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Around The Region And In My Heart
Rev. Allen V. Harris

True Biblical Manhood

When | was a child | admired my older brother so very much. Pat
was good-looking, great at sports, confident and popular. "P-dub” as
my mom called him (Patrick Wesley, ie. P.W.) also was a great
protector of me. Four years older, taller, heavier, and more muscular
than me, even as a boy, he made sure | never had to worry about
anybody hurting me. Now he did reserve the right to sit on me if he
was frustrated with me, but usually that ended up with both of us
laughing. My brother protected me even though he didn't
understand me much at all.

You see, | was exactly the opposite of my brother. | was quiet and
shy, as gentle as a lamb. | was happier reading a book or play-acting
with my Ken doll and G.I. Joe doll than | was playing sports or
hanging out with other boys. | would frequently be found with my
board games competing by myself (Which Witch? and Clue being my favorites!) or building a huge
"spiderweb” in my room with my nephew, Daniel, who was only three years my younger.

Later when my brother was the star player on the basketball team and was well known as "the ladies man,” |
was thoroughly ensconced in choir (baritone and member of the Roadrunners male quartet) and drama (Ali
Hakim in Oklahoma!, Finnian in Finnian's Rainbow, and Emile de Beque in South Pacific.) | would usually be
found after school hanging out at First Chrisitan Church helping out in the office with the newsletter mailings
or fixing up the bulletin boards while my brother was at football or basketball practice, a girl's house, or sadly
more and more involved with drugs and alcohol. Eventually our lives would become as far apart as one could
imagine, as | came out as gay then became a minister and he got married, had children, and became an oil-rig
worker. Even then | never doubted he loved me dearly and respected me deeply even though he clearly didn't
"get me.” While he died many years ago | still pray he knew I loved him, respected him, and had no need to
"get” him.

| believe both my brother, Pat, and | identified as men, understood ourselves to be masculine, and had no
need to question the other's self-identification. We were who we were and we respected that.

Unfortunately, | have recently learned from observing the culture around me that there are reports of "a war
on men,” a growing "attack on manliness,” and an out-of-control desecration of all things "masculine.” In
researching this a bit, it seems that there is, in fact, a kind of war on manhood but it is not, in fact, the war
being portrayed on social media, podcasts, and the blogosphere. The actual attacks are, in fact, perpetrated
by those most loudly sounding the alarms about the issue.

They are attacking biblical manhood.

They have declared a war on Jesus Christ and his portrayal of faithful manhood.



What do | mean? What is the biblical manhood exemplified by Jesus? Well, there's a lot to go on:

e When Jesus, who scripture identifies as male, came into this world as God-incarnate he arrived in the
most vulnerable of states: a baby (Luke 2:7).

e When Jesus was uncertain about making his messiahship known, he listened to and followed the
advice of his mother (John 2:1-11)

¢ When Jesus chose his disciples, he did not choose the mighty and the wealthy, but he called manual
workers, and even those who were despised by society (Luke 5:27-32)

e When Jesus preached, he did not use the Ten Commandments, but shared a different way of
faithfulness that focused on being poor in spirit, mourning, hungering and thirsting for
righteousness, having mercy, being pure of heart, being peacemakers, and being persecuted for
righteousness sake (Matthew 5:3-12)

e When Jesus gave specific instructions on how to get into heaven, he told us to become like
children (Matt. 18:2-4).

¢ When Jesus came upon a crowd of men preparing to stone a woman for adultery, he saved her life
by turning the focus back on the actions of the men (John 8:1-11).

e When Jesus talked about being perfect, he told his followers to give everything to the poor (Matt.
19:21)

e When Jesus wanted to show his royalty, he entered Jerusalem on a colt not a steed or in a chariot
(Luke 19:29-39)

e When Jesus was betrayed by those in power, religious and political, he died a shameful death on a
cross and was buried in a borrowed tomb (Matt. 27:57-61)

e When Jesus was resurrected, he showed up quietly, to a woman disciple, almost as if he were a
gardener (John 20:15)

e Inreflecting on Jesus and his understanding of power and authority, the apostle made it crystal clear
how God expected us to live lives of faithful witness to God:

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross. (Phil. 2:5-8)



This biblical manhood is unequivocal, "factual,” and clear: humility, grace, and mercy are signs of true
faithfulness to God.

Sadly, many are using their made-up "crisis of manhood” foment a horrific environment of terror against the
most vulnerable in our society: young boys with a gentle spirit, boys and men who are more comfortable with
non-traditionally masculine hobbies, sports, interests, and clothing. Similarly, this fabricated "war” is used
against women and girls as well. And, of course, this is the basis for a laser-focused anger and deafening calls
for attacks against our transgender and gender non-binary family members, friends, neighbors, church
acquaintances, and community members.

After reviewing how Jesus portrayed manliness, | firmly believe he would be incensed that the gentle, the
curious, the nonconforming, the weakest who he so vocally called his followers to protect and nurture are the
very individuals people are demonizing and setting up for cruelty, marginalization, and physical and emotional
violence.

Were he alive today my strong, confident, attractive brother, who was masculine by most every societal
standard, would never put up with such attacks on his younger brother and those most vulnerable like me. |
believe this with my whole heart.

One of the signs of the double-standard present in society between what so-called "Christians” are saying
about power, domination, and manhood is the fact that few, if any, of the so-called defenders of masculinity
lift up the actual concerns Jesus had about men and relationships. | never hear cries against lusting in one's
heart (Matt. 5:27), committing adultery (Luke 16), and self-righteousness (Luke 18:9-14)

And one final sign that this current "crisis” is fabricated for political and ideological purposes is that the threat
that is purported in no way actually threatens anyone. In fact, it would only be threatening to someone with a
very weak ego or a very fragile sense of self-worth. Allowing for differences, celebrating others for their
unique way of being in the world, loving someone who has the courage to be fully themselves does, in fact,
require more strength, courage, and self-control and thus is more traditionally/ stereotypically "manly.”

My wish for you, my friends, is that you have someone as strong in their self-image, as firm in their sense of
loyalty, and as devoted to those they love regardless as whether or not they understand them as my brother
Patrick. We would all be more Christ-like if we did.

Faithfully Yours,
Allen




Stop Human Trafficking Lunch and Silent Auction February 9t
Woodland Christian Church, David's United Church of Christ, and Gender Road Christian Church invite you to

join them February 9th at 12:30 pm for a Lunch & Silent Auction to benefit local and global agencies fighting
human trafficking. Location: Gender Road Christian Church in Canal Winchester.
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Have You Named The Christian Church In Ohio In Your

3/ wone
We give thanks to everyone who has supported the : ALl B ’
Christian Church in Ohio financially in the past year, and . " 4
to those who have made plans to support the Regional HUR / '
Church in the future through your wills and/or other end ollle : 5

of life documents.

The existence and objective of the Regional Church are

to help undergird and sustain the mission and ministry s I G
of local congregations and individuals. The Regional I
Church seeks to guide churches and faithful disciples
through times of transition and change, it seeks to
inspire, train, equip, and send out people to fulfill their
call from Christ in and to the world. The Regional Pastor
& President also helps provide pastoral care, oversight, and collegiality for clergy and lay leaders.

Your current gifts of time, talent, and resources help the Christian Church in Ohio serve the needs of

today. But putting the Christian Church in Ohio in your end of life documents will help us serve individuals and
institutions well into the future. You are never too young or too old to plan... in fact it is important to talk
together about legacy planning as families and communities well before the time comes when the
conversation is urgent.

We would like to invite you to name the Christian Church in Ohio (Disciples of Christ) as a beneficiary in your
will. You are also invited to name the Regional Church as a beneficiary of your IRA Charitable Distribution,
Charitable Gift Annuities and Charitable Remainder Trusts, as a recipient of distribution from your permanent
fund, To find out how to do just this, please contact for a confidential conversation the Rev. Dr. Nadine Burton
Vice President of the Foundation's Great Lakes Zone at the Christian Church

Foundation nburton@ccf.disciples.org or (317) 713-2422.

And if you have already honored the Christian Church in Ohio by naming us in your end-of-life documents,
please let our Regional Minister know by emailing him at AHarris@ccinoh.org or calling him at 216-390-
7910. We would like to honor and support your decision to support the long-term ministry of our Regional
Church.

We are always seeking volunteers to serve on the Development Committee and/or to engage in fundraising in
the Region. If your are interested in helping, or want more information about doing so, please contact Rev.
Stephanie McLemore at: mclemores@denison.edu
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The CHI RHO CAMP BEACH PARTY

is coming up fast and
WE NEED YOUR REGISTRATIONS!!

Here's the scoop!
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2025
10 AM TO 2 PM
AT CAMP CHRISTIAN DINING HALL
For kids currentlyin6,7, & 8
grades & their adults

COST: NONE!
But you MUST register!

Registration Deadline:
THIS SUNDAY, FEB. 9th
BY 5:00 PM!!! p

S

~~

Chi Rho Winter Retreat
Beach Party February 15th
For Youth in 6th, 7th, or 8th Grades

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATIONS: THIS SUNDAY, FEB.
9th BY 5:00 PM!!!

The CHI RHO CAMP BEACH PARTY is coming up fast and
WE NEED YOUR REGISTRATIONS!!

Here's the scoop!
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2025 - 10 AM TO 2 PM - AT
CAMP CHRISTIAN DINING HALL

For Chi Rho'ers (kids currently in 6th, 7th, and 8th
grades) and their adults

COST: NONE! - But you MUST register!
BUT please bring 1 bag of crunchies (Doritos, chips, etc.)
AND 1 bag of cookies to share

PROVIDED: Pizza & Drinks & Fun & Games!

WEAR/BRING: Beach attire if you want (Hawaiian shirt, sunglasses, that sort of thing)

MISSION PROJECT: As an offering, bring coins collected from parents, people in your church, friends and from
your own coin stash to help us start filling up our NEW CAMP POOL drop by drop with your quarters, dimes,

No cost, but registration is required at: https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/children-youth/chi-rho.aspx

Also, please also share and post the attached flyer.

For questions, contact Lisa Thaxton, Chi Rho Commission, at [thaxton@msn.com
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In Faithful Expectation We Ask, "If Not Now, When? If Not You, Who?”

When?... If Not You, Who? Fundraising campaign. Thanks goes out to IF NOT YOU, WHO
Mary Arnold for writing this and several upcoming devotions. Working
with the Prayer Team, others will follow regularly. Our hope is to send
a devotion out to churches and individuals as a means to ground our
efforts in scripture and inspire others. Our goal is that a devotion is
available each month of the 36 month campaign.

Below you will find the first of several devotions for our If Not Now, IF NOT NOW, WHEN i

We will also make available the first 7 devotions to churches to use as
a one week devotion book to use during your prayerful consideration
of how you will participate in the "If Not Now, When?? And If Not You,
Who” campaign. They will also be available for the Cluster meetings
and on our website www.ccinoh.com/campaign.

Please share this devotion with your friends and family.

Scripture: Isaiah 6:8 — Then | heard the voice of the Lord saying” Whom shall | send? And who will go
forus?” and | said Here | am Lord, send me.

Throughout my life | witnessed my parents giving both time and money generously to church,
community and family. When | asked my father why he was so generous, He said "because we can,
when many others can't”. My parents were extremely sensitive to the needs of others and willing to
stretch their lives and resources to make a difference in the lives of others. They established a budget
that included a line item for church giving and another for other charitable giving. When my parents
retired, they sat my siblings and | down to tell us that they planned to change their lifestyle somewhat
in response to a change in income. They hoped that we could accept that they were going to become
more fugal in their spending by shopping at second-hand stores as often as possible, eating out on a
limited basis, driving their cars longer, and traveling using a small pop-up camper, which over the next
20 years they managed to use in the 48 contiguous states. When we inquired why they felt they
needed to make such a drastic change in their spending they said, "Because we feel called to continue
our charitable giving at pre-retirement levels, and with less overall income we have to make a change
somewhere”. They answered God's call.

As we begin the If Not Now, When...If Not You, Who? campaign we hope that you will prayerfully
consider how you will respond to the call to help Camp Christian, the Ohio region, Cleveland Christian
Home, Hiram Farm and Overseas Ministries. We're not asking you to make the life changes that my
parents did, but we do hope you will find some change in your budget so that you can give at your best
level over the next 36 months.

Prayer:

Generous God, thank you for the blessings in my life. Help me to trust in my ability to be a blessing to
others. Further help me to see the possibilities available to act within the blessings you provide.

In Jesus' name, Amen

Mary Arnold
First Christian Church, Zanesville
Member of "If Not Now, When...If Not You, Who committee
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Heartland Conference Upcoming Networks

The Christian Church in Ohio is now partnering with the Heartland Conference of the United Church of Christ
to do expanded mission and ministry through a series of Networks. Below you will see some of the upcoming

Network gatherings. If you have any questions, please email the Rev. Karen Bruno, Network Coordinator,
at networks@heartlanducc.org.

.? FEBRUARY NETWORK MEETINGS

b4 FEB 6%2-3:30 OR 6:30-8 PM

GENEROSITY AND STEWARDSHIP LISTENING SESSIONS

FEB 6TH, 4PM
FAITH FORMATION NETWORK

FEB 1
ENVIRONMENTAL CAR
1

FEB 25TH, 6:30 PM
YOUTH MINISTRY (ADULT L

FEB 27, 6:30 PM
GLOBAL MINISTRIES NETWORK

EADERS)

NEED MORE INFO? CONTACT REV. KAREN BRUNO, NETWORK COORDINATOR
NETWORKS@HEARTLANDUCC.ORG

ZOOM LINKS WILL BE RELEASED IN THE FAST FIVE THE WEEK OF MEETINGS

You Are Invited To The Women Prayer Breakfast March 8t In Middletown

On Saturday, March 8", Deborah Women are hosting a Women Prayer Breakfast, "Still | Rise.” It will be
Saturday, March 8 from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and will be hosted by First Christian Church of Middletown
(4520 Rosedale Rd., Middletown, OH 45042) The Rev. Michelle Dixon, Pastor of Summit Christian Church in
Dayton, is Guest Speaker. Tickets are $30. For more information, contact Rev. Dr. CJ Koen

at claudellajk@gmail.com.
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Saturday, 8th March 2025

Guest Speaker 10:00 AM-12:30 PM

Rev. Michelle Dixon

Pastor o S e
Summit Christian Church First Christian Church

Dayton OH 4520 Rosedale Road
Middletown OH 45042

Tickets $30

Available @ https://allevents.in/middletown/still-i-rise-women-prayer-
breakfast/80002756083403?ref=smdl

For More Information
contact CJ @
claudellajk@gmail.com




All Youth Are Invited To Our New "United Disciples Youth Group!”

INTRODUCING
HE UNITED DISCIPLES

L4

B¢ YOUTH GROUP

A collaboration between the Heartland Congerence (UCC)
and Christian Church of Chio (CCC)

-Monthly Youth Connections:

COLLEEN MUNLEY 2nd Tuesdays @ 6:30pm via Zoom REV. JONATHAN BRADNER
MUNLEYCOLLEEN@Y AHOO.COM -Summer Camgs PASTORJONATHANIUCC@GMAIL.COM

-Service Projects
-Cultural Experience Trips
~Leadership Cpportunities

Green Chalice Online Gathering

February 20, 7pm ET " Green Chalice Ga B The earth
~ Fek is what
At this free gathering you will meet Green Chalice g ‘ siaall

Ambassadors: Apostle Sharyn Cosby with National — e B havein

Convocation and Yoli Barragan with Obra Hispana. conmon

~

Wendell
Berry

Clergy, Lay Leaders of established or emerging Green Chalice
churches and people interested in active hope are welcome
to join in this informative and spirit led conversation.
Together we will learn and offer support and prayer for one
another as we care for creation and our neighbors in these
times.

Meet Green Chalice Ambassadors:
Apostle Sharyn Cosbhy with National

You can register for the free event ConVocation and Yoli Barragan with Obra
: Hispana.

https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/dhm events/green-chalice-online-gathering/



https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/dhm_events/green-chalice-online-gathering/
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Plan Now To Attend The Black Ministers Retreat, March 11-13, In Charleston, South Carolina
Black Ministers Retreat 2025
March 11-13, 2025 in Charleston, SC

REGISTER NOW: https://host.nxt.blackbaud.com/registration-form/?formld=0ac66ae4-8023-4eas-afcd-
7915d01268d8&envid=p-2Xj0BII5SrEmM8MRVgKSYvbw&zone=usa

Register now to join us in Charleston, South Carolina for our 2025 Black Ministers Retreat!

"You, Stand” is our theme and our retreat text is Exodus 33:7-22. God instructs the leader to stand on the
rock and God will cover them. We have planned a time of refreshment, learning, and remembrance. Come
and enjoy!

.|
‘!iﬁ

l
-l

5708

(%

.
>

Dr.Heber Brown, lll Dr. Irie Lynne Session Dr. Rickey McCray
Retreat Trainer Retreat Preacher Retreat Psalmist
Black Church Food Security Network The Gathering, Dallas, TX The Way CC, Indianapolis

N : e Opening Evening at Forte Jazz Lounge
m— . Mother Emmanuel Remembrance Tour
ional erican Museum

—

BLACK MINISTERS RETREAT
Charleston, SC

Registration Cost: $195 / Group Hotel Rate: $149 plus tax

>>Bus transportation is provided for events.<< y X
>>>Be sure to reserve your room after registering.<<<
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If Not Now, When - If Not You, Who? Congregational
Cluster Meetings

As you may know, we are nearing the congregational

IF NOT NOW,

phase of our Regional Fundraising Campaign called "If WHEN

Not Now, When — If Not You, Who?” We have been

working since May on the organization, publicity, and IF NOT YOU,

Major and Leadership Gift Phase. WHO

While we continue to seek Major and Leadership gifts,
we also will be kicking off the congregational phase of
the campaign at a series of cluster meetings scheduled

around the state. We are encouraging representatives from every congregation to attend. At these meetings,
a leadership team will discuss all aspects of the campaign including how your church can conduct a
congregational campaign. Suggested goals will be discussed and distributed.

Plan on coming to the meeting that works the best for you and bring some key leaders. The meeting will last
no more than two hours. Our schedule:

Wednesday, February 26th - Disciples Christian Church, Cleveland Heights, 10am

Saturday, March 1st - Karl Road Christian Church, Columbus, 2pm

Sunday March 2nd - First Christian Church, Wauseon, 3pm AND New Horizons Christian Church, Akron,
3pm

Sunday March 9th - Camp Christian, Marysville, 4pm

Tuesday March 11th - First Christian Church, Niles, 7pm

Sunday March 16th - Compass Christian Church, Mason, 4pm

Tuesday March 18th - Zoom Meeting, 4pm

Questions and to RSVP: Contact Jim Bane at jwbane@hotmail.com, 330.671.6026
Please RSVP by February 20th

ALSO, please be sure to check out the new Campaign web pages at www.ccinoh.com/campaign
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Save The Date: Celebrate Camp, Conference, and
Retreat Sunday March 30t

On Sunday, March 30, every congregation in the
Christian Church in Ohio is invited to celebrate Camp,
Conference, & Retreat Sunday. We are asking pastors
and worship leaders to craft a worship service around
C"' Pac°"’e"e“‘e’ & confrence, orretrat. hesources such 3o pravers,
ok o : el . , . prayers,
' ' litanies, recommended songs, and possible scriptures
will be provided by our Camp Christian Committee. We
are commissioning all of our Camp Christian Committee
members, all our camp, conference, and retreat
leadership team members, and our directors and

counselors to visit different churches to offer their

testimonials as to the importance of summer camps,
conferences, and retreats for their faith. Our Regional Minister will also be out preaching about his experience
growing up in the church camp program! We will provide churches with bulletin inserts and worship slides,
posters and registration materials, and a camp schedule to pass out to all who attend that Sunday.

More information is coming, but please plan to celebrate Camp, Conference, and Retreat Sunday March 30t

Created To Be Me Camp
From the Revs. Kara Swartz & Chad Penhorwood

Hello Ohio Region,

We are Revs. Kara Swartz & Chad Penhorwood and we
serve as the Co-Ministers at Newark Central Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ)—and we also serve as one of
the Keynoting Teams for Created To Be Me Camp
through Just Say Know Ministries. This Camp
opportunity is one of the many offerings for Camps that
will be offered at Camp Christian this Summer. Created
To Be Me Camp (or C2BM for short) is geared specifically
for students who have graduated 8" Grade and are
heading to 9", it is a tightly designed ecumenical
camping program focused on Spirituality & Sexuality as a
dynamic duo. Camp Christian is offering this camp the
week of July 6™-13% and that week is congruent with
High School Camp this year.

This Summer gt Camp Christian
JULY BLh-JULY ?‘?&'.h

We know that anytime a different program comes anywhere that you must explain its point and purpose and
that is what we hope to do a little bit here. For a bit of background, we both grew up in Ohio and have an

8th Grader, one of our four kids, ourselves. We have also been keynoting this particular camp in various
regions across the United States since 2013. (NC, KY, TN, MD/DE, & TX)

C2BM is the camp where we talk about our Spirituality & our Sexuality as a dynamic duo. (Think similar but



more than the 'Piecing the Puzzle of Me' Curriculum offered to High School campers in OH back in the early
2000s.)

As most may be aware, presenting young people with sexuality education is a challenge in any context (School,
Home, Church etc.). There are so many variables regarding content and message. C2BM Campers will receive
in-depth fact-based education about sexuality and related issues in the daily workshops, they will also learn
these things within the context of the life of Jesus and the love of God for each of them during the daily
keynotes. The benefits to getting this information in a Camp setting is that camp offers experiences of faith
development and spiritual nurture that are rarely matched in week-to-week ministry settings. The goal of the
camp is to let each one of these young people know that they are beautifully and wonderfully created by God
and LOVED for exactly who they are now and at any point in the future.

We hope and pray that you will pray along with us for this Summer at Camp Christian and for all of the young
people in our region. Please know you can also reach out to either of us if you have any additional questions
or want to be involved.

Looking forward to this Summer at Camp Christian,
Revs. Kara & Chad

Rev Kevin Greewald Visits Career Day At Local Middle
School

Rev. Kevin Greenwald recently visited the local middle
school where he talked with 7t and 8% graders about
the vocation of minister for their career day.

Rev. Greenwald writes, "I'm currently doing one of the
things | very much love about my vocation. Talking to
middle schoolers on career day about all the possibilities
and joys when one is clergy.”

Rev. Greenwald is the Senior Minister at the First
Christian Church in Bellefontaine.

Congregation Looking For "Outback Rock” VBS Material

Bailey Road Christian Church in Cuyahoga Falls is planning to hold Vacation Bible School the first week in June,
2025, using the "Outback Rock" VBS material. They are wanting to connect with any Congregations that may
have used that specific curriculum last year, and had any leftover materials that could be re-used.

If your Congregation is able to help them out, please contact the Church at 330-929-2727
or baileyroadchristian@gmail.com.
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Local Groups Volunteer At Camp For Church World
Service And Make Connections

Please let us introduce you to the Courtwright Group of
Marysville. They have a "Buy, Sell, Give" approach to
business that led them to us. They called Camp
Christian asking if we had a service project they could
help out with. We told them about our partnership with
Church World Service (CWS) and we suggested they help
assemble "Period Packs." This business gathered all of
these items and brought them to us on January 17, 2025
and spent the morning in the lodge assembling them
with Wendy.

Then, Northwest Christian Church who was arriving that Friday for their Elder's Retreat, agreed to help finish
more once we got more needed supplies. What a great demonstration of community helping community and
working together.

We will be donating 25 completed packs to CWS, and we still have many items we can use to make more.

It is so wonderful to make these connections within our community. Thanks be to GOD.

Week Of Compassion Encourages Sharing Of "Know Your Rights Red Cards"

Know Your Rights Red Cards, found here, were created to help people assert their rights and defend
themselves against constitutional violations.

Knowing and asserting rights can make a huge difference in many situations, such as when ICE agents go to a
home. Red cards provide critical information on how to assert these rights, along with an explanation to ICE
agents that the individual is indeed asserting their rights.

lllinois/Wisconsin/Michigan Regional Minister Position Open

The Emerging Region of lllinois/Wisconsin and Michigan will is seeking to call an ordained minister in the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) to the position of Regional Minister to lead the two-regions-becoming-
one into the future. Persons who would like to be considered for this position should express their interest via
email to Rev. Sandy Harvey (Regional Minister Search Committee Chair) rmsearch@cciwdisciples.org or paper
mail to Rev. Sandy Harvey c/o Christian Church in Illinois/Wisconsin, 401 W. Jefferson St., Bloomington, IL
61701. Questions can also be directed to the Regional Minister Search Partner, Andy

Mangum, andy@ccsw.org.

The position is listed in the Search and Call system. The Regional Profile/Job Announcement and Job
Description are linked HERE.

March 3, 2025--Application Deadline


https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2527&m=2656&nl=5&s=bad97c655476f96a390a72c05a742011&lid=14852&l=-https--www.ilrc.org/red-cards-tarjetas-rojas
mailto:andy@ccsw.org
https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2527&m=2656&nl=5&s=bad97c655476f96a390a72c05a742011&lid=14853&l=-https--www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/q4m76oywpx5o6vqsgzmwx/Regional-Minister-Profile-IL-WI-MI-FINAL.pdf--Q-rlkey--E-mlbglm2ozhetkq1l2r2q3fgg7--A-st--E-nxwuai11--A-dl--E-0

DHM Calls Rev. Derrick Perkins to Congregational
Vitality and Innovation

Disciples Home Missions is pleased to announce the
calling of Rev. Derrick Perkins to serve as Director for
Congregational Vitality and Innovation. This redesigned
position continues DHM's longstanding commitment to
working with churches, regions and general ministry
partners in the collective work of strengthening and
resourcing congregations throughout the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ). Rev. Perkins comes to DHM
after having faithfully served as Senior Pastor of
Centennial Christian Church in St. Louis, Missouri for 17
years.

With his leadership, Centennial made exceptional strides
in increased outreach efforts in the St. Louis community
with school districts, higher education institutions, local
businesses, and other service organizations committed
to care for neighbors. Rev. Perkins has also held leadership positions at Children's Defense Fund; National
Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse; and Jamison Memorial Human Resource and Development Agency. He
brings a wealth of knowledge and creativity from sacred partnerships in the community. His insights will help
DHM strengthen its work to help congregations thrive in their varying life cycles and transitions and he will be
a critical part of DHM's partnership and expansion in the area of grant funded programs. As Merger Staff, Rev.
Perkins will also be an important part of DHM's continued commitment to the National Convocation of the
Christian Church and the work of supporting African-American congregations and leadership development.

Rev. Perkins earned a B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies in Urban Education from Harris Stowe State College, and
a Master of Divinity from Eden Theological Seminary. Derrick has faithfully served on the General Board of the
Christian Church, Disciples Home Missions Board of Directors, the Epsilon Lambda Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha
Foundation Board, the Faith Communities United Board, and the Community Action Agency of St. Louis Board.
After a time of transition and celebration at Centennial, Rev. Perkins will officially begin his work at Disciples
Home Missions on March 3, 2025. Join us in celebrating Rev. Derrick Perkins' new ministry with the General
Church serving Disciples congregations in the United States and Canada.




Week of Compassion —
Special Offering 2025 /

February 16 & 23

Heard and Seen HEARDZ%ﬁ%SEEN *

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, SPECIAL OFFERING 2025
FEBRUARY 16 & 23 ﬂ

whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any

All of the details and resources for this special offering can be found
at https://www.weekofcompassion.org/2025.html

excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think
about these things. Keep on doing the things that you
have learned and received and heard and seen in me,
and the God of peace will be with you.

Philippians 4:8-9

General Board Nominations

GENERAL BOARD
The window for General Board Nominations is open.

e With the approval of GA-2343, and our commitment to

cnanges mads;in becoring a more connected - S 5 fostering a more connected church, the nomination
church, was to expand who can make e } {

nominations to the General Board. g y & process has evolved. As a Disciple, you have the exciting
As a Disciple, you now have the opportunity to

nominate delegates to serve on the General Board! - .~ . opportunity to nominate delegates to serve on the
Additionally, the GNC is tasked with nominating a - ' ¥ ‘ 5 - General Board

Moderator Team to offer leadership to the
denomination during the 2025-2028 triennium.

Do you kn ith gifts and th QR . . .
Sl bl e S : Learn more and begin the nomination process by

ol ereanaito segh fieneaidiing visiting https://bit.ly/GBNominations to access the
nomination forms and an educational pamphlet.

The deadline for submitting nominations is February
15, 2025.
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General Assembly
Register Today for the 2025 General Assembly!

Join us July 12-15, 2025, in Memphis, TN, for a
transformative gathering of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ). The theme this year is BEYOND,
inspired by Ephesians 3:20-21.

We will come together to celebrate, learn, and grow in
faith through powerful worship, inspiring workshops,
thought-provoking Bible study, impactful mission
projects, and fun and fellowship for children, youth,
young adults, and adults.

Plus, enjoy opportunities to explore the culture and
history of Memphis! Let's go BEYOND together—
BEYOND expectations, BEYOND boundaries, BEYOND
ourselves.

?2025 MEMPHIS

BEYOND

GENERAL AssEMBLY
Registration
and Housing
are now open!

Memphis, Tennessee ‘
July 12 - 15, 2025

Register now and be part of this sacred and joyful time: https://bit.ly/2025GARegistration.

(Additional GA Resources are available at Resources - General Assembly)
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