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Around The Region And In My Heart 
Rev. Allen V. Harris 
Regional Pastor & President 
 
Is Easter Still Easter If It Only Comes In Small Ways? 
 
I offer you my deepest apologies.  I'm still deep in my Lenten 
Funk, if you really must know.  Yes, I long ago recognized that I 
am far too beholden to the weather outside my library window 
where I do much of the office portion of my ministry.  The drab 
gray days and snow, rain, and that darn "wintry mix” just drag 
my soul down.  I am having to step away from my laptop a lot 
and take more naps throughout the day, and not simply 
because I'm tired but because I simply cannot imagine getting 
through the day without hiding under a thick blanket and 
cocooning for thirty minutes or so.  But this Lent it is more than that, far more than simply "seasonal affective 
disorder” that has got me down. 
 
I'm also incredibly anxious – more than I've ever been before.  I'm deeply concerned about the chaos and 
mean-spiritedness of our political world and whether or not the democratic ideal we have talked about and 
fought for in this country for so long will ever be truly realized for all people who live here.  I'm worried about 
our churches and speculate how we ever got so far behind the eight ball on evaluating and letting go of old 
programming and ways of organizing church, of being innovative, of honoring creativity and exploration and 
so dependent upon familiarity, institutionalism, and comfort.  
 
Recently I asked myself the very hard question: "Do I really believe that Easter is possible this year and that 
resurrection is a reality for myself, for Christians, for the global community?”  I mean, it seems to me the very 
essence of what Christ's resurrection meant so many years ago is suddenly suspect, questioned, ridiculed, and 
even persecuted.  The deep empathy and constant compassion Jesus showed for those around him, even 
those vastly different from himself and beyond his own religious and political commitments are seen as 
weaknesses and even "sinful.”  The inclusive and expanding nature of the community that Christ exhibited, the 
disciples took on, and the apostles lived into seems to be ignored, even demonized, by Christian and secular 
leaders alike.  
 
I know it's pretty disturbing to think of a Regional Minister questioning the possibility and power of the 
resurrection, but that is where my heart and mind are these days.  But as I've been pondering it, I also am 
aware that I seem to be holding up before myself (and others?) an image of Easter and the resurrection that is 
more like the flashy celebrations of the media and corporate marketing than the original biblical event.  If I 
hold to a resurrection that must be a big bang with the entire world around me filled with brightly colored 
eggs, blooming flowers of every color in the spectrum, chocolate bunnies and feasts galore, trumpets blaring 
and angelic choirs shaking the pews, then yes.  It is probably unlikely that kind of an Easter will come to me 
this year. 
 
But if I reread scripture carefully and notice what really is in the text, I may realize that the first Easter came in 
a different, much quieter and more subtle way.  If I understand this, then there may be hope for a resurrection 
this year.  If I listen for the gardener quietly reassuring me, it will be okay… If I am open to the stranger's wise 



teaching on the road to my next destination…  If I'm not too scared to touch the open wound of my savior and 
look into his eyes… If I can only believe that simple things of life like bread and drink can truly represent, re-
present, the very being and presence of God in our midst… then, and maybe then, I might be ready to witness 
resurrection. 
 
In this world where it seems meanness, selfishness, scaring people, stoking fear, and threats of violence seem 
to rule the day, I hope I will take a deep breath and seek not the earth-shaking, bedazzling turnaround 
demanded by an EASTER CELEBRATION, but the everyday, simple, and yet still transforming moments of 
profound resurrection hope.  Who knows, perhaps my word or act of kindness to a stranger, my showing up to 
a rally or posting on social media, even my simple article in a Regional Church newsletter might be that sign of 
new life and hope for someone else. 
 
What do you say?  Let's you and me both look for a simpler, quieter, but no less profound sign of new life this 
Easter.  That sounds doable.  Agreed?  Agreed. 
 
May It Be So. 
 
Faithfully Yours, 
Allen 
 

 
 
General Assembly Preachers Announced 
 
Introducing the preachers for the 2025 
General Assembly: ready to spark 
innovation, challenge limits, and 
reimagine what's possible.   
 
Preacher's include:  
Rev. Terri Hord Owens, Dr. Bernice King, 
Rev. April Lewton, Rev. Brian Kirk, Dr. 
Steven Cady, Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins, 
Rev. Dr. Dick Hamm, and Rev. John 
Humbert.   
 
Don't miss out! Register today to explore 
what it means to go BEYOND 
expectations and live into God's 
boundless possibilities. 
 
The General Assembly will be July 12-15 and held in Memphis, Tennessee.  
 
For more information, resources and registration for the General Assembly, go to https://ga.disciples.org/. 
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Camp Sunday A Wonderful Success! 
 

Many congregations around the Christian Church in Ohio celebrated "Camp, Conference, & Retreat Sunday” 
(or just "Camp Sunday”) on Sunday, March 30th.  Others celebrated it earlier in the year or have plans to 
celebrate later after Easter.  In any case, word is getting out in creative ways about the wonderful and 
comprehensive program of faith formation and Christian education provided by the Christian Church in Ohio, 
especially through our Summer Camp Program at Camp Christian. 
 

Camp songs replaced the usual hymns.  Camp t-shirts and blue jeans were worn instead of the usual sports 
coats and dresses.  One church had a camp bingo going on during the worship, with the prize being a 
scholarship add-on for camp.  Another congregation had green camp chairs and a faux campfire on the 
chancel.  Kids (and a few adults) colored Junior Camp, Chi Rho, and CYF coloring pages.  Testimonials were 
given about life-changing experiences as summer camp.  Sermons lifted up scriptures about meeting God in 
special set-apart places.  
 

The pictures with this article offer a glimpse into just a few of the fun and meaningful experiences around the 
Christian Church in Ohio.  We hope to gather more from other congregations (send them to 
ccio@ccinoh.org).  If you haven't had a chance to celebrate Camp, Conference, and Retreat Sunday, there is 
still time!  A full set of resources are available on our website at https://www.ccinoh.com/regional-
calendar.aspx?events=12445&action=details 
 

And if you are simply ready to register for one or more of our Summer Camp Programs, check it all out here: 
https://www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian/summer-programs.aspx 
 

LINKED HERE is a graphic that can be used as a bulletin insert and/or flyer to post and share. 
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Celebrate Christ's Resurrection By Celebrating Earth 
Day & Creation Justice 
 
The Psalmist proclaims a great truth: "The earth is 
the Lord's and all that is in it, the world, and those who 
live in it!” (Psalm 24:1)  From the moment we read that 
God placed humanity in the garden with the expressed 
purpose of caring for it (Genesis 2:15), we understand 
that we humans have been tasked with being good 
stewards of God's good earth.  As we once again 
celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ this month we 
are invited to commit ourselves to new life and new 
hope, and renewing our dedication to caring for the earth as a wonderful way to do just that.  This article 
seeks to help our congregations across the Christian Church in Ohio to begin or renew their commitment to 
better stewardship of all of creation. 
 
One of the primary ways congregations and faith communities can begin exploring a commitment to 
stewardship, sustainability, and creation care is by following the steps to become a Green Chalice 
Ministry.  The guidelines and most extensive set of resources can be found on the Green Chalice site that is 
part of our Disciples Home Missions constellation of ministries.  Check out the resources at: 
https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/ministry-programs/green-chalice/ 
 
Here Is the current listing of Green Chalice Ministries in the Christian Church in Ohio in alphabetical order.  If 
your congregation has officially become a Green Chalice Ministry or is in process of becoming one and is NOT 
on this list, please send the Regional Office the information, including a person to serve as a Green Chalice 
Liaison to the Regional Church: 
 
Christian Church in Ohio officially designated Green Chalice Congregations & Clergy (in no particular order): 

• First Christian Church, Bowling Green 
• Disciples Christian Church, Cleveland Heights 
• Northwest Christian Church, Columbus 
• Bazetta Christian Church, Cortland 
• St. Andrews Christian Church, Dublin 
• Washington Avenue Christian Church, Elyria 
• First Christian Church, Kent 
• Good Shepherd Christian Church, Macedonia 
• Mantua Center Christian Church, Mantua 
• First Christian Church, Middletown 
• Heights Christian Church, Shaker Heights 
•  Harmony Springs Christian Church, Uniontown 
• First Christian Church, Wilmington 
• First Christian Church, Zanesville 

 
IN PROCESS 

• Lake Shore Christian Church, Euclid 
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There are many, many specific things and helpful policies that congregations can institute to live into creation 
care.  One of the specific things congregations can do is around a very common church practice: fellowship 
dinners.  Moving away from use of Styrofoam and plastic cups, plates, and utensils and either using reusable 
or sustainable dinnerware.  For purchasing compostable and sustainable dinnerware, here are a few options: 

• Green Paper Products: https://greenpaperproducts.com/ 
• WebRestaurantStore Eco-Friendly Options: https://www.webstaurantstore.com/599/eco-friendly-

dinnerware-.html 
• Green Pond Packaging: https://www.greenpondpackaging.com/ 
• Eco-Smart (by Dixie): https://www.ecosmartbrand.com/ 

 
If your congregation has other or better sources for sustainable or compostable dinnerware, please share 
them with the Regional Church Office. 
 
Finally, many of our congregations have begun using the land around their church for Community Gardens and 
then providing that fresh food for members, local schools, and community members.  Some are creating 
pollinator and butterfly gardens as well to increase the diversity of the environment.  Some congregations we 
know who have Community Gardens include: Harmony Springs Christian Church in Green, Lake Shore Christian 
Church in Euclid, and First Christian Church in Zanesville.  If your congregation would like to start a community 
garden, please contact the Regional Minister and he will connect you with the leaders of these church-based 
community gardens. 
 

 
 

Celebrating The Life & Legacy Of Ruby Hawkins 
 
The Christian Church in Ohio recently received a bequest for 
$13,133.38 for Camp Christian from the estate of Ruby J. 
Hawkins, 81, of Warren, who died on Sunday, Aug. 6, 2023.  Per 
the Regional Church Camp Christian Endowment Policy, this gift 
goes into the Camp Christian Endowment and becomes part of 
the permanent fund, of which only the dividends are used to 
help underwrite the operating expenses of Camp Christian.  This 
policy can be found our on Regional Church website HERE.  
 
Her pastor, Rev. Norm Witthuhn of Lordstown Christian Church, 
shared his remembrances of Ruby: "Ruby and her husband were 
the heartbeat at their church in Lordstown.  She always knew 
what would work to keep up the faith and leadership at the 
church.  Despite her medical issues, she had the sparkling energy 
in sharing the love of Christ. A great Sunday School teacher.  My 
tenure with her as pastor was too short.” 

 
The August 8,, 2023 edition of the Tribune Chronicle included this tribute to her: 
 
For anyone who knew Ruby: most would describe her as a generous, kind-hearted person who had a passion 
for cooking and then taking her meals and feeding family, friends or whomever else she thought needed some 
good, wholesome meals.  Ruby was a faithful servant and was an active member of the Lordstown Christian 
Church.  She was also a member of the Delta Kappa Gamma Sorority, and the Trumbull area State Teachers 

https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2546&m=2676&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=15147&l=-https--greenpaperproducts.com/
https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2546&m=2676&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=15148&l=-https--www.webstaurantstore.com/599/eco-friendly-dinnerware-.html
https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2546&m=2676&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=15148&l=-https--www.webstaurantstore.com/599/eco-friendly-dinnerware-.html
https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2546&m=2676&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=15149&l=-https--www.greenpondpackaging.com/
https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2546&m=2676&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=15150&l=-https--www.ecosmartbrand.com/
https://www.ccinoh.com/media/276680/list_of_restricted_funds_as_of_oct_2020.pdf
https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2546&m=2676&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=15152&l=-https--www.tribtoday.com/obituaries/2023/08/ruby-j-hawkins-1942-2023/


Retirement System group.  When she wasn't donating her time to the church or cooking in the kitchen, you 
could usually find her playing cards, especially on Tuesday. 
 
On July 28, 1979, Ruby married her husband, Jerry L. Hawkins.  Together they shared 39 years of marriage, 
until his passing Dec. 4, 2018. 
 
The full obituary article can be read at https://www.tribtoday.com/obituaries/2023/08/ruby-j-hawkins-1942-
2023/. 
 
We give thanks for the life of Ruby Hawkins and now for her legacy that lives on with Camp Christian and the 
faith formation programs of the Christian Church in Ohio. 
 

 
 
Bud And Juanita Krause Family Gifts If Not Now, When? 
If Not You, Who? Campaign 
 
On Sunday, March 30 as part of the Camp Sunday 
Celebration at First Christian Church of Zanesville, the 
family of Bud and Juanita Krause, who both recently 
died, gave a ceremonial check in the amount of $1,000 
to Rev. Allen V. Harris.  This gift from the family and the 
church was to help the If Not Now, When? If Not You, 
Who Capital Campaign to help expand the ministry of 
the Christian Church in Ohio and Camp Christian.  
 
Bud and Juanita were longtime members of First 
Christian Church of Zanesville.  Bud was a lifelong 
member of First Christian Church having served as Board Moderator, Elder, Deacon and Trustee.  He served 
Over 30 years as Sunday School Superintendent, 59 years singing in the Church Choir, many years as youth 
group leader.  Bud was active in the Regional Disciples Men's Fellowship and was a Chi Rho Camp counselor 
for 25+ years.  Juanita was a member of The First Christian Church in Zanesville since 1951.  She served as an 
Elder, Deaconess and Sunday School Teacher for several years.  She was also a leader of the Senior High Youth 
Groups for several years. She was an active member of the Christian Women's Ministries as the treasurer for 
20 years. 
 
Rev. Laureen Roe, Senior Pastor of First Christian Church of Zanesville, shared this memory: "I first met Bud 
when I came to Zanesville for my interview Sunday.  The first thing he wanted me to know about me was did I 
go to Camp Christian.  We then figured out all the people we knew in common.  It didn't take me long to figure 
out what everyone in Zanesville already knew.  Bud Krause was Mr. Camp Christian!  It is no surprise that the 
Krause family chose Camp Christian to receive $1000 from the Bud and Juanita Krause Memorial Fund.  The 
whole family has been impacted by the ministries of Camp Christian.  Bud and Juanita would be thrilled to 
know that their gift is helping to ensure that their great-grandchildren and others like them will experience the 
wonder of God at Camp Christian.” 
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Advance Spring Retreat 
April 11-13 
at Camp Christian 
 
For young adults ages 19 – 30 (at least one year out of high school) 
 
Register online by clicking HERE 
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Open Interviews at Camp Christian 
 
There will be open interviews for Summer Staff at Camp Christian on Sunday, April 13th from 12-4pm in the 
Dining Hall. Anyone who is interested is invited! 
 
If you, or someone you know, is interested, but absolutely can't make that day, email 
ohio.camp.christian@gmail.com or call the # on the below flyer. 
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Save The Date! – Disciples Fellowship Retreat 
Memorial Day Weekend 
May 23 – 25 at Camp Christian 
 

A Camp Christian Creation Connections Fair! 
 

Disciples Fellowship Retreat is privileged to enjoy the beauty of God's 
creation each time we visit Camp Christian. We would like to take the 
opportunity to share how we enjoy God's beautiful gift to us in our lives 
outside of camp as well.  
 

For us to do this, many of our fellow campers will be sharing their skills in 
responsible outdoor recreation. This may include tent camping, gardens, 
nature walks, boating skills, and more. Have a special skill or hobby you would 
like to share? Or for any questions, email us today! ohiodfr@gmail.com 
 

More information and registration will be available soon at 
https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/disciples-fellowship.aspx 
 

 
 
Save The Date: Men's Prayer Breakfast, August 9, 2025 - First Christian Church in Middletown 
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Lake Shore Christian Church Hosts Arbor Day Celebration 
 
Looking for a great way to kick off the Spring season with the whole family?!  
 
Your Lakeshore Community Garden is hosting its first Arbor Day celebration on Saturday, April 26, from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m..  Arbor day is a time that we appreciate all the important things trees do for us, our 
communities, and our surrounding ecosystems, and what better way than to celebrate with a 
community festival and BBQ!  Join us in learning about trees and exploring and supporting our future 
community garden in a fun and hands-on community event.  We'll have fun for the whole family from a 
neighborhood BBQ, craft tables, games, prizes, spring raffle, and you can take part in our garden's tree 
plantings, with trees donated by Bartlett Tree Experts. 
 
Lake Shore Christian Church is located at 28010 Lakeshore Blvd., Euclid, OH 44132.  Brandon Weeber is their 
Community Gardener, the Rev. Brian Moore is Senior Pastor, and the Rev. Dr. Martina Moore is their Associate 
Pastor. 
 

 



 
Good Friday Blues & Lamentations Jazz Concert 
 
You are invited to the Gateway Jazz Band's Good 
Friday Blues & Lamentations concert being held 
at Good Shepherd Christian Church.  
 
This meaningful concert is open to the 
community. I hope some of you and your 
congregations will join us!  If you are not familiar 
with this, the Gateway Jazz Band performed this 
at Trinity Cathedral in Cleveland for years and 
more recently around different congregations in 
the Cleveland Greater Area. 
 
The address for the Church is 9571 Shepard Road, Macedonia, OH 44056. 
 

 
 
 

Afternoon Out For Literacy Supports Broadway 
Christian Church's Summer Reading Program 
 
Every summer Broadway Christian Church in 
Cleveland, Ohio offers a five-week intensive 
literacy program free of charge to the children 
and youth of their neighborhood.  On Saturday, 
April 26, 2025 from 1-4 p.m. they will host an 
"Afternoon Out For Literacy” at the North 
Olmsted Evangelical Friends Church, 5665 Great 
Northern Blvd., North Olmsted, Ohio 
44070.  Come anytime between 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. 
and place your raffle tickets, enjoy a light meal, 
and support the 48th year of this faithful church by 
raising scholarship money so that inner-city 
students can attend the program free of charge. 

 
To find out more about the program, the current list fundraising raffle items, and/or to donate directly to 
support the program go to their website: https://www.broadwaychristianchurchsummerreadingprog.org/ or 
their Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/BroadwayChristianChurchSummerReadingProgram 
 

 
 

https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2546&m=2676&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=15155&l=-https--www.broadwaychristianchurchsummerreadingprog.org/
https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2546&m=2676&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=15156&l=-https--www.facebook.com/BroadwayChristianChurchSummerReadingProgram
https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2546&m=2676&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=15155&l=-https--www.broadwaychristianchurchsummerreadingprog.org/


Camp Our Way 
For those with special needs who are ages 7 and 
up with an adult companion* 
 
The Good Samaritan 
Jesus Teaches Us To Help 
 
Friday, May 16th – Sunday, May 18th 
at Camp Christian 
 
Activities include Games, Crafts, Cooking, Nature 
Activities, Campfire, Ho Down & More! 
 
*Please note, there is limited space for this event, and will be based in the Monroe Lodge. Each Camper and 
Companion will share a room in the Monroe Lodge, which holds up to 40 people. If an additional adult is 
attending with the Camper/Companion, they will have overnight accommodations in a different building. 
 
Questions? Contact daunseitz@gmail.com 
 
Details and registration at https://www.ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx?events=12430&action=details 
 

 
 

Plan NOW To Attend Adult Conference 2025 
 
Jointly sponsored by the Heartland Conference of the 
United Church of Christ and the Christian Church in Ohio 
(Disciples of Christ) 
 
June 23-27 at Northwest Christian Church in Columbus 
 
Our Theme: Jesus Still Matters! 
 
Our Bible Lecturer & Vesper Speaker: Rev. Carl Robinson 
 
Our Conference Choir Director: Michael Grim, St. 
Andrew's Christian Church, Dublin 
 
Cost: $245 – Full Conference Registration and most 
meals. There are also partial attendance options.  
 

Our Hotel: Hampton Inn & Suites Columbus-University Area, 3160 Olentangy River Road, Columbus, OH 
43202. Participants will reserve their own room, but block of rooms saved.  Use this direct link by 
clicking HERE or call +1 (614) 268-8700 to make your reservations.  The group code is 902 and is called 
"Christian Church In Ohio 2025.” 
 
More information and registration available at https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/adult-
conference.aspx 
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In Faithful Expectation We Ask, "If Not Now, When? If 
Not You, Who?” 
 
Below you will find the next in the series of devotions 
for our If Not Now, When?... If Not You, 
Who? Fundraising campaign.  Thanks goes out to Mary 
Arnold for writing this and several upcoming 
devotions.  Working with the Prayer Team, others will 
follow regularly.  Our hope is to send a devotion out to 
churches and individuals as a means to ground our 
efforts in scripture and inspire others.  Our goal is that a 
devotion is available each month of the 36 month 
campaign. 
 
We will also make available the first 7 devotions to 
churches to use as a one week devotion book to use 
during your prayerful consideration of how you will 
participate in the "If Not Now, When?? And If Not You, Who” campaign. They will also be available for the 
Cluster meetings and on our website www.ccinoh.com/campaign. 
 
Please share this devotion with your friends and family.  
 
Scripture – Luke 6:38 – The measure of giving: Give and it will be given to you. 
 
Sir Winston Churchill said we make a living by what we get but we make a life by what we give. 
 
In today's society, it seems that people are largely looking to get more—more money, more things, more likes. 
Time is spent in pursuit of stuff and attention. If you have ever found yourself in a pursuit like this, did you 
ever get to the point where you had enough? Or did you find yourself hesitant to part with what you had for 
fear of not reaching your goals. Luke suggests that giving will result in receiving. Perhaps a better approach to 
having what you need might be to adopt an attitude of giving. Enough is a product of attitude more than 
quantity. When we give to worthy causes, we receive a bounty of good feelings which leads to an attitude of 
satisfaction—a quality of "enough”. Perhaps how well we live is largely determined not by how much we get 
from life but by how much we can give. 
 
Prayer: 
Holy God, help me to give more than I take. Let my giving be a blessing to the receiver of my gift, to me and to 
you. 
In gratitude, Amen 
 
Mary Arnold 
First Christian Church, Zanesville 
Member of "If Not Now, When…If Not You, Who committee 
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Daniel Mitchell, Nephew Of Pastor Pete Cascio, Receives 
Scholarships From TCU! 
 
We recently learned the wonderful news that Daniel Mitchell, 
son of Penny and Tom Mitchell and nephew of the late Pastor 
Pete Casio, received two major scholarships to attend Texas 
Christian University (TCU)!   
 
TCU is a Disciples of Christ-related University in Fort Worth, 
Texas.  
 
Daniel received BOTH the Chancellor's Scholarship and the 
Trustees Scholarship which will pay full tuition and living 
expenses.  Daniel is a gifted young man and we are excited for 
him and his family. 
 

 

 
 
Rev. Dr. Judy Alston Offers Prayer For Columbus City Council 
 
At the invitation of Nancy Pryor Sully and the Columbus City Council, the Rev. 
Dr. Judy Alston was afforded the honor and privilege of praying for the city of 
Columbus and for city leaders for their March meeting to represent for 
Women's History Month.  
 
Thank you for your witness, Rev. Dr. Alston. 
 
 

 
 

Justice Creation Fellowships & Grants Announced 
 
Green Chalice and Disciples Home Missions are 
supporting a second cohort of Ministry Sites and Young 
Adult Fellows through the Justice and Creation Summer 
Fellowship in 2025. 
 
In 2024, 10 Ministry Sites hosted 13 young adult fellows 
across 7 regions. These fellows led creation care 
ministries, advocated for justice, planted pollinator-
friendly gardens, harvested vegetables, preserved 
waterways, and helped teach faithful responses to the 
climate crisis. 
 
We're inviting new sites and young leaders to join us! 
We are seeking 12 Ministry Sites to join the 2025 cohort 
and offering $3,000 grants per ministry site. 
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Application Deadline EXTENDED to April 15, 2025 
 
For more information and to apply: https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/justice-and-creation-summer-
fellowship-2025/ 
 

 
 
Chalice Press Offers Book On Creation Preaching 
Creation-Crisis Preaching: Ecology, Theology, and the Pulpit by Leah D. 
Schade 
 
Purchase this resource at: https://chalicepress.com/products/creation-
crisis-preaching 
 
"We need to green the pulpit if we're going to green the planet.” —Bill 
McKibben, co-founder of 350.org 
 
How can we proclaim justice for God's Creation in the face of global 
warming?  How does fracking fit with "the earth and its fullness are the 
Lord's?” 
 
Creation-Crisis Preaching works with the premise that all of Creation, 
including humankind, needs to hear the Good News of Jesus' resurrection 
in this age in which humanity is "crucifying” Creation.  Informed by years 
of experience as an environmental activist and minister, Leah Schade 
equips preachers to interpret the Bible through a green lens, become rooted in environmental theology, and 
learn how to understand their preaching context in terms of the particular political, cultural, and biotic setting 
of their congregation. 
 
Creation-Crisis Preaching provides both theoretical grounding and practical tips for preachers to create 
environmental sermons that are relevant, courageous, creative, pastoral, and inspiring. 
 

 
 

Meet the 2025 Peace Interns! 
 
Disciples Peace Fellowship is excited to welcome Ella Johnson, 
Chrys Beckley, and Ruthie Weeks as 2025 DPF Peace Interns! 
 
To learn all about the newest Peace Interns, go to 
https://www.disciplespeace.org/follow-the-
interns/2025/3/27/meet-the-2025-dpf-peace-interns. 
 
Plus, learn how you can support the Peace Intern Program 
through the Kirby Page Endowment Fund! 
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You are invited to Disciples Day at Chautauqua, New 
York, Sunday July 27, 2025 
 
9:30 a.m. Worship and Communion, at The Disciples 
House-32 Clark Avenue Chautauqua, NY 
Rev. Thad Allen, Preaching, Northeastern Regional 
Minister 
 
10:45 a.m. Worship in the Chautauqua Amphitheater 
Rabbi Peter Berg, Chaplain of The Week 
 
12:00 a.m.  Lunch on Gathering Deck at the Disciples 
Houses with entertainment (Bring your own lunch-
dessert provided) 
 
1:00 p.m. Chautauqua Disciples Annual Meeting 
(open to all) 
Reports on our mission, ministry and projects, Election of Board Trustees 
 
3:00 p.m. Family Entertainment in the Amphitheater 
123 Andres, grammy-winning group provides interactive music 
 
Admission to the Chautauqua Institution is free on Sundays 
Stop at the gate for an entrance pass or order online. Free parking until 5:00 p.m.  
 
Questions and/or to let them know you are coming, email at: Chq.disciples@gmail.com 
 

 
 

Take action for Earth Day and become a Climate 
Ambassador! 
 
Take this Faith + Climate training for FREE on your 
own, or with a group for climate basics and 
solutions, connecting faith to climate , 
communicating on climate, and leading through 
engagement and advocacy.  
 
Register today to begin your Climate Ambassador 
journey on your own 

(https://blessedtomorrow.org/take-the-training/)  
 
OR with a group in your community! (https://www.onehomeonefuture.org/training-for-groups) 
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Groundbreaking Set For Cleveland Christian Home 
Transformation Into The H.O.P.E. Campus 
 

Please join us for The Centers' H.O.P.E. Campus 
Groundbreaking Event 
April 11, 2025 | 9:30AM 
 

The Centers' H.O.P.E. Campus 
11401 Lorain Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44111 
 

Register Here: https://thecentersohio.org/event/h-o-p-e-campus-groundbreaking 
 

The Centers – in collaboration with Cuyahoga County Office of the Executive, Department of Children and 
Family Services, Board of Developmental Disabilities, Juvenile Justice, and numerous other external 
stakeholders – has developed plans for a major capital renovation project that transforms Cleveland Christian 
Home into The H.O.P.E. Campus. The project's ambitious goal is to provide a central location where DCFS staff 
and child-serving nonprofits can work in lockstep to get at-risk youth ages 12-18 into their best placement as 
quickly as possible, assisting with rapid reunification and kinship diversion for children in county custody, while 
providing a safe location where youth awaiting placement can be assessed and receive treatment. 
 

H.O.P.E. stands for Healing, Opportunities, Partnership, and Empowerment and is more than just a name; it is 
a powerful symbol of what the campus strives to instill in every child and family it will touch. H.O.P.E. 
embodies the aspirations of healing, overcoming adversity, and building a brighter future. For youth who have 
experienced trauma and displacement, hope is often the crucial first step toward recovery and resilience. 
 

A campus named H.O.P.E. communicates an unwavering commitment to providing an environment where 
young people can begin to rebuild their lives with the confidence that they are not alone in their journey. 
 

 
 
April UCC/DOC Networks 
 

The Christian Church in Ohio is now partnering with the Heartland Conference of the United Church of Christ 
to do expanded mission and ministry through a series of Networks. Below you will see some of the upcoming 
Network gatherings. If you have any questions, please email the Rev. Karen Bruno, Network Coordinator, 
at networks@heartlanducc.org. 
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Save-The-Date For A "Miracle Day” At The Historic 
Campbell Mansion On Saturday, September 20th 
 
The Campbell Cooperative has set a tentative date 
for Saturday, September 20, 2025 as Miracle Day at 
the Campbell Farm in Bethany, West Virginia.  This 
workday will be a chance to help spruce up the 
grounds around the mansion as well as to engage in 
some restoration projects to the historic Campbell 
Mansion where Alexander Campbell, one of the 
founders of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), 
lived with his family. 
 
If you are able to attend, please let the Regional Office know by emailing us at ccio@ccinoh.org.  If you cannot 
attend, please consider giving a gift to help purchase the supplies and equipment needed. For more 
information please contact Rev. Daniel Paul at pastordanpaul@gmail.com.   
 
Bethany is also home to Bethany College, a four year liberal arts college closely related to the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ)  
 

 
 

New Resource from Justice and Advocacy Ministries 
 
Attached you'll find the latest resource from Justice & 
Advocacy Ministries at DHM: April 2, 2025 Refugee & 
Immigration Resources. This new resource list includes 
information on "What to Do If You or a Loved One is 
Detained", action links to the Solidarity Pledge and 
Church World Service's Ash Wednesday Ecumenical 

Declaration, a Guide for Advocates Assisting People Facing Expanded Expedited Removal, and much more. 
 
As with previous Resource Lists, this one can be printed off on a single sheet of paper, in which case the QR 
Code at the bottom will send folks directly to the webpage where they can click through on all of the links. 
Please feel free to share this resource on social media, through an email newsletter, or by sending it directly to 
folks who are interested in Refugee and Immigration Ministries! 
 
ALSO: There will be an Interfaith Prayer Vigil on the eve of the first hearing of our lawsuit against the 
Department of Homeland Security's rescission of the sensitive locations memo. The Vigil will take place on 
Thursday, April 3rd, at 6:30pm ET at National City Christian Church in Washington, DC. You can participate in-
person or via live stream. Together, we will gather in solidarity, lifting prayers for justice, compassion, and the 
protection of immigrant communities. More information is available here. You can RSVP here. 
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Team CWS Marathon/Race Fundraiser 
 

Team CWS is a platform for racers looking to put 
purpose into their pursuits by supporting the 
transformative work of CWS (Church World Service.) You 
can fundraise for any upcoming race in your calendar, or 
join other Team CWS fund-racers at one of our 
designated races. Our first race is the Cleveland 
Half/Marathon on May 17, 2025. 
 
Join today and be part of the team, and you will receive: 

• Team CWS official technical running t-
shirt/singlet (once minimum fundraising goal is 
achieved) 

• A customizable donation page and support with 
fundraising to ensure you reach your goal. 

• Free training and nationwide community. 
• And much, much more!! 

 
More information and how to sign up at https://fundraise.cwsglobal.org/team-cws. 
 

 
 
Be A Part Of "The Inside Story” of Wonder: Give To The 2025 Easter Offering: 
 
The theme for this year's Easter Offering, Wonder: The Inside Story, invites us 
to reflect on the awe and amazement felt by the followers of Christ in the 
aftermath of the resurrection, as told in Luke 24:1-12. 
 
The Easter Offering will be accepted in most congregations on April 13 and 20. 
 
Printed materials are expected to be delivered to congregations no later than 
the first week of April, and digital graphics are available online. 

 

 
 
Yearbook Reporting Deadline Extended 
 

Please note - If you have any questions about and/or issues 
with the ALEX Year Book reporting, please contact 
alex@disciples.org directly. Also, please note - CPIN's are all 
6 digit numbers, and ALL Ohio CPINs all start with 360. 
 

Yearbook reporting started a month later than usual this year. We have also been adjusting to the updated 
ALEX2 system and dealing with a few communication issues. Due to these circumstances, we are extending 
the deadline for Yearbook reporting to April 11, the Friday before Palm Sunday. 
 

ALEX2 is a new system and new web site. Everyone needs to create new user information in the new system. 
Usernames and passwords from the old system will not work. Information on how to create a new login is 
available on the ALEX Help Center. 
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Yearbook reporting is streamlined in the new system. Reporters will only be asked for Yearbook statistics. 
Reporters will not enter staff information as they have in past years. A video guide to entering Yearbook 
report data is available on the ALEX Help Center. 
 

Help with the new ALEX2 system is available on the Help Center or by sending an email request to 
alex@disciples.org. When requesting help by email, please include your name along with your church name 
and location. 
 

If you haven't submitted your congregation's Yearbook report for 2024, please take advantage of this 
extended deadline to submit the ALEX2 Yearbook report for your congregation. 
 

 
Camp Christian Work Day 
May 10th 
ALL are invited! 
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