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Around The Region And In My Heart 
Rev. Allen V. Harris, Regional Pastor & President 
 
Ethics May Not Seem "Fun” But They Are Vitally 
Important For Health & Growth 
 
Last winter, when my friend and colleague, the Rev. 
Dr. Christal Williams, Regional Minister for the 
Christian Church in Indiana, asked me to lead a 
seminar this summer as part of their Lay Leadership 
Institute on "Congregational Ethics & Healthy 
Boundaries” I laughed and said "Sure, that will be a 
popular workshop!” 
 
Whether or not it is "popular,” it is true that a strong 
sense of ethics and clear boundaries is vital to our health and well-being.  All of us as individuals and 
communities can use help being our best selves, which is what ethics are all about.  In fact, the room that day 
was full of lay leaders and clergy, and the students were eager to learn about "being their best selves.”  I told 
those gathered on that beautiful Saturday in Indianapolis that I was genuinely surprised they had shown up for 
a workshop with such a bureaucratic sounding title as "congregational, ethics and healthy boundaries, "but 
was wonderfully delighted that they had.   
 
I began by pointing out that while most church leaders knew there was such a thing as a document called a 
Ministerial Code of Ethics that each clergy person has to sign when they are either being ordained or 
commissioned or brought into the denomination from another faith tradition, very few know there was a 
similar document for congregations.  It is called the Ethical Guidelines for Congregational Conduct.  The most 
frequent occasion a congregation becomes aware of this document is when their search committee completes 
a congregational profile as they prepare to search for a new minister.  The profile asks if the congregation is 
aware of and has read the document as a part of preparing for a new minister.  Truth is, I rarely ask a 
congregation to fulfill this requirement, and that has been to my detriment.  I promise to change that practice 
in the future. 
 
In my workshop, which I intend on offering here in the Christian Church in Ohio on a regular basis, I begin with 
biblical and theological foundations for congregational ethics, including: 

• As people of faith we are covenantal, not contractual. 
• As individual Christians we are interdependent not independent. 
• As communities of faith we are self-governing not autonomous. 
• We call pastors rather than hire pastors. 

 
I then guided the participants through the Ethical Guidelines For Congregational Conduct document section by 
section.  Finally, we explored ethical best practices around three parts of working with clergy: 

• As clergy begin their ministry 
• As clergy engage in ministry 
• As clergy conclude their ministry 
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I should also like to point out here that our Commission on Ministry, under the leadership of the Rev. Chris 
McCreight, has been working to improve our understanding of and policies and practices for clergy ethics.  We 
have a detailed Policies And Criteria For The Order Of Ministry of the Christian Church In Ohio (Disciples Of 
Christ) which outlines all of policies and practices for both ordained and commissioned ministers.  Pages 42-68 
of this document clearly outline the types of clergy misconduct and the procedures the Commission on 
Ministry follows when there is an allegation of clergy misconduct.  Recently the COM has added an online 
Allegation of Ethical Misconduct Form which can be accessed by anyone any time here:  Allegation of Ethical 
Misconduct Form.  All these documents and links can be found on our Regional Church website at: 
https://www.ccinoh.com/resources/ministers/commission-on-ministry.aspx 
 
All clergy, in order to receive standing the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) when they are ordained, 
commissioned, or have transfer of standing from another tradition are required to take several courses to 
ensure the highest ethical standards are kept, including a Disciples History & Polity course, a Pro-
Reconciliation/Anti-Racism course (Awareness Conversation), and a Healthy Boundaries course.  Plus, the 
latter two courses need to be renewed every five years.  Find out more on these requirements here: 
https://www.ccinoh.com/resources/ministers/trainings-and-events-for-ministers.aspx.  They also are required 
to have a full federal and state background check.  
 
It is my hope as your Regional Pastor and President, along with all the Commissioners of your Regional Church 
Commission on Ministry, that these efforts help everyone in and beyond the Christian Church in Ohio has full 
faith and confidence in the robust ethics, healthy boundaries, and reliable integrity of all clergy who serve in 
throughout the Christian Church in Ohio, as well as in our congregational life & leadership, as best we are able. 
 
Faithfully Yours, 
Allen 
 

 
 
Advance Conference 
July 20 – 27 
at Camp Christian 
For young adults ages 19 – 30 
Details and registration at https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/advance-ministry.aspx 
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Applications For Part-Time Regional Church Bookkeeper Now Being Received 
 
The Christian Church in Ohio is seeking a Part-Time Bookkeeper to help with 
Regional Church finances, as well as assist with the If Not Now, When? If Not 
You, Who? financial campaign.  The Part-Time Bookkeeper serves a vital role in 
supporting the financial health and accountability of the Christian Church in 
Ohio, a Region of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  This position works 
closely with the Regional Administrator, Regional Church Treasurer, the Major 
Fundraising Campaign Coordinator, and Treasury Services of the Office of 
General Minister and President (OGMP) to ensure accurate and timely financial 
reporting, proper account reconciliation, and alignment with denominational 
financial protocols.  This role does not involve payroll processing or check 
issuance responsibilities. 
 
The part-time bookkeeper can work remotely but must be present on site (of 
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the Regional Church Offices in Marysville, Ohio) at least weekly and more frequently during peak seasons and 
financial campaigns. 
 
Hours: Part-time (up to 15 hours/week, flexible schedule).  More time may be required during peak 
seasons.  Compensation: $20-$23 p/hour depending upon experience.  No additional benefits are offered. 
 
To apply, please send a cover letter, resume, and the contact information for at least three references to: Rev. 
Erica Brown, Chair, Personnel Committee, Christian Church in Ohio at elbrown348@gmail.com.   Applications 
are being received until the position is filled.  The full job description is attached to this email, and is also 
posted on the Christian Church in Ohio website. 
 

 
 
Disciples Fellowship Retreat 
 
Labor Day Weekend 
August 29-31 
Camp Christian 
 
Exploring Essential Practices for the Christian Life 
 
Using the book "The Walk: Five Essential Practices of the Christian Life”, by Adam Hamilton we will explore 
the practices demonstrated in Jesus' walk with God and taught throughout the New Testament. We will learn 
from a combination of lessons from Adam Hamilton and small group discussions. Come deepen your walk with 
Christ as we explore the practices of worship, study, serving, giving and sharing our faith. 
 
More information and registration is attached to this email and also available at 
https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/disciples-fellowship.aspx 
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Heights Christian Church, Shaker Heights, Announces Porch Talk for a Beloved Community on August 23 
 
All are invited to this year's Porch Talk for a Beloved Community on August 23 at 5:00 p.m. on behalf of 
Heights Christian Church in Shaker Heights.  Their speaker this year will be Rev. Dr. Velda Love, Minister for 
Racial Justice for the National Ministries of the United Church of Christ.  Those present will enjoy two  choirs 
perform and listen to winners of East View's Essay Contest read their entries. 
 
As always, the event will be held at 17300 Van Aken Blvd. — former home of Heights Christian Church and 
now home to East View United Church of Christ — the site where the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. spoke 
from the church's side porch to a large crowd in 1965. 
 
Each Porch Talk provides a continued call to work toward the "Beloved Community” that Dr. King envisioned, 
where all forms of discrimination, bigotry, and prejudice will be replaced by an all-inclusive spirit of kinship, 
justice, and peace. This event is a collaboration between Heights Christian Church, Eat View United Church of 
Christ and Plymouth Church UCC.  
 
Additional information is included in the flyer attached to this email. Please feel free to share widely.  The 
congregation hopes you, your friends and family, and your colleagues will attend this annual community 
event. Their Pastor is Dr. Kate Gillooly. 
 

 
 
Ohio Women's Ministries – Save the Date! 
 
Fall Retreat 
September 13th 
at Camp Christian 
 
More information and registration coming soon! 
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Plan NOW to attend the Pre-Reconciliation Anti-Racism Awareness Conversation 
 
October 17 and 18 at Camp Christian 
 
Registration and details available at https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/ministry-teams/pro-reconciliation-
anti-racism.aspx 
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Convergence Music Project To Be Hosted At 
Northwest Christian Church, Upper Arlington 
 
The Convergence Music Project (CMP) is a three-day 
conference being hosted at Northwest Christian 
Church in Upper Arlington from October 15-18 

called "Converging 2025:  Sing Truth—Music and 
Leadership for Resistance and Resilience.”  This 
gathering is for musicians, seminarians, pastors, 
worship leaders, seminarians, and anyone interested 
in justice-building, inclusive and progressive music 
and worship.  Please check out the event website to 
see the list of exciting keynote speakers and 
musicians who will be featured at the 
conference.  www.cmpconverging.com 
 
Convergence Music Project is a chance for 
continuing education and experiencing deep spiritual renewal.  It has been described as "the best of summer 
camp and a soulful retreat that sparked theological musings in worship and music.” 
 
The Converging Conference is a great opportunity for a pastor, worship leader, worship committee, and/or 
music team for an injection of fresh energy and excitement around worship and music.  Many of our churches 
are hungry for theology in lyrics that represent what they truly believe, and not what the superficial and 
theologically fragile "Christian” music that seems so pervasive in our society.  This Conference offers this 
opportunity. 
 
The CMP Project (www.convergencemp.com) is a rapidly growing online source of new music for 
congregational singing that congregations and denominations committed to justice, compassion for the poor, 
inclusive language, creation care, LBGTQ+ affirmation, and expansive theology can trust.  
 
There are a host of well-known theologians, clergy, and artists at the heart of CMP, including Brian McLaren, 
Diana Butler Bass, and Otis Moss III.   
 
Brian McLaren as quoted on the CMP website says, 
"For decades now, we've been having "worship wars," where we argued about musical style in public worship 
but didn't pay much attention to the content and spiritual formation value of the songs we argued 
about.  Convergence Music Project represents a "worship renaissance," bringing together a new generation of 
songwriters who are writing songs that are theologically thoughtful, artistically satisfying, congregationally 
singable, and musically enjoyable.”  Brian McLaren. 
 
Please share the attached poster widely in your networks and put it up around your congregations and 
communities. 
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Rev. Mimi Chamberlain Called As New Association Minister Of The 
Southwest Ohio-Northern Kentucky Association 
 
The Governance Council of the Southwest Ohio-Northern Kentucky 
Association of the Heartland Conference United Church of Christ has called 
the Rev. MiMi Chamberlin as their next Association Minister.  Some 
may  know Rev. Chamberlain through her many years of work in various 
SONKA settings.  Others will have a chance to get to know her in the coming 
months. 
 
Rev. Chamberlain was director of a faith-based food pantry and community 
ministry in the Cincinnati area for 26 years. She found a home in the United 
Church of Christ, attracted by our inclusive welcome to all people, including in 
ordination and church leadership, marriage, and communion.  Rev. 
Chamberlain works to empower girls and women in the church and society 
and she is grateful for the chance to serve LGBTQI+ individuals and families. 

Her spiritual journey and ministry are inextricably bound to our collective work of building a better world for 
all.  She was accepted as a Member In Discernment with SONKA in 2019 and retired from her leadership with 
the food pantry a year later to focus on the ordination process.  Rev. Chamberlain was ordained at Pilgrim UCC 
in Cincinnati in October 2022 and holds both an undergraduate B.S. degree in Communication and graduate 
M.A. degrees in Theology from Xavier University.  She is blessed to be a mom of four adult children. 
 

 
 
Registration for the 2025 CRIS 5K is OPEN! 
 
CRIS is the Community Refugee and Immigration Services located in 
Columbus 
 
Make plans to join us on Saturday, October 4th, downtown at Genoa Park 
for our largest annual event—and help us celebrate 30 years of CRIS! 
 
Sign up to Walk, Run, and/or Support the event at: crisohio.org/5k 
 
At a time when refugee and immigrant communities face growing 
challenges, the CRIS 5K is a powerful way to show that Central Ohio 
remains a place where all people are welcomed, supported, and given 
the chance to thrive. 
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In Faithful Expectation We Ask, "If Not Now, When? If Not You, 
Who?” 
 
Below you will find the next in the series of devotions for our If 
Not Now, When?... If Not You, Who? Fundraising 
campaign.  Thanks goes out to Mary Arnold for writing this and 
several upcoming devotions.  Working with the Prayer Team, 
others will follow regularly.  Our hope is to send a devotion out 
to churches and individuals as a means to ground our efforts in 
scripture and inspire others.  Our goal is that a devotion is 
available each month of the 36 month campaign. 
 
We also have available the first 7 devotions to churches to use 
as a one week devotion book to use during your prayerful 

consideration of how you will participate in the "If Not Now, When?? And If Not You, Who” campaign. They 
are also available on our website www.ccinoh.com/campaign. 
 
Please share this devotion with your friends and family.  
 
Scripture – Hebrews 13:6 – Do not forget to do good and to share with others for with such sacrifices God is 
pleased. 
 
I read a story that one day a beggar by the side of the road asked for alms from Alexander the Great as he 
passed by. The man was poor and wretched and had no claim upon the ruler, not right to even lift a solicitous 
hand. Yet, the Emperor threw him several gold coins. A courtier was astonished at his generosity and 
commented "Sir, copper coins would adequately meet a beggar's need. Why give him gold?” Alexander 
responded in royal fashion, " Copper coins would suit the beggar's need, but gold coins suit Alexander's giving” 
 
I love this story because it is a reminder that although when we think about giving opportunities we naturally 
think about the receiver—who we obviously wish good things for. Giving, however, is also about the giver. I 
want to be the person who gives more because it matches my virtue. 
 
Prayer: 
Loving God, inspire me to be a giver beyond the need. Help me to give because I can. 
With praise for the bounty of my life, Amen 
 
Mary Arnold 
First Christian Church, Zanesville 
Member of "If Not Now, When…If Not You, Who committee 
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Rev. Erica Brown Celebrates 25 Years Of Ordained Ministry 
 
On Sunday, April 11th the members of Howland Community 
Church in Warran, Ohio celebrated the 25th Ordination 
Anniversary of their Pastor, the Rev. Erica Brown.   
 
Regional Elder for District 4, Rev. Cynthia Klingemier was 
present and brought words of congratulations.   
 
Erica was ordained on April 11, 2000 in the Christian Church in 
Illinois and Wisconsin Region.  She has been Senior Minister of 
Howland Community Church since January of 2018. 
 

 
 

Baird Brothers Run Seventh Boston Marathon 
 
Twin brothers, Zach and Rev. Josh Baird have each run 7 
Boston Marathons, and have each run 11 marathons or 
ultramarathons total. 
 
Their spouses, Katie Baird and Rev. Laura Fitt Baird 
volunteered at the Boston Marathon a few years 
ago.  Zach and Josh thought it sounded like so much fun 
that Laura, Katie, Josh, Zach and friend, Kyle Paladino, 
volunteered together this year the day before they ran 
the marathon.  This happened to be Easter, and before 
volunteering they attended church downtown and the 
line to get into the first service wrapped around the 

block!  The church they attended does a blessing of the athletes.   
 
Zach and Josh run representing D.I.R.T. (The Disciples International Racing Team) and love getting D.I.R.T. 
cheers along the route.   
 
Josh is the Chief of Staff for the United Church of Christ General Minister and President.   
 
Zach has recently been enjoying coaching other Disciples runners and would love to help anyone, whether 
they're experienced runners setting new distance or time goals, or new runners working on a couch-to-5k.  
 
Contact the Regional Church Office at ccio@ccinoh.org if you are interested in more information about D.I.R.T. 
and/or if you would like to talk with Zach about Training. 
 
In more Baird Family news, we celebrate that Dr. Micah Baird has been promoted to Professor of Pediatrics 
at the Northeast Ohio Medical University effective July 1, 2025.  Micah and his wife, the Rev. Rebecca Baird, 
and their daughter, Kelly, live in Northeast Ohio and are members of First Christian Church of Cuyahoga Falls. 
 
Zach, Josh, and Micah are also the sons of the Rev. Dr. Don Baird and Leslie Baird. 
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Karl Road Christian Church Celebrates Special Birthday 
 
Siekou and his mother Jennifer Sylla have been 
attending KRCC for over a year. Siekou's father is from 
Guinea and of another faith. Siekou is being raised 
Christian. His father says Siekou loves the church and 
Siekou says he loves Jesus. He attends Columbus public 
schools and is currently the youngest regular attendee 
at KRCC worship. He also attends Rev. Kerry Reed's 
Sunday morning Enrichment class. The combination of 
these two experiences has been preparing  Siekou to 
consider making a confession of faith in Jesus Christ! He 
has been looking forward to making this decision and 
being baptized for the past year. His maturity and 
development turning 14  further enable his consideration to make this  important life decision! 
 
Siekou and his mother are pictured with some of the KRCC congregation who were able to attend this birthday 
party. The greater congregation have spiritually nurtured and loved Siekou and his mother for the past year. 
They seldom miss a Sunday including attending monthly church outings. Praise God! 
 

 
 

Congratulations Nathan Berlyoung On Eagle Scout Court Of Honor 
 
Our Regional Minister was delighted to be present at the Eagle Scout Court 
of Honor for Nathan Berlyoung at his home church, Harmony Springs 
Christian Church in Green on Saturday, May 31st. 
 
Nathan's mother, the Rev. Jennifer Berlyoung is Pastor of Diversity & 
Inclusion at the church and his father, Dan Berlyoung, who is Assistant 
Scoutmaster and has been a scout himself most of his life.  A lot of growth 
in character and hours of service is needed for such an accomplishment.   
 
Congratulations, Nathan, and well done! 
 
 

 
 

Dr. Kate Gillooly Called As Settled Pastor Of Heights Christian Church, Shaker Heights 
 
Heights Christian Church of Shaker Heights has joyfully called  Dr. Kate Gillooly to be their settled Pastor, 
effective July 1, 2025.  For the previous three years, Dr. Kate has served as their Transitional Minister. The 
congregation, at its Annual Meeting, unanimously issued a call to Dr. Kate to serve as our settled Minister and 
she has accepted this call. 
 

 
 



First Federated Church in North Jackson at Pride in the Valley 
 
Silliness ensued at the "Best Pride Ever” photo booth with 
Patrick Star and Sponge Bob Square Pants sponsored by First 
Federated Church during Pride in the Valley on Courthouse 
Square in Warren. 
 
"It is so fitting that Pride exists on Courthouse Square,” says 
Pastor Jack Acri. "With equal rights under attack, the use of 
this space makes a powerful statement. Our photo booth 
proves we affirm LQBTQIA+ rights while winking at the idea 
that 'church' is boring.” 
 
First Federated Church is an Open & Affirming congregation 
that streams services on YouTube and Facebook every Sunday 
at 10am and meets in person at 10786 Mahoning Avenue 
North Jackson. 
 
In the photo, members of First Federated Church, North Jackson have "The Best Pride Ever” in their photo 
booth with Patrick Star & Sponge Bob Square Pants for the Pride in the Valley on Courthouse Square in 
Warren on Saturday, June 21, 2025. Front Row: Brittany Wasson, Anne & Pastor Jack Acri, Back Row: Brandy 
Glines, Krystal Rockenfelder, Venita and Roger Collins. 
 
More information about the church can be found on their website at https://www.firstfederatedchurch.net/ 
 

 
 

Kevin Poe Graduates From University Of Chicago Divinity School 
 
On June & Kevin Poe graduated with his Masters of Arts from the University 
of Chicago Divinity School.  Kevin is a member of Harmony Springs Christian 
Church of Green and is under care of the Commission on Ministry.  Kevin 
was part of the Disciples Divinity House, a unique and vibrant institution. 
The Disciples Divinity House offers an exceptional residential scholarship 
program in conjunction with the Divinity School of the University of Chicago 
and as one of the seven theological education institutions of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ). 
 
Kevin writes, "I'm filled with gratitude for my family, and the many friends, 
mentors, and institutions who have supported me in this journey.”  Kevin is 
currently in Kathmandu for the summer to continue my studies in Sanskrit 
and Hindi.   
 

Kevin is pictured with his father, Walter Poe, a member and leader at Harmony Springs Christian Church. 
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Debbie Walker Retires From Washington Avenue 
Christian Church, Honored With Hymn 
 
Sunday, June 29th was the culmination of 21 years of 
service by Debbie Walker as Director of Advocacy and 
Christian Education at Washington Avenue Christian 
Church in Elyria.  Although she has retired from her staff 
position, she will remain a part of this vibrant 
community.  The Worship Service that day was a 
beautiful tribute to Debbie's ministry.  A hymn was 
crafted by their Pastor, the Rev. Nathan A. Russell, in 
Debbie's honor.  Titled "Once Jesus Told His Friends,” and set to the tune TERRA BEATA (This Is God's 
Wondrous World/This Is my Father's World), the four verses of this new hymn text follow the themes of 
children, worship, wonder, and welcome.    
 
Debbie writes, "I'm deeply humbled and grateful for this remarkable honor.” 
 
The video of us dedicating and premiering this hymn text is available here: https://youtu.be/f5s3p9vJ9ls 
 
Any congregation/organization with an active One License subscription may use this hymn text. 
 

 
 
Erika Harris Receives McCaw Scholarship 
 
Erika Harris, an MDiv. Student at Lexington Theological Seminary in Lexington, Kentucky and a member and 
minister at Bethany Christian Church in Cleveland was recently awarded the McCaw 
Scholarship.  Congratulations to Erika on this wonderful achievement. 
 
The John and Maxine McCaw Scholarship for Prophetic Living, Teaching, and Preaching is administered by 
the Christian Church Foundation.  The McCaw Scholarship Fund is a testament to the commitment to 
prophetic witness embodied by Dr. and Mrs. McCaw.  In their scholarship statement, Dr. and Mrs. McCaw 
write, "The term 'prophetic' is used to indicate a lifestyle that is in constant tension with contemporary society 
and seeks to eliminate evil and enhance goodness in human relations and in international relations.”  Find out 
more at https://christianchurchfoundation.org/mccaw-scholarship/ 
 

 
 
Virtual Options For General Assembly 
Participation 
 
Livestream 
There will be a free concurrent livestream of all 
General Assembly worship services as well as the 
four General Assembly keynotes on the Disciples 
of Christ website, www.disciples.org. Evening 
Worship Services are at 7 p.m. Saturday, Sunday, 
Monday, and Tuesday nights July 12-15 and 
keynotes are in the mornings on Monday and Tuesday, July 15 & 15 

https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2564&m=2694&nl=5&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=15464&l=-https--youtu.be/f5s3p9vJ9ls
https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2564&m=2694&nl=5&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=15465&l=-https--christianchurchfoundation.org/mccaw-scholarship/
https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2564&m=2694&nl=5&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=15466&l=-http--www.disciples.org/
https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2564&m=2694&nl=5&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=15472&l=-https--www.youtube.com/watch--Q-v--E-f5s3p9vJ9ls
https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2564&m=2694&nl=5&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=15473&l=-https--ga.disciples.org/


 
Digital Access: Your On-Demand Experience 
You'll also be able to watch recordings of the worship sermons and the four keynote workshop sessions from 
the 2025 General Assembly in Memphis,  TN. Recordings will be available 30-45 days after the live event, 
giving you on-demand access at your convenience. 
 
How It Works: Once recordings are available, simply log back into the registration platform using your login to 
access the sessions. 
 
Why Choose Digital Access? 

• For remote participants, this option allows you to fully experience the event's teachings and 
discussions at your own pace. 

• For in-person attendees, you can revisit favorite sessions or catch up on anything you missed to ensure 
you take full advantage of the event. 

 
Whether for personal reflection or to share with your congregation, Digital Access ensures that the inspiration 
and content of the General Assembly remain accessible long after the event concludes. 
 
If you only want Digital Access, go online to: DIGITAL ACCESS - 2025 General Assembly 
 
Individual Use Only  |  $175.00 
 
Congregational Use |  $350.00 
 

https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2564&m=2694&nl=5&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=15467&l=-https--web.cvent.com/event/5aa15873-46cc-4d89-ab88-071953dfbb56/websitePage:ee6e6eee-07f7-428e-8d47-ec8b8e8534ec--Q-RefId--E-GA%20Website%20%26%20Social%20Media--A-rt--E-mV5qyhcHz0O5SrDlBl-KwQ

