
Ohio Regional Newsletter ~ November 2024 

 
Around The Region And In My Heart 
Allen V. Harris, Regional Pastor & President 
 
Holding It Together Around The Center: A Center Of Love 
 
One of the primary reasons I have remained with the faith tradition 
of my childhood, the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is because 
of its radical commitment to a simplicity of organizational structure, 
call to leadership, biblical interpretation, and theology.  And I use 
"radical” intentionally as the word "radical” is an adjective borrowed 
in the 14th century from the Late Latin radicalis, itself from 
Latin radic-, radix, meaning "root."  Our Disciples of Christ tradition 
at our roots sought to have the most minimal of human 
interpretation so that we could maximize the essence of what God 
was calling us to be and to do. 
 

And in the first half of the 19th century this simple understanding of faith was so compelling that for a 

good while the Stone-Campbell movement was the fastest growing faith in North America.  I hearken 
to this essence of who we are time and time again when I remind Disciples that the *only* 
unanimous theological mandate we set forth is that "Jesus is the Christ, the son of the living God” 
and that we accept Christ as our savior.  For generations we proudly claimed the already existent 
motto: "No creed but Christ, no book but the Bible, no law but Love.”  Similarly we shared the 
thinking that, "In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, charity.”  
 
But as popular as this unadorned faith was to the early followers of Barton W. Stone and Thomas and 
Alexander Campbell, it was complicated by a world that is far more enchanted with a rigid demand 
for uniformity of thought and behavior and a multitude of litmus tests for who is in the community 
and who is out.  Furthermore, there are very few other models of the kind of broad thinking and 
inclusive community building that were at the heart of early Disciple's theology to help bolster our 
cause.  To be fair, some of these complications needed to be addressed because of the necessity of 
engaging our faith with the pressing societal issues of the day, such as the horrors of chattel slavery, 
the rights of women in society, and rapidly expanding industrial and technological changes and 
challenges.  I would like to believe that the simplicity of Disciples theology and governance makes us 
better equipped for tough conversations, epic challenges, and future possibilities, but that is fairly up 
for debate. 
 
Which brings us to 2024.  The chasm between "who is for us” and "who is against us” is broader and 
more virulently maintained than I have ever known in my life and, many scholars say, in 
generations.  The strongly held differences between those who voted red and those who voted blue 
on Tuesday clearly illustrate this great divide.  This manifests itself in very painful and particular ways 
in my life as a Regional Minister.  In the last month I have received a letter questioning my help 
crafting and then signing onto a letter in support of Haitian refugees, particularly those in the city of 
Springfield, Ohio.  Another letter, signed and notarized, informed the Regional Church Office of the 
disassociation of the congregation from the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) because of "the 
direction the denomination has taken.”  Both of these, and countless others, as thoughtful and from 
the heart as they may have been, showed little deference to our forebears' desires to focus solely on 
Christ and let the vast diversity of life's conversations to be freer and less defining for our faith.  I 



firmly believe there should be ample room for a diversity of perspectives on the important issues of 
our day. 
 
We have just experienced an extraordinarily tense election season where one clear and 
comprehensive perspective on political life clearly held a majority in the Presidential 
election.  Perhaps it is understandable that in our political life we would demand more specificity and 
less variations of perspectives.  But it was my sincerest understanding from my school days learning 
about the unique nature of the representative democracy that is the United States of America that 
inclusivity and a broadness of thought and viewpoints were a defining part of what made the 
"American Experiment” so powerful and compelling, much like simplicity was to the early Stone-
Campbell approach to theology. 
 
I do believe that both our politics and our theology need to have certainty and boundaries, otherwise 
it is all anarchy.  But prayerfully, thoughtfully, and advisedly our certainty should be on the side of 
inclusivity and diversity of opinion, for the vibrancy and health of both for politics and faith.  In 
stating this, I am reminded of two quotes.  Essayist and novelist Robert Jones Jr. reminded us 
that, "We can disagree and still love each other unless your disagreement is rooted in my oppression 
and denial of my humanity and right to exist.”1  Rev. Dr. Michael Kinnamon, in his keynote 
speech/article in The Disciple magazine, put it this way: "We are here at the heart of the gospel, 
and I know of no way to express it except by paradox.  We are called to welcome those whom God, 
the universal Creator, has welcomed; and for precisely that reason, we are called to abhor those 
ways of acting, those attitudes of mind, that meanness of spirit which threatens or devalues those 
whom God has welcomed.  To put it sharply, there is in the writings of Paul a principled basis for 
refusing to tolerate intolerance.”2 
 
I still hold fast to our basic tenet of faith and fundamental of democracy that less is more, that it is 
better to include more people rather than less, and that thoughtful dialogue is critical for all 
relationships.  As long as the essentials we end up with honor the worth, dignity, presence, and very 
being of other children of God, the rest is up for discussion.  Staying firm on this will keep us 
centered on love and that will keep us close to God. 
 
Faithfully Yours, 
Allen 
 

1 This quote if often misattributed to James BaldWwin, but this article points out the true 

attribution: https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/james-baldwin-disagree-love/ 
2Michael Kinnamon, "When Loves YES Says No: Reflections On Tolerance, Reconciliation, and The 
Good News,” The Disciple, September 1993 
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Renewal Initiative Supports Current Mission 
& Ministry Across The Christian Church In 
Ohio 
 
Every year for the past few years the Christian 
Church in Ohio has engaged individuals from 
around the Regional Church in helping to support 
the ongoing, day-to-day mission and ministry of 
both the Regional Church and Camp Christian 
through our Renewal Initiative.  This year's theme, 
"A Body Bound By Love,” based on Ephesians 4:15-
16, reminds us that we are all "knit together,” just 
as ligaments connect parts of the human body 
together, and that when these connections are 
healthy and loving they make for a stronger, 
growing, more faithful and effective church body. 
 
You have your choice to give simply to the Regional 
Church Operating Expenses, to Camp Christian 

Operating Expenses, or where it is most needed.  This third option allows the Regional Church 
Finance Committee to designate those funds to either of the other funds to help balance the 
budget. Last year 100% of the "where needed most” funds were directed to the Camp Christian 
Operating Fund which allowed both the Regional Church and the Camp to be in the black 
financially. This was great news and only possible because of your generosity. 
 
Click HERE to read more about the 2024 Renewal Initiative, and watch our social media for even 
more examples of how the Regional Church using your gracious gifts fulfills Christ's mandate to love 
and serve God, our neighbors, and ourselves.  And please note that the Renewal Initiative is 
completely separate from the upcoming major financial campaign which was announced at the 
Regional Assembly. 
 

 
 
TOMORROW - Chaplains Association of Ohio Offers Conference Dealing with Violence & 
Trauma: at home, at Work and Within 
November 8th Zoom Conference 
 
Registration online: https://chapsohio.net/ 
 
3.0 CEU (when evaluation is completed) 
 
More information on the attached flyer. INFO CALL: 419-989-1861 (Faith Proietti) 
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Thanks to First Christian Church of Wadsworth for Painting the Fence of the Camp Site 
Manager's House 
 
We just can't say thank you enough to the amazing folks from the First Christian Church in 
Wadsworth for their years of volunteer support at Camp Christian! 
 
If you and/or your Congregation would like to volunteer at Camp Christian (even if you're not sure 
how you can help) please contact ohio.camp.christian@gmail.com. 

 

 
 

 
 

THIS SATURDAY - Domestic/Intimate Partner Violence 
Workshop & Training 
November 9, 2024 ~ 9:30am – 3:00pm 
 
Camp Christian 10335 Maple Dell Rd., Marysville, Ohio  43040 
 
The Christian Church in Ohio is hosting a special workshop dealing 
with domestic/intimate partner violence awareness and prevention. 
It will be on Saturday, November 9th from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
and will be held at Camp Christian. 
 
*Christian Church in Ohio (Disciples of Christ) Clergy who are in 
need of renewing their Clergy Healthy Boundary training and who 
have ALREADY COMPLETED the basic Boundary Training course 
may count this training for their renewal.  Renewal for Healthy 
Boundaries is every 5 years. If you are unsure if you are eligible for 
this option, please email ccio@ccinoh.org. 

 
This training is still open to ANYONE who wants to attend, we just wanted to highlight 
this option for Clergy as well. 
 
The Rev. Dr. C.J. Koen has designed and will be facilitating this workshop and training. 
 
Training for increased identification of victims of domestic violence and increased referrals to 
specialist domestic violence agencies and advocacy programs. 
 
The full registration form is attached to this email, and is also available with online registration at 
at https://www.ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx?events=11901&action=details 
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"Being The Beloved Community” 
Event Hosted By The Congregational Renewal 
Team of the Christian Church in Ohio 
 
Saturday, November 16, 2024, 9:30am at 
Camp Christian 
10335 Maple Dell Rd., Marysville, Ohio  43040 
 
All Are Invited! 
 
Jeff Evans, Ohio Disciple and Partner in the Peter 
Block Organization, will introduce us to 6 
Conversations for community renewal and vibrant 
life.  Designed for congregational Pastors and 
congregational leadership, we'll learn about and begin to practice collaborative practices of renewal 
where we live. Registration fee of $50 includes program and lunch. 
 
Register now through your Engage account, or 
at: https://wmt.suran.com/tool?guid=b52214d0753211ef9f7821389eccace2 
 

 
 
Quarter Life Fall Retreat 
November 22-24 at Camp Christian 
 
For adults ages 25-45ish 
(heavy on the "ISH") 
 
"We're Talking About Trust" 
With Ellen Huffman! 
 
Click HERE to register online now! 
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Plan NOW to attend the Camp Christian 
Christmas Market & Celebration 
Saturday, December 7th from 10:00am to 4:00pm 
 
Celebrate Christmas at Camp Christian with a fun-
filled day of shopping featuring a wide variety of 
arts & craft vendors, small businesses, and yard 
sale booths. 
 
PLUS there will be a family scavenger hunt 
(10-2, see the "Finding Christmas Flyer image 
below,) cookie decorating, live Christmas music, crafts for kids, gift wrapping, concessions, s'mores, 
a photo booth for holiday pictures and MORE! 
 
All are invited to shop the market and enjoy a beautiful day at Camp Christian!! 
 
Help us support Camp Christian's life-changing ministry. Sign up to sell your items or bring your 
church group, youth group, book club, families, friends, or just treat yourself to a day out. There will 
be concessions sold for lunch and snack items throughout the day to benefit Camp Christian. 
 
If you are interested in selling your items at the event, please fill out the separate Vendor Application 
form (linked below.) Proceeds from vendor fees will go directly to Camp Christian operating funds, 
which helps prepare Camp for Summer Programming. 
 
The Market will be open on Saturday, but we are also opening Camp up on Friday night for overnight 
accommodations and fellowship. 
 
We hope to see YOU there!! 
 
Details at and Vendor Application at: https://www.ccinoh.com/regional-
calendar.aspx?events=12193&action=details 
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AND, plan for Camp Christmas! 
 
It is the most wonderful time of MY year! Would you please consider sharing some Christmas Joy 
with our neighbors surrounding Camp Christian?  
 
We will once again be hosting a community Christmas gathering for local families in need to shop for 
their children, enjoy live music, and a delicious, festive meal!  
 
We are looking for individuals and churches willing to gather items and volunteer. Follow our sign up 
genius link to sign up for your spot.  
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/60B0948ADAF28A1F94-51798833-camp/166752074 
 
Please contact Wendy if you have any questions at ohio.camp.christian@gmail.com or 614-832-9679 
call or text. There is a flyer attached to this email as well that we hope you will share. 
 

Thank you for helping me make this season bright for others, 
Wendy Taylor 
 

 
 
Heartland Conference November Network Meetings 
 
The Christian Church in Ohio is now partnering with the Heartland Conference of the United Church 
of Christ to do expanded mission and ministry through a series of Networks. Below you will see the 
upcoming November Network gatherings.  To receive the Zoom link, please email the Rev. Karen 
Bruno, Network Coordinator, at networks@heartlanducc.org. 

 

 
 

http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2463&m=2592&nl=5&s=bad97c655476f96a390a72c05a742011&lid=14250&l=-https--m.signupgenius.com/--PND-!/showSignUp/60B0948ADAF28A1F94-51798833-camp/166752074
mailto:ohio.camp.christian@gmail.com
mailto:networks@heartlanducc.org


 
 
Ohio Women's Ministries 
Imagining a New Future 
 
On October 24th the leaders of our Ohio Women's 
Ministry, Dr. Patricia Brown, Gena Stone Phillips, 
and Jackie Compton Bunch (pictured left to right,) 
met with our Regional Minister, Rev. Allen Harris, to 
imagine the future of this ministry for the Christian 
Church in Ohio. 
 
Please hold them in prayer as they seek to connect 
leaders and congregations across Ohio in new ways. 
 

 
 
Rev. Harris Participates In November 3rd Installation Of The New Indiana Regional 
Minister 
On Sunday afternoon, November 3, our Regional Minister, the Rev. Allen Harris, as part of the 
College of Regional Ministers, participated in the installation service of the Rev. Dr. Christal Williams 
as Regional Minister for Indiana.  Rev. Harris was honored to help present Dr. Williams with her 
Regional Minister stole and pin.  There were many clergy and lay leaders well known in the Christian 
Church in Ohio present for the festivities. 

 
 

 



Cleveland Christian Home Welcomes New Director, 
Begins Major Redevelopment Of The Campus 
 
On Wednesday, November 6 our Regional Minister, Rev. Allen 
Harris, attended an important event at the Cleveland Christian 
Home to welcome their new Executive Director, Dawnya 
Underwood (pictured with Rev. Harris).  With over twenty 
years of experience in social services and child welfare, 
Dawnya has collaborated with federal agencies, child welfare 
organizations, and state and local governments to support 
vulnerable populations.  Dawnya holds a Bachelor of Arts in 
Criminal Justice and a Master's degree in Social Work.  We look 
forward to working closely with her as the Christian Church in 
Ohio continues its long and close partnership with the 
Cleveland Christian Home. 
 
Rev. Monica Wedlock Kilpatrick, Vice President of 
Organizational and Leadership Development for the National 
Benevolent Association, was also present to show the support 
of our denominational Health & Human Services agency.  Rev. Harris serves on the Board of Trustees 
of the NBA and works with Rev. Kilpatrick on the Program Committee.  Eric L. Morse is President and 
CEO of The Centers, the organization with whom the Cleveland Christian Home is in strategic 
partnership. 
 
The event was also an opportunity to announce the commencement of a capital campaign to 
transform the Cleveland Christian Home's campus into a center for lasting solutions for vulnerable 
youth.  Working with Cuyahoga County and other partners, the campus transformation will promote a 
comprehensive model for assisting with rapid reunification and kinship diversion for youth and 
families, while also providing a safe location where youth awaiting placement can be assessed and 
treated.  The campus will also provide up to 50 youth residential treatment, short-term emergency 
placement, and other support for youth and families. 
 

 
 
District Four Men's Rally November 10th At Central Christian Church of Warren 
 
We are all set for our first District Men's event since 2019!  All are welcome to attend this 
event.   Attached is a promotional flyer for your congregation to use.  If you are willing and able to 
be a part of the discussion concerning the identity of the Disciples of Christ today, please let Rev. 
Chris Stark know.  If folks from your congregation will be in attendance, please RSVP to Warren 
Central so they can plan their meal accordingly. 



 
 
Karl Road Christian Church Enjoys Inspiring 
World Communion Sunday Communion Table 
Karl Road Christian Church in Columbus enjoyed a 
beautifully adorned  World Communion Sunday 
communion table decoration (pictured left) 
arranged by Pat Reed and Nancy McVay.  They 
were inspired by the decorated communion table at 
Northwest Christian Church for the Regional 
Assembly. 
 

 
 

Installation Service Of Pastor Matthew Kluchar, Canfield 
Christian Church 
 
On Sunday, October 6, Pastor Matthew "Matt” Kluchar (pictured 
right with Rev. Harris) was installed as the new Pastor of 
Canfield Christian Church.  In addition to the church members, 
family, friends, and members from his former church, Hilltop 
Christian Church in Mantua, were present.  
 
Rev. Harris was present to preach and to officiate at the 
installation along with the lead elder, Anita Powell.  There was a 
luncheon following celebrating the occasion, including 
homemade tiramisu made by Pastor Kluchar himself! 
 

 
 
Rev. Chuck Behrens Honored To Speak At Cleveland 
Clinic in Early October 
 
The Rev. Chuck Behrens was a keynote speaker for the Great Lakes Association of Child Life 
Professionals annual conference.  He spoke on "Holding Space – Walking Each Other Home,” a 
therapeutic intervention that allows one to be with another with unconditional 
judgment.  Congratulations to Rev. Behrens for this honor! 
 

 



 
 
Bolindale Food Pantry at Bolindale Christian Church Featured 
In Warren Tribune Article 
 
Chuck Mackey, executive director of the Bolindale Food Pantry, and 
volunteer Julie Marinkovich, were pictured as part of an article in the Warren 
Tribune about the pantry inside Bolindale Christian Church. The pantry is in 
the process of an expansion that Mackey said will enable clients to go 
through the food distribution line more quickly and expand storage space.  
 
Former Pastor, Donna Marinkovich, now deceased, started the pantry in 
2011.  Read the entire article at: https://www.tribtoday.com/news/local-
news/2024/10/pantry-plans-to-expand-offerings/ 
 
To find out more about the Food Pantry, check out the church's 

website: http://bolindalechristianchurch.org/food-pantry/ 
 

 
 
Central Christian Church, Warren, Member Flew With 
"Super Crew” 
 
Kenneth Stoddart (Air Force picture to the right,) Head of the 
Elders, Trustee, and longtime member of Central Christian Church, 
Warren, was recently the subject of a wonderful article in the 
Warren Tribune newspaper.  The article highlighted the fact that 
Ken flew in the Air Force in Vietnam with what is called a "Super 
Crew.”  
 
Ken is also the father of our Regional Administrator, Jennie 
Stoddart Bernard. 
 
Please take a moment to read the full article online 
at: https://www.tribtoday.com/news/local-news/2024/10/howland-
grad-flew-with-super-
crew/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR33g1AGQBK-
9A_yMFXmiHOSWj7PL8VQ7Z8dvCgNfyaMBQ2TMSY25-SBQjU_aem_Gx7xCD-RWrQyQOzszbb8sg 
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Retirement Of Rev. Gordon Furbay, First Christian Church Of 
Uhrichsville 
 
On Sunday, October 20 the congregation of First Christian Church of 
Uhrichsville celebrated the 10 year ministry of Rev Gordon Furbay 
(pictured left.)   
 
Regional Elder for District 7, the Rev. Don Baird, honored him on the 
occasion of his retirement with a certificate from the Regional 
Church.  
 
Rev. Furbay is an ordained Moravian Church pastor. 
 

 
 
 

Welcome Rev. Debbie Kautz, Pastor, United 
Christian Church of Clayton 
 
Greetings! I am Rev. Debbie Kautz and am honored to 
have been called to be the pastor of United Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) in Clayton. I was born and 
raised in Ohio and attended Ashland Theological Seminary. 
I spent twenty-five years as a hospital chaplain in trauma 
and critical care and later as a hospice chaplain. I served 
as pastor of Bailey Road Christian Church in Cuyahoga 
Falls and Randolph Christian Church in Randolph. 
 
God has blessed both my life and the life of the congregation since our ministry began on September 
1. Together, we are redefining who God has called us to be as a church. We are pulling together as a 
congregation, experiencing a renewed energy and enthusiasm in our worship, and revitalizing our 
ministry in our community. We are looking forward to my Installation on November 24, and all that 
God will continue to do in our lives and ministry in the days ahead. 
 

 
 
Jason Bricker Thompson NBA Social Entrepreneur Cohort 
 
The Rev. Jason Bricker Thompson, Pastor of Disciples Christian Church in Cleveland Heights, Ohio, 
was selected as one of twelve entrepreneurs for the National Benevolent Association's 2024 Social 
Entrepreneur Network Teams (Jason is pictured bottom left corner.)  He was chosen for the Cultural 
Arts Center at Disciples Christian Church. 
 
The SENT Cohort program was created to enhance relationships, support, and provide education for 
social entrepreneurs as they launch and grow their social service organizations. Over the last year, 
twelve incredible social entrepreneurs have continued to launch, develop and strengthen their health 
and social service organizations through the education and accompaniment of NBA's Social 
Entrepreneurship team and each other. Learn more about the members of the 2024 SENT Cohort and 
their organizations at https://buff.ly/3NF8V8t. 

http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2463&m=2592&nl=5&s=bad97c655476f96a390a72c05a742011&lid=14254&l=-https--buff.ly/3NF8V8t


 
 

 
Communications 101 Workshop 
Online November 14th at 3:30pm est 
 
Navigating the world of church and ministry 
communications can be challenging, but we're here 
to help. If you're responsible for your ministry or 
church communications, and are feeling 
overwhelmed, you're invited to join us for the 
Communications 101 Workshop. In this workshop 
we will discuss creative design, pdfs and electronic 
media, QR codes, understanding your audience and 
more! 
 
Register today for this free workshop 
at bit.ly/Comm101Workshop. 
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Welcome New Coordinator For Ministry With Youth and 
Young Adults! 
 
Disciples Home Missions is pleased to announce Minister 
Managerrie Winston as the settled Coordinator for Ministry with 
Youth and Young Adults. She comes to us from Houston, Texas 
where she currently serves as Associate Pastor of Youth and 
Family Connections for First Christian Church Houston. In 
addition to that call, she also coordinated Diversity and Outreach 
Education for Gulfcoast Regional Blood Centers. At both the 
church and center, Managerrie increased their participation levels 
in notable ways. As a commissioned minister, she has 
demonstrated leadership that is congregational, communal, and 
intersectional. 
 
Minister Winston has written social-emotional curriculum for 

marginalized, minoritized youth and trained teachers, board members, clergy, and lay leaders in its 
components. Her expertise as a licensed teacher, certified in Journalism grades 7-12 and Business 
Education grades 6-12, informs her approach to reaching diverse learners. As Curriculum Developer 
for Blanson Career and Technical Education High School, Managerrie designed learning practices to 
help students through social challenges related to the pandemic. 
 
Minister Winston holds a Bachelor of Arts in Journalism, Public Relations, and Advertising from Texas 
Southern University, an MBA from Texas Women's University, and a Principal's Certification from 
Lamar University. Managerrie brings to DHM the passion, skill, and professionalism needed to 
strengthen our young people, their leaders, and our future as the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ). 
 

 
 
Youth LEADership Symposium 
 
Registration is OPEN! 
 
1 Youth from every congregation can attend for FREE! 
 
https://www.youthleadershipsymposium.org/ 
 
Join our 2025 cohort and start changing the world. 
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Association Of Disciples Musicians Seeks Input On Its Future 
Direction 
 
Greetings from the ADM Planning Council 
 
We have had two Zoom meetings since July 22nd, when the 2024 ADM 
Conference should have ended and have been sharing ideas of what 
direction ADM should take to preserve the association, give it new life, 
and in doing so, meet the needs and interests of those who are involved 
with worship and music in their individual churches and with the ever 
changing structure of the Church today and on into the future. 

 
Here's where you can play a part in the planning: 
If you have suggestions for ways that ADM can improve its mission within the Church and meet the 
needs of current or future individuals involved with planning worship and music in their churches, 
please share those ideas with the Council through the ADM email address, ADMupdate@outlook.com. 
 
The Council welcomes names of those who are leading and creating new ways of designing worship 
and music for churches today; types of classes and/or programs that you or someone you know 
would benefit from; and types of workshops, conferences, or virtual meetings that would best fit your 
schedules. In other words, the ADM Planning Council and DHM Office are hungry for any ideas. 
 
ADM's website, www.adm-doc.org, and Facebook page, ASSOCIATION OF DISCIPLE MUSICIANS, will 
remain active and a place to ask questions about music selections, post job openings, and stay in 
touch with fellow musicians. You don't have to be a Facebook user to access this network: (2) ADM - 
Association of Disciple Musicians | Facebook 
 
We are so sorry that ADM didn't gather again this year, but please continue to keep the organization 
in your thoughts and prayers as we strive to bring new life to a very viable organization that met the 
many needs for hundreds of past participants each summer from 1962 to 2019! 
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Thanksgiving Offering 
Received in many congregations on 
Nov. 17 & 24, 2024 
 
The Thanksgiving Offering benefits the 
Colleges, Universities, Seminaries, and 
Divinity Houses affiliated with the 
Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ). Higher education has been an 
important focus for Disciples since the very 
beginning of the movement. Throughout our 
history, Disciples have founded institutions 
of higher learning to educate students and 
form leaders to make a difference in the 
world. The Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) is still committed to higher education. 
Your gift to the Thanksgiving Offering helps 
support the education of thousands of students at our fifteen colleges and universities as well as 
our seven seminaries and divinity houses. 
 
The Colleges and Universities of the Christian Church provide quality education through classes 
offered by some of the nation's top undergraduate and graduate faculty. Many of the campuses are 
comprised of state-of-the-art facilities, offer diverse degree programs, include dynamic student life 
activities, offer exciting athletics programs, and much more. The Thanksgiving offering supports 
everything from scholarships to religious life offices, to faculty growth and development. By giving to 
the Thanksgiving Offering, you are helping our institutions invest in students as they prepare 
themselves to become leaders. 
 
The Thanksgiving Offering also provides scholarship and support for our theological education 
institutions. Each of our seminaries and divinity houses is committed to educating and forming 
Christian leaders for church and society. Generations of pastors, community leaders, and agents of 
social transformation have been educated at our theological institutions. They have flourished and 
made a difference in the world, thanks to gifts from Disciples congregations and individuals 
throughout the ages. These institutions continue to prepare leaders for the present age and the age 
to come. 
 
Supporting our students is more important than ever. Scholarship requests are increasing 
yearly for our colleges, universities, seminaries and divinity houses. For this reason, we ask for your 
generous financial support during this year's Thanksgiving Offering. 
 
Support for Disciples Mission Fund and gifts to the Thanksgiving Offering are a critical part of the 
ongoing collaborative work of church and higher education that is such a foundational part of the 
heritage of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 
 
Please give generously to this offering. Your gift makes a difference in the lives of our students, and 
it makes a difference in the world. 
 
More information, including worship resources, can be found 
at https://disciplesmissionfund.org/special-offerings/thanksgiving/ 
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