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Camp Season 2025 Declared A Marvelous Success! 
 
Every year, one of the most important ministries the 
Christian Church in Ohio offers is to provide a high-
quality, significantly well-attended, deeply spiritual faith-
formation programming through our Summer Church 
Camp Program.  While the ministries of any Regional 
Church are far more extensive and much broader than 
what just happens in our camps, conferences, and 
retreats during the summer, it is nonetheless true few 
other places and programs impact the faith formation 
and spiritual lives of so many individuals, families, and 
congregations in such a compact amount of 
time.  Summer camp is also the single most volunteer-
driven programming of the Regional Church! 
 
We held one of the most successful All-Camp Training Day for our Directors, Assistant Directors, Counselors 
and other volunteers on May 3 and combined it for the first time with an Open House for those who had never 
visited our camp.  The training included safety and security measures led by Dave Stonebraker-Martinez, our 
Camp Christian Facilities Manager, a wonderful conversation about nurturing a healthy "camp culture” with Jill 
Frey of the Heartland Conference UCC, and specific training around Restorative Practices for a just and healing 
understanding of addressing behavioral challenges at camp with Ali Bozeka. 
 

Then, from May through August hundreds of people 
participate in camps for all ages and many interests.  Our 
2025 Summer Camp Conference and Retreat Season 
began and ended with our Disciples Fellowship Retreat 
led by Mary Arnold and her team.  Next was 
Grandparents & Me Camp led by Rev. Mary Jo Bray and 
her team, which was concurrent for part of the same 
week as Otter Camp led by Stephanie Kistner, Laureen 
Roe, and Chad Penhorwood.  Our joint United Church of 
Christ and Disciples of Christ Adult Conference, held at 
Northwest Christian Church in Upper Arlington was led 
by President: David Zerby, Vice President: Mark Anthony; 
Secretary: Cheryl Nagy; Financial Liaison: Jim 
Prorock.  July started us off with Ribbit Camp led by Xan 

Morgan and her team, which was concurrent with Chi Rho Camp Emmaus led by Director, Polly Tallos; and 
Assistant Directors: Dave Diehl, and Katy Hale.  Then we had CYF Conference with Director: Ally Bozeka and 
Assistant Directors:  Rick Fitt, Colleen Munley, and Matt Sajna.  The next was Chi Rho Camp Corinth led by 
Director Gene Sugg and Assistant Directors Terry Bartlett, Cindy Stevens, and Lisa Thaxton.  Last, but certainly 
not least, was Advance Conference let by Officers: Christopher Compton, Alexis Homik, and Lauren 
Johnson.  Each one of these camps also included many counselors, faculty, and other volunteers who worked 
hard and shared their time, faith, and wisdom joyfully! 



 
Sadly, two of our proposed camps were not able to be held due to low registration numbers.  One was the 
brand-new Camp Our Way for special needs children and youth and a companion, which will be rescheduled 
for next year (May 1-3, 2026).  The other was our Created To Be Me Camp, which did not have enough 
registrations for a second year in a row.  We will find other opportunities and ways to nurture the connections 
between faith and a healthy sexuality curriculum in the future.  We are also recommitted to finding more 
effective ways to communicate with our congregations, and the larger community about how unique, 
affordable, and excellent our church camp programs are. 
 
One of the especially wonderful aspects of this past 
summer was the sharing of our camp facilities with other 
faith communities, most especially the Heartland 
Conference of the United Church of Christ.  We have 
been jointly publicizing our two camp, conference, and 
retreat programs for the previous two years, as we did 
this year, but summer of 2025 welcomed four Heartland 
Conference camps, and several retreats to our 
campsite!  The UCC Grands and Family Camp was also 
concurrent with our Otter Camp and the two shared the 
facilities marvelously well.  The other UCC camps that 
were also held successfully at Camp Christian were the 
Music Mindfulness Art Dance Drama (MADD) and 
Camp Out and the largest camp of the season, Sports 
Camp, which used almost every available foot of our beloved Camp Christian property!  And while there were 
a few lessons learned in our shared summer experience, the vast majority of evaluations reported an 
incredibly successful summer for all! 
 
The other retreats that the Heartland Conference chose to be held at Camp Christian are the spring and fall 
Lantern Fellowship for women (one is coming up September 19-21!) and the Sip & Seek Retreat for 
adults.  Heartland Conference Minister, the Rev. David Long-Higgins, remarked, "What a delight for us to live 
into our Christian Church in Ohio and Heartland partnership through outdoor ministries!  Directors and 
campers widely shared how wonderful it was to be at Camp Christian!  What a gift to have partners who have 
helped us live into a new chapter for outdoor ministry.  Thank you, thank you, thank you, dear DOC partners, 
for your gracious hospitality and partnership!”   We can publicly and joyfully announce that all of these same 
Heartland Conference programs will return to Camp Christian in 2026!  



 
It also must be noted that one of the bonuses of us 
partnering with the Heartland Conference UCC is their 
special relationship with the Westphalian Church of 
Germany and their tradition of having two college-age 
students come from Germany to be counselors at 
camp.  This year Lisa and Lisa Marie were our "German 
Counselors,” and attended all of the camps at Camp 
Christian (in addition to getting in some sightseeing 
around the edges).  They quickly fit into the Heartland 
Conference/Christian Church in Ohio groove especially 
well, delighting campers, directors, counselors, and staff 
alike with their quick wits, patient hearts, and admirable 
s'more-making skills! 
 

And as anyone who has attended or led a camp, nothing could be done without a dedicated staff.  Well before 
the first director is chosen or the first camper steps foot onto 10335 Maple Dell Road our Regional 
Administrator, Jennie Stoddart Bernard has already done significant work getting registration forms ready, 
sending packets to all of our congregations, publicizing the camps, making sure communications channels are 
running smoothly, and getting background checks ready to run.  This was the first year that our new Camp 
Christian Facilities Manager, David Stonebraker-Martinez, was on staff full time and living on site in the 
Manager's House with his spouse, Keely Veatch.  You can read Dave's own reflections on the summer 
below*.  We were also gifted with the time, energy, and wisdom of Halle Naveja Custer as our Food Service 
Manager for the summer. 
 
The three of them oversaw a marvelous summer staff 
that included some of our traditional all-summer stipend 
staff as well as a crew of local hourly employees.  Our 
dedicated staff this summer also included: Lauren 
Painley, Emily Bray, Isabella Curet, Sophie Compton, 
Austin Perry, Brody Hall, Savannah Amstutz, Landan 
Long, Jaxon Heminger, Kadrin Riffle, Linzie Diehl, Faith 
Dunn, Ben Bonnell, and Jack Hoover.  Our Camp 
Christian Kitchen Manager, Halle Naveja-Custer, 
gratefully noted, "I feel extremely lucky that I had an 
opportunity to serve camp this summer.  Our staff was 
unconventional, but we built the same types of bonds 
and team spirit that I felt when I worked on staff ten 
years ago.  The help our summer staff received from our 
many volunteers throughout this summer was extraordinarily generous and valuable.  We couldn't have made 
the camp magic happen without them!  Teaming up with the UCC Heartland Conference on their summer 
programming was very special.  I hope that we were able to make them feel welcome and at home at Camp 
Christian!”  
 
Because of the commitments of Jennie, Dave, and Halle to keep costs down and offer the very best in service, 
we also welcomed a number of volunteers, both former camp staff as well as members and friends of local 
congregations.  All were gifts to the other staff and those attending the camps.  Here are most of the 
volunteers who helped with kitchen and maintenance tasks (and please forgive us if we missed you!): Addie 
Reese, Lauren Johnson, Pat Brown, Ian Biddle, David Zerby, Tod Hall, Holly Hall, Marsha Mueller, Joyce 



Wealand, Julie Cory, Kate Thompson, Rick Rule, Karen Rule, Roger Long, Connie Long, Melinda Long, Cathy 
Stricklen, Josh Babbey, Kendra Babbey, Liz Jewell Becker, Thomas Becker, Rick Painley, Amanda Blaine, Linda 
Anschutz, Melissa Allen, Glenn Allen, Steve Seitz, Jerry Lash, Jerry Ritzman, Brad Myers, Doug Myers, and Craig 
Grisier. (If you are interested in volunteering at Camp, contact DStonebraker-Martinez@ccinoh.org) 
 
For those who like to know about programs by the numbers, here is 
the information about Camp participation from this Summer: 

• Grandparents Camp – 51 
• Ribbit Campers – 23 

o Ribbit CITs – 6 
• Otter Campers – 39 

o Otter CITs – 9 
• Chi Rho Camp (2) – 76 
• CYF Conference – 60 
• Advance Conference – 48 
• Adult Conference – 45 
• Disciples Fellowship 

o Memorial Day Weekend Retreat – 60 
o Labor Day Weekend Retreat – 47 

• CCIO Counselors over the course of the Summer – 73 
• Heartland Conference United Church of Christ (UCC) Camps 

held at Camp Christian 
o Campers – 173 
o Counselors – 79 

 
The writer of the Letter to the Galatians reminds us, "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and 
admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs 
to God.”  Our summer church camp program in the Christian Church in Ohio seeks to do just that and do it well 
and with joy.  Please see the attached schedule for the 2026 Summer Camp Program schedule, share it with 
friends, coworkers, and others who may be interested, and we'll look forward to another year of faithful fun 
and exploration! 
 

*Dave Stonebraker-Martinez Reflects On The Summer: 
 
This summer at Camp Christian has been one of the most 
meaningful I can remember. Living here year-round with 
my wife (whom I first met as a summer staffer years 
ago!) and our Lab, Jellybean, I get to watch camp shift 
and change with every season. But in the summer, 
something extraordinary happens: Camp comes alive 
with the energy of hundreds of young people discovering 
faith, friendship, and fun. 
 
Alongside our Summer Camp Food Service Manager, 
Halle Naveja Custer, I had the joy of co-leading our team 
of 14 summer staffers. Day after day, they poured 

themselves into preparing meals, cleaning cabins and buildings, and tending to every detail that makes camp 
safe and welcoming. Their unseen efforts carried a deep purpose: to give campers the freedom to focus on God, 
community, and joy. 
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This year we also opened our doors to new friends from the United Church of Christ, who joined us after the 
closing of their beloved campground, Templed Hills. It was a privilege to provide a home for their programs and 
to see our communities come together as one. The gratitude they expressed meant so much to our summer 
staff—it was a powerful reminder that behind-the-scenes service is sacred work too. 
 
As I look back on this season, I'm filled with gratitude—for every camper, every staffer, every volunteer, and for 
the living community of God's love that makes Camp Christian more than just a place. It is, and always will be, 
a ministry of transformation and grace. 
 
Dave Stonebraker-Martinez, 
Facilities Manager at Camp Christian 
 

 
 
Welcome Amanda Blaine As New Camp Christian 
Hospitality Manager! 
 
The Christian Church in Ohio is pleased to announce the 
hiring of our new Camp Christian Hospitality Manager, 
Amanda Blaine.  The Hospitality Manager is responsible 
for all the food service at Camp Christian, both during 
the Summer Church Camp Program, as well as year-
round for retreats, meetings, trainings, and other events 
as requested, such as weddings and family 
reunions.  She will also be instrumental in helping to 
plan and schedule events at Camp Christian.  Amanda 
started in her position mid-August.  Here's is Amanda's 
introduction in her own words: 
 
Hello! My name is Amanda Blaine and I am thrilled to be the new hospitality manager at Camp Christian. I 
grew up in Central Ohio and went to Chi Rho and CYF camp, so this is a place that is truly special to me.  
 
I have been working in the food service industry for over 20 years and I graduated with a culinary degree from 
The Columbus Culinary Institute in 2010. I am eager to apply my knowledge to the food service program here at 
Camp Christian. I am most looking forward to enhancing the experience of time spent at this beloved place by 
creating and sharing meals together. I am thankful that God has given me another opportunity to do 
something that I am truly passionate about.  
 
I currently live in Worthington and am a member at Saint Andrew Christian Church in Dublin. I have a ten-year-
old son who is always excited to test any of my recipes. I enjoy spending time outdoors and sampling local 
restaurants, especially for tacos. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



The Free Store at Camp Christian Back to School 
 
While there is no longer a physical location for The Free Store at Camp Christian, we continue to serve our local 
neighbors in meaningful ways. 
 
We recently distributed Back to School care packages to our local teens in need.  These care packages included 
gently used clothes, new socks, underwear, bras, and each kit had a brand new outfit for each teen.  They were 
also packed with hygiene items and school supplies.  We wanted our local teens to have all the items they 
would need to start their year off right! 
 
We are also gearing up for our Camp Christmas program!  It is not too early to start collecting!  We need 
churches and groups to collect items that we will share with local families. 
 
If you are interested in helping or collecting or want more information, please contact Wendy Taylor at 614-
832-9679. 
 
If you would like to make a monetary donation to the Free Store, you can do that at 
https://www.ccinoh.com/donation.aspx. 
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Coins for Camp:  Drop by Drop.  Coin by Coin. 
 
by Rev. Laureen A. Roe, First Christian Church – Zanesville 
 
The last Sunday of each month our Children's Moment gets noisy 
when we collect our Coins for Camp!  The sound of coins clanking 
at the bottom of metal pails resounds throughout the sanctuary as 
the children walk through the aisles collecting coins from the 
congregation.  They bring the coin-filled pails to the front of the 
sanctuary and dump them into our large metal tub, which brings 
more noisy clanging.  This is how the children at First Christian 
Church – Zanesville are participating in the Regional Church's 
financial campaign, If Not Now… When?  If Not You… Who? 
 
On March 30 we launched Coins for Camp.  This coincided with our 
Camp Sunday celebrating the ministries of Camp Christian.  This 
fundraising idea came through the Regional Church as a way to 
involve the children in the campaign.  The idea came with thoughts 
of "drop by drop, coin by coin” a pool will be built… a pool will be filled.  We have discovered that it is not only 
the children who are involved.  The adults of the congregation also look forward to bringing in their coins (and 
a bit paper money) each month to dump into the kids' pails.  

 
Some coins have come from unexpected places.  For 
example, when Bud and Juanita Krause's family were 
cleaning out their house following their deaths earlier this 
year, they found rolls of ten-cent and fifty-cent coins with 
their signatures on them.  So, one month they added these 
coins to the kids' pails for Coins for Camp.  Bud was involved 
in the Disciples Men's ministries and counseled at Chi Rho 
Camp for over 25 years.  Camp Christian was very dear to 
their hearts.  Through their coins they are still supporting 
Camp Christian from heaven. 
 
At first, we envisioned filling our metal tub completely with 

coins before we rolled and counted them.  However, after four months, the tub was just over halfway filled and 
was too heavy to move without the use of a dolly.  It was clear that we needed to count and roll the coins 
now.  So, we did.  And, in that tub was $1,192 worth of rolled coins.  On August 31, we begin again "drop by 
drop, coin by coin” filling the tub with our Coins for Camp. 
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United Protestant Campus Ministries Shares Their Fall 2025 VIDEO and update! 
 
Hello UPCaM Friends,  
 
Fall semester 2025 is underway, and we are 
welcoming more students than ever! Our first Dinner 
Church gathered 25 students for music, a message 
from Romans, and an amazing meal together. 
 
This year, we hope to send out quarterly newsletters 
to keep you connected with the life of United 
Protestant Campus Ministries (UPCaM). We are a Campus Ministry based in Cleveland and housed at Case 
Western Reserve University. In the meantime, I've created a short video for our partner churches and 
supporters. It highlights ways you can support our students and this vital ministry right now. 
 
Please take a few minutes to watch and share this video with your congregation and community. As UPCaM 
continues to resurrect and thrive, we rely on people like you to help sustain and grow this amazing ministry. 
 
If you have questions or ideas, I'd love to hear from you—my contact information is listed below.  
With gratitude,  
Amanda Powell, Campus Minister 
United Protestant Campus Ministries (UPCaM) 
www.upcam.org / 
413-949-3366/amanda@upcam.org 

 
 

United Christian Ministries is YOUR denominational campus 
ministry at Kent State University 
Help Your Graduates Stay Connected in College! 
 
Do you have any high school graduates coming to Kent State this 
Fall? 
 
We'd love to welcome them into a caring, student-centered 
community right from the start! 
 
United Christian Ministries (UCM) at KSU is your mainline-
sponsored campus ministry—providing: 
•          Positive fellowship and lasting friendships 
•          Spiritual guidance and engaging Bible study 

•          Interfaith dialogue and open, affirming inclusivity 
•          Service opportunities—local and global 
•          A commitment to anti-racism and justice 
 
All we need is their full name and contact information, and we'll do the rest. You can send it directly to us, or 
forward this email to your students so they can connect on their own: http://www.myucm.org 
 
Because UCM receives no automatic student lists, your introduction makes the difference, helping your 
students avoid predatory para-church ministries and find a trusted, mainline faith community. Each semester 
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we meet students who feel alone until they find us. You can be the reason they start college already 
connected. 
 
Thank you for your pastoral care and for supporting your students' faith journey! 
 
UCM is spiritually and financially sponsored by: American Baptist, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), 
Episcopal Church, Kent Friends Congregation, Presbyterian Church (USA), Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA), 
United Church of Christ, and United Methodist Church (East Ohio Conference). 
 

 
 
Beyond Today: Investing In Ministry For Generations To 
Come Through DMF Week 2025 
 
Disciples Mission Fund Week will be September 8–12, 
2025, BEYOND TODAY: Investing in Ministry for 
Generations to Come. Your gifts to DMF support ministry 
that none of us could accomplish alone, nurturing new 
church starts, sustaining global mission partners, raising 
up leaders at camps, colleges, and seminaries, gathering 
across the United States and Canada at General 
Assembly, and responding to urgent needs with the 
limitless love of God. By contributing, you ensure that 
the love and witness of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) extend far beyond today—sustaining vibrant 
ministries for future generations. 
 
Disciples Mission Fund makes it possible for us to do more together than we can alone. Because of DMF, lives 
are transformed and ministry happens across the church and around the world. 
 
Congregations are stronger when they participate in Disciples Mission Fund because they are part of 
something much larger than themselves – DMF makes it possible for Disciples to do ministry in places far 
beyond their own community. 
 
Plus, congregations benefit from DMF in tangible ways as well: support from their regional minister through 
the search and call process, sending kids to church camp, ministry interns from Disciples seminaries, global 
mission partners, and so much more. 
 
How has your congregation been impacted by Disciples Mission Fund? 
 
Beginning September 8-12, 2025, we will celebrate the work we do together as church because of Disciples 
Mission Fund. 
 
Please make a gift on DMF Day in celebration of all we are able to do together. By contributing, you ensure that 
the love and witness of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) extends far beyond today—sustaining vibrant 
ministries for future generations. 
 
To learn more, to give, and find customizable social media posts, go to: 
https://disciplesmissionfund.org/dmfday/ 
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Ohio Council of Video Invites Congregations To 
Participate In Anti-Racism Sunday With Video 
 
The Ohio Council of Churches presents The 5th 
Annual Anti-Racism Sunday,  October 19, 2025 
 
As a Jesus Christ movement for unity, justice, and 
peace, the Ohio Council of Churches invites 
congregations to participate in the 5th annual 
Anti-Racism Sunday, October 19, 2025.  Rev. Dr. 
Adam Sornchai, member of the Ohio Council of 

Churches Executive Committee, invites you to participate in this year's service 
here:  https://youtube.com/shorts/2siBDZb15ds?si=5oVSTG_qa2SVaR6r 
 
Anti-Racism Sunday is an opportunity for congregations to publicly declare during their Sunday morning 
worship services that racism is a sin that is incompatible with God's vision for humanity.  It is also an 
opportunity for them to build relationships with other Christians and people from other faith and civic realms 
to create listening experiences that are safe for all as we seek to eradicate racism and heal from its harms. All 
congregations are welcome to participate.  
 
The Ohio Council of Churches will provide suggestions for an adult sermon, biblical readings, and Sunday 
school lessons and activities for different age groups that speak to this focus. We will also provide resources for 
individuals interested in learning more about anti-racism as a practice and movement. For worship resources, 
visit Anti-Racism | OH Council Churches (ohcouncilchs.org) 
 
To register your congregation for participation in Anti-Racism Sunday, please click here.  
 
The late James Baldwin once said, "Not everything that is faced can be changed, but nothing can be changed 
until it is faced."  As empowered by the Holy Spirit, together we will face racism and work to dismantle it in all 
of its forms.  
 
Please join visit Anti-Racism | OH Council Churches (ohcouncilchs.org) for more details. 
 
#antiracismsunday #antiracism #ohiocouncilofchurches #racismhurts #fightracism #endracism #ohio 
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Save the Date!! Thriving Church – A Congregational Renewal Event 
 
Saturday, November 15th at Camp Christian 
A day with Erin Miller Cash and Kory Wilcoxson, authors of "Thriving Church: What We Can Learn From Faithful 
Churches.” 

 
 

 
 



Camp Christian needs a Utility Trailer! 
 
Camp Christian is in need of a Utility Trailer. The trailer 
will be used for many maintenance tasks at Camp, but 
also needs to be able to properly and safely transport 
maintenance vehicles when they need advanced service 
that we cannot do ourselves on Camp property. For 
many decades we worked with a local company that 
could work on the Tractor, Mowers, etc, but that 
business has been bought out and they are no longer 
interested in/able to do that sort of work. 
 
The capacity for the trailer would need to be at least 73” 
wide and 120” long, and be able to handle 3,500 pounds 
(the weight of the Tractor.) 
 
The trailer does not need to be exactly like the ones in 
the image, those are just examples. 
 
Contact ccio@ccinoh.org if you, or someone you know has a gently used one to donate or offer for long term 
borrowing. Thank You!! 
 
Note, if the trailer is donated, the donor will receive a Fair Market Value Tax Receipt. 
 

 
 

Hiram Farm Invites You To Their BBQ Barn Blast 
Saturday, September 20 
 
Saturday, September 20, 3:00 PM - 7:00 PM at 11485 
Garfield Rd., Hiram, OH 44234 
 
Excitement is in the air! Get ready to be part of 
something extraordinary at Hiram Farm's BBQ Barn 
Blast.  It's a farm-fresh event like no other, and we want 
you to be there!   Every registration to this event brings 
us closer to achieving our mission of providing 

meaningful work and powerful support for our farmers.  Together, we can help create a brighter, more 
sustainable future for Hiram Farm. 
 
Tickets can be purchased online at: https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/bbq-barn-blast 
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Ohio Disciples of Christ Women Invited To The Lantern 
Fellowship Retreat at Camp Christian September 19-21 
 
Lantern Fellowship retreats are for all women of the 
Heartland Conference United Church of Christ, but 
Christian Church in Ohio women are invited as 
well!  Whether you've been to a retreat or not, we 
welcome you to this sacred space! 
 
Join us at Camp Christian September 19-21 for our Fall 
Retreat focusing on Embracing the Journey of Aging. 
 
For more information, including information on the retreat speakers and registration costs, please see the 
attached flyer and/or go online to: Lantern Fellowship Fall 2025 Retreat 
 

 
 
Lay Preaching Academy Retreat Set For October 5-7 At Camp Christian 
 
The next phase of our Christian Church in Ohio Lay Preaching Academy 
will be in a retreat format and will be held October 5-7, Sunday evening 
through Tuesday noon in the Monroe Lodge at Camp Christian.  This 
retreat is open to anyone whether or not you have attended any of the 
Lay Preaching Academy events before. 
 
While the entire retreat will be a time for participants to work on 
preparing a sermon, from start to finish, and hopefully preaching that 
sermon to the other participants for their feedback, there will also be a 

specific theme to explore.  Two gifted pastors and preachers from the Christian Church in Ohio will explore the 
similarities and differences between pastoral preaching and prophetic preaching.  Rev. Dr. Eric Brown is Senior 
Pastor of Woodland Christian Church in Columbus.  Rev. Audrey Connor is a Senior Staff Chaplain at the Ohio 
State Wexner Medical Center. They will help guide us from their unique perspectives on what it means to 
meditate on God's Holy Word from a pastoral perspective, prophetic perspective, and/or both! 
 
We will also offer some of the basics of preaching for those who need them, including some mini-workshops 
on using sermon commentaries and other study resources, on public speaking practices, and on shaping a 
better sermon.  We will have resources available to use throughout the retreat. 
 
Check-in to the Monroe Lodge will be at 3 p.m. on Sunday October 5th with the program beginning at 4 
p.m.  The event will conclude by 11:30 a.m. on Tuesday, October 7th. 
 
The entire retreat, including the program, two nights lodging, and five meals (Sunday dinner to Tuesday 
breakfast) costs $150.  If this cost is prohibitive for an individual, please first ask your church's leadership if 
there are resources to help you out.  If not, please contact the Regional Minister and we will do everything in 
our power to find some scholarship assistance.  We strongly encourage having a roommate (rooms are two to 
a room and shared baths).  Everyone will need to bring their own bedding/sleeping bag, pillow, and towels. We 
are also encouraging those attending to bring snacks for sharing. 
 
To register for the Lay Preaching Academy Retreat, click HERE.  The registration deadline is September 25th. 
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Registration Open For The Pro-Reconciliation Anti-Racism 
Awareness Conversation 
October 17 and 18 at Camp Christian 
 
This workshop is open for anyone to attend. It is also designed 
for new and current ministers wishing to gain or maintain 
standing with the Christian Church in Ohio.  United Church of 
Christ and other Ministers are also welcome to attend for their 
denominational requirements. 
 
Attendees will gather for training to help raise awareness about 
Pro Reconciliation and Anti-Racism and how each of us can 
effect change.   
 
We will discuss various aspects and experiences of Racism and 
provide a safe place to start conversations in hopes of moving 
each of us forward in our Pro- Reconciliation and Anti-Racism Ministry commitment. 
 
Registration and details available at https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/ministry-teams/pro-reconciliation-
anti-racism.aspx 
 

 
 

Save The Date! Camp Christian Christmas 
Market and Celebration 
 
As it was just recently "Christmas in July” we 
thought it was the perfect time to remind you 
about the annual Camp Christian Christmas 
Market and Celebration. 
 
It will be a fun-filled day of shopping featuring a 
wide variety of arts and craft vendors, small 
businesses, and yard sale booths. PLUS there will 
be festive family activities, cookie decorating, live 
Christmas music, crafts for kids, gift wrapping, 
concessions, s'mores, a photo booth for holiday 
pictures and MORE!! 
 
We hope that you will mark your calendar NOW 
and plan to attend! 

 
Vender applications will be available soon as well. 
 
Please post and share the attached flyer with your congregations and communities. 
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Plan NOW To Attend the Pastoral Skills Building Retreat 
Camp Christian 
January 13 – 15, 2026 
 
We are planning this retreat around a workshop format. Each 
day we will offer several workshops - one or two workshops may 
be offered twice depending on interest. You may want to attend 
workshops, you may want to spend time in conversation with a 
colleague, your regional minister or conference minister. You 
may want to rest, read, walk.  
 
What does your spirit need? 
 
The full information flyer is available, along with registration at 
https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/spiritual-life.aspx 
 

 
 
In Faithful Expectation We Ask, "If Not Now, When? If Not You, Who?” 
 
Below you will find the next in the series of devotions for our If Not Now, When?... If Not You, 
Who? Fundraising campaign.  Thanks goes out to the Prayer Team for working on and gathering these 
devotions. Our hope is to send a devotion out to churches and individuals as a means to ground our efforts in 
scripture and inspire others.  Our goal is that a devotion is available each month of the 36 month campaign. 
These devotions and other worship resources are available on our website www.ccinoh.com/campaign. 
 
Please share this devotion with your friends and family.  

 
Colossians 3:16-17 – "Let the message of Christ dwell among 
you richly as you teach one another with all wisdom through 
psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with 
gratitude in your hearts.  And whatever you do, whether in 
word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Creator through him.” 
 
Around Thanksgiving of last year, my company sponsored a 
"Gratitude Journal Challenge” that involved daily journaling 
for several weeks of something we felt gratitude for and to be 
very specific about it.  I found that many of my entries had 
descriptive paragraphs about my church, faith and CAMP life, 
specifying Camp Christian for more reasons than I could 
innumerate. 
 
Fast-forward to this devotion.  Those of us reading this may 
well know the power of Camp Christian and the urge to be 
here in whatever fashion draws us here.  For me, it's Chi 
Rho'ers, but it's also SO MANY PEOPLE I've camped and 
counseled with over many years!  I can literally name 
hundreds of specific moments I've shared with campers, 
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counselors, staff, nurses and directors in my past that made an awesome, blessed and lasting impact on my 
life. 
 
So I thought about the pool...did that pool of my past as a Chi Rho'er, CYF'er, counselor and AD make an impact 
on my life?  Oh my stars, yes!  My personal little memory trip goes like this.  I lost a praying hands necklace my 
parents gave me when I was baptized at FCC of Stow in the shallow pool my first year of Chi Rho camp.  Tod 
Wagner went endlessly down to that drain trying to find it!  And there was sitting on the edges of the pools in 
conversation with fellow campers…or getting splashed on purpose by someone I had suddenly fallen madly in 
love with.  I remember a couple midnight swims as an AD long after the counselors and campers were fast 
asleep.  And the excitement of Morning Dip challenges…so fun!  I'm sure you have your own memories that 
center around a Camp Christian swimming pool! 
 
I'm filled with excitement and GRATITUDE that our Region is brave and bold enough to envision so many fun, 
good things out of this fundraising campaign, the most of which is a new pool for God's children of all ages and 
abilities to cool off in, enjoy, and make their own lasting memories around! 
 
Let us pray:  Creator God, we are here today in GRATITUDE to you for all good gifts AND for the opportunity 
to make a BIG SPLASH with our Region's efforts.  If not now, when? ... right God?  AMEN! 
 
Cindy Stevens 
Central Christian Church, Warren 
Member of "If Not Now, When…If Not You, Who committee 
 

 
 
Rev. Richard Hinkleman Farewell From Franklin Circle Christian Church, 
Cleveland 
 
On Sunday, July 27th, our Regional Minister, the Rev. Allen Harris, 
worshiped with and preached for the faithful disciples of Franklin Circle 
Christian Church in Cleveland.  
 
That worship was the final day of service for Pastor for Rev. Richard 
Hinkelman, who has moved to full-time employment at the Methodist 
Theological Seminary. A reception followed the worship service. 
 
Please hold the congregation and Rev. Hinkelman in your prayers during 
this time of transition and new beginnings. 
 
Franklin Circle Christian Church holds worship at 10:30am on Sundays 
and you are welcome to join on-site or on-line. The congregation is 
physically worshiping at Saint Paul's Community UCC located at 4427 
Franklin Blvd. Cleveland, OH 44113.  
 
More information about the church and the service can be found on their website at 
https://www.franklincirclechurch.org 
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Karl Road Christian Church of Columbus Welcomes 
Christ Model Nepalese Church August 3rd 
 
On Sunday August 3 the Christ Model Nepalese Church 
and the Karl Road Christian Church of Columbus 
worshipped together.   
 
CMNC Pastor Ravi preached as other parts of the 
worship service were shared.  It was a glorious day of 
worship, prayer and song in Nepalese and English.   
 
The worship was followed by a joint potluck luncheon of 
delicious Nepalese American and American foods!  
 

We thank God for broadening our enjoyment of his greater creation! 
 

 
 
Reconciliation Ministry Offering Invites 
Us To Go "Beyond!” 
 
"The time is always ripe to do what is 
right.” – Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 
This year's Reconciliation Offering invites 
us to go beyond: beyond brokenness and 
focus on building the Beloved 
Community.  Using 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 as a guide to remind us that God's reconciling work is about 
transforming the way we live together here and now.  To belong to Christ is to belong to this ministry—a 
vocation in which our every word, every action, is shaped by the message that God has already made peace 
with the world through Jesus.  
 
The Reconciliation Ministry Special Offering is received each year in congregations on the last Sunday in 
September and the first Sunday in October (in solidarity with World Communion Sunday). Half of each gift 
remains in the region from which it is sent. Funds generated by this special emphasis are used throughout the 
year to provide education, programming, and service through grants to: This year, you're invited to make a gift 
to the 2025 Reconciliation Ministry Special Offering and to also consider making a gift to the April Johnson 
named fund in tribute to her recently culminated 17 years of faithful service as Executive Director of 
Reconciliation Ministry.  With your vital support, leaders and congregations are being equipped to witness to 
God's reconciling love in this time and this season. Thank you for being an ambassador of reconciliation 
through your generosity.  The Reconciliation Special Offering will be received in our congregations on 
September 28 and October 5.  Your advocacy and financial support are much appreciated. 
 
For more than 40 years, Disciples have had a visible ministry to address racism in society.  Gifts 
to Reconciliation Ministry, through its Offering or throughout the year, support programs and initiatives aimed 
at dismantling racism.  Reconciliation Ministry is not supported by Disciples Mission Fund. 
 
For posters, minutes for mission, a video describing the offering, and other resources please go online to 
https://disciplesmissionfund.org/special-offerings/reconciliation-ministry-offering/ 

https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2574&m=2704&nl=5&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=15732&l=-http--www.reconciliationministry.org/
https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2574&m=2704&nl=5&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=15733&l=-https--disciplesmissionfund.org/special-offerings/reconciliation-ministry-offering/
https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2574&m=2704&nl=5&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=15733&l=-https--disciplesmissionfund.org/special-offerings/reconciliation-ministry-offering/


Help Shape The Future Of Chalice Press—And Get 40% Off Your 
Next Order! 
 
You care about resources that strengthen your faith, your 
community, and your world. At Chalice Press, we want to make 
sure we're creating the tools and books that truly support you 
on that journey. 
 
That's why we're inviting you to take a quick survey to share 
what matters most to you. Your input will help guide what we 
publish as we move deeper into the 21st century. 
 
As a thank you, you'll receive a 40% discount on your next order 
from ChalicePress.com and be entered to win a $100 gift card to 
the vendor of your choice. 
 
Click HERE to take the survey now 

 
Thank you for being part of the Chalice Press community—and for helping shape what comes next. 
 

 
 
Join the Disciples of Christ Historical Society for Miracle Day 
at the Alexander Campbell Mansion — September 20, 2025 
 
Ohio Regional Pastor & President, Rev. Allen V. Harris, will 
be in attendance and personally invites Ohio Disciples to join 
him. 
 
Have you ever wanted to be a part of a miracle? Now you 
can! On Saturday, September 20, 2025, we invite you 
to Miracle Day at the historic Alexander Campbell 
Mansion in Bethany, West Virginia—a day of hands-on 
service, fellowship, and restoration. 
 
The Campbell Mansion, home of one of the founding voices of the Stone-Campbell Movement, has stood for 
generations as a symbol of faith, education, and unity within the Christian Church. Now, it's our turn to give 
back and help preserve its legacy for future generations. 
 
We're calling on 150 volunteers with skills in painting, carpentry, deep cleaning, food provision, and much 
more to join us for this all-day work event. Whether you're skilled with a brush, hammer, vacuum, or casserole 
dish, there is a place for you to serve. Your work will directly support the restoration and ongoing care of this 
sacred space, making an enduring difference in the preservation of our history and our wider church family. 
 
Schedule for Saturday, September 20 

• 8:00 AM Registration Opens 
• 8:30 AM Morning Worship 
• 9:00 AM Work Begins 
• 4:30 PM Closing Worship 
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Continental breakfast and lunch will be provided 
 
Register to be a part of the miracle here: https://near.tl/sm/n9vTsgdia 
 
Can't attend but still want to help? Consider donating to support the effort. Your financial gift provides 
essential supplies like paint brushes, wood, and other materials needed to complete the work. You can donate 
through the QR code in the image attached or the link above. 
 
Come for the day. Leave a legacy. 
 
Questions? For more information, contact Rev. Erin James-Brown (ejamesbrown@bethanywv.edu) or Rev. Dan 
Paul (pastordanpaul@gmail.com) 
 
Let's make a miracle happen—together! 
 

 
 
Festival of Sharing: Share Hope with CWS Kits! 
 
Each year across Ohio, hundreds of compassionate people come 
together to support neighbors in need through the Festival of 
Sharing. This ecumenical ministry invites congregations to 
assemble and donate CWS Kits—providing vital supplies to 
families facing crisis and hardship. 
 
This year, several CWS Kits have been updated. You can find all 
the latest packing lists here: fosohio.org/assembling-kits 
 
Already started collecting kit supplies based on a previous 
version? No problem—both old and new versions will be 
accepted at collection sites. 
 
Drop-off options: 

• Kit Depots open across Ohio, including several Disciples Congregations: 
Click HERE to find a depot near you and get information about their drop off times 

• Camp Christian (by Sept. 23rd) 
o Please contact gehreskb@gmail.com or DStonebraker-Martinez@ccinoh.org to schedule drop 

off day and time. 
• Festival of Sharing Central Ohio Drop-Off: 

First Community Church – North Campus 
377 Dublin Road, Columbus, OH 43221 
Sept. 26 (3–5 PM) and Sept. 27 (9–11 AM) 

 
Thank you for sharing your love and compassion through CWS Kits. Together, we're bringing hope when it's 
needed most! 
 
Please share the attached Festival of Sharing bulletin insert with your Congregations and communities. 
 

https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2574&m=2704&nl=5&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=15735&l=-https--near.tl/sm/n9vTsgdia
mailto:ejamesbrown@bethanywv.edu
mailto:pastordanpaul@gmail.com
https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2574&m=2704&nl=5&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=15736&l=-https--fosohio.org/assembling-kits
https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2574&m=2704&nl=5&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=15737&l=-https--fosohio.org/kits-depots/
mailto:gehreskb@gmail.com
mailto:DStonebraker-Martinez@ccinoh.org
https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2574&m=2704&nl=5&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=15748&l=-https--fosohio.org/assembling-kits/


September Networks 
 
The Christian Church in Ohio is now partnering with the Heartland Conference of the United Church of Christ 
to do expanded mission and ministry through a series of Networks. Below you will see the September Network 
gatherings.  
 
For more information about each of these and/or if you have any questions, please email the Rev. Karen Bruno, 
Network Coordinator, at networks@heartlanducc.org. 
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Sparks Of HOPE Signature Event In Cleveland September 18 
 
You are invited to join staff, friends, and supporters of The Centers H.O.P.E. 
Campus (formerly the Cleveland Christian Home) on Thursday, September 
18, 2025, for the Sparks of HOPE Signature Event, a powerful celebration of 
community, compassion, and progress at The Centers.   
Hosted by the dynamic Katie Ussin of News 5 Cleveland (WEWS), this 
inspiring evening will spotlight the launch of The Centers' H.O.P.E. Campus, 
offering lasting solutions for Cleveland's most vulnerable children. 
 
They will also honor two outstanding champions for change: Senate 
Minority Leader Nickie J. Antonio  and Cuyahoga County Executive Chris 
Ronayne, recognizing their unwavering dedication to youth and families in 
our region.  Our Regional Minister, the Rev. Allen Harris, will be present to 
celebrate this signature event! 
 
For additional event details, and to register, go online here:  Sparks of HOPE - The Centers 
 

 
 

Colors Of Hope Retreat 
Presented by AllianceQ 
Disciples LGBTQ+ Alliance 
 
October 13-16, 2025 at Camp Christian 
 
Theme: Ancestral Curses, Lessons + Blessings – Being 
the Best of What Has Been 
 
In a world grappling with division, fear + unraveling 
justice, hope is no longer optional—it's essential. 
 
The 2025 Colors of Hope Retreat offers a sacred pause + 
a powerful return to ourselves + our ancestors. Together, 
we'll draw wisdom from what was, so we can become 
what's needed now. This retreat invites us to confront 
ancestral wounds, embrace hard-earned lessons + carry 
forward blessings with boldness. 

 
This year's theme calls us into deep exploration of legacy, healing + possibility. Through ritual, rest, joyful 
connection + collective learning, we'll ask: 
 
What do we carry? What can we lay down? What must we pass on? 
 
Because to hope is to resist. To gather is to remember. And to remember is to heal. 
 
We can't wait to gather with you. 
 
Details and registration at https://disciplesallianceq.org/retreat/ 
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Register and/or show your support TODAY for the 2025 CRIS 5K! 
 
CRIS is the Community Refugee and Immigration Services located in 
Columbus 
 
Make plans to join us on Saturday, October 4th, downtown at 
Genoa Park for our largest annual event—and help us celebrate 30 
years of CRIS! 
 
Sign up to Walk, Run, and/or Support the event at: crisohio.org/5k 
 
At a time when refugee and immigrant communities face growing 
challenges, the CRIS 5K is a powerful way to show that Central Ohio 
remains a place where all people are welcomed, supported, and 
given the chance to thrive. 
 
Several DOC folks have already signed up, we hope you will join 
them!! 
 
You can make a donation supporting someone, or a team participating in the 5K 
at https://runsignup.com/Race/Donate/OH/Columbus/CRIS5K 
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