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Every Gift Helps Build Up The Body 
  

In the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Romans, he writes,  
 

For as in one body we have many members and not all the members have the same function, so 

we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another.   

We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 

ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching;  the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, 

in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. (12: 4-8) 

  

Often this text is used to think about individual gifts - to celebrate each person’s contributions to the 

church.  But it is also a celebration that the Kindom of God needs all of our gifts, which makes the larger 

Body of Christ stronger.  Each year the Christian Church in Ohio reaches out for support of our Renewal 

Initiative.  We call it a renewal offering because it is an opportunity to renew the work of the Regional 

Church, but it also a time to renew our own individual commitments to the mission and ministry of the 

Regional Church and to covenant afresh to our shared work.   

  

As we think about our gifts to the region, we can reflect on the gifts of the Christian Church in Ohio as a 

whole that build up the Body of Christ, such as: 

 

• Stronger and more confident congregations 

• Better equipped and more closely connected clergy 

• Reliable Christian faith formation and quality discipleship training at Camp Christian 

• A compelling spirit of generosity and abundance 

• Visionary thinking, such as our “If Not Now, When? If Not You, Who?” campaign 

• Nurturing hospitality and a Christlike welcome for all at the table of communion 

 

Just to name a few! 

  

Our Ohio congregations and individual members build up bodies in their communities in so many 

ways!  They support food pantries, backpack ministries, medical equipment needs, and nurturing that 

comes through scouting programs.  We provide VBS programs that reach out to families in 

communities, hospitality to social service agencies, volunteers to neighborhood organizations, and in so 

many other ways!  Ohio is a gifted Regional Church that shares our gifts to the world by supporting our 

congregational leaders and communities to improve and share their gifts to the larger community. 
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When I tell others about the Ohio Regional Church and our shared ministry – I spread the news that 

Ohio congregations are using our gifts for God's Beloved Community, AND that we make an impact. 

  

Over the past year, the Renewal Offering has enabled the Regional Church to support the Body of Christ 

with offerings exceeding $75,000.  While we have also asked for your support of the major fundraising 

campaign (separately) for facilities improvement, staffing, and projects that we hope will direct our 

future, the Renewal Initiative sustains the ministry here and now.   

 

We may dream about what is to come, but the Renewal Initiative allows us to put our collective gifts and 

talents together and to continue to make an impact right now.  Your gift will help us do just that. 

 

 

Faithfully Yours, 
 

 
 

Rev. Allen V. Harris 

Regional Pastor & President, Christian Church in Ohio 

aharris@ccinoh.org  

 

 

A Renewal Initiative brochure, as well as other up to date contributions details, can be viewed HERE. 

mailto:aharris@ccinoh.org
https://www.ccinoh.com/other-pages/renewal-initiative.aspx

