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Around The Region And In My Heart 
Rev. Allen V. Harris, Regional Pastor & President, 
Christian Church in Ohio 
 
Advocacy IS Ministry: It's Not Political  
& It's Not A Distraction 
 
When I was in high school I was thoroughly invested in 
several student organizations, but most especially in 
Student Council.  It is fair to say that a significant 
amount of my early leadership skills were learned and 
honed through the activities of Student Council.  For at 
least a couple of years I co-chaired the program 
committee, which was the service aspect of Student 
Council.  Each year we would choose a different non-profit organization and then would have fundraisers for 
that organization and present them with the check at the end of the year.  Depending on the type of 
organization we would also provide volunteers for programs and events. 
 
Two service projects I remember distinctly were the March of Dimes and Special Olympics.  The March of 
Dimes was meaningful to me as I did a deep dive into researching the organization and became fascinated 
with how it was singularly focused on ending polio through global vaccinations.  Since then, it has expanded its 
focus to be on maternal health in general.  We would do bake sales, car washes, and all the usual fundraising 
techniques to raise money for the organization, but I also made it my practice to try to help educate my 
classmates on the mission of the organization and how that affected people who were my age in lived in my 
context. 
 
The project I became even more invested in as a Junior in high school was the Special Olympics.  This 
increased focus was in large part due to the fact that the statewide Special Olympics competition for New 
Mexico would be held in my hometown the summer after we had focused on the organization.  I worked 
diligently to get my friends and classmates to volunteer, and I was the first to sign up.  That summer of 1980 I 
showed up to the athletic site and became a "buddy” to a group of three athletes competing at the Special 
Olympics.  We learned each other's names and I was given instructions and a list of the events they were 
competing in and the times I needed to have them there.  One of the guidelines I was taught that impressed 
upon me the deep values of the Special Olympics organization was that I was to be at the finish line for each 
one of the athletes in my care for every one of their events, and to be prepared to celebrate their completion 
no matter what place they came in the competition. 
 
Continue reading Rev. Harris' article at https://www.ccinoh.com/ccio-blog/2025/june/around-the-region-and-
in-my-heart-june-2025-article.aspx 
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Welcome Halle Naveja-Custer, Summer Camp Food Service Manager! 
 
The Christian Church in Ohio would like to welcome Halle Naveja-Custer as 
our new Summer Camp Food Service Manager!  Halle began on May 23 
with the Disciples Fellowship Retreat and will serve through the first week 
of August, although she may help us out with a few events in late summer. 
 
Halle has been an active member of the Camp Christian and Disciples 
community for many years. She grew up in Marion, Ohio, where she 
attended Central Christian Church.  Her love of Camp Christian runs deep—
nurtured through many summers as a camper, counselor, summer staff 
member, and Advance Conference Officer.  Her camp experiences instilled 
in her a passion for community building and creating spaces where all feel 
welcome. 
 
Professionally, Halle brings background in both nonprofit leadership and 

guest services.  She most recently served as the Manager of Association and Community Engagement for The 
Columbus Realtors Foundation, where she oversaw large-scale events, member engagement, and community 
outreach initiatives.  Prior to that, she served at The Animal Health Organization, leading a variety of client-
facing and operational tasks.  
 
This fall, Halle will begin a new chapter as a high school science educator—an exciting transition that reflects 
her lifelong love of learning and service. 
 
Halle lives in Lewis Center with her husband Luke, their dog Diego, and five rescue cats: Scarlet, Grace, Blitzen, 
Apollo, and Emerson.  In her free time, Halle enjoys botany, bird watching, playing pickleball, and cooking 
elaborate meals to share with friends.  
 
To communicate with Halle for Summer Camp Food Service needs please email her 
at: foodservices@ccinoh.org 
 

 
 
Getting Ready For General Assembly In Memphis! 
 
Virtual Learning Experience 
As we look ahead to the 2025 General Assembly, we 
invite you to join us for an empowering Virtual Learning 
Experience. There will be 10 inspiring workshops to 
select from designed to stretch our vision, deepen our 
understanding, and prepare us for our time together in 
Memphis. The Virtual Learning Experience is scheduled 
for June 11 and June 14, 2025. Register to attend 
at https://web.cvent.com/event/e0bb68bc-72bf-4624-
bacb-246f2d230556/summary 
 
General Assembly Preachers 
We are excited to introduce the preachers for the 2025 
General Assembly: ready to spark innovation, challenge 
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limits, and reimagine what's possible. Saturday: Bernice King; Sunday: April Lewton & Brian Kirk; Monday: 
Stephen Cady; Tuesday: Terri Hord Owens, Sharon Watkins, Dick Hamm, and John Humbert.  Learn more 
about these gifted preachers at: https://ga.disciples.org/preachers 
 
Workshop & Keynote Speakers 
We are honored to present our Workshop Keynote Speakers, each bringing profound insight and passion to 
the vital themes of Community, Proclamation, Worship, and Mission. These sessions will offer a rich 
opportunity to explore how the Church lives out its calling in every aspect of faith and practice. Through their 
diverse experiences and Spirit-led teaching, our speakers will guide us in reimagining how we gather, share the 
gospel, worship God, and engage the world with purpose and hope.  Read the entire list 
at:  https://ga.disciples.org/workshop-keynotes/ 
 
Youth Programming 
Youth Programming is also available on the General Assembly website. There will be two dynamic 
programming tracks for youth (middle school and high school), centered around the inspiring theme, 
"BEYOND,” drawn from Ephesians 3:20-21. This transformative experience will engage and challenge youth 
and young leaders to think beyond limitations, embrace new possibilities, and deepen their faith. Visit 
the website to learn more: https://ga.disciples.org/youth-programming/ 
 
Hotel Accommodations 
We've added two additional hotels in downtown Memphis. The most affordable hotel still has availability and 
will have a complimentary shuttle to the Convention Center.  Look for these updates when registering. 
 
Voting Delegates 
In preparation for the 2025 General Assembly, congregations will receive correspondence indicating how 
many voting representatives they will be allotted, based on this year's ALEX Yearbook Reporting for 2024. 
Please submit your list of congregational representatives to the Office of the General Minister and President 
by June 1, 2025. Voting representatives can be submitted online, by mail, or onsite in Memphis. 
Visit https://ga.disciples.org/votercredentials-2/ for more information and the link to submit online. 
 
Congregational Resources 
The Office of General Minister and President in collaboration with the Proclamation Project has released 6-
week congregational resources based on the themes and scriptures for the 2025 General Assembly. These 
congregational resources have been designed to help you, and your congregation prepare for General 
Assembly by exploring scripture passages through Bible study, preaching, and worship.  Find these resources 
here: https://ga.disciples.org/congregational-resources/ 
 
New 2025 GA Gear! 
We're excited to unveil a new General Assembly t-shirt design! Visit the merchandise store to get yours as we 
prepare for our time together July 12-15, 2025, in Memphis, TN. Purchase your official BEYOND apparel and 
merchandise and gear up for an unforgettable experience here: https://disciples.org/merchandise-store/ 
 
Find all the information you need, including registration, here: https://ga.disciples.org/ 
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Summer Camp & Conference Registration 
 

With registrations still coming in, we've 
already received over 300 registrations for 
our Summer Programs and we've got room 
for plenty more!! 
 

We can't wait to see those who 
have already registered.  
 

Help us spread the word about the life-changing programs available at Camp Christian and don't forget, Camp 
is not limited to members of your church. All are welcome! There's still time to invite friends, family 
members, and/or children and youth in your communities to attend. 
 

Scholarships are available for all of our Camp programs. We never want money to be the reason someone 
doesn't attend. 
 

All of the details and forms are available at https://www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian/summer-programs/form-
downloads-and-links.aspx 
 

Click on the link about to get forms and details for Grandparents Camp, Ribbit Camp, Otter Camp, Chi Rho 
Camp, Created To Be Me, CYF Conference, Advance Conference, Adult Conference, Disciples Fellowship 
Retreat, and links to the Heartland Conference programs. 
 

Poster attached to this email. Please post and share! 
 

 
 

Rev. Shauna McGhee To Lead Spiritual Life Committee 
 

At its May 10th meeting the Regional Church Council confirmed the 
appointment of the Rev. Shauna McGhee as the new Chair of the Spiritual 
Life Committee of the Christian Church in Ohio. 
 

Rev. Shauna McGhee is a Cleveland-based pastor, hospice chaplain, and 
30-year ministry veteran whose passion is helping people reach their 
Kingdom potential through practical, grassroots preaching and radical 
inclusivity.  Guided by Jesus' manifesto—"The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me… He has sent me to proclaim good news to the poor” (Luke 4:18)—she 
founded Freedom & Truth Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in 2020, the 
first African American "Love and Acceptance” DOC congregation in 
Cleveland.  A lifelong advocate for justice and reconciliation, Rev. McGhee 
previously planted Vision Christian Church (DOC) in Lexington, Kentucky, and 
served three years as an anti-racism/pro-reconciliation consultant for the 
Christian Church in Kentucky. 
 

Beyond parish ministry, Rev. McGhee leads The Freedom Connection, an online worship, study, and prayer 
community, and serves as a hospice chaplain who weaves scripture and sacred music to bring comfort at life's 
end.  She holds an M.Div. from Lexington Theological Seminary and is completing a Doctor of Ministry project 
titled Christian Spiritual Leadership of Freedom & Truth Christian Church: Living a Sacrificial Life for 
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Christ.  Inspired by Micah 6:8 to "act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly,” she often reminds her flock, "The 
Gospel is only good news when it sounds like good news to everyone.” 
 

If you would like to be a member of the Spiritual Life Committee please contact Rev. McGhee 
at divalinn@gmail.com 
 

 
 

Rev. Geoff Brewster Tours Ohio To Discuss Pension Fund 
Ministerial Relief Programs 
 

During the month of May the Rev. Geoffrey Brewster, Assistant 
Vice President of Development at the Pension Fund of the 
Christian Church, visited the Christian Church in Ohio.  Rev 
Brewster hosted meetings at five different locations, from 
Cincinnati, to Columbus, to Zanesville, to Cuyahoga Falls, to 
Elyria, in order to share information about the Pension Fund's 
robust program of support for clergy and their families through 
their Ministerial Relief & Assistance program.  This visit helped 
make sure more clergy were aware of the programs available, 
plus to have the opportunity to talk about the importance and 
breadth of the Pension Fund's many opportunities. 

 

Ministerial Relief & Assistance has been a constant for over 125 years as way to give back to ministers, 
spouses and lay employees via donations.  This fund was established to care for those who have fallen into 
troubled times and need a helping hand from their church community.  Today, the Pension Fund offer over a 
dozen programs to support our colleagues throughout their ministerial career (and beyond).  Learn more 
about these important programs and how you—or someone you might know—could benefit from them. 
 

Programs For New & Active Clergy, Staff & Students: 
• Student Gift Membership 
• Parental Leave Assistance 
• Clergy Wellness 
• Low-Interest Loans 
• Reserve Chaplain Dues 
• Gift Pensions for New Church Planters 
• Vocational Counseling 

 

Programs For Active and Retired Clergy 
• Emergency Aid 
• Disaster Relief 
• Funeral Support 
• Financial Literacy 

 

Programs For Retirees 
• Ministerial Relief Pensions 
• Supplemental Gifts 
• 13th Check 

 
To find out more go online to https://pensionfund.org/ministerial-relief-assistance/mra-overview or email 
Rev. Brewster at gbrewster@pensionfund.org 
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Thank You So Much Camp Christian Volunteers! 
 
During the last few months we have had some staff 
changes at Camp Christian, and during the time of 
transition we have relied upon the gracious gift of time, 
energy, and love from many volunteers, especially in the 
kitchen!  The following persons have allowed us to 
continue to provide the highest quality meals and food 
service for all of the events planned at camp, whether 
part of the Christian Church in Ohio programming or 
through the rentals of outside groups.  
 
A special word of thanks goes to: 
Josh Babbey, Kendra Babbey, Luke Custer, Holly Hall, 
Rev. Allen Harris, Lauren Jennings, Rev. Connie Long, 
Roger Long, Rev. Ali Miguel, Marsha Mueller, Pastor 
Brenda Sanford, Seth Taylor, Rev. Joyce Wealand, and 
the Rev. David Zerby.  The Disciples Fellowship Retreat 
also had their own set of volunteers including Marilyn 
Bolen and Rev. Patrice Fatig.  We also should 
acknowledge several members or our full time, hourly, 
and summer staff have gone over and above the call 
during this time, including Wendy Taylor, Isabella Curet, 
Dave Stonebraker-Martinez, Halle Naveja-Custer, Austin 
Perry, Luke Taylor, and Taylor Reeb. 
 
We also celebrate the hard work of a work crew that 
involved members from three different churches: First 
Christian Church of Wadsworth, Compass Christian 
Church of Mason, and First Christian Church of 
Wauseon.  Thanks to Jerry Lash, Don Sondles, Karen Rule, and Rick Rule from Wadsworth; Daun Seitz and 
Steve Seitz from Compass; and Craig Grisier and Brad Myers from Wauseon.  The Wauseon volunteers have 
been a huge help in mowing the grass around camp and helping us get one of the mowers fixed.  The 
Wadsworth and Compass volunteers helped repaint the trim of the Craft cabin and repair some deteriorated 
walls in the gym. 
 
If you as an individual or a group from your church or community group would like to volunteer at Camp 
Christian for repairs and maintenance projects, please contact our Camp Christian Facilities Manager, Dave 
Stonebraker-Martinez at DStonebraker-Martinez@ccinoh.org. 
 
The photo collage includes Karen Rule from Wadsworth, Daun Seitz from Mason and Dan Sondles from 
Wadsworth, Jerry Lash from Wadsworth, Josh and Kendra Babbey from Columbus, and Craig Grisier from 
Wauseon. 
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We Celebrate Summer 2025 Camp Christian T-Shirt Designer, Antoine 
Brongers Marrero 
 
Each year we select a new design for our Summer Camp Christian t-
shirt.  We are excited by the new design (see the pictures) for 2025 
around the theme "Check In Here.”  
 
Thanks to this year's artist, Antonie Brongers Marrero, who is a Kent 
State Architecture and Graphic Design student from Columbus, Ohio who 
grew up in Northwest Christian Church. 
 
Antonio took inspiration from the respite and conversation spaces we all 
love at camp, and celebrated them in the design of where we sit and 
sing.   
 
Included with this article is a picture of the design "Easter egg” they used 

as the slogan for the shirt. 
 

 
 
Support Hiram Farm & Meet Their New Executive 
Director 
 
Plan to join Hiram Farm for their Sip & Support: A 
fundraiser for Hiram Farm on Wednesday, June 11th, 
from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at Salvage Winery in 
Mantua.  This will be a wonderful opportunity to meet 
their new Executive Director, Daren Houck. Salvage 
Winery is located at 9817 OH-44, Mantua, OH 
44255.  Tickets: $50/person – includes two glasses of 
wine & appetizers.  Tickets are available online 
at: https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/sip-and-
support-2 
 
This is a special evening of wine, community, and 
purpose at Salvage Winery in support of Hiram Farm — 
a local nonprofit empowering individuals with 
developmental disabilities through meaningful work on 
a beautiful farm.  
 
What to Expect: 
• Enjoy a picturesque evening at the vineyard 
• Savor delicious appetizers & local wines 
• Tickets available to purchase for a chance to win one of our beautiful baskets 
 
Your participation helps Hiram Farm continue to provide meaningful opportunities for individuals with autism 
and other developmental disabilities. Let's toast to inclusion, growth, and community! 
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Adult Conference 2025 
Jointly sponsored by the Heartland Conference of the United Church of Christ and the Christian Church in Ohio 
(Disciples of Christ) 
June 23-27 at Northwest Christian Church in Columbus 
 
Our Theme: Jesus Still Matters! 
Our Bible Lecturer & Vesper Speaker: Rev. Carl Robinson 
Our Conference Choir Director: Michael Grimm, St. Andrew's Christian Church, Dublin 
 
Cost: $245 – Full Conference Registration and most meals. There are partial attendance options. Adult 
Conference also offers scholarships.  
 
Registration Form attached to this email. More information and online registration available 
at https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/adult-conference.aspx 
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Sunday Funday Fundraiser At First Christian Church In Middletown 
June 29th from 1-5pm 
 
The young adult ministry group at the First Christian Church in Middletown is planning a day of fun for young 
adults in our area and throughout the denomination. Food will be on sale and lots of activities all planned by 
our young adult ministry. The QR code on the flyer is for a corn hole tournament at the event. Sign up today! 
The 20 dollar entry fee will be split between the youth, and the winning team. Come tour their new bible 
study hang out! All proceeds are being raised for the youth activity fund and the church! Come out and enjoy a 
good time all planned and executed by our next Generation of D.O.C.  for the next generation of D.O.C.!  

 
 

 
 



June UCC/DOC Networks 
The Christian Church in Ohio is now partnering with the Heartland Conference of the United Church of Christ 
to do expanded mission and ministry through a series of Networks. Below you will see some of the upcoming 
Network gatherings. For more information about each of these and/or if you have any questions, please email 
the Rev. Karen Bruno, Network Coordinator, at networks@heartlanducc.org. 
 

 
 

 
In Faithful Expectation We Ask, "If Not Now, When? If Not You, 
Who?” 
 
Below you will find the next in the series of devotions for our If 
Not Now, When?... If Not You, Who? Fundraising 
campaign.  Thanks goes out to Mary Arnold for writing this and 
several upcoming devotions.  Working with the Prayer Team, 
others will follow regularly.  Our hope is to send a devotion out 
to churches and individuals as a means to ground our efforts in 
scripture and inspire others.  Our goal is that a devotion is 
available each month of the 36 month campaign. 
 
We also have available the first 7 devotions to churches to use 
as a one week devotion book to use during your prayerful 
consideration of how you will participate in the "If Not Now, When?? And If Not You, Who” campaign. They 
will also be available for the Cluster meetings and on our website www.ccinoh.com/campaign. 
 
Please share this devotion with your friends and family.  
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Scripture – Psalms 112:5 – God will come to those who are generous and lend freely who conduct their affairs 
with justice. 
 

What does the dictionary say that generous means? The quality of being kind, understanding and not 
selfish or willingness to give money and other valuable things to others or this somewhat different 
definition the virtue of giving good things to others freely and abundantly. 
 

There is a popular quote attributed to John Bunyan, a 17th century Puritan preacher that says "you have not 
lived today until you have done something for someone who can never repay you”. This quote seems to 
encompass all of the definitions offered above. Doing or giving something without concern for repayment is 
kind, understanding, not selfish and is certainly a virtue that shows one's goodness. Isn't that something we 
strive to be? Giving freely or generously does not mean giving all that we have, but rather all that we can. If 
our budget has only five dollars of flexible money, then giving part or all of that $5 counts as generous. If we 
are fortunate enough to have $50, $100, $1000 or more, then the benchmark of generosity might be more. 
Generosity involves giving according to one's ability to give, a specific dollar amount. 
 

The people who benefit from the components and programming that are targeted in the If Not Now, 
When…If Not You, Who campaign will not be able to repay each giver, but the Kingdom of God will be blessed 
beyond measure. Let's live abundantly by giving generously. 
 

Prayer: 
God of opportunity, provide us with a generous spirit that we can use to provide opportunity to those in need. 
We thank you for the blessings in our life. Help us to offer a blessing to others through our giving. 
Amen 
 

Mary Arnold 
First Christian Church, Zanesville 
Member of "If Not Now, When…If Not You, Who committee 
 

 
 

Save-The-Date For A "Miracle Day” At The Historic 
Campbell Mansion On Saturday, September 20th 
 
The Campbell Cooperative has set a tentative date for 
Saturday, September 20, 2025 as Miracle Day at the 
Campbell Farm in Bethany, West Virginia.  This workday 
will be a chance to help spruce up the grounds around 
the mansion as well as to engage in some restoration 
projects to the historic Campbell Mansion where 
Alexander Campbell, one of the founders of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), lived with his 
family.  Since this is a historical site there are limitations 

to what can be done, but there is still a lot that will be done.  Painting will be done in almost every room, and 
the entire outside of the mansion is planned to be cleaned and painted. 
 
The day will begin at 8:30 a.m. with worship and so volunteers are asked to arrive by 8 a.m. to be ready for the 
day.  A continental breakfast and lunch will be provided for all who volunteer. 
 
Our goal is to have at least 150 workers for this Miracle Day.  We are looking for a whole host of abilities and 
skills for the day, from carpenters to persons who can help serve meals.  If you are able to attend, please let 



the Regional Office know by emailing us at ccio@ccinoh.org.  If you cannot attend, please consider giving a gift 
to help purchase the supplies and equipment needed.  For more information please contact Rev. Daniel Paul 
at pastordanpaul@gmail.com.  Bethany is also home to Bethany College, the first Disciples-related College 
dating from 1840.  It is a four-year liberal arts college still closely related to the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ.) 
 

 
 

Advance Conference 
July 20 – 27 
at Camp Christian 
For young adults ages 19 – 30 
Details at https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/advance-ministry.aspx 
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Installation of Rev. Bryan Winbush, Pastor Of Bethany 
Christian Church, Columbus 
 
On Sunday, April 13, Rev. Bryan E. Winbush was installed 
as the Pastor of Bethany Christian Church of 
Columbus.  Rev. Winbush had been serving as the 
Interim Pastor.  Our Regional Minister, the Rev. Allen V. 
Harris (pictured-r), officiated the Service of 
Installation.  The Rev. Dr. Judy Alston, the Rev. Thomas 
Barnes (pictured-l), the Rev. Eric Brown, the Rev. Willie 
Barnes-Jackson and the Rev. Dr. Pamela Barnes-Jackson, 
brought Greetings & Congratulatory Remarks amongst 
others.  The sermon was provided by Bishop Jerome H. 
Ross, Sr. (pictured-2nd from left). 
 
Rev. Winbush was raised in Havelock, North Caroline but has called Columbus, Ohio home since January 
2000.  He was ordained an Elder in 2005 at Triedstone Missionary Baptist Church under the leadership of 
Jerome H. Ross, Sr.  He holds a Bachelor of Arts in Sociology from the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill and currently is pursuing a master's degree in professional counseling.  He currently serves as Network 
Director for the United Way of Central Ohio's Success by Third Grace Movement.  He is married to Monique 
Winbush and together they are parents to Bryson (18) and Brayden (9).   
 

 
 

Rev. Kevin Greenwald Shares Ministry At School Career 
Fair 
Written by Rev. Greenwald 
 
I really enjoy talking to the 7th and 8th graders about 
being clergy as a vocation/career. I guess I haven't 
learned yet, if through the perception of others, as being 
boxed in as "the minister of that church” is as 
pronounced in other places like it is here in west central 
Ohio. 
 
So many people see me only as the pastor to the one 
church which is one of the many reasons why I am 
seeking to stretch my legs. Talking to youth about my 

career and all the things a religious leader in the community can do is rewarding and affirming. The students 
really engage with me and seem to enjoy my chats. I have relationships with career day organizers in Logan 
and Hardin Counties. I do as many of these career day events as I can get away with. I get to tell young ladies 
that even they can be pastors which is very counter cultural, almost unheard of out here. And that clergy can 
do more than pastor churches.  
 

 
 



Rev. Cunningham-Doggett Receives Professional Woman Of Excellence 
Award 
 
On Friday, April 11th the Rev. Denise Cunningham-Doggett was awarded the 
2025 Professional Woman of Excellence Award by the Women's 
Achievement Committee for the YWCA of Greater Cleveland.   
 
Rev. Cunningham-Doggett's tenure at the organization began in 2019 as the 
Housing Stabilization Specialist, followed by a promotion to Culture Coach at 
the Norma Herr Women Center in 2022.  
 
Rev. Cunningham-Doggett writes, "I attribute my accomplishments to God's 
guidance, allowing me to utilize my gifts to serve others.”  
 
She is a member of Bethany Christian Church in Cleveland, Ohio and part of 
the ministerial leadership there.  Rev. Cunningham-Doggett also leads Speak 
Life Ministries and is a member of the Regional Church Council of the Christian Church in Ohio.  She is 
currently working in the Doctoral Program at United Theological Seminary of Dayton. 
 

 
 

Ashray Kumar Matha Graduation From United 
Theological 
 
On Saturday, May 17th Ashray Kumar Matha, student 
minister at Central Christian Church of Kettering, 
graduated from United Theological Seminary in Dayton 
with his Master of Divinity. 
 
Ashray writes, "By the grace of God and through the 
DOC support, I was able to complete my graduation 
from the United Theological Seminary.  I am always 
thankful and grateful the for your support and 
encouragement in my journey.”  
 

Ashray also received the award "Missionary Interpretation Award,” on that day.  He dedicated this award to 
Central Christian Church.  The Rev. Dr. Betty Miller Green and the Rev. Dr. Irvin Green are Co-Pastors of the 
congregation.  Ashray is currently serving as a chaplain 
 

 
 



Farewell and Blessings for Rev. Amanda Moore 
 
On Sunday, June 1, First Christian Church in Kent 
gathered to celebrate and give thanks for Rev. Amanda 
Moore's four years of faithful ministry. This marked 
Amanda's final Sunday as Senior Pastor of FCC Kent, as 
she, her husband Justin, and their daughter Lydia 
prepare to return to their home state of North Carolina 
to be closer to extended family. 
 
Amanda has accepted a call to serve as pastor of 
Bethany Christian Church in Arapahoe, located near 
Camp Caroline. While we are sad to see her go, we 
celebrate all that she has shared with the Ohio Region. 
In addition to her leadership in Kent, Amanda has been a 
valued colleague among District 3 ministers, a key figure 
in revitalizing the Kent Clergy ecumenical gatherings and worship services, and a dedicated counselor for three 
summers at Otter Camp. 
 
We give thanks for Amanda's vibrant witness, compassionate leadership, and joyful presence among us. We 
send her, Justin, and Lydia off with our prayers and blessings as they begin this new chapter of ministry with 
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in North Carolina. 
 

 
 

Poetry Of Rev. Elyse Berry Highlighted During Mental 
Health Awareness Month 
 
During the month of May the National Benevolent 
Association offered many resources as part of their 
focus on Mental Health Awareness Month, from 
webinars to sharing poetry on social media.  They 
concluded their series of sharing creative submissions 
from across the life of the church with a pair of poems 
from Rev. Elyse Berry, a Disciples of Christ clergy person 

from the Christian Church in Ohio!  They share both of her poems "Baptism at the Hair Salon” and "I Used to 
Pray at Night.”  You can read them here: Baptism at the Hair Salon: https://buff.ly/MqEC4JG  and I Used to 
Pray at Night: https://buff.ly/jILX1u7 
 
Rev. Elyse Berry, DMin, is an ordained minister in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and serves as an 
elder in her congregation, Disciples Christian Church in Cleveland Heights.  Rev. Berry is the Associate for 
Advocacy & Leadership Development at the Council for Health and Human Service Ministries (CHHSM) in the 
United Church of Christ.  
 
If you would like to see these as part of the Facebook post, follow this 
link: https://www.facebook.com/share/p/18u5cYPCPN/ 
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Lake Shore Christian Church Celebrates Arbor Day With Tree Planting 
 
On Saturday, April 26 a wonderful Arbor Day event was held at 
Lake Shore Christian Church in Euclid.   
 
They offered so many fun activities for the kids, great food, and 
a beautiful Sycamore tree sapling was planted to top the event 
off.  A bird watching expert shared their wisdom.  You could 
create art on cut pieces of wood.  
 
Thanks to Pastor Brian Moore, Associate Pastor Martina Moore, 
and event coordinator Brandon Weeber (pictured with the 
shovel) for a marvelously educational and fun event.  Rev. Harris 
dropped by and even got his hands dirty digging for worms! 
  

 
Summer Literacy Program At Broadway Christian 
Church Raises Money To Serve Neighborhood Children 
On Saturday, April 26th our Regional Minister also 
enjoyed time with the staff, volunteers, and friends of 
the Summer Literacy Program at Broadway Christian 
Church of Cleveland, led by the amazing Esther 
Melendez (pictured with Rev. Harris).  
 
This wonderful fundraiser included lots of great raffle 
prizes and delicious food, plus the fellowship was even 
better!  
 
Find out more about this important ministry 

at: https://www.broadwaychristianchurchsummerreadingprog.org 
 

 
 
Disciples Christian Church of Cleveland Heights Celebrates 
Arts In Worship With Joyous Event 
 
On Wednesday, May 7 Disciples Christian Church in Cleveland 
Heights from 10am-2pm hosted an ecumenical gathering of 
guests for their Reflecting Divine Creativity In Worship event. 
 
This was the culmination of a year-long endeavor born out of 
a grant from the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship.  Our 
Regional Minister, Allen Harris, was able to be present along 
with other Disciples of Christ and United Church of Christ 
clergy and lay leaders.   
 
Their Pastor is Rev. Jason Bricker-Thompson and the Rev. Elyse Berry, an Elder in the congregation, helped to 
guide the programming from the grant.  The congregation has launched a separate non-profit organization 
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The Cultural Arts Center at Disciples Christian Church as a significant part of their commitment to the arts and 
to their community.  
 
If you would like to find out more about these grants, go online 
to: https://worship.calvin.edu/grants/info  Rev. Bricker-Thompson and Rev. Berry would be pleased to share 
with you more about how they applied for and utilized their grant. 
 

 
 

Pentecost Special Offering 
Received in many congregations June 1 & 8, 2025 
 
GOING ABOVE AND BEYOND 
 
It's all about layers. 
God breathing life into dust. Moses leading 
people out of slavery into freedom. Hagar calling 
on God to remember God's covenant. 
Layer after layer. 
Mary saying yes. Jesus breaking bread. Young 
people seeing visions. Elders dreaming dreams. 

 
Our ancestors building a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world. Going above and beyond church as 
it's always been. Beyond borders and barriers. Beyond us and them. Building layers of community and color, 
spirituality and vision, justice and joy. Proclaiming the good news that the Spirit is still breathing new life and 
breaking new bread, and God's people are still seeing visions and dreaming dreams. 
 
Your participation in the 2025 Pentecost Offering lays down another layer, going above and beyond what's 
been done to what God's spirit is doing next. 
 
Half of the gifts made to this Special Day Offering remain in the region in which they are collected to support 
its new church movement. The other half goes to support the efforts of New Church Ministry, which trains, 
equips, and assists emerging and affiliating communities of faith and their leaders across the U.S. and Canada 
so that they can become movement initiators. Make a gift on June 1 and June 8 to ensure that new places of 
worship are created, and God's word is spread far and wide. Be a movement for wholeness in a fragmented 
world. 
 
Please give generously to the Pentecost Offering. 
 
Bulletin Insert attached to this email. More information, including worship resources, available 
at https://disciplesmissionfund.org/special-offerings/pentecost/ 
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Disciples Church Extension Fund (DCEF) Seeking 
Development Coordinator 
 
Do you believe in creating Holy Places where 
communities connect with God and each other? 
If so, then join Disciples Church Extension 
Fund (DCEF) and make a difference. 
 
It is looking for a Development Coordinator . In this full-time remote position, you will help DCEF achieve its 
fundraising goals. Reporting to the Director of Development, you will champion donor relationships, providing 
support to the Development Team by supplementing relationship-building initiatives, ensuring accurate data 
management, and assisting with donor activities. This role combines development expertise and 
administrative acumen with a passion for ministry. 
 
Applications due June 6th. More information and job description at https://disciplescef.org/careers/. 
 

 
 
Districts 8 and 12 To Repeat Successful 
Ministry Event June 21 
 
Last year clergy and lay leaders from both 
District 8 and District 12 came together for 
worship, education, and Christian 
community.  It was so successful, they are 
holding another event this summer on 
Saturday, June 21st.  Please announce and 
share in your respective churches as well as 
sharing with others beyond the church.   
 
For those who were present for our 
Inaugural gathering and celebration last year, 
you witnessed a mighty move of the Holy Spirit 
where souls were saved!  We are inviting you to 
join us once again.  Our theme is still  " Stronger 
Together!"  Meet us there for a time of 
reflection, fellowship and fun.  Our very own 
Regional Pastor, Rev. Allen Harris, will offer 
insight and words of encouragement to remind 
us to keep moving forward together!!  We are 
looking forward to seeing you!! 
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