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Around The Region And In My Heart
By Rev. Allen V. Harris, Regional Pastor & President

The Power Of Advent & Christmas In A Divided World

In the last month I have become painfully attuned to the reality
that we human beings look at the world around us in vastly
different ways, sometimes even from diametrically opposite
perspectives. I know this is obvious, and it isn't a new
revelation, but what is new for me is the inconceivable depth of
our differences and the sometimes violent urgency and
unwavering rigidity with which we hold onto them — even when
we claim to share similar identities. I'm more aware now in
Advent 2024 that simply saying one is a Christian does not even
remotely resemble anything close to what someone else might
mean when they name themselves a Christian. The same goes
for labels such as "American,” someone who "believes in
democracy,” a "patriot,” or even characteristics like
"evangelical,” "compassionate,” "humble,” or "loving.”

What I continue to struggle with is how we came to the place where giving one's life to Jesus Christ,
the one revealed in very powerful ways in Holy Scripture, could lead us down such different

paths. Yes, I know well the history of faith and especially of the Christian Church, where some
where led to a monastic life of meditation and prayer, some were led to lives of hard and sweat-
laden service to others, some were led to self-aggrandizing power and fame, and some were led to
bloodthirsty crusades and calculated inquisitions which led to the imprisonment, torture, and deaths
of other human beings, in unimaginable numbers. But call me a cross-eyed optimist, or someone
totally out of touch with reality, but my hope has been my entire life that the moral arc of the
universe (to reference much quoted phrase) truly does bends towards justice, peace, kindness, and
love.

I still believe it does, or I don't exactly know how to go on with life if it doesn't, but what I'm
painfully aware of now is that arc has many twists and turns, even spirals, that oftentimes move us
backwards before moving us forwards. The question becomes how we keep the faith that ultimately
the values we hold dear will come to fruition. A glimmer of such hope is most needed when we feel
we are rapidly shifting backwards into chaos and bloodshed as I do fear we are now.

I would like to believe that is exactly why we engage in the disciplines and devotions of Advent every
year, to steadfastly remind us of our ultimate goal: love being born in our midst in the vulnerability of
a baby and the humility of a family living in poverty and under massive oppression who fervently
believe in life and keep moving forward. And whether or not we use the more Advent themes of
Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love, or simply follow the scripture passages that explore the coming of Christ
into our lives, we once again lift up the possibility that there is a single focus to all that seems chaotic
and contradictory around us: God's Love Made Real.

I know well that my fears about this moment in history reveal my perspectives, even my politics,
about this moment in history and that there are others in the Christian Church in Ohio who are



reveling in recent events and naming this time as one where we are moving forward. Even so, I am
steadfast in my understanding of the biblical imperative, particularly the words, actions, and life story
of Jesus Christ, as giving me genuine cause for my fears and compel me to exclaim warnings about
the coming chaos. I faithfully maintain that the entire Christmas Story is one that is entirely
counterculture to what is happening right now in our political world. To support this I would put
forth:

o God came to us as a weak and defenseless baby, an ethnic minority child assumed to be born
out of wedlock at that, not as a powerful oligarch. This is hardly the image of "masculinity”
and "muscle” touted on TikTok or Instagram today.

» God came to us as a child in dismal poverty born in a stable, not as a wealthy capitalist living
in a opulence. This is in direct contrast to the present-day hunger for the biggest, the most
extravagant, the costliest lifestyle as portrayed on social media or in sports, entertainment,
and now by government officials.

« Those who recognized and respected the beauty, the authority, the salvation of this weak and
impoverished baby of religious minority parents were the blue-collar working class laborers of
their day, the shepherds, and not the corporate executives and boards of trustees.

o The Holy Family had to flee for their lives and became (in modern phrasing) "undocumented
immigrants” in order to avoid a massacre authorized by those in power, which still ended in
the slaughter of thousands of infants of the ethnic minority population.

« The wisest ones of the world recognized the power of this poor helpless infant and not the
authority of those in the highest office of the land, and even risked their lives disobeying the
head of state in an act of civil disobedience by "going home by another way.”

And this is just the Holy Scriptures we read and celebrate in Advent and Christmas! I could go book
by book through the Bible, from Genesis to Revelation, and show how the arc of scripture does,
indeed, bend us towards justice, equity, freedom, radical inclusivity, peace, compassion, hope,
kindness, and love.

My plea to all of us this Holiday Season is to yes, be informed as to what is happening in our world
today, but to turn away from the news and social media posts, as well as the fear or the exhilaration
those posts and reports might stir in us, long enough to refocus our hearts and minds and souls
again and again on the simple yet powerful story of Christ that scripture and our faith guide us

to. May our services of worship and all our church activities reflect less and less the compulsions of
our politics and more and more the transforming and counter-culture story of Jesus Christ and the
love this baby made real in that blessed birth in Bethlehem long ago.

May it be so.

Faithfully Yours,
Allen




THIS SATURDAY - Camp Christian Christmas
Market & Celebration
Saturday, December 7th from 10:00am to 4:00pm

vendors, small businesses, and yard sale booths.
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beautiful day at Camp Christian!!

Help us support Camp Christian's life-changing
ministry. Sign up to sell your items or bring your
church group, youth group, book club, families,
friends, or just treat yourself to a day out. There
will be concessions sold for lunch and snack items
throughout the day to benefit Camp Christian.

If you are interested in selling your items at the event, please fill out the separate Vendor Application
form TODAY (linked below.) Proceeds from vendor fees will go directly to Camp Christian operating
funds, which helps prepare Camp for Summer Programming.

The Market will be open on Saturday, but we are also opening Camp up on Friday night for overnight
accommodations and fellowship.

We hope to see YOU there!!

Details at and Vendor Application at: https://www.ccinoh.com/regional-
calendar.aspx?events=12193&action=details
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The Free Store at Camp Christian Re-
visioning

Since its inception in 2010, The Christian Church in
Ohio has been blessed with the ability to lovingly
serve our neighbors at Camp Christian through The
Free Store at Camp Christian. Over the last 15
years, the Free Store has assisted thousands of
people in our community with donations of much-
needed money, food, and clothing. It has been a
meaningful ministry and much needed resource for
folks in the surrounding area around Camp
Christian.

This ministry would not have been possible without generous donations and support from Disciples
across the state and while the love for our neighbors and their need still remains, the time has come
for the Free Store to be re-visioned in a more manageable and sustainable way. Moving forward,
below are ways in which Free Store assets will be used to help our community.

The yearly volunteer-supported "Camp Christmas” event turns the Dining Hall into a Christmas store
where caregivers can shop for children from a selection of generously donated brand-new gift items.
It is really a big community Christmas party with delicious food and live music where we share with
neighbors. When re-visioning started the plan was to focus on this one outreach opportunity, as has
been successful in the past with good community reach. All are encouraged to come out and join us
on December 17 at Camp to witness the exchange of LOVE AND JOY.

The majority of the current Free Store space at
Camp Christian will now be used by Church World
Services as a drop-off and storage location for
churches and individuals to bring disaster relief
supplies. The Church World Services team reached
out this past summer to ask if it were possible to
nest at Camp Christian, as their location at Templed
Hills UCC Camp would no longer be available to
them after it closes at the end of the year. Camp
Christian's central location makes it an ideal space
to help collect and facilitate CWS's vital ministry.

While figuring out the next steps for the Free Store,
a young woman from the local high school
contacted the Region about wanting to help with the Free Store. This incredible young woman,
President of her class and works with Students of Service (SOS) at North Union High School,
expressed that the need for material assistance is still very much there, specifically for teens in the
area. This collaboration has led to a re-visioned outreach project for teens called "The Fit Fix”.
Through this new initiative local teens can electronically request needed items including clothing,
hygiene items, and school supplies and have them delivered directly to their homes. The delivery
process not only supplies local teens with needed items but does so in a way that eliminates a
transportation barrier and reduces the stigma of assistance. We are hoping to use some of the teens
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signed up for the upcoming "Camp Christmas” to test out the new process and have plans to launch
the new program after the New Year.

Currently, there is a good amount of money available that was
donated to the Free Store. Our plan is to use this money in the
following ways:
1. $1,500 to supplement the 2024 Camp Christmas program
2. $1000 to prepare and better the space for the new "THE
FIT FIX" program
3. $1,500 to purchase hygiene kits and underwear for the
new "THE FIT FIX" program
4. $500 and Free Store supply donation to the newly
opened Richwood HOPE CENTER that will serve a
number of local families that were served through the
Free Store
5. $500 donation to CWS

Totaling $5,000

Any remaining funds will roll into "The Fit Fix" to be used for
teens as needed. Any additional Free Store funds coming in will
now be designated to "The Fit Fix".

Thank you, again, for your generous support in the past and your continued support as we evolve
and continue this meaningful outreach! If you have any questions, would like to volunteer, or donate
please contact Wendy Taylor at 614-832-9679 or ohio.camp.christian@gmail.com.

If Not Now, When. If Not You, Who

IF NOT NOW, The Christian Church in Ohio is entering into a bold

WHEN

new vision for the future! Launched during our
Regional Assembly, the "If Not Now, When. If Not
You, Who" Ohio Regional Ministry Center Financial
IF NOT YOU, Campaign is officially underway. Over the next few
months, our campaign steering team is developing

WHO materials that will facilitate this campaign on a

3 congregational level. But it is not too early to begin
envisioning how individuals and congregations can
aid in this vision for a sustainable future. The
envisioned $2.5 million dollar campaign will fund:
A new accessible pool at Camp Christian ($1.6 million)
Facilities and accessibility improvements for camp and regional church office ($100,000)
Full-time conference center director for 3 years ($200,000 with benefits)
Three to four half-time program positions for regional ministries for 3 years ($300,000)
Mission projects that will benefit: Cleveland Christian Home, Hiram Farm, and Disciples
overseas ministries ($150,000)
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With these funds the Christian Church in Ohio will be able to offer a strong variety of summer camp
programs, expand non-church use of camp facilities, strengthen support for local church ministries,
and help churches reach new communities. This is a bold new vision for our shared facilities and our
opportunities for fellowship, but we need your help to achieve it! "If not nhow, when? If not you,
who?”

More details and resources will be added to the website very soon and will be shared as soon as they
are ready. Donations and pledges can be made at https://www.ccinoh.com/other-pages/campaign-
donation-if-not-now-when.aspx.

51st Annual Search for the Christ Child at First Christian Church in Wadsworth
Friday, December 6th from 6-8pm
116 E. Boyer St., Wadsworth

* e

A LIVE NATIVITY EXPERIENCE.

SEARCH FOR THE
CHRIST CHILD

TAKE A JOURNEY BACK TO THE FIRST CHRISTMAS.

i FRIDAY DECEMBER 6TH 6-8 PM
A FREE EVENT FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!
COOKIES & HOT COCOA

LIVE HARP MUSIC

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
116 E. BOYER STREET
WADSWORTH, OHIO 44281
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Blue Christmas Worship at Champion Christian Church in Warren
Tuesday, December 10th at 7pm
305 Center St. W., Warren
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All are welcome to attend

Led by Rev. Cynthia Klingemier

305 Center St. W,
Warren, OH 44484




New Hope Christian Church of Holland
Celebrate Two Year Anniversary Of Pastor
Vickie Rankins-Anderson With Concert

All are invited to a Free Concert Celebrating Pastor
Vickie Rankin Anderson's 2-Year Anniversary as
Pastor of New Hope Christian Church in Holland on
Saturday, January 4. Please join the congregation
for a heartfelt afternoon of music and celebration as

’Eﬂgypgcs)tr\?vrvgaysei:;)rrgickie's incredible journey over S%A;Is"z; rﬂyﬂﬂiﬂ

The concert will feather Nikki 'D' & The Sisters of /
Thunder, renowned International Gospel Artists

known for their captivating blend of traditional,

contemporary, and gospel blues sounds!

When: Saturday, January 4th
Time: 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Where: New Hope Church, 2457 Holloway Rd, Holland OH

This is a fantastic opportunity for the whole community to come together in praise and joy.

Bring your friends and family for an unforgettable experience of worship and celebration! We can't
wait to see you there!

' ‘ Advance Winter Retreat
\ January, 10-12, 2025 at Camp Christian

}. - For all adults ages 19 to 30 (at least 1 year out of
W‘/t%/ h/gh school.)

Theme: The Waters of Life: Streams of
Consciousness

The Waters of Life:

Streams of Consciousness

Join us for a cozy lodge weekend away from the
JANUARY 10-12 world with other young adults. All are welcome!

‘ Registration available

&W)

at https://wmt.suran.com/tool/event registration v2/attendees?quid=d363728ab26e11ef819b94172
31b69c9

Follow Advance Ministries on Facebook and Instagram for more information as it becomes
available.

Questions? Contact the Advance Officers at officers@advanceministry.org
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Cody Reeder Commissioned And Installed As Pastor Of
Norwood Christian Church

On Sunday, November 10, Pastor Cory Reeder was
Commissioned as a Minister of the Christian Church Disciples of
Christ and installed as the Ministerial Leader of Norwood
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Cincinnati, Ohio.

The Rev. Thomas Barnes, Regional Elder for District 12,
officiated. Pastor Reeder successfully completed all of the
requirements for being a Commissioned Minister through the
Commission on Ministry, Team 2, where Rev. Julie Cory is
Chair. He had been serving as a lay leader for the past several
years.

We wish Pastor Reeder and the Norwood Christian Church all
our best in their journey together.

it Rev. Debbie Kautz Installed As Pastor At
.+ United Christian Church Of Clayton

_ On Sunday, November 24 the Rev. Debbie Kautz
was installed as the Pastor of United Christian
Church of Clayton.

"= The Rev. Allen Harris, Regional Minister officiated at

L the installation and preached for the day. The Rev.
Rick Modglin-Green, Pastor of First Christian Church
of Findlay, also participated in the service as Rev.
Kautz had been worshipping with that congregation
for the last few years.

There was a celebration dinner following the
service.

Rev. Heidi Barham Celebrated By Women
of Color Foundation

FACULTY

HEIDI L. BARHAM

Manager of Diversity, Equity & Inclusion
Hospice of the Western Reserve (HWR)

2

Rev. Barham is the Pastor of Ledgewood Christian Church in Novelty as well as the Manager of
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion at the Hospice of the Western Reserve and serves on the Regional
Church Council of the Christian Church in Ohio.

The Rev. Heidi Barham was recently named as a
faculty member for the Women of Color
Foundation, 3rd Annual National Executive
Women's Leadership Summit. It was held
November 10-13 at the Grand Resort in

Warren.

3rd Annual National Executive
Women's Leadership Summit

mber 10-13, 2(

024



Rev. Merlyn Winters called to the Central Christian
Church in Wooster
Written by Rev. Winters

I am happy to announce that I am back in my home state of
Ohio. After three years of serving a church in Indiana, I find
myself much closer to home, looking forward to connecting with
all my colleagues and friends who have witnessed my journey
since ordination.

I have lived in Ohio for 46 years; own a home in Columbus, OH
and graduated from The Ohio State University. When I look
back upon my maturation it appears like I've had three different
careers. Upon receiving my business degree in Marketing I
worked in the field of College Publishing as a sales
representative.

Then when it was necessary to give up interstate travel, I
stayed in Columbus and worked in the retail industry (jewelry
and optical). I grew to love working with people on a daily basis, wondering what each day would
bring!

I have one son who lives in Columbus and who has been blessed with a daughter. My
granddaughter is about to get her driver's license and is nervously exploring her options for college.

I enjoy being a Minister; I love preaching; and mostly I love tending to the spiritual well-being of
people. I depend upon the guidance of spiritual companions and am a credentialed Spiritual Director
myself. We could all use companionship on this sacred calling to which God has entrusted us.

Rev. Harris Participates In Recent Pastoral
Installation Services In Indiana And Missouri

On Sunday, November 3rd, our Regional Minister,
the Rev. Allen Harris participated in the Service of
Installation of the Rev. Dr. Christal Williams as
Regional Minister of Indiana.

Along with several other Regional Ministers, Rev.
Harris was privileged to present Rev. Dr. Williams
with the distinctive Regional Minister stole and
pin. Previously, Rev. Dr. Williams was Regional
Minister of Tennessee and Associate Regional
Minister of the Christian Church in Illinois and
Wisconsin.




Many Ohioans will remember her as a native of Cleveland and
former Associate Pastor of Euclid Avenue Christian Church (now
Disciples Christian Church) in Cleveland Heights.

Then on Sunday, November 17 Rev. Harris was honored to be
the guest preacher for the Installation Service for the Rev. Dr.
Sarah Taylor-Peck and the Rev. Andrew Taylor-Peck as Lead

Senior Pastor and Associate Pastor, respectively, at Broadway

- Christian Church in Columbia, Missouri. The Rev. Paul Koch,
. Regional Minister for the Mid-America Region, officiated.

Rev. Dr. Sarah Taylor-Peck was most recently the Senior Pastor

= of Community Christian Church in North Canton and the Rev.
= Andrew Taylor-Peck was the Senior Pastor of Trinity United

Church of Christ in North Canton.

There was a celebration dinner following the service.

Two Ohio Ministers Honored at the Who's Who in Black Columbus Gala

The Rev. Dr. Jack Sullivan, Jr. and the Rev. Dr. Judy Alston were recently named to the Who's Who

in Black Columbus.

This annual event is a premiere celebration of Black Excellence in Columbus and central Ohio. The
gala event was on November 21, 2024, and celebrated local African American achievement in various
industries such as business, politics, tech, sports, religion, entertainment, and more.

Rev. Dr. Judy Alston is Department Chair & Professor, Department of Educational Leadership at
Miami University and the Associate Pastor of Woodland Christian Church in Columbus.

Rev. Dr. Jack Sullivan Jr. is the Executive Director of the Ohio Council of Churches and an Assistant
Minister at Woodland Christian Church in Columbus.

CcoLUMBUS

NOVEMBER 21, 2024

Ohio State Union
Archie Griffin Ballroom
1739 North High Street

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

@ whoswhoinblack.com/columbus

PRESENTING SPONSOR:
Delta Dental of Ohio
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General Assembly Registration Now Open
?2025 MEMPHIS

Registration and housing are now open for the 2025 BE \:

Genergl Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples GENERAL KESE B
ofChrist). T e s
We will gather in person July 12th - 15th in REGISTRATION
Mempbhis, TN. IS NOW OPEN!

Memphis, Tennessee 3
This year's General Assembly theme: "BEYOND” is July 12 - 15, 2025 (
based on Ephesians 3:20-21. Reglster by Nov. 26¢h &
"Now to the one who is able to do immeasurably el shes
more than all we ask or imagine, according to the GratitudeMonday

power that is at work within us, to them be glory in
the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, forever and ever. Amen!"”

Register at: https://bit.ly/2025GARegistration

Disciples Church Extension Fund Names Interim
President and CEO

Disciples Church Extension Fund has named Rev. John
Powell, M. Div. its Interim President and CEO.

Rev. Powell has over 30 years of bi-vocational experience
in ministry and commercial banking, including strategic
planning, lending, and corporate mergers. In his new role,
he will guide the organization through transition as the
Board works to call the next new President and CEO.

"Rev. John Powell possesses the gifts and graces that will
serve the mission of the Disciples Church Extension Fund
well during this season of transition,” said Board Chair Martha A. Brown. "The expertise that he
brings to this ministry and its partners will continue to grow the organization and the whole church.”

Rev. Powell is a past board member and has served as interim pastor and lead pastor in multiple
congregations. He has also served as Moderator and Vice Moderator of the Capital Area Region and
on several regional committees. He is currently serving as the pastor of Burgin Christian Church
(DOC) in Burgin, KY.

"I am honored to be able to serve the Church in this capacity,” said Rev. Powell. "I have witnessed
the dedication the staff has to the mission and look forward to guiding their work until a new leader
is called.”

Rev. Powell earned a Bachelor of Science degree from Transylvania University, attended Lexington
Theological Seminary, and holds a Master of Divinity (M. Div.) from Wesley Theological Seminary.
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Disciples Church Extension Fund, headquartered in Indianapolis, is a faith and financial ministry of
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) whose goal is to help churches identify how they can better
utilize the three essential elements of congregational life: people, property, and finance. To this end,
Disciples Church Extension Fund provides ministry planning services, building and property loans, and
investment notes to help individuals, congregations, and ministries thrive. To learn more,

visit disciplescef.org.

Miracle Day Set For Saturday, September 13, 2025
To Make Improvements On Campbell Mansion In
Bethany, West Virginia

Miracle Day is on the calendar for Saturday, September
13, 2025. Miracle Day is the brainchild of Ben Bohren and
is like an Amish barn raising. The Board of Church
Extension is helping to get an architectural review of the
Campbell Mansion so that they can prioritize structural
safety projects that need to be done. Ben is the official
consultant on Miracle Day, and they are hoping good-
hearted Disciples from Ohio, PA and West Virginia would
be willing to make a day-trip to Bethany to participate. Breakfast and Lunch will be provided and our
General Minister and President, The Rev. Terri Hord Owens will be in attendence and participating in
the opening and closing worship.

They need to fill the following positions for the leadership team of Miracle Day:

- Co-Moderators - oversight of the many details of pulling off a successful Miracle Day

- Work Project Coordinator (person local to Bethany) - will discern projects, materials needed,
work with each project supervisor

- Fund raising Coordinator - it'll take some money to do great things.

More information about this event and how to participate will be coming soon.

Missed Leadership Academy? Join us online!
New Church Ministry is now offering a Leadership
C H U RC H Academy course on CHURCHX, an elearning
platform built to support mission and ministry.
Learn about DisciplesNEXT from the comfort of
your own home and at your own pace.

This course is ideal for those who work during the week or are bi-vocational. While it provides the
same curriculum as those who attended Leadership Academy in person, only the EMERGE cohort is
currently available. EMERGE participants discern their missional purpose, develop their future stories,
and prepare for launch. Access to this course never expires. Learn more
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Thank You Wednesday!

Thank you, so much. So many of you took the
invitation and gave to the Christian Church in Ohio
for #GivingTuesday, and we deeply appreciate it.

Because of your gift we will be able to keep the cost
of summer camp reasonable and make sure Camp
Christian is well-maintained. Because of your gift we
will be able to support the Ohio Council of Churches
and United Campus Ministry at Kent State. Because
of your gift we can give our faithful staff a Cost of
Living Increase for 2025. Because of your gift our
Regional Minister can travel the state to be fully
present with our churches and participate in the
General Assembly in Memphis next July. Because of
your gift we can provide interesting and timely
newsletters and engaging social media posts.
Because of your gift our clergy and lay leaders will

#GINZINGTUESDAY
THANK YOU

To everyone who donated in honor of
#GivingTuesday yesterday and any time
throughout the year!! Your generosity and
support are greatly appreciated.
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never feel alone but will always feel more connected to the larger Body of Christ.

If you did not have the chance to give, you still can and we will count your donation towards our
#GivingTuesday goal. Just go to https://www.ccinoh.com/donation.aspx and donate or mail to:

10335 Maple Dell Rd., Marysville, OH 43040.

Thank you for your generous heart and abundant spirit!



https://www.ccinoh.com/donation.aspx
https://www.ccinoh.com/donation.aspx

Christian Church in Ohio
2024 Advent
Devotional Booklet

God’s love

In Case You Missed It, the 2024 Advent Devotional
Booklet Is Posted Online

The complete booklet is attached to this email and is also
available for download on our website. If you have any
trouble with the file please let me know.

As usual, I will also be posting the meditations as daily
devotions through email, our website, and on our social media
pages.

As with some previous years, we've included several video
devotions. We hope that you enjoy these videos and also
subscribe to the CCIO YouTube Channel.

May you all have a blessed Advent Season!



https://www.ccinoh.com/about-us/regional-publications.aspx
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLzoJAJbs3ZWEdTjKtSMxpqHPiv8JPIEs8&si=UrcIynOI0tc0-AmA
https://www.ccinoh.com/about-us/regional-publications.aspx

