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Around The Region And In My Heart 
Rev. Allen V. Harris, Regional Minister, Christian Church in Ohio 
 
Lenten Discipline 
 
I am having mixed emotions about Lent this year.  I would say I'm not 
really up for a season of deep introspection and honest self-evaluation 
right now, except for the realization that I'm already there and already 
thoroughly engaged in both.  So perhaps having a holy period of time 
set aside for such deeply personal and somber practices is exactly what 
I need.  
 
The ancient custom of preparing for the joyous exuberance of Easter 
with 40 days of self-examination, engaging in acts of spiritual discipline, 
and offering to God heartfelt repentance and devotion is powerful, 
even if challenging.  When thinking about Lent, our modern Protestant 
minds tend to lean towards either self-flagellating desert hermits and 
cloistered monastics or to devout but dour Catholics eating only fish on 
Fridays.  Our early Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) founders did indeed favor a minimalist aesthetic when 
it came to religious rituals (although one could argue it was more about simply being anti-Catholic than pro-
simplicity).   I have been gratified to be a part of a newer generation of Disciples clergy who were introduced to 
the rich history and spiritual significance of liturgical seasons while in seminary and have tried to help our 
churches reclaim the beauty and power of seasons like Advent, Lent, and Pentecost.  
 
But back to Lent 2025.  As the New Year turned I committed myself this year to try to focus more on the 
positive, life-giving aspects of our world and of the Church, and to refocus my time, energy, and resources 
more to supporting people and institutions that are committed to creativity, hope, innovation, relevance, 
compassion, empathy, faith, community, justice, equity, and love.  In conversation with my Pastoral Relations 
committee, I have confessed my sin of giving too much power to the negative.  I tend to engage in the far-too 
common proclivity of many church people, but certainly of middle judicatory leaders (Regional Ministers) like 
myself, in that I allow the nay-sayers to hold my ear, the pessimism to capture my attention, and the failures to 
weigh me down.  Thus, Lent seems like a step backward in my New Year resolution with its seeming focus on 
the negative. 
 
But such an understanding of the season of Lent is not truly accurate.  Lent isn't meant to focus on what is bad 
in ourselves in the world.  It is meant for us to be honest with ourselves and the world.  Yes, sometimes that 
candor causes us to acknowledge things that are regretful or harmful.  But being truthful might also mean 
admitting there is more good to be found inside our hearts, minds, and souls and in the people and institutions 
around us than we might at first believe.  What if the frankness to which Lent calls us is a wakeup call to the 
abundant presence of good around us?  What if the spiritual disciplines of the season are to clear away the 
cobwebs of despair and throw out the rancid doubt that has been filling up our cupboards? 
 
So whether we are referencing our concerns about the political world around us, the physical, mental, and 
spiritual health of ourselves and our family members, or the viability and future of our congregations, what 
would it mean for us to take the Lenten call to honest appraisal not as a ticket to a "whine festival,” but to 
participate in "The Challenge” to find what is working, what is helpful, what is good in ourselves and each 



other, and our local congregations, our Regional Church, and our General Church?!?  And one of the best tools 
for such straightforward evaluation is called Appreciative Inquiry.  This technique revolves around the 
fundamental question, "What is working well?” and then builds on it.  Check out the resources below * for 
more on Appreciative Inquiry. 
 
So, I am going to take this Lenten Discipline of moral clarity and truthful appraisal seriously and ask myself: 
"Allen, what is working well in your life?” "What is working well in the world?” and especially "What is working 
well in our church?”  Then, with such clear and candid information, I hope and pray I will be ready in time for 
Easter resurrection. 
 
Honestly Yours, 
Allen 
 
* For a quick overview of Appreciative Inquiry and the basic questions, visit: 
https://centerforappreciativeinquiry.net/resources/what-is-appreciative-inquiry-ai/ 
For a more detailed but extraordinary Guide To Appreciative Inquiry, download this .pdf: 
https://www.fsg.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Guide-to-Appreciative-Inquiry.pdf 
 

 
 

Welcome David Stonebraker-Martinez As Settled Camp Christian Facilities 
Manager 
 
After a thorough search process and interviews guided by the Christian Church 
in Ohio Personnel Committee, and following unanimous votes of the Executive 
Committee and Regional Church Council, David Stonebraker-Martinez was called 
to be our next settled Camp Christian Facilities Manager.  Dave has been serving 
as the Interim Facilities Manager since last June and began full-time on March 1. 
 
Dave grew up in the First Christian Church of Niles and is an Eagle Scout and 
graduate of Hiram College.  He has attended Camp Christian since childhood and 
in addition to being a camper and counselor, he was a state CYF President, an 
Advance Conference Officer, as well as having served on summer camp staff for 
several summers.  It was while on staff that he was mentored by Al Channel, 
former Camp Christian Superintendent. 
 
Professionally, Dave has served as the Program Coordinator and Congressional 
Advocacy Liaison of the InterReligious Task Force n Central America based in 

Cleveland.  He was the Assistant Director of the Oberlin Annual Fund and then the Assistant Director of Annual 
Giving, both in the Office of Advancement of Oberlin College.  Dave was a Search Consultant and Director of 
Recruitment for BeecherHill Search in Columbus. Most recently Dave was the Case Aide and Transportation 
Assistant for the Community Refugee and Immigrations Services of Columbus, Ohio (CRIS). 
 
In his letter of interest, Dave stated, "I am particularly drawn to the opportunity to maintain and enhance 
Camp Christian's facilities as a welcoming and spiritually enriching space for its diverse community.  Living 
onsite to proactively oversee Camp's infrastructure aligns well with my dedication to stewardship and 
responsive management.” 
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Dave and his wife, Keely Veatch, and their dog Jellybean, will be moving into the Camp Manager's house this 
spring.  Please join us in wishing Dave all the best in this exciting new endeavor. 
 

 
 
If Not Now, When – If Not You, Who? Congregational 
Cluster Meetings 
 
PLEASE NOTE: The meeting on March 9th has been 
canceled, but all other meetings are going forward as 
planned. 
 
As you may know, we are nearing the congregational 
phase of our Regional Fundraising Campaign called "If 
Not Now, When – If Not You, Who?” We have been 
working since May on the organization, publicity, and 
Major and Leadership Gift Phase.   
 
While we continue to seek Major and Leadership gifts, we also will be kicking off the congregational phase of 
the campaign at a series of cluster meetings scheduled around the state. We are encouraging representatives 
from every congregation to attend.  At these meetings, a leadership team will discuss all aspects of the 
campaign including how your church can conduct a congregational campaign.  A packet of information 
including posters and sample resources for each church will be available.  Suggested goals will be discussed 
and distributed. 
 
We would like to invite you and your key leaders to attend.  If the meeting that will be closest to you doesn't 
work, then plan on coming to another meeting that works better for you and your leadership.  There will also 
be a Zoom meeting for anyone who is not able to meet in person. The meeting will last no more than two 
hours.  The remaining schedule is: 

• CANCELED - Sunday March 9th at Camp Christian 
• Tuesday March 11th - First Christian Church, Niles, 7pm 
• Sunday March 16th - Compass Christian Church, Mason, 4pm 
• Tuesday March 18th - Zoom Meeting, 4pm 

 
Questions and to RSVP: Contact Jim Bane at jwbane@hotmail.com, 330.671.6026 
Please RSVP as soon as you can. 
 
ALSO, please be sure to check out the new Campaign web pages at www.ccinoh.com/campaign 
 

 
 
United Disciples Winter Youth Retreat 
for High School Youth 
March 14 – 16 at Camp Christian 
 
Register today!! – Registration deadline before late fee kicks in is Sunday, March 9th 
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mailto:jwbane@hotmail.com
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https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2537&m=2667&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=15008&l=-https--www.ccinoh.com/ministries/children-youth/youth-fellowship/cyf-retreat.aspx


ALEX - Annual Congregational Reporting Now Open 
 
ALEX Yearbook reporting is now open for 
congregations.  Congregational yearbook reporters can 
create their account and enter their report by 
visiting alex.disciples.org.  Reporters can find help for 
how to connect an account and how to enter the report 
on the ALEX Help Center.  Help is also available by 
sending an email to alex@disciples.org.  When requesting help by email, please include the church name, city, 
and state.  The deadline for submitting Yearbook reports is March 21, 2025. 
 
Since ALEX is being completely redeveloped, you will need to create a new username and password for the 
new ALEX system.  The login credentials for the old system are no longer valid. Most churches should be able 
to connect to existing accounts.  The recommended suggestion is starting with "Forgot Username or 
Password,” so that ALEX2 can check the email address against known ALEX users. 
 
There  have been a few situations where a person will set up their username and password in ALEX2, but when 
they log in, they see a blank screen with the help bar at the bottom.  The folks at ALEX know what causes this, 
and it's easy for them to correct.  If you experience this, or any other issues, send an email to 
alex@disciples.org, and they can assist you.  The email should contain the person's (reporter's) name or the 
ALEX2 username they created, and the church name, city, and state. 
 
Resources to help congregations with setting up their account and entering reports are available on the ALEX 
Help Center. If you haven't already, you might watch the video on how to enter the Yearbook report. 
 
Thank you, so very much, for your patience as they have upgraded the database and yearbook reporting 
system.  The information you provide in these important reports will help your Regional Minister and Staff, the 
Christian Church in Ohio, and the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) plan for and engage in the ministry and 
mission of Jesus Christ in more faithful and efficient ways in the years to come. 
 

 
 

Pro- Reconciliation/Anti-Racism Ministry Awareness 
Conversation 
March 28th & 29th 
Both Friday evening and Saturday full program are 
REQUIRED 
Check in begins at 4pm on Friday, Dinner 6-7pm, 
program starts at 7pm. Training ends 4pm on Saturday. 
At Camp Christian, 10335 Maple Dell Rd., Marysville, OH 
43040 
Register through your Engage account or by 
clicking HERE. 
 
This workshop is designed for new and current ministers 
wishing to gain or maintain standing with the Christian 

Church in Ohio.  United Church of Christ and other Ministers are also welcome to attend for their 
denominational requirements. 
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Attendees will gather for training to help raise awareness about Pro Reconciliation and Anti-Racism and how 
each of us can effect change.  We will discuss various aspects and experiences of Racism and provide a safe 
place to start conversations in hopes of moving each of us forward in our Pro- Reconciliation and Anti-Racism 
Ministry commitment. 
 
If you have questions or would like more information please contact the Pro-Reconciliation/Anti-
Racism Commission Chairs at reconciliation@ccinoh.org.  
 

 
 
Camp Our Way 
 
For those with special needs who are ages 7 and 
up with an adult companion* 
 
The Good Samaritan 
Jesus Teaches Us To Help 
 
Friday, May 16th – Sunday, May 18th 
at Camp Christian 
 
Activities include Games, Crafts, Cooking, Nature 
Activities, Campfire, Ho Down & More! 
 
*Please note, there is limited space for this event, and will be based in the Monroe Lodge. Each Camper and 
Companion will share a room in the Monroe Lodge, which holds up to 40 people. If an additional adult is 
attending with the Camper/Companion, they will have overnight accommodations in a different building. 
 
Questions? Contact daunseitz@gmail.com 
 
Flyer and Registration Forms attached to this email, and online registration will be available within the next day 
or so. 
 

 
 

mailto:reconciliation@ccinoh.org
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Ohio Clergy Offers Consulting, Coaching, And Retreat Leadership 
 
Rev. Kelly Brill has just launched CALM Coaching and Consulting and is eager 
to assist our congregations, clergy, and lay leaders across the Christian 
Church in Ohio.  Rev. Brill writes, 
 
"I am a Disciples PK (preacher's kid), ordained by the Disciples in 1983, with 
a deep love for this denomination.  I served both Disciples and UCC churches 
as a full-time minister for over 40 years, most recently as the Senior Minister 
at Avon Lake UCC.  I am now working as a consultant to congregations, a 
mentor/coach to clergy, and a retreat leader.  My website, blog and contact 
information are all available here:  kellyboytebrill.com.  I look forward to 
being of service!" 
 
Please check out her website and pass this information along to others, in all 

denominations, who might benefit from her wisdom and skills. 
 

 
 
In Faithful Expectation We Ask, "If Not Now, When? If 
Not You, Who?” 
 
Below you will find the second of several devotions for 
our If Not Now, When?... If Not You, Who? Fundraising 
campaign.  Thanks goes out to Mary Arnold for writing 
this and several upcoming devotions.  Working with the 
Prayer Team, others will follow regularly.  Our hope is to 
send a devotion out to churches and individuals as a 
means to ground our efforts in scripture and inspire 
others.  Our goal is that a devotion is available each 
month of the 36 month campaign. 
 
We will also make available the first 7 devotions to 
churches to use as a one week devotion book to use 
during your prayerful consideration of how you will 
participate in the "If Not Now, When?? And If Not You, 
Who” campaign. They will also be available for the Cluster meetings and on our 
website www.ccinoh.com/campaign. 
 
Please share this devotion with your friends and family.  
 
Scripture – 1 Timothy 6:18 – Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds and to be generous and 
willing to share. 
 
There are a variety of phrases to indicate that it takes a number of people to accomplish worthwhile tasks. 
Think of "It takes a village” or "many hands make work light”. As we take on the work to raise funding for the If 
Not Now, When…If Not You, Who? campaign, we are not in need of a few people who would give us a very 
large sum of money (although if there are a few of you out there we could wrap this up!) but rather many 
people each of whom can do what the scripture suggests—do good, be generous and willing to share. Please 
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prayerfully explore the opportunities that God has provided to you and ways that you may be able to share 
that with the campaign. 
 
Prayer: 
Loving God, Thank you for the blessings of my life. Make me aware of the effect my blessings can have on 
others when I share and turn my generosity into added blessings. 
In Christ's name, Amen 
 
Mary Arnold 
First Christian Church, Zanesville 
Member of "If Not Now, When…If Not You, Who committee 
 

 
 
March UCC/DOC Networks 
The Christian Church in Ohio is now partnering with the Heartland Conference of the United Church of Christ 
to do expanded mission and ministry through a series of Networks. Below you will see some of the upcoming 
Network gatherings.  If you have any questions, please email the Rev. Karen Bruno, Network Coordinator, 
at networks@heartlanducc.org. 

 
 

 

mailto:networks@heartlanducc.org


Congregations Invited To Celebrate Camp, Conference & 
Retreat Sunday March 30 
 
The Christian Church in Ohio offers a wonderful array of 
camps, conferences, and retreats for persons of all ages 
from May through early September.  Each one seeks to 
provide quality faith formation and deep spiritual growth 
to members and friends of our congregations, as well as 
to the broader community. 
 

This year the Camp Christian Committee has set Sunday, 
March 30 as a day to celebrate and promote all of our 
wonderful camps, conferences, and retreats for 
2025.  Some congregations may choose other dates to do 
the same thing and we honor and celebrate that as well! 
 

A set of worship resources have been created, much of it drawn from congregations already celebrating Camp 
Sunday, and is attached to this email newsletter.  A set of PowerPoint slides have also been prepared for use in 
local congregations that have projection in worship. These slides are available on our website and can be 
adapted as needed. 
 

If you have other creative ideas and liturgical resources, please share them with us at ccio@ccinoh.org and we 
will add to the worship resource.  We also hope congregations will take pictures of how they celebrate Camp, 
Conference, & Retreat Sunday that can be shared in the Regional Church newsletter and on social media. 
 

Complete registration packets will be sent to each congregation and all registration materials will be available 
online within the next 2 weeks. 
 

And plan now to attend yourself one of the wonderful Christian education events this summer!  More 
information will be available on our website at: https://www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian/summer-
programs.aspx 
 

 
 
Plymouth Church UCC Invites you to their "Moving Right Along, Part 2: Ohio Immigrant Neighbors 
Saturday, March 8 from 5-7:30 p.m. 2860 Coventry Road, Shaker Heights, OH 44120 
 
This is a second year event to: 
1.  Create an environment that invites participants to experience some of what migrants in Ohio are required 
to navigate, thus touching our compassionate understanding, and action; 
2.  Provide opportunities to talk with and explore real opportunities for humanitarian action with the agencies 
represented,  
3.  To witness through story, experience and art the realities of injustice and the hope of love through one 
another in community.  
 
Enjoy a catered meal by Aladdin's Mediterranean Restaurant.  Pay by cash or check 
Advance Registration Required: https://biturl.top/UjyQZn 
Adults & teens: $13, Children 7-12: $6.50, Children 6 & under: $2.50 
Optional Extra Visit With Aid Workers: 7:30-8:30 p.m. 
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Afternoon Out For Literacy Supports Broadway 
Christian Church's Summer Reading Program 
 
Every summer Broadway Christian Church in 
Cleveland, Ohio offers a five-week intensive literacy 
program free of charge to the children and youth of 
their neighborhood.  On Saturday, April 26, 2025 
from 1-4 p.m. they will host an "Afternoon Out For 
Literacy” at the North Olmsted Evangelical Friends 
Church, 5665 Great Northern Blvd., North Olmsted, 
Ohio 44070.  Come anytime between 1 p.m. and 4 
p.m. and place your raffle tickets (see partial list 
below *), enjoy a light meal, and support the 48th 
year of this faithful church by raising scholarship 
money so that inner-city students can attend the 
program free of charge. 
 
To find out more about the program or to donate to support the program go to their website: 
https://www.broadwaychristianchurchsummerreadingprog.org/ or their Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/BroadwayChristianChurchSummerReadingProgram 
 
*Fundraiser Items as of 2/23/2025 
Good Time III: 2 passes 
Ohio State Fair: 4 passes 
Kings Island: 2 Admission Passes 
Adrenaline Monkey: Family 4 pack for 2 hours of fun 
 

 
 
Plan NOW To Attend Adult Conference 2025 
 

Jointly sponsored by the Heartland Conference of the United Church of 
Christ and the Christian Church in Ohio (Disciples of Christ) 
 

June 23-27 at Northwest Christian Church in Columbus 
 

Our Theme: Jesus Still Matters! 
Our Bible Lecturer & Vesper Speaker: Rev. Carl Robinson (pictured right) 
 

Our Conference Choir Director: Michael Grim, St. Andrew's Christian 
Church, Dublin 
 

Cost: $245 – Registration and most meals. 
 

Our Hotel: Hampton Inn & Suites Columbus-University Area, 3160 
Olentangy River Road, Columbus, OH 43202 
www.columbusuniversityareasuites.hamptoninn.com   Participants will 
reserve their own room, but block of rooms saved.  Call +1 (614) 268-8700 to make your reservations.  The 
group code is 902 and is called "Christian Church In Ohio 2025.” 
 
Registration Opening Soon! 
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First Christian Church of Wadsworth Camp Christian Mission Team Celebrated February 16th 
 
On Sunday, February 16th, the fifteen members present in worship (pictured below) of the Camp Christian 
Mission Team of First Christian Church of Wadsworth were celebrated for their years of service.  During the 
morning worship service the Rev. Allen Harris, our Regional Minister, following his sermon took a moment to 
invite all who had ever served on the Mission Team to come forward and be recognized.  
 
For more than a decade the congregation has sent a team of volunteers to do a myriad of projects that address 
significant maintenance issues and improve the beauty of our beloved Camp Christian.  In recent years they 
replaced the gutters on the Administration building, repainted the exterior of Ezerin's House and the 
Superintendent's House and fence, painted the gym bathrooms, camp chairs, and swings, amongst many other 
tasks.  Most recently they repaired the interior walls and painted the interior of the Superintendent's house.   
 
A framed certificate of appreciation was given to the team.  The Senior Pastor of First Christian Church of 
Wadsworth is the Rev. Sarah West. 

 
 

Rev. Merlyn Winters Installed As Pastor Of Central Christian 
Church, Wooster March 2nd 
 
On Sunday, March 2nd, the Rev. Merlyn Winters (pictured 
center) was installed as the settled Pastor of Central 
Christian Church of Wooster.  She has been serving in this 
capacity since November 1st.  
 
The Rev. Robin Myers (pictured left), Regional Elder for 
District 6, and the Rev. Allen Harris, Regional Minister, 
officiated at the service which was part of the morning 
service of worship.   
 
Rev. Harris also preached for service.  His sermon based on 
Ephesians 4:1-7 & 11-16 was titled "Called And Sent!”  
 
The congregation hosted a dinner following the service. 
 

 
 



NBA Call for Creative Submissions on Mental Health & 
Wellness 
 
For Mental Health Awareness Month 2025, the National 
Benevolent Association's (NBA) Mental Health & 
Wellness program is calling for submissions of mental 
health and wellness experiences of people across the life 
of the church.  
 
We invite you to share your own story with us in 
response to this question: Where do you see God in your 
experiences with navigating change and mental 
health/wellness individually and/or collectively? 
 
Submissions will be accepted during the month of 
March. 

 
For more information go to https://www.nbacares.org/event/call-for-creative-submissions-on-mental-health-
wellness-2025/ 
 

 
 
Center For Faith & Giving Offers Early Bird Rate For 2025 
Stewardship Theme Materials 
 
Your 2025 stewardship theme materials are here! Dreaming 
God's Dream: No Gift Too Small, No Dream Too Big offers eight 
(8) full worship services, sermon starters by diverse authors, and 
faith formation sessions for all ages.  
 
Created by the Center for Faith & Giving in partnership with the 
United Church of Christ, this annual resource goes beyond an 
annual campaign guide. It provides tools for year-round 
conversations on generosity and stewardship within your 
congregation. Our early bird pricing ($39.99) is available through 
March 31.  
 
The Rev. Melissa R. St. Clair is the Minister for Faith & Giving for 
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and Director of the Center For Faith & Giving. 
 

 
 

DisciplesNEXT Survey 
Last year, hundreds of you joined New Church Ministry 
for our IMPACT episodes as we explored DisciplesNEXT. 
In 2025, our ministry wants to keep the ball rolling – 
but with input from our audience!  
 
We value your opinions and strive to deliver content that 
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is helpful, relevant, and thought provoking. We also know that many of you work bi-vocationally. So, please 
help our team choose what content to focus on by selecting what you'd like to learn about, and what days and 
times of the week work best for you, from this short survey. 
 

 
 
Two Opportunities To Support The Vital Work Of Church World 
Service 
 
The Christian Church in Ohio has been consistently supportive of the 
mission of Church World Service in such tremendous ways for many 
years.  We wanted to pass along two new initiatives to help 
undergird the long-term sustainability of their important work.  The 
second initiative is unique to Ohio. 
 
The first opportunity would be open to really anyone.  It is their Do-
It-Yourself platform that's brand new called "CWS Fundraise Your 
Way.”  You can find the main web URL with some great graphics (at 
the Fundraising Resources tab) to use to share around if you're 
interested: https://fundraise.cwsglobal.org 
 
The second is also super exciting.  It is a marathon fundraiser (Team 
CWS) and their trial run will be surrounding the Cleveland Marathon 
this spring.  This is obviously more of a niche crowd, but we know 
there are many runners in the Christian Church in Ohio who might be interested. 
 
Obviously if you do a CROP Hunger Walk already we encourage them to just focus on that, but these 
fundraisers may inspire others to help as well. 
 
Reach contact Andrew Gifford, Community Engagement Manager, if you have any questions but we're trying to 
spread the word!  His contact is: agifford@cwsglobal.org and 419-376-4309 
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Updated Church World Service Kits: Honoring Tradition, 
Embracing New Hope 
 
Church World Service (CWS) is excited to announce 
meaningful updates to the CWS Kits program for 2025. 
For decades, the CWS Kits program has been a 
cornerstone of compassionate outreach, providing 
hygiene kits, cleanup buckets, and school supplies to 
communities in need around the world. These updates 
ensure that the program continues to meet evolving 
needs and maximize its impact. 
Evolving to Serve Better 
The heart of the CWS Kits program remains the same: 
providing essential resources to those who need them 
most. However, after thoughtful evaluation, CWS is 
introducing refinements to several kits to better serve 
recipients and make it easier for volunteers and donors 
to participate. 

 
One of the most exciting changes is the transformation of the CWS School Kit into the CWS Kids Kit. This 
updated kit is designed to inspire creativity and learning for children, whether they're at home or in school. 
The refreshed CWS Kids Kit focuses on fostering joy and growth, reflecting a new vision of support for young 
learners. 
 
What's New in 2025 

• CWS Hygiene Kit: Updated to include essential items that better address recipients' immediate needs. 
• CWS Emergency Cleanup Bucket: Improved for greater utility in disaster recovery efforts. 
• CWS Period Pack: The menstrual hygiene kit helps to address an important yet often overlooked need. 
• CWS Kids Kit: Formerly the School Kit, this new version encourages creativity and learning for children. 
• Discontinued: The CWS Welcome Backpack has been retired to allow a sharper focus on other vital kits. 

Continuing the Mission 
CWS remains deeply grateful to the volunteers and donors who make the Kits program possible. Your 
compassion and commitment have a ripple effect, touching countless lives in profound ways. Together, we are 
embracing this new chapter, creating lasting change, and bringing hope to communities in need. 
 
For detailed information about the updates, including new kit content lists and assembly instructions, visit 
cwskits.org or contact the CWS Kits Team at kits@cwsglobal.org or 800-297-1516. 
 
Thank you for being part of this incredible mission of hope and love. Together, we are building a brighter future 
for all. 
 
About Church World Service 
Church World Service is a faith-based organization dedicated to transforming communities around the globe 
through sustainable development, disaster response, and the promotion of justice and dignity for all. For more 
information, visit cwsglobal.org. 
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HELM Leadership Fellows Applications 
 
HELM is the Higher Education & Leadership Ministries of the Christian 
Church Disciples of Christ. 
 
HELM's Leadership Fellows is a four-year program for college students and 
seeks to cultivate and strengthen participants' potential for leadership. LFP 
includes a scholarship, annual retreat, and an international cross-cultural 
experience. It is a comprehensive leadership development program where 
cohorts of students connect, learn, grow, and explore together. 
 
Those preparing to enter college can submit their application online at: 
https://helmdisciples.org/leadership-programs/leadership-fellows-program/. 
 
Applications must be submitted along with all documents, by March 15th. 
 
Questions can be directed to Lee Yates at LYates@HELMdisciples.org 
 

 
 

Blessed Tomorrow National Faith and Climate Forum 
 
Join us & Blessed Tomorrow at the 2025 National Faith + 
Climate Forum on Thursday, March 27! 
 
Deepen your faith, engage in creation care, & connect 
with other faith leaders for a day of interactive sessions 
and inspiring keynotes accessible through a live-
streamed online broadcast, or in person at host locations 
across the U.S.! 
 
Register today for FREE 
at nationalfaithandclimateforum.org 
 

 

 
 
Have You Added The Christian Church In Ohio To Your List Of 
Favorite Charitable Causes For Your Charitable IRA 
Distribution? 
 
Charitably minded individuals have the opportunity to 
contribute to their favorite charitable causes by transferring 
money from an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) directly to 
charity through a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD). 
Although the new Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) age is 
73, QCDs can begin at age 70 ½. A transfer of up to $105,000 in 
2024 (indexed for inflation) can be made to one or more 
charities and/or ministries. Unlike a regular distribution from an 
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IRA, a QCD is not taxable to the IRA owner. Thus, the effect of using a QCD is increased gifts for the owner's 
favorite ministry and reduced income taxes, which may include Medicare taxes. 
 
To find out more, contact Nadine Burton, Vice President, Great Lakes Zone of the Christian Church 
Foundation.  Her cell number is (501) 379-0999 and her email address is: nburton@ccf.disciples.org 
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