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Around The Region & In My Heart 
The Very Best Gift You Can Give Your Pastor 
This October For Clergy Appreciation Month 
 
The writer of the book of Hebrews speaks very 
clearly of the need for members of the faith 
community to care for one another.  In Hebrews 
13:1 the author urges us to "Let mutual love 
continue.”  One of the marks of a faithful 
community is how its members care for one 
another, as well as offering hospitality to the 
stranger in their midst (for one might be 
entertaining angels without knowing it – Heb. 
13:2). 
 
But scripture is also clear about a special need to 
care for the shepherd of the flock, as 1 Thessalonians 5:12 entreats us, "But we appeal to you, 
brothers and sisters, to respect those who labor among you, and have charge of you in the Lord and 
admonish you.”  While yes, most likely your pastor or clergy friend is paid, and that is a blessing to 
them, it is still true that the emotional and spiritual weight of caring for others 24/7/365 as a pastor 
does is worth their wages and far, far more. 
 
October has been designated as "Clergy Appreciation Month.”  Formerly it was simply "Week Of The 
Ministry,” which was held in mid-October and sponsored primarily by the Pension Fund.  Today it is a 
larger more generally recognized and celebrated event the entire month.  This special designation is 
a chance for a community to offer that "over-and-above” gratitude to their pastor for all they are and 
all they do.  
 
For a really wonderful perspective on the ways in which clergy need to be supported, go to: 
https://pensionfund.org/resources/blog/supporting-your-pastor-during-week-of-ministry And if you 
aren't 100% sure there is a growing issue with clergy burnout and the greater need for expressing 
your appreciation, go online and read this article: https://www.wnccumc.org/resourcedetail/5-
shocking-realities-about-the-real-state-of-pastor-burnout-17392915 
 
There are many things that you can do to show respect and appreciation for your pastor or favorite 
clergy person.  You can read some of these ideas I have offered before here: 
https://www.ccinoh.com/ccio-blog/2023/celebrating-and-honoring-our-clergy-all-year-round-
%E2%80%93-and-especially-in-october.aspx 
 
But this year I would like to make a very special ask of you, especially if you are in leadership in your 
congregation.  In addition to a celebration during or after a worship service on a Sunday in October 
and in addition to giving flowers and a gift certificate to their favorite restaurant in town, I would 
like for every single congregation across Ohio to commit to giving your pastor a cost-of-
living increase next year, and every year after that, if you do not already.  And, sadly, I 
have come to understand most congregations don't give a cost-of-living increase annually, perhaps 
ever. 
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This small percentage increase in your clergy person's salary is in addition to any merit-based 
raise.  In fact, a cost-of-living raise should be completely disconnected from any pastoral evaluation 
or annual review.  A raise connected to performance is what a merit raise is all about.  The cost-of-
living adjustment is completely different and is determined by the U.S. Social Security Administration 
based on what income it takes to maintain a reasonable living wage each year.  And while the 2025 
adjustment has not yet been announced (it should be some time in October and you can find that out 
here: https://www.ssa.gov/news/cola/) it was 3.2% for the current year, 2024.  So for this past year 
a congregation would have taken the combined salary and housing allowance for their pastor and 
multiply that by .032 to get the necessary increase for the new year. 
 
A very helpful way to think about this is that if you do NOT give your pastor a cost-of-living increase, 
you are in effect REDUCING your pastor's salary, as the cost of buying groceries, paying utilities, and 
buying household and other necessary items have gone up and is out of their control, but their 
income has been stagnant.  If you haven't given your pastor a cost-of-living increase in years, their 
purchasing power has plummeted and you have been hurting your pastor's ability to survive and 
thrive in the world. 
 
An added problem is that if your church's pastoral salary hasn't been increased with cost-of-living 
increases then when you are in your next pastoral search process you will be sorely surprised by the 
required salaries of clergy who are looking for positions.  This is, in fact, the dilemma so many of our 
congregations have been sadly facing as they look for a new pastor.  It is not helpful, and 
disingenuous, to make the new pastor's starting salary the same as the departing pastor's starting 
salary.  The cost of living has gone up and clergy compensation needs to go up with it! 
 
So for this year's Clergy Appreciation Month I encourage you to create a "Thank You Card Shower” 
pouring out appreciation for your pastor, and you should sing all your Pastor's favorite hymns on one 
Sunday, or give then an extra day off every week in October.  But, in addition to these nice ideas, 
have your church's Personnel and Finance Committees make a policy that "Henceforth and 
forevermore” you will provide your pastor with a cost-of-living increase every year no matter 
what.  Now THAT would be a true Clergy Appreciation Gift! 
 
Then, of course, I also encourage you to think about celebrating great pastoral leadership with a 
merit raise.  But that's for another article. 
 
Blessed Clergy Appreciation Month! 
 
Faithfully Yours, 
Allen 
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Regional Assembly & Annual Gathering A Faith-
Filled Success! 
 
Over 250 people gathered on-site, and many others on-
line, over two days, September 27 & 28, in Upper 
Arlington to celebrate the historic coming together of 
the Christian Church in Ohio (Disciples of Christ) and 
the Heartland Conference of the United Church of 
Christ for our combined Regional Assembly and Annual 
Gathering.  Members and clergy of local congregations 
from both denominations, ecumenical and community 
ministry partners, friends and guests from around the 
world came together for worship, learning, networking 
and resourcing, food and friendship, and the business 

of the church.  To download a copy of the Assembly/Gathering Program Book click here: 
https://www.ccinoh.com/media/388218/2024_annual_gathering_and_regional_assembly_program_b
ooklet.pdf 
 
We were graciously welcomed by Pastor Brenda Sanford, Regional Church Moderator of the 
Christian Church in Ohio, the Rev. Daniel Doty, Moderator of the Heartland Conference Board, and 
the Rev. Joyce Wealand, Pastor of Northwest Christian Church, our phenomenal host for the 
event.  On Friday afternoon Dr. Nibedita Pramanik, Director of Evangelical Hospital Society 
Khariar, India and one of our Common Global Ministries Partners, took us on a deep dive into our 
event theme, "Being The Community Of Christ – Together,” and our theme scripture, Romans 1:11-
12, as she urged us to take seriously what it means to encourage one another and to be encouraged 
by others.  Rev. Andra Moran and the Rev. Dr. Christopher 
Grundy, our "Musical Reflectors” throughout the event, both led 
us in worshipful singing, teaching us new songs as well as leading 
familiar ones.  They also offered a moving concert Friday night 
that was free and open to the greater Columbus community.  
 
On Saturday, over two sessions, the Rev. Elizabeth Hagan, 
Senior Pastor of First Christian Church of Athens, Georgia and our 
keynote speaker, deftly guided us through a timely and practical 
process of moving from being a "safe church” to a "brave church,” 
where challenging topics are carefully and honestly addressed 
rather than avoided.  Find out more about Rev. Hagan's work and 
order her book here: https://elizabethhagan.com/books/brave-
church.  The Rev. LaMarco Cable, President of Disciples 
Overseas Ministries and Co-Executive of Common Global Ministries, 
concluded our time in the closing worship by challenging us to 
avoid the sin of individualism and understand that ministry in 
Christ's name calls us engage fully in team work, and valuing interconnectedness, unity, and 
communal support.  
 
To watch the videos of all of the worship services and keynote presentations, click here: 
https://www.youtube.com/@HeartlandConference/streams 
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Both church bodies also gathered for the work of the 
church in their separate business sessions.  Led by 
our Moderator, Brenda Sanford, Disciples were 
introduced to the leaders of the Regional Church, 
including the Regional Church Council, Regional 
Elders, Committee and Commission Leaders, and our 
staff.  Then Kevin Kaufman, Vice Moderator and 
Chair of the Membership Development Committee, 
brought the slate of nominations of both returning 
and new Regional Church Council members, which 
were elected without dissent.  The majority of our 
time was given over to the "If Not Now, When? If Not 
You, Who?” fundraising campaign, led by Rev. Jim 

Bane, Rev. Roger McKinney, Rev. Terry Bartlett, Cindy Stevens, and Rev. Audrey 
Connor.  A campaign video was premiered as well as testimonials shared, both via video and in 
person.  Thanks to Cheyenne Cooper and Leanna Bissett (CYF Youth Leadership) for speaking.   
 
The Regional Assembly Business Docket can be downloaded here: 
https://www.ccinoh.com/media/388330/ccio_business_docket_ra_2024.pdf   
 
To view a video of the Business Meeting click 
here:  https://youtu.be/7I5tMwFFpGk?si=_HML6YrGBVCxrtkw 
 
Throughout the Assembly/Gathering our two executives, the Rev. Dr. David Long-Higgins and the 
Rev. Allen V. Harris, shared their commitment to and enthusiasm for working cooperatively with 
the other denominational body.  They reminded those gathered that there has been a formal 
Ecumenical Partnership between the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and the United Church of 
Christ which was voted on in 1989.  They also 
reminded participants of the shared work already 
being done in tandem, and then set the vision for 
even more collaboration and partnership, 
particularly through the Networks the Heartland 
Conference has established.  To learn about these 
networks and find out how to sign up for one, go 
online to https://heartlanducc.org/ (scroll down to 
the series of round buttons).  There was also ample 
time for conversations and informal networking and 
to check out the over 27 exhibitors at the event 
spread out throughout the church's facilities. 
 
If you attended the Assembly/Gathering either on-
site or on-line, please take a moment to fill out our evaluation form.  We are always interested in 
learning how we can strengthen future gatherings.  Your input will be very helpful for future planning 
and thanks so much for helping us better do our work together.  You can find it online at: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeyKkCBrHa2EGlT3PboJm0_dWRXeB_Ip0kJdlo4tR5NONz
ZIA/viewform 
 
To see more photos from the event, please check out our Facebook Album at 
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.937681085064148&type=3 
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AND, if you were in attendance and would like to share some of your photos, feel free to email them 
to ccio@ccinoh.org, or let us know that we have permission to copy them from your social media 
postings. 
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Lay Preaching Academy 
For Non-Clergy Congregational Leaders who may be called to 
Preach. 
 
October 12, 2024, 8:30am – 4pm 
 
Gender Road Christian Church 
5336 Gender Rd, Canal Winchester, OH 43110 
 
Purpose: To train a cadre of lay (non-clergy) preachers to fill 
pulpits in our Ohio churches either short term or long term. You 
do not have to have attended session one or two to benefit from 
this workshop. Event sponsored by the Regional Elders. 
 
Presenter – Regional Pastor and President, Rev. Allen V. Harris 
 
The first topic for this sessions will be the use of multimedia in the sermon such as digital 
presentations (PowerPoint) and video. Our presenter will be our Regional Pastor and President, the 
Rev. Allen V. Harris. 
 
Our second topic and practicum will focus on group sermon writing.  Participants will be divided into 
small groups and given a scripture passage to develop a sermon from.  Each group will have an 
opportunity to present the sermon after lunch and receive feedback. 
 
Registration includes program as well as a pizza & salad lunch. 
 
Register now through your Engage account, or 
at: https://wmt.suran.com/tool?guid=d37e677a753311ef9e1521389eccace2 
 
Any questions, please contact The Rev. Dr. Brad Donahue @ revbjd@gmail.com. 
 

 
 

A Spirituality of Fundraising: For Those Who Give & Raise Funds 
October 26, 2024, 10am – 2pm 
 
Camp Christian 10335 Maple Dell Rd., Marysville, Ohio 43040 
 
Led by the Rev. Stephanie McLemore - Stephanie McLemore serves as the 
Chaplain and Director of the Spiritual Life Center at Denison University. An 
ordained Disciples pastor, she has served in local churches (including Clyde and 
Tiffin), in the Virginia Regional Office and as Chaplain and Assistant Dean for 
Wellness at the University of Lynchburg.  
 
Many folks are surprised to learn that the great theological and spirituality 
master Henri Nouwen cared deeply about fundraising, and are often more 
surprised that he wrote a book on the subject.  The Christian Church in Ohio is 
offering a workshop where we will think together about stewardship and 
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fundraising as an opportunity for spiritual transformation. The workshop is free, but there will be a 
charge of $15 for lunch. 
 
Join us if you: 

 Are a member of the church stewardship team 
 Tasked with meeting the budget in a congregation 
 Think the church talks too much about money…or not enough 
 Ask hard questions about the financial viability of your building 
 Need new ideas because you've been running the annual stewardship team for years, or 

because you just started 
 
Together we will practice: 

 Articulating the vision of our churches 
 Making a case for our ministry 
 Encouraging Generosity to God 
 Inviting people into relationship with the church and 

into participation in our mission 
 Participating with God in building a more Just and 

Compassionate world. 
 Planning and strategizing about annual funds. 

 
Henri Nouwens's book is available for free download here, 
but the purchase of the workbook edition is encouraged. 
 
Register now through your Engage account, or 
at: https://wmt.suran.com/tool?guid=7796cb3c753311ef8e1e21389eccace2 
 

 
 

Domestic/Intimate Partner Violence 
Workshop & Training 
November 9, 2024 ~ 9:30am – 3:00pm 
 
Camp Christian 10335 Maple Dell Rd., Marysville, 
Ohio  43040 
 
The Christian Church in Ohio is hosting a special 
workshop dealing with domestic/intimate partner 
violence awareness and prevention. It will be on 
Saturday, November 9th from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. and will be held at Camp Christian. 
 
The Rev. Dr. C.J. Koen, Pastor at North Side 
Christian Church in Cincinnati, has designed and will 
be facilitating this workshop and training. 

 
Training for increased identification of victims of domestic violence and increased referrals to 
specialist domestic violence agencies and advocacy programs. 
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Objectives: 

 Define Domestic/ Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) 
 Discuss current trends for IPV 
 Explain the impact of IPV on victims 
 Definitions and words to know 

 
Understanding the Cycle of Violence: 

 The Bible AND The Church 
 Reasons Victims Stay 
 What Is the Impact of Intimate Partner Violence? 
 Healthy and Unhealthy Behaviors 
 Being Accountable  

 
Register now through your Engage account, or 
at: https://wmt.suran.com/tool?guid=313977ac753311efbab221389eccace2 
 

 
 
 
"Being The Beloved Community” 
Event Hosted By The Congregational Renewal 
Team of the Christian Church in Ohio 
 
Saturday, November 16, 2024, 9:30am at 
Camp Christian 
10335 Maple Dell Rd., Marysville, Ohio  43040 
 
All Are Invited! 
 
Jeff Evans, Ohio Disciple and Partner in the Peter 
Block Organization, will introduce us to 6 
Conversations for community renewal and vibrant 
life.  Designed for congregational Pastors and 
congregational leadership, we'll learn about and begin to practice collaborative practices of renewal 
where we live. Registration fee of $50 includes program and lunch. 
 
Register now through your Engage account, or 
at: https://wmt.suran.com/tool?guid=b52214d0753211ef9f7821389eccace2 
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Quarter Life Fall Retreat 
November 22-24 at Camp Christian 
 
For adults ages 25-45ish 
(heavy on the "ISH") 
 
Click HERE to register online now! 
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Caring For Our Neighbors, Friends, 
Family Who Are Haitian Refugees 
 
Dear Ohio Disciples of Christ Friends, 
 
Many of you have reached out to me over 
the last few weeks asking how the Christian 
Church in Ohio has responded to the 
situation in Springfield, Ohio.  Sadly, 
Springfield leapt to the nation's attention 
because the hateful and racist rhetoric of 
politicians resulted in violence being 
threatened against our friends, our 
neighbors, our family all because they are 
Haitian and may be immigrants, refugees, or 
asylum seekers.  In fact, some are U.S. 
citizens and almost all are here legally through the government-authorized Temporary Protected 
Status (TPS) program.  Rather than apologize and recounting their remarks, they dug down and 
amplified them.  This is horrific and unacceptable. 
 
Working with our General Minister & President, the Rev. Teresa Hord Owens, the Regional Minister of 
Florida, Rev. Sandy Messick, and other justice leaders in the church the attached Pastoral Letter and 
Statement of Support of Immigrant Communities was written and widely shared.  I hope you will 
read the letter if you haven't as it contains the words and prayers of Haitian Disciples of Christ clergy 
themselves, and share it widely with those in your network.  I am proud to have been one of the 
three original signers on the letter. 
 
Also available are letters from other faith leaders through the great work of Rev. Dr. Jack Sullivan, Jr. 
Executive Director of the Ohio Council of Churches of which the Christian Church in Ohio is a 
member.  Download those here: 
https://www.ohcouncilchs.org/_files/ugd/6734be_58d52992564649d498e9a6832a5205c8.pdf  There 
is a power in the unity of the Church when we speak out for justice, civility, safety, and compassion. 
 
We also supported the visit of the Rev. Dr. William Barber (pictured right,) founder of Repairers of 
the Breach, for their "Prayer And Press Vigil” on Sunday afternoon, September 22 in Springfield.  If 
you missed it, you can watch the video of it here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I-
HtMhzfxk4   You will see several Disciples of Christ leaders in the footage in addition to so many 
others.  If you were present there, thank you! 
 
I am working with the Rev. Cornelius Brown, Regional Elder for District 8, the district of our Regional 
Church in which Springfield is located.  We are working to find more ways to support our Haitian 
friends and neighbors in Springfield, and throughout the state.  We will keep you posted. 
 
I do want you to know that we are eager to find ways to financially support the Haitian immigrant 
community in Springfield but our efforts are hampered by the fact that we do not have any Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) congregations in Springfield itself.  One Disciples congregation closed 
some years ago and the other two left the denomination, including Central Christian Church which 
has been in the news a lot lately for their good work with the Haitian community.  
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We do always recommend supporting our Christian Church Disciples of Christ Week of Compassion's 
work with refugees.  Here is the link to their donation page and they have a drop-down option for 
"Refugees”: Week Of Compassion Refugee Ministry: https://www.weekofcompassion.org/give.html   
 
We recently have learned about this non-profit working to help Haitians in the Springfield area.  The 
news reports and those they are partners with indicate it is a worthy organization.  If you know 
anything more about the organization, please share with me your thoughts. The Haitian Community 
Help & Support Center: https://www.haitiansupportcenterspringfield.org/ 
 
I would also like to lift up the pro-active and positive work of The Ohio Immigrant Alliance which has 
launched #OneLoveOhio to spotlight the acts of kindness — large and small — that we see 
happening in our communities every day.  Check out the site at www.oneloveohio.org and nominate 
positive stories of community-building here.  At the new #OneLoveOhio site, you'll find examples of 
pastors and other people of faith inviting people from all backgrounds to pray together, and 
reminding people who call themselves Christians what the gospel says about human dignity. 
Community members flocking to support Haitian-owned businesses.  
 
We will keep our members and leaders in the Christian Church in Ohio apprised of opportunities for 
donations and actions to support our Haitian friends, family, co-workers, and neighbors in Springfield 
and around Ohio.  Your prayers and your willingness to confront hateful rhetoric and misinformation 
about Haitian and other refugees, immigrants, and asylum-seekers would be most helpful at this 
time. 
 
Faithfully Yours, 
Rev. Allen V. Harris, Regional Pastor & President 
 

 
 

Week of Compassion has issued an EMERGENCY APPEAL as 
Disciples respond to HURRICANE HELENE 
 
In conversation with Regional Ministers across six affected regions, 
and in collaboration with Disciples colleagues and ecumenical 
partners, Week of Compassion is responding to emergent needs and 
preparing for what will surely be a long-term recovery. 
 
On Thursday September 26, Hurricane Helene made landfall in the 
Big Bend of the Florida Gulf Coast, landing as a category 4 storm with 
wind impacts of 140mph, bringing a 20-foot storm surge, incredible 
rainfall and flooding, and sparking tornadoes. The storm tracked 

across six states, and remnant rainfall reached into several more. Destruction is estimated at $160 
billion, one of the costliest storms in US history.  
 
While the magnitude of Hurricane Helene carries an historic price tag, it also reveals the increasing 
impact of climate change on weather patterns and meteorological events. This hurricane roared more 
than 600 miles from its Florida landfall, bringing massive flooding and destruction to communities 
that do not have experience with or much protection from these kinds of weather events, and that 
had already endured days of unrelenting rainfall before Helene arrived. Streamflows were at record 
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highs and mountain soil was saturated by the time Helene brought an additional foot of rain, causing 
mudslides and widespread destruction.   
 
Continue reading the Week of Compassion update, which includes how you can help, at 
https://www.weekofcompassion.org/stories/disciples-respond-helene 
 
Donate directly to Week of Compassion at https://www.weekofcompassion.org/give.html 
 

 
 
First Christian Church Of Sylvania Installs New 
Digital Signage 
 
First Christian Church Of Sylvania, as part of a larger effort 
to update the church's facilities, recently installed a 
beautiful new digital sign in front of the church, visible to 
those traveling the busy street they are on.  
 
In June the church hosted the singing group "Calvary's 
Love” for a community worship service.  They also recently 
received a $10,000 gift to renovate the restrooms in the 
church.  Their Pastor, Rev. Ernie Unholz, proclaims, "God is 
so good!' 
 

 
 

Lake Shore Christian Church of Euclid Celebrates 
Rev. Brian Moore's Fifth Pastoral Anniversary 
 
On Sunday, September 8 members and friends of Lake 
Shore Christian Church in Euclid celebrated their 
Pastor, the Rev. Brian Moore's fifth Pastoral 
Anniversary.   
 
Regional Minister, the Rev. Allen V. Harris, preached on 
Philippians 4:1-9 with a sermon titled "Stand Firm, 
Rejoice, Don't Worry, Keep On.”  Representatives from 
various groups in the church offered testimonials to 
Rev. Moore's dynamic pastoral ministry, as well as that 

of Rev. Dr. Christina Moore, Associate Pastor.   
 
The service was led by the Chair of the Elders Ruth Clouse and a special presentation was made by 
the Chair of the Board, Mildred Agnew  (both pictured with Brian and Christina). 
 
Later that day an evening dinner was held at the Pine Ridge Country Club in Wickliffe in honor of the 
Moore's and their ministry. 
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LTS President Visits the First Christian Church in Zanesville 
 
On Sunday, September 15, Dr. Charisse L. Gillett, President of 
Lexington Theological Seminary (LTS), visited the First Christian 
Church in Zanesville.   
 
She shared a message of joy and thanksgiving at 10:30AM 
worship.  She presented FCC-Z with the Congregational Service 
Award for the continued financial support of The Dr. Herbert Hicks 
scholarship fund.  Dr. Hicks and his wife, Shirley were present to 
receive the award.   
 
Dr. Hicks expressed his appreciation to the congregation for their 
commitment to seminary education. 
 

 
 

Fifth Christian Church of Cleveland Hosts Second Annual 
"Christian Church In Ohio Sunday” 
 
Fifth Christian Church of Cleveland hosted Second Annual 
"Christian Church In Ohio Sunday” on Sunday, September 22.   
 
Last year they invited then Regional Elder, the Rev. Kris Eggert, to 
speak.  This year they invited the Rev. Allen Harris to speak and 
he preached the sermon "People Of The Covenant” on Jeremiah 
35:31-34.  Rev. Harris also shared updates about the Christian 
Church in Ohio and answered questions from members of the 
congregation.   
 
This event was planned the Sunday before the Regional Assembly 
so that members of the congregation who might be attending the 
event would have a better understanding of what the Region is 
and offers.  Two handouts were shared with all the participants: 

Attributes of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and the beautifully crafted "Preamble To The 
Design.” 
 
It is hoped that other congregations replicate a similar Sunday celebration of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) or the Christian Church in Ohio.  Contact the Rev. Allen Harris, Regional Minister, 
for ideas and resources. 
 

 
 



Ohio Clergy Well Represented At 
Pension Fund Gathering In 
Washington, DC 
 
Ohio clergy were well-represented at the 
recent Pension Fund of the Christian 
Church's "The Gathering” event held in 
Washington, DC September 3-5.   
 
The gathering, offered to all Disciples of 
Christ clergy for a greatly reduced rate, is 
part of the Pension Fund's commitment to 
clergy health and wellness. It was held at 
our "Disciples National Cathedral,” National 
City Christian Church and their Senior Pastor, 
the Rev. Stephanie Kendell.  The Rev. Laurie 
Tapia was opening worship preacher, Rev. Dr. Thad Austin and Rev. Dr. Victoria White were keynote 
speakers.   
 
They launched their Cornerstones initiative with an emphasis on clergy health and wellness and 
focused on the four cornerstones of Mental Health, Holy Friendships, Physical Fitness, and Financial 
Well-being. 
 

 
 

Harmony Springs Christian Church Hosts 
Guns-To-Gardens Event 
 
When we think of gun violence, our hearts naturally 
lament the sadness, the sorrow, and the grief of 
gun violence and its impact on families, 
communities and our nation.  At these times, prayer 
is so important, but so is action.  The Guns 2 
Gardens event on Saturday, September 14 at 
Harmony Springs Christian Church, Uniontown, 
done in partnership with their Harmony Grows 
Garden, was just the action needed.  Through this 
event participants felt hope and a sense of 
accomplishment that they had made a difference 

with the church's event.  The Rev. Joel Engman is Lead Pastor of Harmony Springs Christian Church. 
 
Thirty seven volunteers, from within and beyond the congregation, showed up to lend their special 
talents in the efforts to reduce gun violence.  All three gun handlers were friends of church 
members.  The blacksmiths shared that when they had transformed their first gun, they knew their 
calling as blacksmiths. The Rev. Allen Harris, our Regional Pastor and President of the Christian 
Church, Disciples of Christ, was able to be present to participate and record a message live from the 
event to the rest of the Ohio Region on Facebook (https://fb.watch/u-VYnU_lCH/)  
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Making Isaiah 2:4 as literal as they could, the church turned 
swords into plowshares, moving from violence to cultivating 
hope and love. Guns to Gardens is a positive action to say 
people of faith take to heart the message of Jesus to be 
peacemakers and be called children of God. 
 
People who turned in guns and responded to our anonymous 
survey heard about our event from the radio, from our TV news 
interviews, from a friend, and saw it on Facebook. They 
surrendered their guns for a variety of reasons, including a 
family member asked them to, they felt they no longer needed 
the weapon, they were afraid children would find the gun at 
home, and some simply said guns are dangerous.  Even the 
Summit County Sheriff's Deputy, who provided onsite security, 
said he wished there were more events like this one. 
 
As participants were ready to exit the event, the last station 
featured a picture of Megan Keleman. Megan was tragically 
killed one month before our event in the drive thru line at a 
Taco Bell in Stow, Ohio, and her family embraced our event and gave their full support to it.  The 
event was dedicated to, and in memory of Megan. 
 
Debbie McDonald, one of the organizers for the event, shared, "Let's continue to be the voice for 
nonviolence and peacemaking.  Let's keep taking more steps.  Guns 2 Gardens is a positive step the 
church can take to help reduce gun violence.” 
 

 
 

Pro-Reconciliation/Anti-Racism Commission 
Deepens Ministry On Retreat 
 
September 5th & 6th our CCinOH Pro-
Reconciliation/Anti-Racism Commission met to 
deepen their critical ministry by going on retreat 
together.   
 
Utilizing an AirBnB in the Columbus area, the 
Commission members met, prayed, and worked to 
build a better and more common understanding of 
their ministry together.  
 
The Rev. Dr. Alecia Evans-Hayes and Pastor Jeff 

Wilder are co-chairs of the Commission. 
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Reconciliation Ministry Offering 
 
"The time is always ripe to do what is right.” – Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 
The Reconciliation Special Offering will be taken on 
September 29, 2024, and October 6, 2024. Expect 
to receive offering materials the week of September 
12th. Your advocacy and financial support are much 
appreciated. 
 
For more than 40 years, Disciples have had a visible ministry to address racism in society. Gifts 
to Reconciliation Ministry, through its Offering or throughout the year, support programs and 
initiatives aimed at dismantling racism. Reconciliation Ministry is not supported by Disciples Mission 
Fund. 
 
For more information, including worship resources, go to https://disciplesmissionfund.org/special-
offerings/reconciliation-ministry-offering/ 
 

 
 
Veterans Ministry Event, "Skin in the Game:  We Care” October 18 in Florence 
From Pastor Susan Diamond 
 
I'm sending this to Tri-State Clergy, Chaplains, and spiritual care-givers to invite you to join me in an 
event surrounding veterans and ministry called "Skin in the Game:  We Care”.  We all know that 
Veterans have made great sacrifices.  Many have come back from the battlefield with injuries:  some 
of those injuries are visible, and some injuries are invisible.  
 
I've been involved with the issue of Moral Injury for over 13 years, both with veterans and with many 
who suffered through the Pandemic (first responders, doctors, nurses, teachers, clergy, chaplains, 
etc.).  During my sabbatical in 2021, while doing work on moral injury supported by a Louisville 
Institute Study Grant, I came across an organization called "Warriors Journey Home”.   I had the 
opportunity to see first-hand how a UCC pastor (a Viet Nam veteran) had been able to do significant 
healing work through his local congregation over the last 20 years, and has expanded that ministry to 
several other churches in the area. 
 
One of the things that we've been working on together collaboratively over the past year is a two-day 
event in Northern Kentucky:  a resource fair for Veterans, and an educational opportunity for clergy 
and spiritual care-givers (including lay leaders!).  Please see the attached letter and brochure for 
more information.  There is no charge for the three-hour workshop…but it will be well worth your 
time, I promise you. 
 
I hope you and some of your church leadership will be able to join us.  The registration link (for 
preparation purposes only) is here: https://wjhm.org/events/sitgflorence/ 
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Ohio Council Of Churches Sponsors Anti-
Racism Sunday October 20th 
 
The Ohio Council of Churches presents the 4th 
annual Anti-Racism Sunday, October 20, 2024. 
 
As a Jesus Christ movement for unity, justice, and 
peace, the Ohio Council of Churches invites 
congregations to participate in the 4th annual Anti-
Racism Sunday, October 20, 2024.  
 
This year's theme is: "Dismantling Racism—Building 
Community. 
 
Anti-Racism Sunday is an opportunity for 
congregations to publicly declare during their 
Sunday morning worship services that racism is a 
sin that is incompatible with God's vision for 
humanity.  It is also an opportunity for them to 

build relationships with other Christians and people from other faith and civic realms to create 
listening experiences that are safe for all as we seek to eradicate racism and heal from its harms. All 
congregations are welcome to participate. 
 
On October 20, we invite you to join us on YouTube https://youtu.be/eA8QBf1kGP0 for a special 
Anti-Racism Sunday worship service featuring a message from Rev. Dr. David Long-Higgins, the 
Conference Minister of the Heartland Conference of the United Church of Christ and President of the 
Ohio Council of Churches' Governing Board. 
 
The Ohio Council of Churches will provide suggestions for an adult sermon, biblical readings, and 
Sunday school lessons and activities for different age groups that speak to this focus. We will also 
provide resources for individuals interested in learning more about anti-racism as a practice and 
movement. For worship resources, visit Anti-Racism | OH Council Churches (ohcouncilchs.org) 
 
To let us know if you are interested in viewing the online worship experience, or to register your 
congregation for participation in Anti-Racism Sunday, please click here. 
 
The late James Baldwin once said, "Not everything that is faced can be changed, but nothing can be 
changed until it is faced."  As empowered by the Holy Spirit, together we will face racism and work to 
dismantle it in all of its forms. 
 
Please join us. 
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CW&W Storytelling In Person Training - Avon, IN 
Date: November 1-2  
Time: 6p - 9p on Friday and 9a - 5p on Saturday 
Location: Avon Christian Church 7236 E. County Road 100 S Avon, 
IN 461223  
Cost: $120/person 
Avon, Indiana is about a half an hour outside of Indianapolis. 
 
Full Flyer is attached to this email. Register by clicking HERE. 
 
 

 
 
 
Meet And Greet The New Cleveland Christian 
Home Executive Director 
Wednesday, November 6th, 2024 
11:30am-1pm 
 
Cleveland Christian Home 
11401 Lorain Ave. 
Cleveland, OH 44111 
 
Lunch Will Be Served 
 
We are pleased to introduce Dawnya Underwood, 
LMSW, Executive Director at The Centers' Cleveland 
Christian Home. 
 
Please join us for lunch and a meet and greet with the 
child wellness campus team to hear the latest updates 
on the campus renovation and all the exciting 
developments underway. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact   
Maureen Horton, Donor Relationship Manager,  
at  216-435-1356  
or  maureen.horton@thecentersohio.org. 
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2024 Renewal Initiative Supports 
Current Mission & Ministry In The 
Christian Church in Ohio 
 
Every year for the past few years the 
Christian Church in Ohio has engaged 
individuals from around the Regional Church 
in helping to support the ongoing, day-to-
day mission and ministry of both the 
Regional Church and Camp Christian through 

our Renewal Initiative.  This year's theme, "A Body Bound By Love,” based on Ephesians 4:15-16, 
reminds us that we are all "knit together,” just as ligaments connect parts of the human body 
together, and that when these connections are healthy and loving they make for a stronger, growing, 
more faithful and effective church body. 
 
You have your choice to give simply to the Regional Church Operating Expenses, to Camp Christian 
Operating Expenses, or where it is most needed.  This third option allows the Regional Church 
Finance Committee to designate those funds to either of the other funds to help balance the 
budget. Last year 100% of the "where needed most” funds were directed to the Camp Christian 
Operating Fund which allowed both the Regional Church and the Camp to be in the black 
financially. This was great news and only possible because of your generosity. 
 
Click HERE to read more about the 2024 Renewal Initiative, and watch our social media for even 
more examples of how the Regional Church using your gracious gifts fulfills Christ's mandate to love 
and serve God, our neighbors, and ourselves.  And please note that the Renewal Initiative is 
completely separate from the upcoming major financial campaign which was announced at the 
Regional Assembly. 
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