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Around The Region And In My Heart 
Rev. Allen V. Harris 

 
"Where are all the pastoral candidates?” 

 
I have been getting this question a lot in the two-and-a-half 
years since being called as your Regional Pastor.  To be clear, it 
was on the minds of congregations in the Capital Area Region 
where I previously served pre-pandemic as well, but it was not 
vocalized as much as it is today.  It has become even more 
pronounced since our world changed in profound ways in recent 
years: when COVID-19 swept the globe, as racial-justice 
uprisings emerged (again) this time following the deaths of 
George Floyd and Breanna Taylor, following the attack on the 
Capitol on January 6, 2021, and in the context of the stark 
reminder of climate change which has made the last few years 
the hottest in recorded human history. 
 
Church leaders who sat on Search Committees in years past 
were used to a different model, where "batches” of ministerial profiles were provided by the Regional 
Minister and each time the committee met the members could chart and compare gifts and skills, and 
if no one from this week's selection felt "just right,” they would send their "thank you, but no thank 
you” email and wait for next week's group of profiles.  They became used to search processes that 
lasted 8-12 months and a new minister could be installed in about a year. 
 
In the new world of the Search & Call process, Search Committees are sent perhaps a profile or two 
every few weeks – even for the larger congregations and full-time positions!  It is also taking one to 
two years easily to find the right clergy leadership.  Personally, I am finding this new model hopeful 
and refreshing, even as committees might think it to be frustrating and frightening.  For me, the 
beauty is that rather than comparing and contrasting candidates against each other, looking at only a 
few quick profile boxes, now each candidate can be understood more fully for who they are as an 
individual.  I invite Search Committee's to take time to ponder each candidate's gifts and graces, 
priorities and goals, and how they might fit with the congregation's gifts and graces, priorities and 
goals.  There is the opportunity now to watch each candidate's sermons online, to read through the 
answers on the profile questions more thoughtfully and review the references more carefully.  There 
is more time for prayer and listening for the Spirit's leading these days.  
 
Continue reading at https://www.ccinoh.com/ccio-blog/2024/august/around-the-
region-and-in-my-heart-august-newsletter.aspx 
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2024 Summer Camp, Conference, and Retreat 
Season is *Almost* Over! 
 
Except for the traditional conclusion of the Summer Camp, 
Conference, and Retreat Season with the Labor Day 
Disciples Fellowship Retreat August 30 – September 1 
(registration happening now!) we can "call it a wrap” on 
our wonderful 2024 season.  Thirteen separate camps, 
conferences, and retreats will have taken place by the end 
of the summer, and hundreds of children, youth, and 

adults will have experienced the power of deeper Bible Study and spiritual development in Christian 
community, the joy of being with friends and colleagues, longtime and new, and the energy of 
leadership development and discipleship. 
 
We offer a special word of thanks to all of our Directors, Assistant Directors, Leadership Teams, 
Officers, and Counselors who made time in their busy schedules to help plan and lead our program of 
faith formation, fun, and fellowship through our rich and diverse camping program.  These leaders 
include: for the Disciples Fellowship Retreats: Mary Arnold and the DFR leadership team; for 
Grandparents & Me Camp: Director, Mary Jo Bray and Assistant Directors, Marsha Mueller & 
Laureen Roe; for Otter Camp: Director Stephanie Kistner 
and Assistant Director, Laureen Roe; for Camp Emmaus: 
Director, Polly Tallos and Assistant Directors, Zack Devoll & 
Dave Deihl; for CYF Conference Week 1: Co-Directors, 
Michael Doerr & C Stonebraker-Martinez and Assistant 
Director, Candis Wilson; for Adult Conference: President, 
Cheryl Nagy and the Planning Team; for Created to Be Me: 
Directors Chad Penhorwood, Kara Swartz; for Ribbit 
Camp: Director, Xan Morgan and Assistant Director, 
Jonathan Rumberg; for Camp Encore: Director: Zack 
Devoll; for Camp Corinth: Director, Gene Sugg and 
Assistant Directors, Cindy Stevens & Terry Bartlett; for 
CYF Conference Week 2: Director, Ally Bozeka and Assistant Directors Matt Thomas and Colleen 
Munley; and for Advance Conference: Officers, Isabella Curet, Maya Hammond, and Tomas 
Hernandez. 
 
You will find elsewhere in this newsletter a word of profound gratitude to our summer camp staff, 
who without their hard work and dedication we could not offer the depth and breadth of 
programming we do at our Camp Christian conference center.   As always, we are dependent upon 
and grateful for the expertise, creativity, and hard work that our Regional Administrator, Jennie 
Stoddart Bernard, puts into making sure camp happens in a timely manner, and happens well.  
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This summer was especially challenging as two of our 
beloved Regional Church staff left for new ministries in the 
midst of the season, and two interim managers were 
brought on board.  On June 23 Tom Bowerman-Jett, our 
Camp Site Manager and his husband, the Rev. Bruce 
Bowerman-Jett, our Food Service Director (and so much 
more!!) left for Florida where Bruce had been called to be 
the Pastor of First Christian Church of West Palm 
Beach.  We were blessed to have ready and available the 
Rev. Wendy Taylor who joined us as Interim Hospitality 
Manager and Dave Stonebraker-Martinez as Interim 
Facilities Manager.  Considering how major a transition this 

was, it went wonderfully well and most of our programming continued without a hitch.  
 
Dave Stonebraker-Martinez reflects on the summer: 
"It was such a joy to see so many young people join us at Camp Christian this summer!  Thank you 
to all of the counselors, directors, summer staff, pastors, and parents that helped make the camp 
experience possible for our youth and young adults as they continue to navigate their spiritual 
journeys and learn more about our shared Christian faith.  I believe Camp is making lasting positive 
change in the lives of campers, and I consider it a great privilege to serve camp and spread God's 
love to all who pass these hallowed grounds.  I have so much gratitude for the countless people that 
have come before us and given their time and talents to build this beloved community.  Thank you to 
everyone, especially all the campers, who made this another wonderful summer, full of budding new 
friendships, deepening faiths, and loads of fun!” 

 
Wendy Taylor shares: 
"What a blessing it has been to be back and part of the 
mission and love of Camp Christian. Working alongside so 
many great people has given me hope for our future. 
While I know for some, the idea of congruent camps is 
tough, I have to say one of my favorite moments of the 
Camp season was listening to Chi Rho and CYF together 
singing "Linger.” It was so beautiful and made me wonder 
why we haven't been doing more together.  It sure made 
me want to linger longer! Thank you all for a beautiful 
Camp season!” (To watch a video of the singing of 
"Linger,” click here: https://youtu.be/RngA5kagWa8) 
 

This year was the second year we did joint publicity with the Heartland Conference United Church of 
Christ's summer camp program and while there was not a huge number of campers experiencing the 
other denomination's programs, this is still an important way to express our ecumenical 
partnership.  Next year we will have the honor of hosting several United Church of Christ camps at 
Camp Christian as they close their own beloved camp site in November 2024, Templed Hills Camp, 
and we explore a longer term relationship in the future. 
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We also continue to explore what it means to have 
concurrent camps, and in 2024 we "found our groove” a 
bit more as our Camp Emmaus (middle school) and CYF 
Conference Week 1 (high school) camps shared the same 
campsite quite well.  This did necessitate the creation of a 
second vesper area (now called our "east vesper 
spot.”)  Next year we anticipate even more 
shared/concurrent weeks as we seek to maximize the 
number of campers who can experience Camp Christian.  
 

It takes many people with caring and creative hearts and minds to ensure the successful completion 
of our Summer Camp Program.  Thanks to everyone, most especially the children, youth, young 
adults and adults who attended our programs.  We pray that the experience was meaningful and 
perhaps even life changing.   We also hope you will tell someone about your experience and share 
with them the attached 2025 Summer Camp Calendar.  To God Be The Glory!  
 

 
 

Thank You Summer Staff! 
 
Every summer Camp Christian hosts hundreds of children, youth, and young adults for summer 
church camp, in addition to all the directors, counselors, and other adults who are present to lead 
those camps.  Whether for a week or a few days they grow in their faith, build positive relationships, 
and have fun.  But none of this would be possible without the summer camp staff who fix and serve 
their meals, wash the dishes, maintain the facilities, mow the lawn, dispense medications and care 
for the occasional scraped knee, answer the phone and make copies, and do a multitude of other 
tasks needed to help the leaders run the camps.  Our 2024 Summer Camp Staff was exceptionally 
gifted and made sure our program ran smoothly and safely. 
 
A special word of gratitude goes to each and every one of our 2024 Summer Camp Staff 
members.  Your hard work, sweat, smiles and laughter, and deep care for the camp, conference, and 
retreat programs of the Christian Church in Ohio was noticed and appreciated.  On behalf of all the 
campers, leaders, parents, and Regional Church, we thank you because we could not have done it 
without you!  
 
Those who served on Staff at Camp Christian this Summer include: Austin Perry, Bob Unger, Brianna 
Josey, Bruce Bowerman-Jett, Carol Butcher, Chris Compton, Courtney Kossick, Dave Stonebraker-
Martinez, Emily Fisher, Kyrstin Allen, Mackenzie Clark, Megan Cross, PJ Homik, Rob Wheeler, Sophie 
Compton, Tom Bowerman-Jett, Tom Hale, Wendy Taylor 

 

 
 



Undoing The Stigma: Loving People Who Use Drugs Workshop August 29th 

The Ohio Council of Churches, of which the Christian Church in Ohio is a member, in collaboration 
with the state of Ohio, is offering an important workshop which will help address the current 
overdose crisis and the ongoing war on drugs in our world.  "Undoing The Stigma: Loving People 
Who Use Drugs," will be held on Thursday, August 29 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on-site at the Methodist 
Theological School of Ohio in Delaware, Ohio.  See the graphic below for a QR code to register and 
for other details.  The Rev. Dr. Jack Sullivan, Jr. is Executive Director of the Ohio Council of 
Churches.  
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Disciples Fellowship Retreat 
Labor Day Weekend 

August 30 – September 1, 2024 
at Camp Christian 

 
Theme - Vacation Bible School For All Ages 

 
We will spend the morning learning about Babylon and the 
prophet Daniel in the format of a typical vacation bible 
school. We will learn about Daniel's time and life through 
visiting market shops, dramatic presentations and music. 
During the afternoon there will be adult specific bible study 
expanding on our understanding of Daniel and the 
significance of his life. Children will be engaged with 
additional music, crafts and games. As always there will be 
plenty of free time to enjoy all that Camp Christian has to 
offer; family style meals, worship, fellowship and a talent show. Disciples Fellowship Retreat has 
something for everyone—married, single, families and groups. 
 
More information including registration and scholarship forms can be downloaded at 
https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/disciples-fellowship.aspx 

 
Questions? Contact maryot1@yahoo.com or ohiodfr@gmail.com 
 

 
 

Rev. Harris To Participate In Welcoming 
Week Interfaith Session on Monday, 
September 16th At 12 Noon 

 
You are invited to join ecumenical and interfaith 
leaders, including our very own Regional Pastor, 
Rev. Allen V. Harris, for a very special 
conversation with members of different faiths 
across various communities.  Celebrate 
Welcoming Week 2024 by connecting with 
different faiths and backgrounds and explore 

the common values that unite us. 
 
Dive into meaningful discussions with representatives from various faiths as we celebrate our shared 
values and commitment to our communities.  Join us for an inspiring virtual event that brings people 
together from all walks of life. 
 
This event is co-sponsored by Global Cleveland and the United Church of Christ. 
 
Date: September 16th, 2024; Time: 12 PM - 1 PM; Register for FREE: bit.ly/wwinterfaith24 

 
Follow the hashtags: #GlobalCleveland #WelcomingWeek2024 
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Transformed Pool Area 

 
When Wendy Taylor returned to Camp Christian, this time 
as our Interim Hospitality Manager, in addition to her other 
duties, she had a special project in mind to rectify an issue 
that had bothered her every time she drove by the 
campsite over the past several years. The old pool area, 
surrounded by a chain link fence encircling the empty lot 
where the deep and shallow pools used to be, served as a 
painful reminder of what once was and was also a bit of an 
eyesore at the entrance to our wonderful Camp. Knowing 
that we have a major fundraising campaign set to begin 
this fall designed in part to bring us a new pool, Wendy believed something could easily be done to 
transform a negative heart-wrenching sight into something that was positive and hopeful. 
 
With major help from our Summer Camp Staff, former staffers, and friends of Camp, the old shallow 
pool area has been transformed into an amazing new working garden and meditation spot! They 
prepared soil and planted flowers and herbs for the garden in the front half of the area and set up a 
small meditation area facing Maple Dell Road with two camp chairs, some flowers, and a Disciples 
chalice woven into the chain link with plastic ivy. The old fence will be repositioned to surround just 
the garden, which will clean up the lot, open up space, and keep the plants safe from hungry critters. 

As you can see from these pictures, this derelict site 
that once only served as a reminder of things gone 
by, now sparks a sense of hope and creative 
possibility for the future of Camp Christian.  
 
One of the Summer Camp Staff members visited 
the meditation area each morning and declared, 
"This is one of my new happy places!” Stay tuned 
for other plans for this wonderful new venture! 
 
If YOU would like to donate your time to tend to the 
garden, or share plants from your own garden to 
plant in our next phase this fall, please contact 
Wendy at ohio.camp.christian@gmail.com 

 
(See the whole facebook photo album with lots of photos at 
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?vanity=OhioCampChristian&set=a.897207719113631) 
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Campaign Looking For Testimonials 

 
Dear Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Ohio, 
 
By now you might have heard about our region's major 
fundraising campaign, "If Not Now, When? – If Not You, 
Who?” The campaign promotes a bold vision of developing 
and building a new pool at Camp Christian, facility 
improvements at camp and the regional church office, a 
full time conference center director for three years, 
multiple part time program positions within regional 
ministries, and mission projects that will benefit the 
Cleveland Christian Home, Hiram Farm, and the Disciples 
Overseas Ministries. For this vision to be successful we 
need your help! Not only financially but in the sharing of 
your own narratives and testimonials. 
 
To make this campaign a true reflection of our collective 
spirit and a reflection of the Body of Christ of which we are all members, we are asking for your 
stories. Whether it is a cherished memory from camp, a moment of inspiration during a regional 
gathering, or a meaningful experience of the gathered Body of Christ, your testimonial can inspire 
and uplift others. Promoting this vision for the region requires your voice! 
 
How to Participate 

1. Video Testimonials: Record a short video (30 seconds to 2 minutes) sharing your favorite 
thing about camp, our region, or the Disciples of Christ. Feel free to be creative and genuine—
your personal touch makes all the difference! 

2. Written Testimonials: If you prefer writing, share a brief (100-200 words) reflection on 
what our community means to you and why supporting this campaign is important. 

Submission Details 

Please send your videos and written testimonials to pastorchrisstark@gmail.com by August 31. Be 
sure to include your name and congregation so we can celebrate our diverse and vibrant community 
together! 
 
We encourage you to share this invitation with fellow Disciples in your church and community. The 
more stories we gather, the more we can showcase the incredible impact of our shared faith and 
commitment. 
 
Together, we can make "If Not Now, When? – IF Not You, Who?” a resounding success. Your stories 
and support are vital as we work to ensure that the legacy of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) in Ohio continues to flourish. 
 
Thank you for your faithfulness and generosity. 
 
In Christ, 
Rev. Christopher Kenneth Stark 
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PLAN NOW TO ATTEND! 

Ohio Women's Ministries 

"Pop Up" Fall Retreat 

Saturday, September 7th 

at Saint Andrew Christian Church, Dublin, Ohio 

 

 

Registration Now Open For The Joint 
Disciples Regional Assembly & UCC Annual 
Gathering! 
 
The Joint Annual Gathering of the Heartland Conference 
United Church of Christ and Regional Assembly of the 
Christian Church in Ohio (Disciples of Christ) is set for 
Friday, September 27 and Saturday, September 28, at 
Northwest Christian Church, 1340 Fishinger Rd., Columbus, 
OH 43221. 
 
Our theme is "Being The Community Of Christ – 
Together!” and is based on Romans 1:11-12: "For I am 
longing to see you so that I may share with you some 
spiritual gift to strengthen you— or rather so that we may 
be mutually encouraged by each other's faith, both yours 

and mine.” 

 
Our two preachers for the event both represent Global Ministries, our common UCC/DOC ministry 
around the world.  On Friday afternoon we will hear from Dr. Nibedita Pramanik, Director of the 
Evangelical Mission Hospital Khariar, India.  On Saturday Afternoon our preacher will be the Rev. Dr. 
LaMarco Cable, President of Disciples Overseas Ministries and co-executive of Global Ministries 
(UCC/DOC). 
 
The Keynote Speaker for the joint event, the Rev. Elizabeth Hagan, is Senior Pastor of First Christian 
Church of Athens, Georgia and author of "Brave Church: Tackling Tough Topics Together.” Rev. 
Hagan will those of us gathered to explore ways to stay in community even when we have very 
different perspectives on faith and the social and political issues confronting us. 
 
There will be two "Musical Reflectors” for the event: Rev. Andra Moran and Rev. Christopher 
Grundy.  Rev. Moran is familiar to Disciples of Christ as she has been musician at many General 
Assemblies, plus several of her songs are in our "Chalice Praise.”  Both Andra and Christopher have 
recorded several albums. 
 
Both denominations will have separate meetings to conduct their respect business.  Several sessions 
will allow attendees to network and connect with others around like-minded ministries as well as 
interests. 
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More details, including a full schedule, will be available as we get closer to the event. 
 
Register NOW at by Clicking HERE 

 
PLEASE NOTE, the registration process for this combined event is being done by the Heartland 
Conference United Church of Christ. If you have not already registered online for an event through 
the Heartland Conference, please see the PDF on setting up an account HERE. 
 

 
 

Pastor Denise Cunningham-Doggett 
Concludes 30 years of Work for New Life 
Community/Family Promise of Greater 
Cleveland 

 
Cheers to the Rev. Denise Cunningham-Doggett for 
over 30 years of working for New Life 
Community/Family Promise of Greater 
Cleveland.  Rev. Cunningham-Doggett was the 
guest of honor of a Retirement Dinner at Coopers 
Hawk Restaurant back in January (pictured).  Many 
family members and friends come to be an 
encouragement to her.  
 
Rev. Cunningham-Doggett writes, "It felt like a family reunion to see former staff from near and far 
there to celebrate my journey going to my Doctoral Program at United Theological Seminary.  My day 
began with inspirational emails and shout outs to celebrate me for years of service to meet the needs 
of homeless people.  So grateful for all of the love and kindness that was shown to me.  Some that 
could come not sent cards, flowers, and expressions of love to me.” 

 
Then they called her back to Family Promise to host the Mother's Day Luncheon and it was a set up 
to honor her again.  I often say there is no lime light in doing the work of Matthew 25, taking care of 
the least of these.  
 
She continues to work full-time at Norma Herr Women Center.  It was a difficult decision for Rev. 
Cunningham-Doggett to make, but she had been working at Family Promise, pastoring a church and 
now working at Norma Herr Women Center.  She reflects, "I did not really retire, God just released 
me to the Greater Work at another shelter.  I also don't believe God wanting me working 2 jobs. and 
trust me, my decision was real clear when I started my Doctoral studies this past Fall 2023.” 

 
Please join us in celebrating Rev. Denise Cunningham-Doggett's conclusion of one ministry and her 
ongoing ministry and academic work on her D.Min.  May her life encourage other clergy to share 
their spiritual gifts also outside the view of the local church. 
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Seminarian Studying Sanskrit In India This Summer 

 
Kevin Poe is studying Sanskrit in Pune, India, this summer. In August, he will travel in northern India 
to conduct interviews at various Buddhist/Hindu religious pilgrimage sites such as Bodh Gaya, 
Varanasi, and Sarnath. A research grant from COSAS is supporting his studies. He is attending the 
University of Chicago Divinity School and is part of the Disciples Divinity House community there. 
 

 
 

Harmony Springs Christian Church Guns to 
Gardens Event 

 
Greetings from Harmony Springs Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) and Harmony Grows Garden! 
 
Recent events in Akron and Canton have made us 
acutely aware of the growing gun violence 
epidemic. The spirit has stirred us to move beyond 
thoughts and prayers towards a real effort to reduce gun violence in our communities. We've decided 
to organize a Guns to Gardens Safe Surrender Event on September 14, 2024 from 11am – 1 pm. 
 
This apolitical event allows the community to surrender unwanted guns safely, voluntarily, and 
anonymously. The guns are chopped into parts onsite and made into garden tools symbolizing the 
words of the prophet Isaiah, '"They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into 
pruning hooks.”[1] 
 
We write today asking for your support. 
 
Would you consider a mission fund donation to Harmony Grows designated for Guns to Gardens? 

 
Harmony Grows is a 501(c)3 non-profit intertwined with the work of the church. Your donation will 
help provide gift cards to local grocery stores and gas stations which will be distributed to 
participants as thanks for surrendering unwanted firearms. Your donation will also support the 
blacksmiths and artisans who create garden tools out of surrendered firearms. 
 
If it would be helpful, we'd be honored to share the event vision and details with your church, 
women's or men's group, class or special program. Would you also be willing to share this event with 
your congregation? If so, we've included a flyer for the event, bulletin insert and pamphlet. 
 
We welcome your presence at the event and would be happy to discuss and/or answer questions. To 
get the conversation started we'd love to hear from you at g2g@harmonygrows.org. Your support of 
this Guns to Gardens event provides a positive, life affirming way to take action to reduce gun 
violence in our communities. 
 
To find out more visit us online at harmonygrows.org/gunstogardens 
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DMF Day - September 12th 

 
Disciples Mission Fund makes it possible for us to do more together than we can alone. Because of 
DMF, lives are transformed and ministry happens across the church and around the world. 
 
Congregations are stronger when they participate in Disciples Mission Fund because they are part of 
something much larger than themselves – DMF makes it possible for Disciples to do ministry in places 
far beyond their own community. 
 
Plus, congregations benefit from DMF in tangible ways as well: support from their regional minister 
through the search and call process, sending kids to church camp, ministry interns from Disciples 
seminaries, global mission partners, and so much more. 
 
How has your congregation been impacted by Disciples Mission Fund? 

 
On September 12, 2024, DMF will host live events, share stories and resources, and have a 
worshipful time of prayer in gratitude for the difference that the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
is making. We will celebrate the work we do together as church because of Disciples Mission Fund. 
Stay tuned for the full schedule. 
 
Please make a gift on DMF Day in celebration of all we are able to do together. 
 
More information at https://disciplesmissionfund.org/dmfday/ 

 

 
 

Rev. Dr. Christal Williams To Be Installed 
As Regional Minister Of Indiana 

 
You are invited to a special event on behalf of 
the Indiana Region of the Christian Church, 
Disciples of Christ: the installation and 
celebration of their newly appointed Regional 
Minister, Rev. Dr. Christal Williams.   
 
The service of installation will be Sunday 
afternoon, November 3, at 3 p.m. at Light Of 
The World Christian Church in Indianapolis.   
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Historical Society Offers Reflections On The History of Disciples And The Executive 
Branch 

 
The Rev. Dr. Joel Brown, President of The Disciples of Christ Historical Society has written an 
excellent article about the history of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and the Executive 
Branch of the United States.  You are invited to read it and share it with others.    
 
The article can be found here: https://discipleshistory.org/a-brief-history-of-disciples-and-the-
executive-branch/ 

 
 

Leadership Academy Registration Open 

 
Join New Church Ministry this fall for Leadership 
Academy in Gainesville, FL.  
 
There you'll find fellowship with peers at the same stage of 
the church launch process, hear from keynote speaker Rev. 
Yvonne Gilmore, and learn about capital campaigns, clergy 
finances, and marketing and branding in hands-on 
workshops.  
 
Use code EARLYBIRD until August 31st when signing up for 
15% off the registration fee! Sign up 
 

 
 

 
Unpacking the Core Competencies of DisciplesNEXT: Prophetic Advocacy 

 
What does Prophetic Advocacy look like in our daily lives? 

 
Join Rev. Cherisna Jean-Marie, Dean of the Disciples Divinity House at Vanderbilt University, and host 
Rev. Dr. Jose Martinez, Minister of New Church Strategies, for a New Church Ministry webinar 
on August 21 at 3:00 PM EST that explores this core competency of DisciplesNEXT, its connections 
to spiritual formation, and what it has to do with New Church!  
 
Register by clicking HERE 
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Center for Indigenous Ministries (DOC) Offers Winter Talk October 
18-20 in Nova Scotia, Canada 

 
What is Winter Talk? 

Winter Talk honors the season of winter.  The harvest is long past and spring 
soon to come. Winter is our time to think, tell stories, and eat.  At Winter 
Talk we come together as community to talk, eat, create new relationships, 
and then talk some more, eat some more, and learn to know our new 
relations all the more.  Join the people of our landscape, renew old 
relationships and create new ones! 
 
Winter Talk is a three day in-person and virtual conversation on the 
Christian Doctrine of Discovery (DOD) and its influence on Christian theology 
and polity.  Hosted by Center for Indigenous Ministries (DOC), Winter Talk is 
dedicated to furthering the conversation on the Christian Doctrine of 

Discovery and its dismantling. 
 
Winter Talk is an important time for Canadians and US siblings to gather and eat, learn, and talk 
about the Doctrine of Discovery's impact on North American peoples. All people are welcomed to 
Winter Talk; a place and space of accountability to  American Indignity  where the Indigenous voice 
is principle in an exploration of the past, an understanding of the present, and a visioning of the 
future. 
 
Keynote Speaker: 
Terry LeBlanc, Ph.D., D.D., D.D., Director Emeritus, Elder in Residence 

 
Terry is Mi'kmaq / Acadian. He and his wife Bev have three adult children – twin daughters and one 
son. In addition to being the Executive Director of Indigenous Pathways, Terry is also Director of 
NAIITS: An Indigenous Learning Community (NAIITS). Terry has been active in full-time vocational 
ministry with the Native North American community since 1978. He has been the recipient of three 
fellowships and the Student of Highest Distinction award. He completed his PhD at Asbury 
Theological Seminary and was awarded the DD honoris causa by Acadia University in 2015 and by 
Knox College in 2019. 
 
For all of the details and registration, go to https://centerforindigenousministries.org/winter-talk-
2020/ 
 

 
 

Help Promote Our DOC/UCC Youth 
Leadership Symposium 

From Rev. Lee Yates 
HELM Director of Scholarship and Programs 

 
Youth Leadership Symposium began two years 
ago to equip high school youth to lead in their local 
congregations. The program runs January to June 
with three full-day Saturday meetings and youth 
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working independently in between. The last gathering is "Show and Tell" day where they present a 
project they have imagined, planned, and are leading in their local church. AND... it's FREE!   One 
youth from every congregation (DOC and UCC) can attend for free each year.  Each church can also 
register one adult for free, but that is not required in order for a youth to attend.  
 
A program for everyone! 
Because youth can zoom in for the Saturday events and work independently, they don't need a 
"youth group" or a "youth minister."  They don't need a scholarship to attend.  They just need an 
internet accessible device.  
 
Our hope is that some areas with lots of churches will help their youth connect and attend as a 
"Pod." While those zooming along go to break-out rooms for small groups, Pods become small 
groups in real-space. This adds another layer of connection and support to the YLS program.  
 
Here is what I'm asking for: 
1. Help us promote to local congregations through your Regional and Camp networks.  
2. Find a location that is willing to host a "Pod" that is easy for people to get to and has good internet 
access. 
3. Recruit a host that will make sure the space is ready, help order food or set our snacks, etc.  
 

If all you can do is #1, I'm thankful and thrilled to have you as a partners. 
 
If you have places in your Region or Conference where there are lots of churches and you think a 
Pod might work well, I'd love to visit with you about #s 2 and 3.  
 
I'm happy to work with volunteers to go over what we've learned in our first couple years of doing 
this, and connect them with past pod-hosts.  
 
There is a reason this program has grown from a wild idea in 2022 to a funded and staffed 
project today. It is working! Youth are feeling empowered and equipped. Churches are supporting 
their work. Both are finding transformation on the journey!   
 
If you have questions, I'm always happy to talk about YLS, leader development, faith formation, and 
how our churches can grow.  
 
Peace, 
Lee 

www.youthleadershipsymposium.org 

  
- 
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