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Around The Region & In My Heart 
September 2024 
Rev. Allen V. Harris, Regional Minister 
 

The end of this month we as a Regional Church will do 
something very significant in the life of the larger Church 
Universal: we will embody Christ's prayer "that they all may be 
one” (John 17:21).  On Friday afternoon and evening, 
September 27, and Saturday morning and afternoon, 
September 28, the Christian Church in Ohio (Disciples of Christ) 
and the Heartland Conference of the United Church of Christ 
will join together for prayer and praise, for learning and 
growing, for connecting and networking, for food and 
fellowship, for worship and music, for laughter and listening, 
and for strengthening the ligaments, sinews, nerves, and 
circulation of the Body of Christ. 
 

We are meeting together as the Regional Assembly of the 
Christian Church in Ohio (Disciples of Christ) and as the Annual 
Gathering of the Heartland Conference of the United Church of Christ. 
 

The focus of the planning team for this year's joint event has been twofold.  First, we wanted to accentuate the places 
where our two faith traditions are already doing ministry exceptionally well together and improve upon others.  The 
Common Global Ministries of our denominations is the preeminent example and both of our guest preachers are 
representatives of the mission and ministry we have together around the globe.  We will also lift up the congregations in 
our Region Church and Conference that are dually-aligned or federated, as well as those that are served by clergy of the 
other denomination.  Finally, we are putting a significant focus on the networks we have and can do better together, 
from Disaster Preparedness and Relief and Interim Ministry Training, to creating and improving others, from youth 
ministry to rural church networks, as well as to simply build community across our common interests and tasks. 
 

The second focus, which will be lived out by our keynote speaker, is to help our DOC and UCC congregations, which 
oftentimes are a diverse mix of political, theological, and social perspectives, to better hold space for conversations 
around important but often divisive topics.  Because of the similar polity of our two denominations, our local 
congregations frequently are a rich blend of outlooks, viewpoints, and commitments.  During politically-charged times 
like ours today, it is often difficult to hold these diverse voices together.  We will try together to learn one way to have 
such "brave conversations” in ways that bring us closer together and build up the Body of Christ.  [See the Regional 
Assembly page on our website for details on our preachers and keynote speaker.] 
 

In the midst of this planning, some people have asked Rev. David Long-Higgin, Conference Minister of the Heartland 
Conference and me, "does this mean the DOC and UCC are merging?”  And while the question is understandable, as 
merger was very much on the table decades ago for our two denominations, it is not at all our intention to merge 
bodies.  Rather, we are seeking to model healthy and vibrant cooperation, more effective partnerships, strategic 
collaboration, and energizing friendships, knowing instinctively that at this time in history we can do more things better 
together while still honoring the rich legacies, traditions, and unique gifts of our two church bodies. 
 

We very much hope you are planning to join us as we live into "Being The Community Of Christ – Together!”  We are 
well aware that each of our bodies are already finding the process of meeting together different, perhaps even 
perplexing.  Even so, we hope you will find it as the planners and staff have already found it a means to grow and learn 
from each other different (maybe even better?) ways of gathering as the Regional Church or Conference.  Let us be bold 
in our desires to fulfill Christ's call to build up the entire Body of Christ.  See you in Columbus! 
 

Faithfully Yours, 
Allen 
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CORRECTION from the August Newsletter:  
In the Summer Camp 2024 article, it should have listed Otter Camp Co-Directors- Stephanie Kistner, and Rev. Laureen 
Roe. We apologize for this error. 
 

 
 

'OK. We hear you, God!' - Fifth Christian Church finds new life in mission 
A story from DCEF – Disciples Church Extension Fund 
 
When Fifth Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Cleveland, Ohio called 
Rev. E. Regis Bunch to serve as Transitional Pastor, its community of faith 
stood at a crossroads. 
 
"The congregation knew they were experiencing a deep decline, but they 
didn't have consensus on what to do,” Rev. Regis recalled. 
 
Located in the largest Black, middle-class neighborhood in Ohio, the deaths 
of several church members due to COVID-19 left this place of worship 
struggling. 
 
Then God started moving. Disciples Church Extension Fund's New 
Beginnings Director Rev. Gilberto Collazo was conducting visits in the Ohio 
Region, so he and Pastor Bunch had lunch. That meeting began the journey 
to uncover new possibilities for Fifth Christian Church. 
 
Collazo advised Rev. Regis to prayerfully consider what God might be up to 

among them and to utilize New Beginnings to start again. 
 
"It was an in-depth, powerful assessment process,” Rev. Regis shared. "New Beginnings was exactly what we needed. 
I said, 'Ok, God. I hear you!'” 
 
The assessment helped the faith community examine its current resources – people, property, and finances – and 
identify the neighborhood needs around them. 
 
It also named the harsh reality that Fifth Christian was not only mourning the loss of congregants who had passed, but 
the glory days of its 60-year-old church. 
 
As Fifth Christian began to heal, it found that it could tap into other parts of its identity that had long been dormant, 
such as lay leadership. 
 
New Beginnings saw the congregation engage in some difficult conversations, but it also "helped us count our blessings,” 
Rev. Regis revealed. 
 
"Our building is not large, but it's relatively new,” he explained, "and it's paid for!” 
 
With the influx of additional participants, which Rev. Regis gathered to help breathe life into the church, old programs 
were re-ignited, including Disciples Men and Women's ministries. 
 
Rev. Regis was asked to step into the senior pastor role full-time and see the congregation through the process. 
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Ultimately, the congregation voted to pursue redefining its 
mission. A small group gathered to write its future story, which 
would help the church imagine its future. New deacons and elders 
have been ordained to lead the relaunch guided by a new, clear 
mission: to be a sanctuary for those who have also suffered 
through pain and trauma. 
 
As the church embraces its journey of death, mourning, and 
healing, Rev. Regis is hopeful. They are by no means out of the 
woods, but he knows the congregation is listening for the Spirit's 
guidance to learn how they can use their journey to support 
others. 
  
"OK, God. We hear you!” he laughed. 
  
Is your church in need of a new beginning? Disciples Church Extension Fund can help you find your way. Connect with 
Rev. Gilberto Collazo at gcollazo@disciplescef.org or 800.274.1883 today. 
 
Also be sure to connect with your Regional Zone Advisor Brock McCracken during the Regional Assembly, Sept. 27-28. 
 

 
 

2024 Renewal Initiative Supports Current Mission & Ministry 
In The Christian Church in Ohio 
 
Every year for the past few years the Christian Church in Ohio 
has engaged individuals from around the Regional Church in 
helping to support the ongoing, day-to-day mission and 
ministry of both the Regional Church and Camp Christian 
through our Renewal Initiative.  This year's theme, "A Body 
Bound By Love,” based on Ephesians 4:15-16, reminds us that 
we are all "knit together,” just as ligaments connect parts of 

the human body together, and that when these connections are healthy and loving they make for a stronger, growing, 
more faithful and effective church body. 
 
You have your choice to give simply to the Regional Church Operating Expenses, to Camp Christian Operating Expenses, 
or where it is most needed.  This third option allows the Regional Church Finance Committee to designate those funds to 
either of the other funds to help balance the budget. Last year 100% of the "where needed most” funds were directed 
to the Camp Christian Operating Fund which allowed both the Regional Church and the Camp to be in the black 
financially. This was great news and only possible because of your generosity. 
 
Watch for a letter and brochure in the mail in the next week or so.  In the meantime, click HERE to read more about the 
2024 Renewal Initiative, and watch our social media for even more examples of how the Regional Church using your 
gracious gifts fulfills Christ's mandate to love and serve God, our neighbors, and ourselves.  And please note that the 
Renewal Initiative is completely separate from the upcoming major financial campaign which will be launched at the 
Regional Assembly. 
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Regional Assembly and Annual Gathering 
September 27 & 28 at Northwest Christian Church, Columbus 
 
It's almost time for the combined Regional Assembly and Annual Gathering with our siblings from the Heartland 
Conference United Church of Christ! 
 
If you haven't already done so, be sure to get registered ASAP 
at https://www.ultracamp.com/info/sessiondetail.aspx?idCamp=1355&campCode=HSK&idSession=470403 
 
Click HERE for a detailed schedule. 
 
Attached to this email is a listing of nearby hotels as well for those who need overnight accommodations. 
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Festival of Sharing – Church World Service 
Now through the in person event on September 27th & 28th 
 
Join Us in Spreading Compassion Through the Festival of 
Sharing. 
 
At the heart of the Festival of Sharing is compassion. With 
your help, each kit is filled with love, packed with hope, and 
shared with neighbors in need at just the right time. 
 
This year alone, your generosity has helped the Festival of 
Sharing provide: 

 Hygiene kits and blankets for the unsheltered in 
Cleveland through the Nehemiah Mission. 

 Emergency cleanup buckets to those affected by 
devastating floods in Marietta. 

 School kits to children on the Westside of Columbus, 
giving them the tools to start the school year off 
right. 

 
Together, we can do even more. Your support, combined with others, provides hope and relief to our neighbors in Ohio 
and around the world. We invite you to be part of this important ministry by assembling kits or making a donation to the 
Festival of Sharing this year. 
 
Let's make a difference together. 
 
Not able to assemble kits this year? You can still make a difference by making a donation and selecting the kits you want 
to provide!  Every contributions counts in bringing hope to those in need. 
 
To learn more and/or make a donation, go to fosohio.org. There is also a bulletin insert attached to this email we are 
asking you to share with your congregations. 
 
If you're able to bring your donations in person to the Festival of Sharing on September 27-28, you'll find them at First 
Community Church—North Campus 3777 Dublin Road in Columbus. Can't be there in person? Kits can be dropped off 
by Friday Sept. 20 at your nearest drop-off location. Visit: www.fosohio.org/kits-depots/  
 

 
 
You are Invited to a Regional Breakfast 
 
The Men's group at Northwest Christian Church in Columbus is hosting a Regional Breakfast on Saturday, September 
14th at 10am and YOU are invited! 
 
Sign up by clicking HERE. 
 
If you have questions or would like more information, please contact Rebecca at the Church Office 
at office@northwestchristian.org 
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District 8/12 Stronger Together Rally Inspires And Connects 
 
On June 29th we came together as Disciples of Christ in 
Districts 8 and 12.  There are days in life you would only 
believe if you were a part. Churches from Dayton, Cincinnati, 
and Wilmington all came to Middletown to worship, 
celebrate, and learn together!  5 months of Prayer, Planning, 
and calling on God Expecting him to move!  He did!  More 
than we could ever hope for, expect or dream.  Brothers and 
sisters from all walks of life came together, in fellowship, 
loving on one another Expecting God to move! The spirit Fell! 
 
The smallest class registered for at the start, came out of 
their first Session with 3 people calling on God to come into 
their life so much so that they wanted baptized on the 
spot!  Then we had a lunch catered by Brent's Smokin' Butt's, dessert by Mingles Ice Cream, and headed into our 
afternoon session.   
 

Classes on evangelism, what Disciples believe, worship, 
addiction, and constitution and bylaws!  The class with the 
smallest registration grew again!  Faith is Infectious.  After 
that class 4 more souls were added to the Kingdom and 
wanted baptized!  So what did we do as a Church as a 
whole?  We filled and waded in the Water that 
Moment.  Then as the seemingly last person was baptized 
one more entered the kingdom!  8 people came to the Lord 
and were baptized that day! 
 
Again Faith is Contagious!  When we work together we are 
Stronger together!  When we Kingdom Build and not Castle 
Build we all grow and move forward.  Not ONE church IS AN 
Island but a movement of God's church together saw the 
move of God this day! To God Be the Glory! 

 
Please keep an Eye out for next year's get together! 
 
Let's come together Stronger together next year! 
 

 
 
Karl Road Christian Church Celebrates Retirement of Carol Fry, 
Music Director and Secretary and Organist and Pianist, Kim 
Anderson 
 
On Sunday, July 28th the members and friends of Karl Road Christian 
Church hosted a reception to give thanks for the years of dedicated 
service of the church's Music Director and Secretary, Carol 
Fry.  Thomas Rosser, leader in the congregation, writes, "We are and 
will continue to miss Carol's long and committed contributions to our 
mission as a professional, believer and practitioner of the DOC way!” 
 
Their gifted and talented organist and pianist, Kim Anderson, also 
resigned his position at the end of July.  Thomas shares, "Kim's 



dedicated and devoted service to our mission in harmony with Carol made for a dynamic partnership!  They attracted 
and inspired our members and friends to deeply experience the presence of God through word and song.  They 
consistently sustained an environment of God's presence, always, but especially over the past few years of challenge to 
in person worship and fellowship. 
 
The picture is of Carol and Kim after their farewell reception on July 28th at Karl Road Christian Church.  "We thank each 
of you for helping us lift up gratitude and deep appreciation to God for creating talented servants like Carol and Kim and 
bringing them to us.” 
 
Carol Fry was hired at Karl Road Christian Church as the part-time church secretary and while working she started 
attending the Thursday morning Bible study.  After taking some time off while raising children, Carol came back as 
secretary and then the Director of Music opened up and she agreed to start in January 1999.  
 
In her time at Karl Road, Carol directed the adult choir, a children's choir, the handbell choir, Christmas musicals, the 
Praise choir (a small group that sang contemporary Christian songs with recorded accompaniment), and was heavily 
involved in Vacation Bible School.  She hired instrumentalists, and had many different persons share their gifts in the 
summertime when the choirs were not in session.  She was even been able to share the musical gifts of her own family, 
Michael, Meghan, and Sharon, in solos, duets, trios, and a quartet.  After COVID, due to the loss of KRCC members, the 
church no longer had a choir.  There were a few times they were able to have a very small ensemble, but especially since 
October 2022 Kim and Carol had to do it all.  
 
Carol writes, "I am grateful for the family that was created here, that supported and loved me, and helped me grow in 
my faith.  Now it's time for retirement and the next chapter.  I'm looking forward to turning the page!” 
 
Kim Anderson accepted the organist position at Karl Road Christian Church in 1989 where he has been for the last 35 
years. It was at KRCC where Kim was brought into the musical theater world by his choir director Randy Manypenny 
working with various organizations in the world of Community Theater in the 80's (Worthington/Delaware/ Grove City/ 
Columbus Children's Theater, etc). 
 
Kim writes, "I love being involved in music & feel that it keeps life joyful & interesting.  It can also become a bit addictive 
as I've managed to accumulate close to 30,000 vinyl records & a good 3-4 thousand cd's. You can't have too much music 
though!  I come from a very small family where my immediate family currently consists of my cockatiel Walker & my 
new rescue Basset Hound, Addison whom I just adopted… For entertainment I pretty much love the typical movies, 
concerts, festivals, gardening, going to Lifetime Fitness and popping out to the casinos on occasion!  Just basically 
keeping busy with "Addie" by giving her a new lease on life & starting a new chapter on life myself!” 
 

 
 

Explore Your Place at Pension Fund! 
With Our Ohio Client Relations Team Member, Raquel Collazo 
 
Join Pension Fund on Wednesday, September 18 at 10:30 a.m. EDT as we 
explore our products and programs that will span the length of your 
ministry. Retirement is not a one-size-fits-all solution.  We want to walk 
alongside you in your career to help you find your place at Pension Fund, 
and education is a key element in helping to plan your future.  Our Client 
Relations team will be covering topics including retirement readiness, 
Ministerial Relief and Assistance programs like Parental Leave Grants and 
Emergency Aid that can assist during your career, and individual products 
that can help diversify your savings. 
 
No matter what your goals are, Pension Fund has a product or program that 
can work for you.  Our Christian Church in Ohio Client Relations team 
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member, Raquel Collazo, will be available at the end to answer any questions you might have about these valuable 
products, programs, and tools.  Don't miss it, register today! 
 
All sessions will be recorded.  Even if you can't attend, please register to receive a replay link. 
 
You can register for the webinar here: https://pensionfund.org/events/pension-fund-insider-update-with-raquel-collazo 
 

 
 
Harmony Springs Christian Church Guns to Gardens Event 
 
Greetings from Harmony Springs Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ) and Harmony Grows Garden! 
 
Recent events in Akron and Canton have made us acutely 
aware of the growing gun violence epidemic. The spirit has 
stirred us to move beyond thoughts and prayers towards a 
real effort to reduce gun violence in our communities. We've 
decided to organize a Guns to Gardens Safe Surrender Event 
on September 14, 2024 from 11am – 1 pm. 
 
This apolitical event allows the community to surrender unwanted guns safely, voluntarily, and anonymously. The guns 
are chopped into parts onsite and made into garden tools symbolizing the words of the prophet Isaiah, '"They shall beat 
their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.”[1] 
 
We write today asking for your support in two critical ways. 
 
First, would you and your congregation consider a mission fund donation to Harmony Grows designated for Guns to 
Gardens? 
 
Harmony Grows is a 501(c)3 non-profit intertwined with the work of the church. Your donation will help provide gift 
cards to local grocery stores and gas stations which will be distributed to participants as thanks for surrendering 
unwanted firearms. Your donation will also support the blacksmiths and artisans who create garden tools out of 
surrendered firearms. 
 
Second, would you and your family, friends, and congregation plan to attend this important event?  If it would be 
helpful, we'd be honored to share the event vision and details with your church, women's or men's group, class or 
special program. Would you also be willing to share this event with your congregation? If so, we've included a flyer for 
the event, bulletin insert and pamphlet. 
 
We welcome your presence at the event and would be happy to discuss and/or answer questions. To get the 
conversation started we'd love to hear from you at g2g@harmonygrows.org. Your support of this Guns to Gardens event 
provides a positive, life affirming way to take action to reduce gun violence in our communities. 
 
To find out more visit us online at harmonygrows.org/gunstogardens 
 
Rev. Joel S. Engman, Pastor, Harmony Springs Christian Church 
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Conversation And Training On White Christian Nationalism Offered 
 
Rev Dr. Claudella (CJ)  Koen, Th.D, MDiv, MAR will lead a conversation and training on Christian Nationalism via Zoom on 
September 26, at 9:00 AM.  She will be joined by Rev. Jeff Wilder.  General Assembly Resolution GA-2341 calls us to 
oppose Christian Nationalism.  This training will give you information about the movement and what steps we can take 
to stop it.  We will also discuss Project 2025 as it relates to White Christian Nationalism.  You can read the resolution 
here: https://ga.disciples.org/resolutions/2023/ga-2341/ 
 
Please pass this information about the training to members of your congregation and other interested individuals.  
 
Register at: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwode2vpzgsH9NDs7mfEirlefcsTfCmCbxv 
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United Campus Ministry Invites You To A Fundraising Event 
September 28 at the UCM Lounge and Chapel 

 
 

 
"Being The Beloved Community” Event Hosted By The Congregational Renewal Team of the Christian Church in Ohio 
Saturday, November 16, 9:30 a.m. Camp Christian 
 
All Are Invited! 
 
Jeff Evans, Ohio Disciple and Partner in the Peter Block Organization, will introduce us to 6 Conversations for community 
renewal and vibrant life. Designed for congregational Pastors and congregational leadership, we'll learn about and begin 
to practice collaborative practices of renewal where we live. 
 
Cost: $50, including lunch. More information and registration coming soon! 
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Creating Vital Congregations Webinar Series Presents Faith-
Rooted Organization And Congregation Ministry Webinar 
September 11 
 
Register for our upcoming Webinar: "From Muted To 
Movement: Faith-Rooted Organization And Congregation 
Ministry,"  on Wednesday September 11 from 6:30 to 8PM ET 
led by Rev. Dr. Jack Sullivan Jr. and Rev. Dr. Aaron Stauffer 
 
"Community organizing is arguably the most practiced form of political participation in the United States today. So why 
do so many congregations avoid the call to social justice? How can pastors develop and activate congregations to take 
their place in social justice movements across the country? In this webinar, two pastor-organizer-scholars will reflect on 
the trials, the tribulations, and the triumphs of navigating congregational involvement in community organizing. Come 
join us for engaging conversation and practical tools on how congregations can find their voice in the social justice 
movement." 
 
This webinar is organized by Lexington Theological Seminary and Justice and Advocacy Ministries at Disciples Home 
Missions 
 
Register here: https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZElc-6pqjwsHNbgJEdM7xSmlOkxK2tOR-
mv?fbclid=IwY2xjawE0crNleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHR_WtabBKSFOBYbW1gbJjedx4AMpTO_QPvZaM_hs6QsiQe2c8D70PbiW
nQ_aem_mlvBhWThX-gxBjp0TLqTvA#/registration 
 

 
 

Cleveland Christian Home Excited to Announce New 
Executive 
 
Join us in welcoming Dawnya Underwood to Cleveland 
Christian Home as our new Executive Director! 
 
With over twenty years of experience in social services and 
child welfare, Dawnya has collaborated with federal agencies, 
child welfare organizations, and state and local governments 
to support vulnerable populations, including justice-involved 
individuals, unhoused individuals and families, 
unaccompanied and separated children, and those affected 
by violence, systemic racism, and health inequities. A 
dynamic Chicago native, Dawnya holds a Bachelor of Arts in 
Criminal Justice and a Master's degree in Social Work. She has 
traveled the world extensively, lived in Ethiopia, played 
college basketball, and is a super fan of The Golden Girls and 
loves pizza (not just Chicago style). 
 
We are grateful that she has chosen our great city of 

Cleveland and CCH as the next place where she will have the most impact, and we are excited to see the positive 
changes she will bring to our organization and community! 
 
More information about the Cleveland Christian Home can been found on their website at https://cchome.org/ 
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DMF Day - September 12th 
 
Disciples Mission Fund makes it possible for us to do more 
together than we can alone. Because of DMF, lives are 
transformed and ministry happens across the church and 
around the world. 
 
Congregations are stronger when they participate in Disciples 
Mission Fund because they are part of something much larger 
than themselves – DMF makes it possible for Disciples to do 
ministry in places far beyond their own community. 
 
Plus, congregations benefit from DMF in tangible ways as 
well: support from their regional minister through the search 
and call process, sending kids to church camp, ministry 
interns from Disciples seminaries, global mission partners, 
and so much more. 
 
How has your congregation been impacted by Disciples 
Mission Fund? 
 
On September 12, 2024, DMF will host live events, share stories and resources, and have a worshipful time of prayer in 
gratitude for the difference that the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is making. We will celebrate the work we do 
together as church because of Disciples Mission Fund. Stay tuned for the full schedule. 
 
Please make a gift on DMF Day in celebration of all we are able to do together. 
 
More information at https://disciplesmissionfund.org/dmfday/ 
 

 
 
Plan Now To Attend Our 2025 General Assembly In Memphis, Tennessee! 
 
The 2025 General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) will gather in-person July 12 - 15, in Memphis, 
TN. The General Assembly theme is "BEYOND” based on Ephesians 3:20-21. 
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