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Around The Region And In My Heart
January 2025 — A Word From The Regional Minister
Shoveling Show For The Common Good

I was out shoveling snow yesterday and truly enjoying the
winter weather (I know, I'm weird!) I live in a semi-urban
neighborhood and part of what I enjoy is how often people,
when in a situation of collective challenge like a snow storm,
seem to be willing to connect with neighbors and even
strangers a bit more readily than usual. Several people
passed by our house while I was shoveling, whether they
were walking their dog, delivering mail, or simply on their
way someplace. Each person engaged me in conversation
and it felt to me that they were a bit more willing to chat,
even it superficially. Clearly we were aware we were in this snow event together!

I also noticed down the block others out shoveling snow and cleaning off cars, and we nodded or
waved to each other. This got me to thinking about people working together to help others. I took a
moment to walk down the street to give some outgoing mail I had to the mail carrier (I had forgotten
I had it when he passed the house earlier). While waking to the mail truck I noticed that there were
some distinct differences in the way people shoveled snow. Some people clearly were focused on
making a path from the door of their house directly to the door of their car. Others had taken the
time to clear the sidewalk all the way across the front of the house and sometimes even made a path
to the street.

Now I don't want to presume motivations. Those that only made paths from door-to-door may have
only had the time or energy to do that. Believe me, I get such constraints! But I am grateful when
people are able to shovel the entire sidewalk as it so helps passersby to navigate their journey,
myself included. Shoveling the entire sidewalk, and even shoveling a bit of your neighbor's sidewalk,
helps the common good. That's the phrase that came to me that I meditated on yesterday while
shoveling snow: the common good.

Churches, when at their best, understand the importance and spiritual discipline of working for the
common good. When I am invited into a congregation that is engaging in the Search & Call process
to find new pastoral leadership, how the members understand the value of "the common good”
becomes evident quickly. Generally speaking, in my experience congregations that are the most
anxious about their future and afraid of closing often have fewer current outreach programs oriented
toward the community and non-members, and frequently talk more about how to survive and less
about how to keep their ministries to those in need going strong. Now, they may only have the time,
energy, and finances to focus on staying open (i.e. shovel the snow from the door of the house to
the car door). I do get it and my heart understands. But these congregations also make my chest
tighten up, and I become exhausted as well. With such inward focus, the only option they have, it
seems, is to find a way to close their doors as faithfully as they can.



But then I also have the joy of working with congregations that are all about the common good, even
when it appears such a focus doesn't orient enough time, attention, and energy to "staying

open." These congregations proudly talk about their ministries that serve others, whether it is
members of their own congregations who don't have access to many resources, or to those beyond
the church walls who enjoy their generosity and service. Quite often these congregations are well
aware of the smaller numbers they have in worship, or the fact that their leadership is older and their
bank accounts aren't growing. But they keep shoveling all of the sidewalk, and then a little more,
chatting with neighbors even as their backs ache and their toes grow colder.

Several such congregations come to mind immediately. I can't get a phone call from Chuck Mackey,
lay leader at Bolindale Christian Church, without an exciting and detailed update on their food
pantry program, which serves 55-60 people per month. They've even applied for a major grant to
expand the food ministry in the coming year. The same can be said for Woodland Christian
Church in Columbus. The Coalition For Racial Reconciliation that they are a part of is much of what
Rev. Dr. Eric Brown, their Senior Pastor, talks with me about. In addition to their annual Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day Service (coming up January 20t at 7 p.m.), they also regularly offer full Pro-
Reconciliation/Anti-Racism Training as well as amazing events for the community, in partnership with
congregations of other denominations. Similarly, you can't read a newsletter from First Christian
Church of Zanesville without seeing a deep concern for the common good, including their recent
"Disciples on Wheels" scavenger hunt where the young Disciples, let by Kim Paul, Director of
Christian Education, learned about and supported several local mission centers around the area while
having lots of fun!

We are all living in a time of collective challenge, whether politically, socially, or religiously. The
human tendency during times of trial is to turn inward and become protective and focused solely on
self and those like us. I understand this response completely! But our faith in Jesus Christ calls us to
do our best to be and act differently. Jesus always maintained a focus on others and the common
good, even — especially — when he faced persecution and distress. Whether it is in the midst of a
snowstorm or some other crisis, let us look to Jesus, “the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for
the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken
his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.”(Heb. 12:2). May his courage to remain focused on
the common good inspire us to do the same in the coming year.

Happy New Year!

Faithfully Yours,
Allen

If you did not yet have the chance to watch or read Rev. Harris's 2024 Year End Message, "The
Christian Church in Ohio Makes God's Love Real,” you can view it on our YouTube channel
here: https://youtu.be/kXGyGFpx7z8?si=IRcvwR2gimWpRNFc.

Written text & links available at https://www.ccinoh.com/ccio-blog/2024/december/2024-year-end-
message.aspx
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Camp Christmas
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We had a wonderful time sharing Christmas joy with our
neighbors, Tuesday, December 17, at Camp Christian. A total
of sixty-four kids received multiple gifts from us this Christmas
Season from a total of twenty families. Seventeen volunteers
from our churches and friends helped shoppers choose gifts,
wrapped gifts and cooked and served delicious food to our
families. Eighty volunteers and gift donors made our program
happen. This includes eleven local high schoolers who assisted
with set up and free store donors who contributed funds to
supplement the gifts!

Here is a reflection from one of the families:

"We are a family of 8 with 1 income. This program is truly a
blessing to us, we don't know what we'd ever do without your
help. We had so many struggles right at Christmas time, bills
with shut off notices so that makes providing Christmas for our family a true struggle. But because of
you guys, our family had such an amazing Christmas. We are truly thankful for the kindness you
show us. We truly do not know what we'd ever do without your help! We're truly thankful for/to you
for helping us to have a wonderful Christmas too!” -Neighbor of Camp Christian

Thank you so much to all who help make this magical event happen each year!

Check out the below infographic as well as the video linked HERE for more information.
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Advance Winter Retreat — THIS WEEKEND ' ‘
January, 10-12, 2025 at Camp Christian , \
For all adults ages 19 to 30 (at least 1 year out of high P> u/'/m/ M Wl
school.) \

Theme: The Waters of Life: Streams of Consciousness

'The Waters of Life:

Streams of Consciousness

Featuring Rev. Christopher Stark and Rev. Ali Miguel

JANUARY 10-12
Join us for a cozy lodge weekend away from the world WA
with other young adults. All are welcome!

Registration available

at https://wmt.suran.com/tool/event reqgistration v2/attendees?quid=d363728ab26e11ef819b94172
31b69c9

Follow Advance Ministries on Facebook and Instagram for more information as it becomes
available.

Questions? Contact the Advance Officers at officers@advanceministry.org

Interfaith Service And Mass Moral Meeting Features
|N'|'[R|:A|'|'H S[R\”[}E& Rev Teresa Hord Owens, General Minister And

MORAL MASS MEETING President

Monday, January 20 will be both the annual

For Such a Time as This commemoration of the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s legacy
A Prophetic Response to as well as the Presidential inauguration service. On that
America’s Defining Moment day coalition of interfaith partners are hosting a

Sszayrgwc:g:sglr:y\ émst|’€4r;;r;;)rlcshT(3|;c8|§)1lzsof(hrlst) national Interfaith Service and Moral Mass

s WLl Meeting to address this critical moment. It is an
invitation for people of faith and moral conviction to rise
together and respond to deep injustices that exist within
the nation. The Rev. Teresa Hord Owens, General Minister
& President of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) will
be one of the speaker.

Everyone is invited to gather for the event, For Such a Time As This: A Prophetic Response to
America's Defining Moment, either on-site or on-line on January 20 at 7 p.m. ET. The live event
— which will also be live streamed — will be held at the Healing Cathedral Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) in Memphis, Tennessee.

People interested in attending in person or virtually are encouraged to register for the
event here: https://web.cvent.com/event/b3da3cc3-a325-4a0e-bf74-39889bf8cb3b/regProcessStepi
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Harmony Springs Hosts Watch Party &

N WHAT IF THE WORD HO' ‘OSEXUAL A M Y
Conversation Around New SPECIAL SCREENING Pkl ooty gﬂmsm\ N%‘:::gg:
Documentary: "1946: The JANUARY 11, 2025 5PM

: ry: T ) SPECIAL GUEST 3891S. ARLINGTON RD.
Mistranslation That Shifted Culture ED OXFORD UNIONTOWN, OH 44685

RESEARCHER ON THE FILM
M.DIV. FROM TALBOT SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY
GRADUATE OF GREEN HIGH SCHOOL

THE MISTRANSLATION
THAT SHIFTED CULTURE

Saturday, January 11th

PIZZA SERVEDAT5PM  {
MOVIE STARTS AT 5:30

On Saturday, January 11, 2025 Harmony
Springs Christian Church in Green will be
showing the revolutionary
documentary, "1946: The Mistrans/ation
That Shifted Culture.” This is a feature
documentary that follows the story of tireless researchers who trace the origins of the anti-gay
movement among Christians to a grave mistranslation of the Bible in 1946. It chronicles the
discovery of never-before-seen archives at Yale University which unveil astonishing new revelations,
and casts significant doubt on any biblical basis for LGBTQIA+ prejudice. Come and enjoy pizza, a
show and Q&A after with our Special Guest: Researcher on the Film, Ed Oxford M.Div.

o Pizza will be served at 5:00pm

o Documentary will begin at 5:30pm

o Q&A with Mr. Oxford will begin immediately following the film

ADMISSION
DONATIONS WELCOME
(TO HELP PAY FOR PIZZR)

Q&A AFTER WITH MR. OXFORD

1946TH’EMUVIE.CUM
37 £ oneome

Rev. Joel Engman is their Senior Pastor.

Find out more about the movie here: https://www.1946themovie.com/

- Good Shepherd Christian Church, Macedonia,
Hosts "Building An Inclusive Church” Training
January 25t

Building an Inclusive Church Toolkit Training
Good Shepherd Christian Church
9571 Shepard Rd. Macedonia/Twinsburg

Saturday, January 25 - 1:00pm-4:00pm Lo
Y Y P P Good Shepherd Christian Church of
The Building an Inclusive Church (BIC) Toolkit is

an ecumenical resource for the O+A process
that prioritizes conversation and connection.
This dynamic, interactive workshop is designed
to equip individuals and the faith community
with the tools and strategies to create
welcoming and affirming spaces for LGBTQ+
people.
Free and open to everyone!
Hosted by Disciples LGBTQ+ Alliance Executive
Director, Rev. Jermell Witherspoon.
S Hope to see you there!

AlliagceQ

GOOD SHEPHERD Disciples LGBT@+ Alliance

Christian Church

Macedonia/Twinsburg and Alliance Q invites you to
a "Building an Inclusive Church (BIC) Training” that
they are hosting on Saturday January 25% from 1-4
p.m. People can register by contacting us at
www.goodshepherdchristianchurch.org.

The Building Inclusive Churches (BIC) Training is a
dynamic, interactive workshop designed to equip
individuals and faith communities with the tools and
strategies to create welcoming and affirming spaces
for LGBTQIA+ people. Rooted in the values of
inclusion, justice, and community, the training
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offers practical steps for fostering meaningful dialogue, addressing barriers, and building bridges
within congregations and organizations.

Through guided discussions, resources, and case studies, participants will learn how to navigate the
Open and Affirming process, advocate for systemic change, and embody radical hospitality that
reflects the inclusive love of God. Whether your community is beginning the journey or seeking to
deepen its commitment, the BIC Training is a transformative experience for cultivating belonging and
celebrating diversity.

This training is open to all who will be participating in creating an Inclusive community. We invite
those who are leaders of the church, clergy and lay!

Disciples Christian Church in Cleveland

Heights Offers Arts & Spirituality Reflecting Divine Creativity in Worship
Retreat “Let .ﬁf&‘ﬁ‘.ﬁﬁé}iﬁ’ﬁ.‘iﬁ" ot light.

An Art & Spirituality Retreat & Learning Event

Please save the date for an upcoming Arts
and Spirituality Retreat & Learning Event on
Wednesday, May 7 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
for you or those in your congregations who
might be interested. This workshop is an
outgrowth of the work that Disciples
Christian Church in Cleveland Heights is
doing with the cultural arts center in their building, as well as integrating art in worship in more
diverse ways for their congregation. The congregation is also engaging the congregation and
community in topics of diversity, equity, inclusion and belonging. They also are hoping to learn what
other congregations are doing as well as sharing their own experiences.

- %

The event will be co-led by the Rev. Jason Bricker-Thompson, Pastor of Disciples Christian Church,
and the Rev. Elyse Berry from Council for Health and Human Service Ministries of the United Church
of Christ. If you or any members of your congregations/organizations are interested to join in this
retreat and share what you all have been doing with art in worship and spiritual formation in your
ministries, that would be lovely.

Attached is the full size flyer.




Two Ohio Reps To Attend Disciples
Development Conference

January 14 to 16 our Regional Minister, the Rev.
Allen V. Harris, and the Chair of our Regional
%)) listening for Cues Church Development Committee, the Rev.
@ Srmmweamenng  Stephanie McLemore, will be attending the Disciples
3 Development Conference in Irving, Texas, hosted
ding Trust by the Christian Church Foundation. The Disciples
for Effective Fundraising Development Conference is the annual gathering of
development officers, ministry leaders, and
N AR R fundraising enthusiasts from congregations
January 14-16, 2025 g greg '

Irving, TX regional ministries, higher education, general
ministries, and ministry partners of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ). Networking,
collaboration, and relationship building occurs
throughout the conference where shared learning

N>

WWW.CHRISTIANCHURCHFOUNDATION.ORG

elping Disciples Mae a Diffrence SRS

empowers mission and ministry.

This year the conference will have a special learning track for Regional Church leaders. Keynote
Speaker for the event is Phil Purcell who currently serves as the director of planned giving for the
central territory of the Salvation Army. He has enjoyed a 30-year career in planned giving and as
counsel to nonprofits. Last year, Jackie Compton Bunch, from Woodland Christian Church in
Columbus, attended the conference and she made Rev. Harris aware that a Regional Church learning
track was planned for this year.

Rev. Harris and Rev. McLemore look forward to sharing insights and ideas for all of our church
leaders from this important event. Your gifts to the Renewal Initiative helps make such learning
possible.

Scouting Sunday Ideas

Check out the Scouting America website for more
information. https.//www.scouting.org/

February has been designated as Scouting Anniversary Month, and many
local churches have a Scout Sunday on the first Sunday of February. It
is important for Scouting organization to recognize their chartered
partner during Scouting's Anniversary month, and if that partner is a
church, then Scout Sunday is a great day to do that. Regardless of when
it is celebrated, those institutions that are faith based should be engaged in a congregational
celebration where the Pack, Troop, and or Crew plays an active role in the service.

Attached to this email are helpful ideas, including newsletter/bulletin text, and worship resources.
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INTRODUCING
*I'HE UNITED DISCIPLES

YOUTH GROUP

. I, A collaboration between the Heartland Congerence (UCC)
and Christian Church of Chio (CCC)

-Monthly Youth Connections:

COLLEEN MUNLEY 2nd Tuesdays @ 6:30pm via Zoom REV. JONATHAN BRADNER
@ MUNLEYCOLLEEN@YAHOO.COM -Summer Camps PASTORJONATHANIUCC@GMAILCOM f§

-Service Projects
-Cultural Experience Trips
~Leadership Cpportunities

Denomination-Wide Prayer Vigil Seeks
Christian Church In Ohio Congregations To
Sign Up For The 28" Of January, February,
and March!

Every year for the past several years Disciples
Home Missions has held an All-Church Prayer Vigil
from January 1 through Easter for the entire
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United
States and Canada. This year they are signing up
volunteers for the vigil through the Regional
Churches and other General Ministries. The
Christian Church in Ohio has been assigned
the 28" of each month (January 28, February

Praying from January 1 to Easter

28, and March 28) from 7:30 a.m. to 7:30 + For the World +

For the Church
p.m. each of these days. e

Using 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 as a quide, "Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you” (NRSV) congregations and
individuals are invited to be particularly attentive to our prayer lives. Prayers can include the joys



and concerns of each individual, family, community, congregation, our nation and the world. But
there is a special encouragement to pray for the Church, particularly the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ) and the Christian Church in Ohio. Prayers can include our General Minister & President,
Rev. Teresa Hord Owens, each of the General Ministries and their staff and volunteers, each of the
31 Regions as well as Obra Hispana, the North American Pacific/Asian Disciples, and the National
Convocation; the Christian Church in Ohio including our Regional Minister, Regional Church Staff,
Regional Church Council, and all of our leaders and members. Certainly, you are invited to pray for
our 130 congregations, our over 325 clergy including chaplains and retired clergy, our ecumenical
and interfaith partners, and all of the members and friends of our churches.

Our Regional Minister, the Rev. Allen V. Harris, will begin each of these three days in
prayer at 7:30 a.m. to help lead the Regional Church in Prayer.

If your congregation would like to participate in this All-Church Prayer Vigil please choose whether
you would like to sign up people to pray January 28, February 28, or March 28 or all three days! You
can sign up persons in 30-minute increments. Please let the Regional Church Office know
(ccio@ccinoh.org) the name of your congregation and which day(s) you have chosen to pray. NOTE:
We do not need to know the specific names of individuals signed up to pray, but you may want to set
up a way to remind those individuals the day before you have chosen.

If your congregation is not participating and you would like to pray as an individual, please let us
know which day(s) you have chosen and, if you want, what time you have chosen. Also email us
at ccio@ccinoh.org.

And may this season of prayer be a chance for the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and the
universal Body of Christ, to be renewed and revitalized in new and ever more powerful ways!

Direct From Memphis: A Personal Invitation
? To Attend The General Assembly This
2025 MEMPHIS

Summer!
o N D Recently, our Regional Minister, Rev. Allen Harris,

was in Memphis, Tennessee for a meeting of the

College of Regional Ministers. While he was there,

he checked out the Renasant Convention Center in
downtown Memphis, the site of the upcoming General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) July 12 -15.

EPHESIANS 3:20-21

You can watch his personal invitation to the General Assembly which Rev. Harris posted on Facebook
here: https://fb.watch/w pdTLx9NQ/

Registration and housing are open for the 2025 General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ). Register at: https://bit.ly/2025GARegistration. Once you register for the event you will
have access to the hotels with the special General Assembly rate.
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This year's General Assembly theme: "BEYOND" is based on Ephesians 3:20-21: “Now to the one
who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to the power that is at
work within us, to them be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever
and ever. Amen!”

For those who have not been before, the General Assembly is a four-day gathering in response to
God's covenant of love that calls us to come together to go BEYOND. It is a time for us to step into
the vastness of God's imagination across the life of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Mark
your calendars to join us July 12-15, 2025, for worship, workshops, Bible study, opportunities to
explore Memphis, mission projects, and the sacred work of the church for children, youth, young
adults, and adults across the life of the church.

An added benefit this year will be a series of trainings the day before (Friday, July11) including:

» Healthy Boundaries Training (recognized by the CCinOH Commission On Ministry in fulfilling
the Clergy Standing Renewal training)

» Anti-Racism & Pro-Reconciliation Training (recognized by the CCinOH Commission On Ministry
in fulfilling the Clergy Standing Renewal training)

o Empowering Congregational Leaders Training

« National Convocation Pre-Assembly Event

« Disciples Chaplains Pre-Assembly Event

Find out more and register at: https://ga.disciples.org/

Camp Christian Facilities Manager Position —
Application Deadline Wednesday, January 15th

The Christian Church in Ohio (Disciples of Christ) is seeking
a full-time Camp Christian Facilities Manager. The Camp
Christian Facilities Manager will perform all duties relating
to the maintenance of all structures, infrastructures, and
grounds of Camp Christian, the Christian Church in Ohio's
93-acre regional camp and conference facility located in
Magnetic Springs, Ohio. The Facilities Manager will furnish
leadership and direction for assigned specialty areas. The
Facilities Manager must live onsite.

A full job description is available at: https://www.ccinoh.com/about-us/regional-church-job-
openings.aspx

Qualifications
Must have camp facilities maintenance experience or comparable experience, creativity and vision,
and be able and willing to work with diverse people. Preference for a person of faith.
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o Experience: This position requires that the candidate will have previous experience in
management and staff supervision. Experience and/or knowledge in wastewater treatment,
drinking water, and overall maintenance are imperative.

o Knowledge: This person will have or is willing to seek knowledge of the Regional Church, its
churches, its ministers and its goals.

o Respect. Regardless of the religious beliefs of the person holding the position, they will act in
accordance with the values of the CCIO, which includes respecting the beliefs of all those
participating in events at Camp Christian.

o Skills and Abilities: This person will have the ability to work in a collegial style, while also being
self-motivated and able to work with little supervision. Must be well organized, adept with
time management, and able to maintain necessary flexibility of scheduling. Excellent skills in
both written and verbal communication, as well as consulting and strategic planning are
essential. Must have highly developed interpersonal skills and be capable of dealing with
stress. This person will have a keen sense of delegation and the ability to supervise part-time
staff of diverse ages.

o Physical Requirements: Ability to lift up to 40 Ibs. Ability to stand for significant periods of
time. Ability to climb in attics and on roofs. Ability to climb stepladders and extension ladders.

o Other:

o Must be at least 18 years old.

o Must have a valid driver's license

o Must accept and abide by the alcohol, illegal drugs and weapons policy of Camp
Christian. Any violation may result in immediate dismissal.

o Must pass a background check completed by the Christian Church in Ohio

Compensation & Benefits:
Based on experience, compensation will be $40,000-$45,000 plus health care stipend, housing,
utilities, and full pension.

To Apply:
If interested, please send a letter of interest and resume to: Christian Church in Ohio Personnel
Committee; via email: ccio@ccinoh.org or via mail: 10335 Maple Dell Rd., Marysville, OH 43040-8151

Applications are due by January 15th.
Anticipated start date: negotiable, but no later than March 1st.

Please note: the current Interim Facilities Manager will have the privilege of being considered
alongside all other applicants. We are committed to a full and complete search process.
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Ghent Christian Church Concludes Historic Ministry
November 24

— On Sunday, November 24, Ghent Christian Church concluded its
— visible and regular ministry as a congregation. The congregation,
s previously located in Bath and founded in 1843 and fully multi-
racial/multi-cultural (English/Korean) since 2003, had become a

' house church in North Canton in 2021. The Rev. Jae Young Rhee
| has been Pastor of the congregation since 2011.

Bl The final service was attended by the Pastor and his wife, Sarah,
=4 members of the congregation, as well Rev. Dr. Don Baird,

1 Regional Elder for District 7, and the Rev. William "Bill” Meyer,
former Pastor of the congregation (pictured.) And as is their
tradition, worship was followed by a wonderful and sumptuous
meal.

Compass Christian Church, Mason, Celebrates Mortgage
Burning December 15

On Sunday, December 15 Compass Christian Church in Mason celebrate
the paying off of the mortgage on their property with a "mortgage
burning” during the Sunday service of worship. The Rev. Beckie Linn
Gregory Shelton, Pastor, led the service and the dramatic "mortgage
burning” (pictured).

Rev. Shelton, on behalf of the congregation, presented Rev. Jim Bane,
Campaign Chair of the "If Not Now, When? If Not You, Who?”
campaign a $20,000 check, a tithe of the recent sale of a portion of
their property.

The family of Reverend George Reese, founding pastor of then
Tylersville Road Christian Church, was present for the joyful celebration.




First Christian Church, Mt. Vernon,
Commemorates Last Sunday Worshipping In
Their Building

On Sunday, December 29t the members and
friends of First Christian Church of Mt. Vernon
celebrated the final service of worship together in
their building (pictured). The Rev. Robin Myers,

4 Regional Elder for District 6, was present for the
service.

The congregation had sold their downtown church facilities several years ago and moved to smaller
facilities where the congregation has been worshipping since. Their Pastor is Pastor Brad Hamm.
They decided late last year to move completely to online worship. You can participate in worship on
their Facebook page here: https://www.facebook.com/fccdisciplesofchrist

Our Regional Minister, Rev. Allen Harris, had the honor of preaching for the congregation on Sunday,
December 22nd, and brought words of greeting and support from the Christian Church in Ohio.
congregational data and Yearbook reporting is A I E x
currently offline while it moves to a new platform.

The window for annual reporting of Yearbook DATA biIsSCIPLES

statistics will open on January 21, and the ALEX
system should be available to begin reporting.

ALEX Yearbook Reporting 2025

Please be aware that the ALEX database for

The updated system should streamline annual reporting, and it will make it easier to review your
congregation's Yearbook history. Training on the new system will be available prior to the start of the
reporting period. A worksheet to help you compile your 2024 data for the report is currently
available.

Attached to this email is the worksheet that you can fill in ahead of time so when the program is
available you will be ready to enter the information.

If you have any questions, please contact ALEX Support at alex@disciples.org.

Insurance Board Presents Workshop On "Sanctuary: Legal Considerations For Faith
Communities”

The Insurance Board Presents A Webinar On Sanctuary: Legal Considerations For Faith Communities


https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2519&m=2648&nl=5&s=bad97c655476f96a390a72c05a742011&lid=14766&l=-https--www.facebook.com/fccdisciplesofchrist
mailto:alex@disciples.org
https://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2519&m=2648&nl=5&s=bad97c655476f96a390a72c05a742011&lid=14766&l=-https--www.facebook.com/fccdisciplesofchrist

on Thursday, January 16, 2025 at 2:00 p.m. All Christian Church in Ohio church leaders are invited
to join this webinar as Heather Kimmel, General Counsel for the United Church of Christ, discusses
the legal risks congregations should consider when engaging in sanctuary ministries. Register Here

Insurance Board
Presents:

INSURANCE
BOARD

® o o 0 0 0 o @
Date -

January 16, 2025 “""Ck)

Time
2 P.M, ET via ZOOM

*Registration is limited. A recording will be

available on our website after the event. Heather Kimmel

General Counsel
United Church of Christ

Register Here

Heather has served as the General Counsel of the
Please ]'oin us as Heather United Church of Christ since 2015. In that capacity,
she regularly counsels the corporations of the

discusses the legal risks National Ministries and the Conferences on issues
Congregations ShOUld related to governance, religious l1bert)f, mfcellectual
) _ property, tax, employment, and ecclesiastical
consider when engaging oversight processes.
. . . Before joining the National Ministries, she practiced
L SanCtuary ministries. in two large law firms in Cleveland. She frequently
speaks on church law-related matters and maintains
a blog on the UCC National Ministries website.
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Hosting Opportunities For
Congregations For Upcoming Faith and
Climate Event

F MY Ut P

2025 National Faith + Climate Forum

Become a HOST for an in-person gathering in

Blessed Tomorrow invites congregations to i
your community on March 27, 2025.

become a National Faith + Climate Forum
host and receive up to $500!

Receive up to $500 for:
refreshments, childcare, materials, and other costs!

nationalfaithandclimateforum.org

Your congregation or organization is invited
to become an in-person host for your local
community for the streaming of the National
Faith + Climate Forum on Thursday March 27, 2025.

Hosting is a fantastic way to bring your congregation or organization together and meet other like-
minded leaders in your community who are interested in moving forward on climate solutions.
Blessed Tomorrow helps to make it simple and meaningful for you! Note: you must register as a host
location by Thursday, March 17, 2025. Learn what hosting entails!

Blessed Tomorrow provides hosts with: On-site and Technical Checklists, Participation Guides,
Promotional Support, Registration Management, Event Platform

Register your host location today!

If you have any questions and/or need more information, please contact Eric
Marquez at ericm@ecoamerica.org

Plan Now To Attend The Black Ministers Retreat, March 11-13, In Charleston, South
Carolina

Black Ministers Retreat 2025
March 11-13, 2025 in Charleston, SC

REGISTER NOW: https://host.nxt.blackbaud.com/registration-form/?formId=0ac66ae4-8023-4ea4-
afcd-7915d01268d8&envIid=p-2XjOBIISrEmM8MRVgKSYv6w&zone=usa
Register now to join us in Charleston, South Carolina for our 2025 Black Ministers Retreat!

"You, Stand” is our theme and our retreat text is Exodus 33:7-22. God instructs the leader to stand
on the rock and God will cover them. We have planned a time of refreshment, learning, and
remembrance. Come and enjoy!
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Dr. Heber Brown, llI Dr. Irie Lynne Session Dr. Rickey McCray
Retreat Trainer Retreat Preacher Retreat Psalmist
- Black Church Food Security Network The Gathering, Dallas, TX The Way CC, Indianapolis
}-.——— - e M —

e e B Opening Evening at Forte Jazz Lounge

| ——

B i

other Emmanuel Remembrance Tour
an American Museum

BLACK MINISTERS RETREAT
Charleston, SC

Registration Cost: $195 / Group Hotel Rate: $149 plus tax

>>Bus transportation is provided for events.<<
>>>Be sure to reserve your room after registering.<<<
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Week of Compassion ——
Special Offering 2025 /

February 16 & 23

Heard and Seen HEARDcsmpass?@nSEEN
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever : AND

is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is SPECIAL OFFERING 2025

pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is FEBRUARY 16 & 23

All of the details and resources for this special offering can be found
at https://www.weekofcompassion.org/2025.html

commendable, if there is any excellence and
if there is anything worthy of praise, think
about these things. Keep on doing the things
that you have learned and received

and heard and seen in me, and the God of
peace will be with you.

Philippians 4:8-9
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