come see Camp! Join for parts or all of the day!
Celebrate with us!!

Camp Christian Christmas Has Huge Impact For Community

For quite a number of years now Camp Christian has found ways to serve individuals and families in the
community around Magnetic Springs and throughout Union County. For many years this was via our Free
Store and the big Christmas Celebration in the dining hall. Circumstances have changed, but the desire to
serve God's people in need has only grown. This year, as you can see from the beautiful graphic, our impact in
helping children, youth, and families at Christmas has been significant even though the venue and methods
were different. Wendy Taylor, working with volunteers and donors like Jerry Western from Washington
Avenue Christian Church, the North Union Student Council, Luke Taylor and Hope Tanner, were able to
connect volunteers with projects that benefitted people in need to make an even more joyous and robust
Christmas for so many people.

Check out the below graphic and be assured that through Camp Christian and the Christian Church in Ohio
more of God's children indeed had a Very Merry Christmas!

And you can still make monetary donations to support these efforts through the Free Store at Camp Christian
donation designation - https://www.ccinoh.com/donation.aspx
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$C1010 COUNTRY CLUB WHO DONATED
MANY OF OUR WISHLISTITEMS .

LOCAL HIGH SCHOOLERS WHO MADE
OUR BLANKETS THIS YEAR! THANKS
NORTH UNION STUDENT COUNCIL!

CENTRAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN WARREN FOR
SUPPLYING US WITH FOOD TO MAKE OUR
WINTER BREAK FOOD BOXES

WASHINGTON AVENUE CHRISTIAN CHURCH |n"§q‘

@ LLYRIA FOR COLLECTING OUR SPORTSBALLS, -

® BOARD GAMES AND HATS AND GLOVES

JAN CHORICH, TOURNAMENT ORGANIZER, AND OH10 SOCIAL SPORTIS FOR
THEIR GENEROUS MONETARY DONATIONS, GIETS AND GIET CARDS AY THIIR
PICKLEBALL TOURNAMENT, “DECK THE HALLS WITH PICKLEBALLS

AND THANKS TO THE MANY INDIVIUDALS WHO DONATED THEIR GIFTS AND TIME!
THANK YOU FOR HELPING US SPREAD CHRISTMAS CHEER TO OUR NEIGHBORS OF
CAMP CHRISTIAN!




United Disciples Winter Youth Retreat

i i - United Disciples
For High School Youth in Grades 9-12 o o

NEXT WEEKEND!! - February 13-15, 2026
at Camp Christian

Join us for a fun weekend at Camp Christian. The
Winter Retreat for high school students, February
13-15, 2026, is designed to be much like summer
camp. So, if you have been to CYF Conference you
know what to expect and are excited to see your

. . FUN & GAMES BIBLE STUDY
friends. If you are new, it's a small taste of what BONFIRES
you would experience in the summer. Either way,
we hope you will join us. for High School students 9 -12" grade.

Friday 7:30 pm to Sunday 11:30 am

Our Bible study for the weekend focuses on m

covenants God makes with humans. We will cyfohio@gmail.com

briefly look at five key covenants in the Bible, then

take a deeper look at "The New Covenant" and Jeremiah 31 and what it means to know God in hearts. A
perfect topic for Valentine's Day Weekend.

Along with the Bible Study, we will play games, hang out and visit, do crafts and so much more. Make sure to
bring WINTER GEAR since we hope to take a hike in the snow and go sledding.

You won't want to miss it, register TODAY!!

Details and registration at https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/children-youth/youth-fellowship/united-
disciples-youth-winter-retreat.aspx

Congregations Celebrate Scout Sunday February 8th

February has been designated as Scouting Anniversary Month, and many local
churches have a Scout Sunday on the Sunday of February closest to the founding
date of scouting, February 8. This year that is a Sunday. Itis important for
Scouting organization to recognize their chartered partner during Scouting's
Anniversary month, and if that partner is a church, then Scout Sunday is a great
day to do that. Regardless of when it is celebrated, those institutions that are
faith based should be engaged in a congregational celebration where the Pack,
Troop, and or Crew plays an active role in the service.

Attached to this email are helpful ideas, including newsletter/bulletin text, and
worship resources.

For more information go online to: https://blog.scoutingmagazine.org/2026/01/29/your-guide-to-this-years-
scout-sunday-scout-shabbat-and-scout-jumuah/

The Christian Church in Ohio would love to celebrate and share how our local congregations and individuals
are involved in scouting. Please send stories and pictures, with permission to share, to ccio@ccinoh.org.
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"Goin' Fishing” - Evangelism Zoom Call & Workshop To
Restart Ohio Evangelism Efforts
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Evangelism 8
In Ohio
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Matthew 28:16-20
“Now the eleven Disciples went to Galilee, to the
mountains to which Jesus had directed them. When they
saw Him, they Worshipped Him: but some doubted. And
Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in Heaven
and on Earth has been given to Me. Go therefore and
make Disciples of all Nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to obey everything | have Zoorm.Call 2/12
)

commanded you. And remember | am with you always, \m >
to the end of the age.” w Workshop 3/12

Having trouble Growing the Kingdom of God at your
House of Worship?

iy

If so, join Rev. Vanessa Bostick and Rev. Allen Harris on Thursday, February 12, 7 p.m. on Zoom to introduce
the renewed efforts around evangelism here in Ohio. This will include sharing information about an Ohio
Regional Evangelism Workshop on March 12-13 (3 p.m. Thursday to 11:30 a.m. Friday) at Camp Christian for
a "Post Covid” theological and practical strategies to implement Christ's call to be Fishers of Men & Women
God has called us to be.

An email with the Zoom link will be sent to all clergy early next week. If you do not receive it by Wednesday,
please let the Regional Church Office know and we will make sure you have it.

cue Registration Now Open For Faithful Response
: March 2026 Immigration Gathering, March 17-19 at Camp Christian

FAITHFUL
RESPONSE Gathering Dates: March 17-19, 2026 (Check in at 4:00

pm, check out at 10:30 am)
IM(EX?’EIQEI&E Gathering Location: Camp Christian, 10299 Maple Dell

Rd, Marysville, OH 43040

Tuesday-Thursday, March 17-19 ﬁ
Check in: 4 pm - Check out: 10 am c

While the United States has a long history of hostility

SN TEETE: Camp Christian, Marysville, 0H Q) towards immigrants, the current administration has
ecumenical gathering : O .. . .
created a crisis for immigrants and refugees through
to strengthen our o . . . -
faithful response to the MARK YOUR aggressive immigration enforcement and racial profiling,
.. current immigration CALENDAR AND diverting resources from the public good to immigration
: crisis. REGISTER TODAY! detention and deportation. With the rescinding of the

sensitive sites memo from the Department of Homeland
Security, churches have become a target of
enforcement. This has created an atmosphere of fear for immigrants in churches as well as for those who
seek to be in solidarity with them. Additionally, immigration enforcement has unjustly targeted, detained, and
deported many neighbors within our own communities, and there is an urgent need for community defense.
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In light of these challenges and needs, it's more important than ever for our churches to faithfully respond to
God's call to welcome, love, and defend the sojourner in our midst. As pastors and lay leaders, we must step
up in this crisis to faithfully serve those both inside and outside of our churches. This is why the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ), United Church of Christ, Church of the Brethren, and the Mennonite Church USA
are sponsoring a Faithful Response Immigration Gathering.

From March 17-19, we will gather to strengthen our faithful response to the current immigration crisis by
facilitating space and providing tools for pastors and lay leaders to:
1. Develop relationships that cross denominational lines to broaden our network of support
2. Create and practice safety planning and rapid response to prepare your congregations and
communities for heightened immigration enforcement
3. Spiritually ground your work and care for your congregations to build resiliency and endurance to
respond to this crisis

Registration for this event is now open. To register, go online to: https://www.ccinoh.com/regional-
calendar.aspx?events=16088&action=details

Camp Our Way ““P O"R WAY

May 1st - 3rd
y For those with Special Needs

. Ages 7 & up with an Adult Companion
Come learn with us about how Jesus teaches us to love

our neighbor!

4 ‘ U WY
Do you have a child who may feel more comfortable “,'g“ '\EF
with you at Camp? Or maybe you have a child who is ﬁ ///f”\\
sensitive to noise and crowds? Please consider joining ol -

us at Camp Our Way! S y

This is a weekend camp experience designed for kids with special needs and their companions. We will have
children with a range of different abilities. The program is designed for you and your child to choose what is
right for them and take breaks when needed. They can participate in only what feels comfortable to

them. THEY get to do camp THEIR WAY!

Click HERE for additional information.
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Advance Conference Winter Retreat Success And
Looking Forward To The Spring Retreat

The Advance Conference was very pleased to reconvene
for the first time since the summer of 2025 with our
annual retreat on January 9th-11th. Over 20 attendees
came to spend time together over the course of the
weekend as the conference theme for the

year- Pathways to Purpose- was laid out. Though the
scheduled keynote speaker Reverend Amy Gopp
unfortunately had to step out of her role due to illness,
Reverend Joyce Wealand of Northwest Christian Church
stepped up in a time of need to lead the gatheringin a
thoughtful discussion on what the collective purpose of
being a Disciple of Christ and those qualities can be demonstrated in the world today. This was exemplified
with a successful outing of volunteer work with the Common Grounds Free Store in Delaware, a stone's throw
away from Camp Christian. There, conferees did a wide variety of tasks to help out a local organization; from
preparing and serving food to receiving, organizing, and distributing donated items from the larger Delaware
community to people in need. It was a truly rewarding experience and one that demonstrated the
fundamentals of Discipleship.

The Advance Officers extend their deepest thanks to all those that attended and made the weekend

possible. We are already looking forward to the annual Spring Retreat. Attendees can expect a more
personal, holistic experience that will address what purpose is for an individual, regardless of where they are
on their journey with religion. If you're in between the ages of 18-30 and one year removed from high school,
we hope to see you there from April 10th to April 12th! Expect more details on the weekend soon.

Disciples Leaders Respond To Crisis In Minneapolis
Dear Christian Church in Ohio Disciples,

The events in Minneapolis, Minnesota this past month, and in cities around our nation in recent months, have
been disturbing, if not harrowing, to learn about and observe. Under the guise of "immigration enforcement”
minimally trained and masked ICE agents have been deployed almost exclusively to cities which
predominantly voted Democrat in the last election and many which have mayors who are Black, are abducting
human beings, including children and children from their schools, and transporting them to unknown
locations, often without informing their families or local authorities.

Why does this matter to the church and why is your Regional Minister writing about it? Because the Bible and
Jesus have instructed us to do so, not to mention as citizens we must demand the due process and rule of law
required by our constitution. Let me repeat this carefully: Christians must speak out against what is
happening because we are instructed to do so in scripture and by Jesus. The charge that we are bringing
"politics into church” is misguided since this is scriptural and thus a testimony to our faith.

Leviticus 19:34 (NRSV) makes no exceptions when we read "The alien who resides with you shall be to you as
the native-born among you; you shall love the alien as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt: | am
the Lord your God.” Jesus in Matthew 25:35 was also crystal clear when he said, "for | was hungry and you



gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you welcomed

me...” The author of the book of Hebrews uses such powerful and poetic language we cannot miss our duty:
"Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without
knowing it” (13:2). And there are so many more! Romans 15:17; Deuteronomy 10:19, Psalms 146:9; Isaiah
16:3-4; Jeremiah 22:3; Acts 10:34-35; Galatians 3:26-28 to name just a few. There are many more scripture
texts calling us to care for the foreigner and the alien in our midst than there are addressing the "hot button
topics” like abortion, homosexuality, transgender persons, and the right to bear arms COMBINED!

We can no longer explain away this biblical mandate to care for in very specific and compassionate ways those
who are immigrants, refugees, and asylum-seekers in our country. Do we need to reform immigration

policy? YES! Everyone agrees we need to do something, however what is happening in our nation right now
at the hands of the Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents is not only against all biblical mandates, but
also is setting immigration reform back and making it almost impossible to address any valid issues and
concerns we might have. Most reprehensibly, the uncalled for and uncoordinated presence of both the
National Guard and ICE Agents in our cities is actually creating the problem it has named it is trying to solve
and escalating otherwise calm situations to the point of violence and death. Jesus reminds us that the
Christian faith is quintessentially non-violent, even as he was being taken away for his own unjust trial and
execution: "Then Jesus said to [Peter], 'Put your sword back into its place, for all who take the sword will die by
the sword."” (Matt. 25:52)

Those who are protesting what is happening, many who are clergy including myself, are being
mischaracterized as being "paid” and "violent.” In over 50 years of protesting on behalf of social justice issues
| have never known of anyone who was paid to do so and | have never been paid nor even approached to be
paid. And most of the violence we are seeing is at the instigation or provocation of the federal agents, not the
protestors. Again, in all my years of protesting the most | have seen have been symbolic acts that were never
"violent” and never aimed at another human being.

There have been several statements of faith from Disciples and ecumenically that have come out in the past
few weeks to help us think faithfully and theologically on the events in Minneapolis. | have shared a few of
these below. Please take time and do some biblical study and theological reflection on the biblical mandate to
care for the foreigner amongst us. One resource | recommend is A Worship Guide for Reflecting and Praying
for the Displaced and can be found at: https://cwsglobal.org/download/24312/ Another great resources was
developed by leaders at Obra Hispana and Week of Compassion:
https://www.weekofcompassion.org/uploads/1/2/4/7/124757032/oc adult bible study - rev 1 26.pdf

As always, | am open for discussion and am available to talk about this and anything else you wish to
discuss. Please email me at AHarris@ccinoh.org.

Faithfully Yours,
Allen

Pastoral Letter written by our General Minister & President, the Rev. Teresa Hord Owens and Rev. Liz
Woodward, Interim Regional Minister of the Upper Midwest Region: https://disciples.org/uncategorized/a-
pastoral-letter-concerning-minneapolis/

Church World Service Statement:
https://cwsglobal.org/press-releases/following-tragic-killing-of-alex-pretti-at-the-hands-of-federal-officers-
cws-mourns-with-minneapolis-demands-change-and-accountability/
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General Minister & President, Rev. Teresa Hord Owens, shared a video on her Facebook
page: https://www.facebook.com/reel/875236035493471

Deacon Nick Bates, Interim Executive Director, Ohio Council of
Churches: https://www.ohcouncilchs.org/post/statement-on-immigration

Save The Date: Retired Clergy Luncheon Monday, June 22, Northwest Christian Church

— Retired Ministers' Luncheon .4

Join Us At The inning of .‘é» )
.' the Adult Conference N
-~

C - HE S A C ) ! i O A A A 4’ *—!—""\;
OR RETIRED CLERGY FROM THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN OHIO AND HEARTLAND FER®
CONFERENCE, AND A 'PLUS ONE' FOR A MEAL IN THE CHURCH FELLOWSHIP

- )
‘00,; ) MONDAY, JUNE 22, 11:30AM - 1:00PM
! . sv‘- \\

ﬂ NORTHWEST CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN

>

A UPPER ARLINGTON

" WHAT TO EXPECT?
JOIN US FOR A FREE LUNCH AND TO
HEAR WORDS OF APPRECIATION AND
UPDATES ON MINISTRY SETTINGS
FROM YOUR REGIONAL MINISTER AND
CONFERENCE MINISTER!

SAVE THE DATE: June 22, 2026!
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Chalice Press Offers Two New Lenten
Devotionals for 2026
Lent Begins February 17!

Lent is almost here, and time is running short to
receive devotionals before the season begins.
While we cannot guarantee delivery, ordering
now gives you the best chance of having
resources in hand when Lent starts.

Symbols of Faith: A Lenten Devotional for
African American Churches and Families is your
trusted guide, offering deep spiritual insight
rooted specifically in the African American
experience.

Written by members of Young Clergy Women

ral e
- POURED
OUT

A Lenten Reflection
on Water, Wine and Oil

J

i)

AFI‘IICA“ AMERICAN SCHOLARS, PASTORS, 3 Cl / /
AND LAY LEADERS YOUNG CLERGY WOMEN INTERNATIONAL

Edited by Courtney Smith Westerlund

CH‘AR‘I'&;E L. GILLETT 'I'VAHV;_L TYLER & Alexandra Van Kuiken

International, Grace Poured Out centers on the abundant presence of water, wine, and oil in scripture, inviting
you to connect your deep faith with these common elements.

Afternoon Out For Literacy for the Broadway Christian Church Summer Reading Program

Saturday, April 25, 2026

1-4 p.m. Raffle, Food, & Fun

North Olmsted Evangelical Friends Church, 5665 Great Northern Blvd., North Olmsted, Ohio 44070

Come anytime between 1 and 4 p.m. Place your tickets and enjoy a light meal. Winners will be announced at
4 p.m. You do not have to be present to claim a prize. You will be contacted by phone if not present.
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Saturday, April 25, 2026 |
'1- 4 pm Raffle, Food & Fun

Come support our 49th year.
Help us raise scholarship money so inner-city students can attend our 5-week
Summer Reading Program free of charge.

at North Olmsted Evangelical Friends Church
5665 Great Northern Blvd.
North Olmsted 44070

Come anytime between 1 and 4 pm. Place your tickets and enjoy a light meal.
Winners will be announced at 4pm. You do not have to be present to claim a

prize. You will be contacted by phone if not present.
\ 4

" Broadway Christian Church Summer Reading Program

ALEX Yearbook Reporting Now Underway

Please note - If you have any questions about and/or
issues with the ALEX Yearbook reporting, please
contact alex@disciples.org directly. Also, please note -
CPIN's are all 6 digit numbers, and ALL Ohio CPINs all CATA FOR DlsclPLES

H Congregations may begin entering their
start Wlth 360 ' 2025 Yearbook statistics today.

The ALEX Help Center offers downloadable

ALEX is the database of congregations currently and uerkshats [Pk = Sl il ehee,
y-step guidance for church staff setting up

historically affiliated with the Christian Church (Disciples ALEXdccountss

of Christ) in the United States and Canada. ALEX Need help? Email alex@disciples.org

contains more than forty years of participation and

stewardship data for these congregations, dating back to
Visit
the calendar year 1980.

Like its predecessor, the Yearbook and Directory, the
information in ALEX paints a picture of the congregations that make up the Christian Church (Disciples of
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Christ). It is like the Disciples family portrait. When a congregation reports Yearbook statistics to ALEX, we can

be sure that they are included in the picture!

Here are some important links to help you and your Congregation complete this reporting:
e ALEX Main Page - https://disciples.org/alex/

e ALEX Login Page - https://engage.suran.com/doc/s/login

e ALEX Help Center Page - https://ccdoc-ogmp.freshdesk.com/support/solutions/72000348023

e ALEX video tutorial available on YouTube - https://youtu.be/N p-tk-ShXs?si=sPEVjdDWisRVIxgi

And again, if you have any questions about and/or issues with the ALEX Yearbook reporting, please

contact alex@disciples.org directly.

Thank you!

to increase giving over 38% year-over-year.

—- Congratulations To Paige Bobbitt As New Director of

Development For NBA!

4y Congratulations to Paige Bobbitt as the new Director of

Development at National Benevolent Association! Paige hails
from Delaware, Ohio, and she credits NBA XPLOR as a formative
experience to her identity today. "Through NBA XPLOR, |
solidified my love of nonprofit work, my desire to call out
injustices in the world; | recentered my Disciples roots and
found clarity on where my talents could make the greatest
impact." Since her 2017-2018 XPLOR year in St. Louis, Paige has

" been working in the areas of communications and development

for nonprofits. Since 2018, Paige has helped build—from the

- ground up—the fundraising program for a nonprofit serving

people with disabilities. She has led agency-wide development
campaigns that united staff, Board, and supporters

Paige joins the team today and will collaborate with AleQ Bateman, Director of Marketing, in coordinating the
day-to-day work of the Development and Marketing team.

Read more about Paige at: https://www.nbacares.org/about-nba/staff/paige-bobbitt/
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Lexington Theological Seminary Has Called Ohio Minister, Rev.
Stephanie McLemore, As The New Vice President For
Advancement.

Rev. Stephanie McLemore, an ordained minister in the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ), has been called as the new Vice
President for Advancement for Lexington Theological Seminary
(LTS) in Lexington, Kentucky. Rev. McLemore brings two
decades of higher education leadership and extensive
fundraising experience to the Seminary. After completing
divinity school at the University of Chicago, she served local
congregations before moving to Virginia to serve as Associate
Regional Minister for the Christian Church in Virginia. She then
served as Associate Dean of Wellness, Director of Church
Relations, and Chaplain at the University of Lynchburg. Most
recently, Rev. McLemore worked as the Chaplain at Denison
University in Granville, OH, and developed annual fund materials for the Christian Church in Ohio and the
National Benevolent Association with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).

Rev. McLemore finds her calling in building relationships and community. Inclusivity, hospitality, and gratitude
are central to her ministry. She believes fundraising at LTS is a ministry of gratitude — giving to God's vision
out of gratitude for the blessings we have in our own lives. LTS supports the ministry of preparing clergy
through high-quality theological education, spiritual formation, and innovative models of service.

Rev. McLemore and her family, which includes two teenage daughters, her mother, the family mutt, and the
pet tarantula, will move to Lexington this spring.

"We look forward to her leadership,” said LTS President Charisse L. Gillett. Regional Minister for the Christian
Church in Ohio, Rev. Allen V. Harris, shared, "Rev. Stephanie McLemore has been a marvelous and gifted
partner in ministry here in Ohio, serving not only as a strong Disciples presence at Denison University, but an
active member of the District 10/11 clergy group, a member of the Commission on Ministry, and as our
Development Committee Chair. She will be missed dearly, but we are thrilled for this new endeavor for her and
her family.”

For more information about the Seminary, go online to: https://lextheo.edu/

Rev. Dr. Jack Sullivan Begins As Adjunct Instructor at
Phillips Theological Seminary

@9 | Center for Ministry
"ﬁ‘ and Lay Training The Rev. Dr. Jack Sullivan, Jr. is now an adjunct

Phillips Theological Seminary instructor in the Center for Ministry and Lay Training at
Phillips Seminary. The Commission on Ministry of the

Christian Church in Ohio utilizes the programs of the
Center for Ministry and Lay Training extensively, especially their Certificate in Pastoral Ministry program for
our Commissioned Ministers. Rev. Dr. Sullivan recently retired as the Executive Director of the Ohio Council
of Churches. Rev. Sullivan notes wryly, "As we all know, 'retirement’ is a relative term!”
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Lay School Of Ministry Held At First Christian Church Of
Cambridge

First Christian Church of Cambridge hosted a weekend
"Lay School Of Ministry” January 2-4 for lay members of
their congregation and nearby churches. The Rev. Phil
Hunt, Regional Elder for District 10-11 led the weekend
of classes assisted by our Regional Minister, Rev. Allen
Harris. This is a new extension of our previously held
"Lay Preaching Academy” offerings.

This particular training focused on several topics:
Planning & Preaching A Funeral; Preaching Skills, Evangelism, and Membership Development. In addition to
class work, shared resources, and discussion, each participant, working with a small team, prepared a sermon
for Sunday Morning. To see some photos from the weekend, click HERE.

We are hoping this will be a model for future similar Lay School Of Ministry trainings around the Christian
Church in Ohio.

Mark Harris Installed As Pastor At Fayette Christian Church February 1st

In their regular Sunday morning service of worship on Sunday, February 1st,
Fayette Christian Church in Fayette both recommissioned and installed
Mark Harris as their Pastor.

= Sharing in the service were Regional Minister, Rev. Allen V. Harris, and lay
_ |eaders Curt Feather and Kandice Lemley. Regional Elder, Rev. Heather
Schimmel, joined the celebration after worship concluded at the church
where she is serving as Pastor, Lyons Christian Church.

& Mark has served congregations in the Christian Church in Ohio previously,
including New Hope Christian Church in Holland.

While Mark is technically an "Interim Minister,” he is serving the
congregation in an open-ended tenure.
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Freedom and Truth Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) Officially Welcomed Into the Open + Affirming
Movement!

It was recently announced that Freedom and Truth
Christian Church in Cleveland was officially recognized
by the Disciples LGBTQ+ Alliance as an "Open &
Affirming Congregation,” though it has held that
spiritual commitment since founding date of October 4,
2020. Founded under the leadership of Rev. Shauna
McGhee, this boldly inclusive, LGBTQ-affirming
congregation was born as a Spirit-led response to a
world in need of hope, healing, and belonging. Rooted
in Love and Acceptance, their message is clear:
everybody is somebody.
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Freedom and Truth Christian Church
Open + Afﬁriﬁing Ministry

of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
" your proclamation of welcome,

Recognizing that. this work is a way of life, not a program we can complete, we
invite you to commit. Lo your own action plan for next steps, and Lo work towards.
Affirmation, Love, and Liberation for ALL.

May you continue living into your identity as Open « ATirming.

N &"///me october 41,2020
S\ Z - e e
Lt All
Rev. Jermell Witherspoon, iance O£ £nniversary Date
! Disciples 7LGBIQ+ Alliance

\ Exccutive Director
W

As a fully digital congregation with members across New Jersey, Georgia, Tennessee, Ohio, and beyond,
wherever they worship and serve, their message remains clear: "Freedom and Truth Christian Church is a
ministry where all of God's children—especially our LGBTQ+ community—are welcomed, affirmed, +

free.” Rev. Jermell Witherspoon, Executive Director of Alliance Q, writes, "It is our honor to welcome Freedom
and Truth Christian Church into the Open + Affirming family and pledge to walk alongside them as they
continue to boldly live out their identity through inclusive worship, pastoral care, + public witness.”

To locate all of the Open & Affirming Congregations in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) on an
interactive map, go online to: https://disciplesallianceq.org/open-affirming-ministries/map-2/

First Online General Assembly To Take Place This July!

—— SAVE THEDATES —

Save the dates for the 2026 General Assembly online, July 10—

H 11, 2026!
BE D:
®

LOVE SURPASSING

The theme, BEYOND: Love Surpassing (Ephesians 3:14-21),

builds on the work that God began last year and marks the first
JULY 10-11, 2026 General Assembly of the new triennium.

Mark your calendar now and plan to participate as we are
further "rooted and established in love” that surpasses
knowledge.

Click HERE to learn more regarding upcoming tech training
opportunities, congregational delegates, and registration costs.
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Exciting New Mission Ministry From Disciples D I M

Home Missions: Disciples Mission HUB! ISCIp es ISSIOn
As your faith community prepares to find its next 4 O H U B
mission initiative, visit the HUB to discover

volunteer opportunities across 19 states and
territories!

Powered by Disciples Home Missions

From church food pantries to service-learning trips, the HUB connects volunteers with organizations that want
to engage.

Join the HUB today for volunteer opportunities and to learn more about the amazing work disciples are doing
across the denomination.

Find out more and register at: https://disciplesmissionhub.org/

Oreon E. Scott Lecture Series

Beirany College

OREON E SCOTT LECTURES Bethany College is pleased to announce that

Rev. Dr. Kimberly R. Wagner, assistant professor

Rev. Dr. Kimberly R. Wagner of preaching at Princeton Theological Seminary,

Assistant Professor of Preaching, Princeton Theological Seminary

will serve as the 2026 keynote lecturer for the
; ' prestigious Oreon E. Scott Lecture series. The
Z}ngfﬁiﬁ”ﬁ’ R PRl lectures will take place April 20-21, 2026, at First
* W focation Christian Chu.rch (Disciples of Christ), 615 E. Beau
First Christian Church, Washington, Pa. Street, WaSh|ngt0n, Pa.

APRIL 20 -21,2026 ) Regioter 5

Each year, the Scott Lectures bring together
clergy, scholars, church leaders, and laity for theological reflection and continuing education rooted in the
historic mission of Bethany College and the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Scheduled annually in the
weeks following Easter, the series has featured some of the most respected voices in theology, preaching, and
pastoral leadership.

Wagner studies homiletics, trauma, and pastoral imagination, with particular emphasis on the intersections of
preaching, collective trauma, and faith formation in contemporary contexts. Her work has resonated widely
with clergy navigating ministry amid crisis, grief, and social upheaval, making her perspective especially timely
for today's Church. Her lectures will focus on the theme, "Trauma, Ministry, and Preaching in these Changing
Times.”

The 2026 program will include two lectures on April 20, one in the morning and one in the afternoon, followed
by an informal dinner for registrants. The series will conclude with a morning lecture and closing luncheon on
April 21. Lectures will be available via Zoom for those who cannot attend in person, continuing the tradition of
making Scott Lecture materials accessible to broader theological audiences.

The Oreon E. Scott Lectures typically draw participants from the Disciples of Christ, Presbyterian, Methodist,
and Catholic traditions, as well as seminarians and faculty from regional theological schools. Registration will
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open soon, with fees set at $65 for participants and $30 for seminarians and Zoom registrants. Bethany
College students are welcome to attend the lectures at no cost.

Details and registration at https://www.bethanywv.edu/event/oreon-e-scott-lectures-2/

Disciples Discernment Retreat for Young Adults

The Disciples Discernment Retreat is a weekend experience for
Disciples who are curious about theological education and
vocational discernment. Designed for young adults ages 19-26, this
retreat creates space to ask honest questions about calling, ministry, =
justice, and faith without pressure or pretense. :

Participants will engage in spiritual discernment practices,

conversation with Vanderbilt Divinity School faculty and students,
practical discussions about theological education, admissions, and
financial aid, as well as get the opportunity to see the work in action B SRFEFEFEETEE

on site visits. Rooted in radical hospitality, community, and joy, this [ Sasuseal E
retreat offers tangible resources and life-giving connections for EOR DISCIRIEREXRAARINS

THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION

those exploring what might be next.

. - . DISCIPLES o A 0 W
Whether you are feeling drawn toward ministry, theological study, K Oven-" %ﬂﬁmv ~ X %

or simply wondering how faith and vocation intersect, this weekend
is an invitation to pull up a chair and discern together.

Applications close February 15, 2026.

Fill out the application here
- https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1gc2xvBlu mKZplbD sDap7ttuM8gWcc 5he7fK ulOk/edit

Week of Compassion Special Offering

Suggested Offering Dates - February 15 & 22, 2026

s

Resources, including Bulletin Inserts, graphics, and Worship resources,
and more available at https://www.weekofcompassion.org/2026.html.

SPECIAL OFFERING 2026 ' (e
LG22 Chipasifn
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