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Around The Region And In My Heart 
Rev. Allen V. Harris, Regional Pastor 

 
Can Curiosity Save The Church 

 
When I was young, I loved to read, as did my mother, 
although her interests leaned more towards romance novels 
and mine towards mysteries and biographies.  I recall a 
particular mystery book I read, given to me by my mother 
because it was written by one of her favorite romance 
novelists, Phyllis A. Whitney, but written for teenagers.  In her 
teen mystery book, "Mystery On The Isle Of Skye,” (1) a 
young girl, an orphan, named Cathy MacLeod who has been 
brought up by her beloved grandmother, who is now gravely 
ill, is flying to visit relatives in Scotland, from whence the 
MacLeod's first came.  On the trip Cathy carries a special box 
with her from her grandmother.  It is filled with fascinating 
"surprises” and clues that she must open in the course of her 
trip taking her on what we would recognize as a scavenger 
hunt.  She, and two young relatives about her own age, are drawn into a search for the answers to a 
series of mysteries connected to the surprises in the box.  She learns about her family history, her 
own abilities and gifts, and gains a new sense of purpose and strength for her life from following the 
"path” that her grandmother invited her to follow.  Cathy did not have to do anything her 
grandmother had offered to her through the box of treasures, but she chose to do so and found 
herself open to new and more richly meaningful possibilities for her future. 
 
In reading one of the most familiar scripture texts of the Easter Season, Luke 24:13-35, commonly 
known as "The Road To Emmaus,” my mind wandered back to young Cathy on the Isle of Skye.  No, 
the disciples walking that road did not have a box of clues they had to open and decipher to lead 
them to their next stop along the way, but I do believe they noticed signs along the way which 
transformed them and their intended destination.  
 
Continue reading Allen's article at https://www.ccinoh.com/ccio-blog/2025/may/around-the-region-
and-in-my-heart-may-2025-article.aspx 

 
 

Camp Christian Work Day 

 
THIS SATURDAY! - YOU are invited to the 
Camp Christian Work Day 
May 10th, 2025 

 
From 7:00am until 5:00pm  
Attend as you are able 

 
Tasks suited for a wide range of ages and abilities. 
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Lunch, Snacks, Coffee and Water will be provided. 
 
There is no charge to participate, but please complete the online sign up (through the link 
below) so that staff can plan accordingly. 
 
For more information and to RSVP, go to https://www.ccinoh.com/regional-
calendar.aspx?events=11975&action=details 

 
Flyer is also attached. 
 

 
 

Two Disciples Participate In Voluntary 
Organizations Active in Disaster Annual 
Conference 

 
Members of the Heartland Conference (UCC) and 
Christian Church in Ohio (DOC) Disaster Response Team 
attended the Ohio VOAD (Voluntary Organizations 
Active in Disaster) annual conference at the Byxbe 
Center, Delaware, Ohio on Wednesday March 19, 
2025.   
 
The conference focused on the 4C's of 
VOAD…Cooperation, Communication, Coordination, 
Collaboration.  
 
DRT members present were Ed Karges, Tim McCollum, 
Dwaine Hemphill, Dave Zerby, Dennis Landaw, Kevin 
Gehres.  
 
In related news Bazetta Christian Church in Cortland has voted to become a "mini-depot” for the 
Disaster Response Team allowing those in the northeast part of Ohio to take disaster relief buckets & 
kits locally.  Rev. Timothy McCollum is Pastor. 
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All Camp Training Day & Open House A Success 

 
On Saturday, May 3 the Christian Church in 
Ohio offered its annual All Camp Training 
Day paired with our first Open 
House.  Nearly 50 Directors, Assistant 
Directors, Counselors, Leadership Team 
Members, and Staff participated in a full 
morning of training.  Two presenters led the 
participants in new and healthier ways of 
understanding the culture of camp.  Jill Frey, 
Executive Director of Outdoor Ministries of 
the Heartland Conference United Church of 
Christ led an informative discussion about 
"What Is Camp?” which also explored what 
camp isn't supposed to be.  Ally Bozeka, a 
teacher and the Director of this summer's 
high school CYF Conference led a session on 
Restorative Practices an alternative way to 
understand and address behavioral 
concerns.  David Stonebraker-Martinez, our 
Camp Christian Facilities Manager, led us 
through emergency, safety, and health 
procedures, and our Regional Minister, Rev. Allen Harris, led the morning and addressed important 
requirements like background checks, online Abuse Prevention Training, and general camp 
concerns.  After lunch each camp, conference, or retreat was invited to meet to do their own 
individual program planning. 
 
New this year was an Open House where all who wanted to explore the camp facilities, especially 
those who had never been to Camp Christian, were welcomed.  Information about the Summer Camp 
Program was available, as were hosts to provide tours.  Several of the camp teams set up displays 
and videos offering additional promotion for their programs.  And although the rain may have kept 
some away, at least ten families attended and checked out what we had to offer. 
 

 
 



Christian Church In Ohio Collaborates In Major Grant For 
Children's Ministry 

The Christian Church In Ohio has been invited to collaborates in a 
major grant for children's ministry with the Christian Church in in 
Kentucky who received a grant of 1.25 million dollars from Lilly 
Endowment Inc. to help establish Children Here, Children There, 
Children Worship Everywhere!  The program is funded through Lilly 
Endowment's Nurturing Children Through Worship and Prayer 
Initiative.  The aim of the national initiative is to support faith-based 
organizations as they help children grow in faith and deepen their 
relationships with God. 
 
The Christian Church in Kentucky, in collaboration with the Christian 
Church in Ohio, has invited twelve churches and eight partner 
organizations to create 60 justice-based corporate worship resources 
over the next five years with children leading the way.  Each church will 
update their space and worship experience to be more child-friendly 
and welcoming.  The work within the worship will spread outside of the 
worship space into retreats that include creating worship materials and 
learning about how what we do as a church affects the communities in which we live.  
 
"The hope is that children and their families understand that an inclusive and intentional worship 
experience for children becomes an inclusive and intentional way to be faithful in the world.  May 
children remind us that the community worships a God who calls us into action everyday.”  Project 
Leader: Rev. Dr. Olivia Bryan Updegrove 

 
"Children need God, too. They need a worship experience that nurtures their spirits.  This grant will 
enable and empower congregations to bless children in their walk with the Lord.”  Associate Regional 
Minister for Faith Formation of the Christian Church in Kentucky: Rev. Josh Snyder 
 
"As a Regional Minister I sit alongside many church leaders who share the same passionate 
sentiment that what the church really needs is more children, youth, and families to help ensure its 
mission and ministry is vibrant well into the future.  And while we all know that there is more to 
congregational vitality than that, it is also true that ministry to and with young families brings energy 
and hope to faith communities.  This wonderful and visionary grant provides much needed resources, 
but more importantly, provides access to current best practices and networks of similar 
congregations.  I am grateful to the Lilly Foundation for all it does to help local congregations and 
their efforts to be renewed and to thrive.”  Regional Pastor and President of the Christian Church in 
Ohio: Allen V. Harris 

 
"Children belong in worship.  It is in worship that they can experience the love of God, the Holy 
Spirit, and come to appreciate the saving grace and power of Jesus' sacrifice on the Cross.  The 
partnership with churches and between the Kentucky and Ohio regions will be beneficial to the whole 
church.”  General Minister and President of the Christian Church in Kentucky: Rev. Dr. Donald K. 
Gillett, II 
 
Current Participating Churches: Anderson Hills Christian Church, Cincinnati, OH; Bullittsville 
Christian Church, Burlington, KY; Crittenden Christian Church, Crittenden, KY; Erlanger Christian 
Church, Erlanger, KY; First Christian Church, Georgetown, KY; First Christian Church, Middletown, 
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OH; Florence Christian Church, Florence, KY; Ft. Thomas Christian Church, Ft. Thomas, KY; 
Independence Christian Church, Independence, KY; Kemper Road Christian Church, Cincinnati/Forest 
Park, OH; Legacy Christian Church, Harrison, OH; Owenton Christian Church, Owenton, KY 

 
Current Partners: Be the Neighbor, Christmount, Deborah Women, Feeding the Multitudes, Fresh 
Start Shower Ministry, GenOn, Green Chalice, Nurse Advocacy Center for the Underserved 

 
Children Here, Children There, Children Worship Everywhere! is one of 170 organizations 
funded through three rounds of the initiative, which was launched in 2022.  The grants are funding 
efforts to help organizations that serve congregations in a broad spectrum of Christian traditions 
develop new and/or enhance existing programs as they design worship services and prayer practices 
that more intentionally and fully engage children. 
 
To find out more about the Lilly Foundation, Inc. go online to: https://lillyendowment.org/ 

 

 
 

The Christian Church In Ohio Collaborates In 
Black Church Rural And Small Town Ministry 
Initiative 

 
The Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary 
Black Church Studies was recently awarded a five-
year – 5-million-dollar grant for a Black Church 
Rural and Small Town Ministry Initiative.  The 
Christian Church in Kentucky, partnering with the 
Christian Church in Ohio, is 1 of 14 collaborators 
written within this grant.  The Christian Church in 
Kentucky will be able to sponsor equipping webinars 

and up to 15 micro-grants to Black rural and small-town  congregations each of the next five 
years.  The United Christian Church of Xenia has agreed to participate in the first round of these 
efforts. 
 
The aim of the Ministry in Rural Areas and Small Towns Initiative is to provide resources to help 
churches in rural areas and small towns enhance the vitality of their ministries and strengthen the 
leadership of the pastors and lay leaders who guide them. 
 
The BCRSMI seeks to support rural and small-town Black congregations and Christian faith leaders 
as pillars of faith, culture, and community while addressing challenges they face in sustaining their 
ministries.  The LPTS Black Church Rural & Small Towns Ministry Initiative, in addition, 
harnesses the strengths of Louisville Seminary's long-standing commitment to Black Church 
Studies (BCS). The BCS program at LPTS is nationally recognized for its ability to cultivate liberatory 
and prophetic leaders who are deeply informed by both historical and contemporary understandings 
of Black Christianity, Black religious life, and the broader experience of Black life.  
 
The BCRSMI will amplify the Seminary's focus on equipping leaders to serve rural and small-town 
Black congregations. It will ensure they are empowered with theological knowledge, spiritual 
resilience, and practical tools to navigate their evolving ministry contexts. 
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Four Key Priorities of the LPTS Black Church Rural & Small Towns Ministry Initiative: 

1. Church Growth – Supporting holistic growth beyond numerical metrics to foster 
transformation in congregations and communities. 

2. Evangelism – Equipping churches to reimagine and implement innovative, liberative 
evangelism practices. 

3. Engagement with Black Church Rural Heritage – Connecting historical Black Church 
practices with innovative responses to present-day challenges. 

4. Black Women in Ministry – Recognizing and empowering Black women leaders to address 
their unique challenges and enhance their vital roles in ministry. 

 
The BCRSMI will focus on Black church leaders and organizations serving rural and small-town 
congregations through educational programming, resources, and sub-granting. Specific activities 
include: 

• Sankofa Project – Documenting Black Church traditions through oral history. 
• Continuing Education Certificates – Offering tailored theological and leadership training. 
• Seminars – Addressing leadership needs for rural and small-town pastors. 
• Workshops & Conferences – Specialized tracks at BCS events to explore challenges and 

opportunities for rural and small-town churches. 
• Virtual Network – Facilitating collaboration among church, community, and nonprofit 

leaders. 
• Leadership Summits & Cohorts – Supporting marginalized leaders, including Black 

women and LGBTQIA+ individuals, through leadership formation groups. 
• Micro-Grants – Funding practical ministry projects aligned with initiative priorities. 

 
To find out more about the program, go online to: https://www.lpts.edu/grant-initiatives/#bcrsmi 
 

 
 

Summer Camp & Conference 
Registration 

 
With early bird registrations still 
coming in the mail, we've already 
received over 225 registrations for 
our Summer Programs and we've got 
room for plenty more!! 
 
We can't wait to see those who have already registered.  
 
Help us spread the word about the life-changing programs available at Camp Christian and don't 
forget, Camp is not limited to members of your church. All are welcome! There's still time to 
invite friends, family members, and/or children and youth in your communities to attend. 
 
Scholarships are available for all of our Camp programs. We never want money to be the reason 
someone doesn't attend. 
 
All of the details and forms are available at https://www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian/summer-
programs/form-downloads-and-links.aspx 
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Sacred Ground: Rethinking Place, Purpose, and Ministry 

 
An Ecumenical Conversation on Community Development 
 
Join us for a special SPIRE Center session: a facilitated conversation with Jeff Jackson and Michael 
Howard on interim ministry, congregational transformation, and community development. At the 
center is a question many churches are asking: What do we do with our buildings? More than 
strategy, this is a conversation about presence and purpose—how our worship spaces can serve the 
neighborhoods we're called to love. We'll explore how to shift from survival thinking to sacred 
imagination, where the church becomes an incarnational community that nourishes and is nourished 
by its place. This session is for any congregation discerning what's next—whether wrestling with 
property, facing limited resources, or seeking faithful ways to engage their communities. 
 
Details and registration at https://livingwaterone.org/Sacred-Ground/ 
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Disciples Fellowship Retreat 

 
Memorial Day Weekend 
May 23 – 25 at Camp Christian 

 
For families and adults of ALL ages! 
 
Disciples Fellowship Retreat is privileged to enjoy 
the beauty of God's creation each time we visit 
Camp Christian. We would like to take the 
opportunity to share how we enjoy God's beautiful 
gift to us in our lives outside of camp as well. For us 
to do this, many of our fellow campers will be 
sharing their skills in responsible outdoor recreation. 
This may include tent camping, gardens, nature 
walks, boating skills, and more. 
 
Registration and more information 

at https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/disciples-fellowship.aspx 

 

 
 

Sports Camp 

June 22-28 at Camp Christian 
For ages 7 – 18 

 
Are you (or your Kids/Grandkids) ages 7 – 18 and 
would like to spend another week at Camp Christian 
this summer? Or maybe you/they are not able to 
attend the Camp or Conference you normally 
attend? Well, great news, the Heartland Conference 
UCC is hosting Sports Camp June 22-28 at Camp 
Christian! 
 
Attendees will learn more about themselves, their 
faith, as well as the fundamentals of sports and 
teamwork. You don't have to be a super athlete, 

you just have to try! 
 
For details and registration through the Heartland Conference, go to 
https://heartlanducc.org/storycontinues/ 
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Adult Conference 2025 

 
Jointly sponsored by the Heartland Conference of the United Church of 
Christ and the Christian Church in Ohio (Disciples of Christ) 

June 23-27 at Northwest Christian Church in Columbus 

 
Our Theme: Jesus Still Matters! 
 
Our Bible Lecturer & Vesper Speaker: Rev. Carl Robinson 

 
Our Conference Choir Director: Michael Grimm, St. Andrew's Christian 
Church, Dublin 

 
Cost: $245 – Full Conference Registration and most meals. There are also partial attendance 
options.  
 
Our Hotel: Hampton Inn & Suites Columbus-University Area, 3160 Olentangy River Road, Columbus, 
OH 43202. Participants will reserve their own room, but block of rooms saved.  Use this direct link by 
clicking HERE or call +1 (614) 268-8700 to make your reservations.  The group code is C-902 and is 
called "Christian Church In Ohio 2025.” 

 
More information and registration available at https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/adult-
conference.aspx 

 

 
 

May UCC/DOC Networks 

The Christian Church in Ohio is now partnering with the Heartland Conference of the United Church 
of Christ to do expanded mission and ministry through a series of Networks. Below you will see some 
of the upcoming Network gatherings. For more information about each of these and/or if you have 
any questions, please email the Rev. Karen Bruno, Network Coordinator, 
at networks@heartlanducc.org. 
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Save-The-Date: Ohio Council Of Churches Anti-Racism 
Sunday Set For October 19th 

 
On October 19, The Ohio Council of Churches will hold its 
5th Annual Anti-Racism Sunday.  
 
This worship experience is a time for individuals and 
congregations to gather in Christ's love and with a shared 
vision of unity and progress toward justice.   
 
Under the theme, "Say No To Racism.  Say Yes To The Beloved 
Community”– you can participate in worship live on the Ohio 
Council of Churches Facebook page or at a participating 
congregation throughout the state. 
 
The Ohio Council of Churches (OCC) is a partnership of 18 
Christian denominations throughout Ohio committed to unity, 
justice and peace. 
 

 
 

In Faithful Expectation We Ask, "If Not Now, 
When? If Not You, Who?” 

 
Below you will find the next in the series of 
devotions for our If Not Now, When?... If Not 
You, Who? Fundraising campaign.  Thanks goes 
out to Mary Arnold for writing this and several 
upcoming devotions.  Working with the Prayer 
Team, others will follow regularly.  Our hope is to 
send a devotion out to churches and individuals as 
a means to ground our efforts in scripture and 
inspire others.  Our goal is that a devotion is 
available each month of the 36 month campaign. 
 
We will also make available the first 7 devotions to 
churches to use as a one week devotion book to 
use during your prayerful consideration of how you 

will participate in the "If Not Now, When?? And If Not You, Who” campaign. They will also be 
available for the Cluster meetings and on our website www.ccinoh.com/campaign. 
 
Please share this devotion with your friends and family.  
 
Scripture- Luke 12: 15-21 - 15 And he said to them, "Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds 
of greed, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” 16 Then he told them a 
parable: "The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 17 And he thought to himself, 'What should I 
do, for I have no place to store my crops?' 18 Then he said, 'I will do this: I will pull down my barns 
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and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, 
Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.' 20 But God said to 
him, 'You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, 
whose will they be?' 21 So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich 
toward God.” 

 
I was raised by parents who lived through the great depression. In addition, my father was a POW 
for 22 months in a German prison camp during WWII. They were thrifty to an extreme. As a result,  I 
am a saver, and steward of resources. I use only small amounts of shampoo, soap, toothpaste—just 
enough to get the job done, and use the product down to the last drop. I recycle, I keep things that I 
think can be used for another purpose, and I shop for second-hand goods as often as possible 
(another thing I learned from my parents). At times in my faith formation, I have questioned whether 
my saving behavior verges on a sin of hoarding or saving up for my benefit rather than for the 
benefit of God's purposes. The scripture from Luke cautions us against storing up treasures for our 
use without also being rich toward God. As I look at my own participation in the If Not Now, 
When…If Not You (me!) Who campaign, I have had to pray fervently and trust God to my best 
ability. It helps that my life has been enriched by Camp Christian and that I have seen the blessings 
that recipients have received from the outreach partners in the campaign. I encourage you to join me 
in fervent prayer to determine your participation and response to God's call for this great opportunity. 
 
Prayer: 
Loving and generous God. Thank you for your patience with me as I struggle with giving and sharing. 
Help me to see and feel the benefits of generosity through you. Help me to keep what I need and 
share all that I can. 
Through the witness of Jesus Christ, Amen 

 
Mary Arnold 
First Christian Church, Zanesville 
Member of "If Not Now, When…If Not You, Who committee 

 

 
 

Rev. Timothy Brown Retires As Pastor Of Bailey Road 
Christian Church In Cuyahoga Falls 

On Sunday, April 27 the Rev. Timothy Brown officially retired 
from pastoral ministry following 12 years as Pastor at Bailey Road 
Christian Church in Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio.   
 
Rev. Brown has served in congregational ministry for nearly 26 
years staring as an associate pastor at First Christian Church in 
Ashland followed by pastoral service at First Christian Church, 
Massillon and Disciples Christian Church in Boardman.   
 
Rev. Brown will serve as a full-time chaplain with National Church 
Residences where he had been working part-time previously.  
 

 



 

Pastor Jeff Wilder Receives NAACP Award At May 2 Gala 

 
On Friday, May 2, Pastor Jeff Wilder received the Community Service 
Award from the Middletown NAACP at their Scholarship & Freedom 
Fund Gala 2025. It was held at the Middletown Event Center.   
 
Since Pastor Wilder was unable to attend the Rev. Thomas Barnes 
and Christy Johnson attended to receive the honor for Pastor Jeff 
who is Senior Pastor of First Christian Church of Middletown and 
serves as Co-Chair of the Pro-Reconciliation/Anti-Racism Commission 
for the Christian Church in Ohio. 
 

 
 

 
Nathan Berlyoung To Receive Honor At Eagle Scout 
Court Of Honor 

 
Nathan Daniel Berlyoung, son of Dan and the Rev. Jennifer 
Berlyoung, will receive his Eagle Scout Award at a Court of 
Honor at the end of the month.  A public celebration will be 
held at his church, Harmony Springs Christian Church in the 
near future.  
 
Nathan's project was to build a bridge over a stream between 
the Harmony Grows garden (on the property of Harmony 
Springs CC, but its own 501C3 entity) and the garden shed. It 
was literally his plan for two years before he finally hit the 
right scout level to start the project. He was officially project 
manager, overseeing a budget near $1000 and 100 volunteer 
hours from start to finish in approximately four work days.  
 
In this photo of the completed project, Nathan is the scout on 
the right, next to his dad, Dan Berlyoung, who has been a 
life-long scout and an adult leader for over a dozen years.  
 

 
 



Wauseon First Christian Church Youth and 
Adults Help Camp Christian 

 
The youth of First Christian Church of Wauseon 
chose this year to take their spring mission work 
trip to Camp Christian in early May.   
 
With the guidance of Camp Christian Facilities 
Manager, Dave Stonebraker-Martinez both youth 
and adults helped improve the camp and get it 
ready for our 2025 Summer Camp Program 
season.   While in town, they also got to visit the 
Columbus Zoo.   
 

Thanks to everyone who participated in this fun and valuable event! 
 

If a group from your Congregation (youth or adult) would like to camp to Camp Christian for a 
mission trip, please contact DStonebraker-Martinez@ccinoh.org. We'd love to host you! 
 

 
 

Wadsworth First Christian Church Seeking 
Director of Music Ministries 

 
First Christian Church of Wadsworth Ohio is seeking 
an innovative and inspirational Director of Music 
Ministries who will lead and develop our 
congregation's volunteer musical talent and 
resources in an engaging mix of traditional and 
contemporary hymns and praise songs, styles and 
instrumental elements that inspire multigenerational 
participation in dynamic and impactful worship that 
glorifies Jesus Christ.  This part-time position is 
estimated to require roughly 20 hours/week and will 
be compensated at $25,000 to $35,000 annually 
based on capabilities and experience. 
 
First Christian Church, (Disciples of Christ), is a theologically diverse, multigenerational family of 
believers with core values of Christian faith, compassion and community where welcoming ALL 
people to the Lord's Table is a central focus of Sunday worship.  We celebrate tradition while also 
seeking innovation in worship music as we strive for worship excellence in the glorification of, and 
service to, our Lord in an ever-changing world.  
 
Worship music is currently provided by a staff of volunteer singers and musicians with a range of 
talents, skill levels and passions. The church owns a piano, organ, keyboard, electric drum kit and a 
complete set of bells. The sanctuary is outfitted with a contemporary system of live sound, lighting, 
cameras and video, operated by a team of volunteer technicians and managed and controlled by 
Planning Center and Pro-Presenter software used to live-stream worship services. The ministry is also 

mailto:DStonebraker-Martinez@ccinoh.org
https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2552&m=2682&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=15272&l=-https--fccwadsworth.org/jobs


supported by a Song Select subscription, music library, a line-item in the annual budget and various 
other funding sources for innovation and continuing education. 
 
Forward resume and cover letter to Kevin Kaufman at kkaufman@fccwadsworth.org 

 
Full job description at https://fccwadsworth.org/jobs  
 

 
 

Important Announcement From The Office Of Disciples Men 

 
On April 1st, 2019 the Rev. Greg Alexander joined the Office of Disciples Men 
as the Director of Disciples Men. After having retired from full-time ministry as 
the regional minister in Kentucky, Greg came to this role as a part-time, 
contracted position. After six years of faithful, dedicated service to men's 
ministry in our denomination Greg has made the decision to retire from his role 
with Disciples Men and Disciples Home Missions. He is looking forward to 
spending more time with his family, and will cherish the opportunity to do the 
woodworking which he deeply enjoys. 
 
I cannot find the words to express how grateful I am for the mentorship Greg 
has extended to me over these past five years, and how much I cherish the 
friendship we have developed. I am deeply thankful for our partnership 
through some very challenging times, and will miss working with Greg in men's 
ministry! 

 
I am honored to announce that I have been asked to step in and serve as the Director of Disciples 
Men. For the time being I will be taking on all the responsibilities that Greg and I shared for the last 
several years. This position is a part-time, contracted position that I hold alongside my full-time role 
in regional ministry. I will be working with the leadership of DHM to discern the structural and 
staffing needs for Disciples Men throughout the year as we evaluate the optimal way to serve the 
needs of congregations and regions and support the vital work of men's ministry in the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ). 
 
I hope you will keep this ministry in your prayers, and if you have any thoughts or concerns, please 
reach out and share them with me as we continue to do the work to which God is calling us. 
 
Journeying Together, 
Alex Ruth 
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Pentecost Special Offering 

Received in many congregations June 1 & 8, 
2025 

 
GOING ABOVE AND BEYOND 

 
It's all about layers. 
God breathing life into dust. Moses leading 
people out of slavery into freedom. Hagar 
calling on God to remember God's covenant. 
Layer after layer. 
Mary saying yes. Jesus breaking 
bread. Young people seeing visions. Elders dreaming dreams. 
 
Our ancestors building a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world. Going above and beyond 
church as it's always been. Beyond borders and barriers. Beyond us and them. Building layers 
of community and color, spirituality and vision, justice and joy. Proclaiming the good news that the 
Spirit is still breathing new life and breaking new bread, and God's people are still seeing visions and 
dreaming dreams. 
 
Your participation in the 2025 Pentecost Offering lays down another layer, going above 
and beyond what's been done to what God's spirit is doing next. 
 
Half of the gifts made to this Special Day Offering remain in the region in which they are collected to 
support its new church movement. The other half goes to support the efforts of New Church Ministry, 
which trains, equips, and assists emerging and affiliating communities of faith and their leaders 
across the U.S. and Canada so that they can become movement initiators. Make a gift on June 1 and 
June 8 to ensure that new places of worship are created, and God's word is spread far and wide. Be 
a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world. 
 
Please give generously to the Pentecost Offering. 
 
More information, including worship resources, available 
at https://disciplesmissionfund.org/special-offerings/pentecost/ 
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National Benevolent Association (NBA) Events for 
Mental Health Awareness Month 

 
NBA's Mental Health and Wellness team will be hosting 
several events in May for Mental Health Awareness Month. 
Sign up today and plan to join us! 
Resilience in Transition: Navigating Change and Nurturing 
Care 

Wednesday, May 14th, 2:00pm ET/1:00pm CT 

Mental Health Sunday Service and Live Talkback 

Sunday, May 18th, 6:30pm ET/5:30pm CT 

SoulCare Lunch Break 

Wednesday, May 28th, 12:30pm ET/11:30 am CT 

 
These virtual events are free to attend, but registration is 
required.  
 
For additional details and to sign up go 
to https://buff.ly/c75WMVt. 
 

 
 

Congregational Delegates Are Central To The General Assembly 

 
This summer, from July 12-16, thousands of faithful 
members, friends, and ecumenical guests will gather in 
Memphis, Tennessee for our General Assembly.  Many 
of these will be the congregational delegates. 
 
In the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the 
United States and Canada the General Assembly is the 
primary church governing body composed of elected delegates from local congregations. These 
delegates, currently consisting of all clergy and two delegates from every congregation (with 
provision for larger congregations) represent their congregations and engage in dialogue, 
discernment, and prayer to shape the church's direction.  
 
Key aspects of General Assembly delegates in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ): 
 
Representation: Delegates represent their local congregations and regional communities and then 
share back what they experience and learn from the other congregations, Regional Churches, and the 
General Church. 
 
Mission & Vision: They engage in dialogue, discernment, prayer, and provide feedback to the 
General Board. 
 
Selection:  Each congregation selects its own delegates to send in the manner in which the 
congregation's governing documents or practices designate. 
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Faithful Conversation & Learning: While resolutions are still part of the process, dialogue, 
education, and discernment are the primary focuses of meetings. 
 
Worship, Community Building, Connection, and Play: A very important part of every General 
Assembly is the opportunity for delegates and other attendees to enjoy wonderful worship with 
world-class preachers and musicians, the chance to network with local, regional, and general 
ministries, visit the exhibition hall to learn what others are doing, and to enjoy the sights, sounds, 
and tastes of the host city. 
 
Enhanced Engagement: Starting from this General Assembly forward, the recent changes in the 
Design and Covenant, the new model will allow for increased engagement across the life of the 
church, including those who may not have had access to decision-making structures. It will also allow 
for ongoing dialogue, education, and mission priorities.  Future delegates serve three-year terms, 
with one new representative each year to ensure continuity.  The focus will be shifting from primarily 
voting on resolutions to a more collaborative approach to decision-making.  
 
While not required, it would be very helpful for each congregation to share the names 
and email addresses of their delegates with the Regional Church Office at 
ccio@ccinoh.org. We hope to have at least one virtual delegate meet-and-greet and training prior 
to the Assembly. 
 

 
 

Camp Christian Volunteers 

Email ohio.camp.christian@gmail.com for details and to volunteer. 
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