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Around The Region & In My Heart 

Rev. Allen V. Harris, Regional Pastor & President 
 
Making Time For Spiritual Growth And Personal Transformation 
 
I remember my very first night of church camp like it was yesterday.  I 
had certainly been away from home for overnight stays before, but Chi 
Rho (Middle School) Camp was the first time I was away from my family 
for more than a few days, and certainly the first time focusing on faith, 
spiritual growth, and fun with other Christian youth and adults for a full 
week.  
 
As I sat at vespers that evening, I happened to turn my gaze away from 
the crackling fire and glanced towards the sunset – and gasped.  Not 
only did I witness a vivid orange-purple sunset so familiar in the desert 
plains of New Mexico, but there was a horse from the neighboring 
ranch standing silhouette on the hillside with the sun behind it.  I took it as a sign that God intended for me to 
be there.  Any anxiety about all the newness of the situation faded instantly. 
 
There are so many biblical texts that talk about going to a place apart from the normal routine in order to clear 
one's senses and, perhaps, experience the Divine in new and powerful ways.  Mark 6:31 reads, "Jesus said to 
them, 'Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.'  For many were coming and going, 
and they had no leisure even to eat.”  Check out also Psalm 119:114, Mark 1:35, Genesis 32:24-30, Matthew 
14:23, and John 6:15 for some other examples. 
 
The Christian Church in Ohio (Disciples of Christ) and the Heartland Conference United Church of Christ 
provide an incredibly diverse range of retreats, camps, and conferences for persons of all ages that invite us to 
"come away…” and reflect on our faith, on scripture, on what is happening in our soul and the world around 
us, and perhaps even to meet Jesus in a new way.  Camp Christian near Marysville and Templed Hills near 
Bellville offer two of the finest and most beautiful settings that are entirely focused on helping children, youth, 
young adults, and adults find "a place of quiet rest” to grow in our faith and even possibly be transformed. 
 
Please take time to look over the list of offerings both of our programs have and find one that is right for you, 
your family members, and even the neighbors or your work colleague's kids.  We have two newer camps at 
Camp Christian that we are particularly excited about: "Created To Be Me” for youth completing the 8th grade 
which helps bring a deep faith focus to youth's emerging understanding of their bodies and of sexuality.  We 
also have "Camp Encore” a vocal and drama camp for youth completing the 8th through 12th grades.  These are 
on top of the extensive offerings of age-based and interest-based camps and conferences.  All topped off by 
our multi-age retreat Labor Day Weekend for the Disciples Fellowship Retreat! 
 
And whether or not you are able to attend one of our "get away” spiritual growth opportunities this summer, 
we do hope that you will take the time to print off the attached poster and put it up at your place of 
employment, local coffee shop or laundromat, or simply hand it to a friend!  Likewise, take a second to "like” 
and "share” any one of the multitude of social media posts about camp on Facebook, Threads, 
or Instagram.  You would be amazed at how a simple shared post can capture the attention of one of your 
followers. 
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I hope to see you or your child, neighbor, friend, or family member at one of our camps, conferences, and 
retreats this summer.  And together let's look for signs of God's presence in new ways together! 
 
Faithfully Yours, 
Allen 
 

 
 

Introducing Our Regional Church Moderator: Pastor 
Brenda Sanford 
 
Hello! 
My name is Brenda Sanford and I am the current 
Moderator of the Regional Church in Ohio. I was elected 
to the Regional Church Council in November of 2022 and 
served as Vice Moderator until November of 2023 when 
I was elected to the Moderator position. 
 
I am a life-long Disciple from First Christian Church in 
Bellefontaine, Ohio where I served as Deaconess, Elder, 
Youth Advocate, Sunday School teacher, choir member, 
Worship Team chair, and Outreach Chair. In 2015 I was 
Commissioned as Associate Minister of Congregational 
Care and Counseling. 
 
I have a Master's Degree in Clinical Social Work from the 

Ohio State University and have been employed as a Social Worker for 44 years in Bellefontaine. In 2002 our 
congregation began a non-profit outpatient mental health center, Light the Way Christian Counseling Center, 
and I have been the Director and lead therapist. 
 
My husband, Jim, and I have two grown daughters who are both married with two children each. 
 
I am excited to be able to serve the Christian Church in Ohio in this role! I believe very much in the Disciples' 
vision of being a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world! I also understand the importance of the 
Regional Church. We can do far more together than we can as individual congregations. And finally, I have a 
great deal of respect for our Regional Minister and President, the Rev. Allen Harris. His heart for the church 
and his vision for our region are both exemplary. I hope to meet many of you at our Regional Assembly that 
we are planning jointly with the Heartland Conference of the United Church of Christ on September 27 & 28. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Celebrating the Ministries Of Tom Bowerman-Jett and Rev. Bruce Bowerman-Jett 
 
Two faithful servants of God, Tom Bowerman-Jett and Rev. 
Bruce Bowerman-Jett, have served the Christian Church in 
Ohio and our beloved Camp Christian very well in recent 
years.  Officially, Tom has been our Campsite Manager for 
over three years and Bruce has been our Food Service 
Director for two years, but both have been a cherished part 
of our ministries for much longer than that.  We give thanks 
for their incredible skills offered, their fun-loving spirit, their 
devotion to God, and to the power of transformation that can 
happen at church camp, and for their commitment to the 
Christian Church in Ohio for all these years. 
 
But, as happens in life, they will be moving on to a new 
chapter of their lives, this time beyond Ohio.  Bruce has been 
called to be the new Pastor of First Christian Church of West 
Palm Beach, Florida and he and Tom will be moving there to 
begin this new ministry.  Their last day on staff will be Sunday, 
June 23 and they will move to Florida in the weeks following 
that. 
 
We would like to invite those across the life of the Region to 
be able to say "farewell, dear friends,” and "thank you so much for your ministry with us.”  You can email 
them your best wishes at their current email addresses through the end of the month.  If you would like to 
send a card or letter, you can mail them to the Regional Church Office before June 23 to: 10335 Maple Dell 
Rd., Marysville, Ohio 43040.  We also invite you to contribute financially to a "love gift” that will be given to 
them before they leave.  You can give your gift online at: https://ccinoh.com/staff-donation.aspx  Please make 
your donation before June 23 so that we can present them with their gift before they leave Ohio. (Note: 
Contributions that are earmarked for a particular individual and not intended for general Regional/Camp use 
are not tax-deductible as charitable gifts.) 
 
Please join us in giving thanks for the great work of Tom Bowerman-Jett and Rev. Bruce Bowerman-Jett to 
Camp Christian and to the larger church.  They will be greatly missed! 
 

 
 
Christian Church In Ohio Calls Two Interim Managers For Camp Christian Summer 2024 Program 
 
With the resignation of both our Campsite Manager and our Food Services Director only a short time before 
the 2024 Summer Church Camp Season was to begin, the Regional Minister, Personnel Committee, and the 
Executive Committee decided to move quickly to ensure an uninterrupted and stable camp, conference, and 
retreat program this summer.  They chose to contact and explore possibilities with persons who were well-
known and well-trusted individuals who had the experience, employment capacity, availability, and 
geographic proximity to immediately step in to cover for the remainder of the season after Tom and Bruce 
left.  Two part-time interim positions were created – an Interim Hospitality Manager and an Interim Facilities 
Manager – to cover the major administrative duties, and two existing staff members would be promoted to 
"Lead” staffers to work with them.  The Interim positions will overlap with the current staff for a week, and 

http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2425&m=2556&nl=5&s=bad97c655476f96a390a72c05a742011&lid=13695&l=-https--ccinoh.com/staff-donation.aspx
http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2425&m=2556&nl=5&s=bad97c655476f96a390a72c05a742011&lid=13695&l=-https--ccinoh.com/staff-donation.aspx


will continue through the end of the season after Labor Day.  During this time the Regional Church Leadership 
will try to imagine the future shape of our Camp Christian staffing, in tandem with the "If Not Now, When?” 
financial campaign. 
 
Pastor Wendy Taylor has been called to be the Interim Hospitality Manager and Dave Stonebraker-Martinez 
has been called to be the Interim Facilities Manager.  Also, Kyrstin Allen will be the Hospitality Lead and P.J. 
Homik will be the Facilities Lead.  We would like to introduce Wendy and Dave to you now: 

 
Wendy Taylor – Interim Hospitality Manager 
 
My name Is Wendy Taylor and I live just outside of Magnetic Springs, Ohio. 
We can hear the Camp bell ring from our porch!  My husband, Seth and I have 
two incredible kids, Lilly & Luke.  We also have two Golden Retrievers, Ned 
and George and a cat named Karen. 
 
My favorite thing to do is be home with this crew playing board games.  You 
can also often find me digging in the dirt or building something.  I am a 
maker.  I just love making things. 
 
This is not my first time working at Camp.  I was there a few years back, 
mostly in the kitchen, because I really enjoy making things...including 
delicious food! 
 
When Covid interrupted our camping season, I went to work for Scioto 
Country Club where I am currently the Children's Program and Family Center 
Director.  I get to create a lot of new programming for them, including, my 

favorite, Farm to Table cooking classes for the kids.  I am looking forward to being back at Camp, where my 
heart is and always has been.  I have had a love for Camp since I was 12, when I first went to Chi Rho.  Since 
that summer, I have served Camp in many roles, enjoying each one.  Seth and I met there way back when, and 
our very best friends still today are those we met at Camp. 
 
I believe in the power and beauty of God in all creation.  I feel closest to God when I am outdoors and 
breathing in the miracles of the trees. And don't even get me started about butterflies and their 
magnificence... I am honored to be part of this team at Camp Christian and pray we can share the sacred and 
holy ground we all love so much with as many people as possible! 
 
Dave Stonebraker-Martinez – Interim Facilities Manager 
 
My name is Dave Stonebraker-Martinez and I live in Columbus, Ohio 
with my wife, Keely Veatch, and our six-year-old black Labrador 
Retriever, Jellybean. 
 
Originally from the Youngstown area, I've spent most of my life in 
Northeast Ohio, having studied at Hiram College and then living in 
Cleveland until 2022. Since then, we've made a home in Central Ohio 
and love having family and camp friends, whom we consider as 
family, nearby. 
 
I was a member of Central Christian Church in Youngstown as a 



young child until its doors closed in the late 90s. It wasn't until my family became members at First Christian 
Church in Niles that I learned about Camp Christian. From the first moment I walked camp's hallowed grounds, 
I was in awe! It immediately became evident to me that the Holy Spirit was at work, and that camp held 
significant meaning in the hearts and minds of everyone who has spent time here. As a camper at Hocking Chi 
Rho camp and Phyo CYF conference, I quickly built a strong desire to care for camp in any and every way 
possible. 
 
I had the privilege of serving on camp staff for three summers throughout college—which is how I met my 
wife, Keely; then years later, I asked her to marry me at camp! We have also served as Advance Conference 
officers and counselors for CYF and Chi Rho camps through the years. I am looking forward to supporting camp 
through what is sure to be another wonderful summer! 
 

 
 
Top Ten Reasons To Send Your Middle Schoolers To Chi Rho Camp This Summer! 
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Joint Disciples Regional Assembly & UCC Annual Gathering 
Taking Shape! 
 
The Joint Annual Gathering of the Heartland Conference UCC 
and Regional Assembly of the Christian Church in Ohio (Disciples 
of Christ) is set for Friday, September 27 and Saturday, 
September 28, 2024.  The event will be in two 
locations:  Friday's events will be held at Northwest Christian 
Church, 1340 Fishinger Rd., Columbus, OH 43221 and all day 
Saturday we will meet at First Community Church North, 3777 
Dublin Rd. Columbus OH 43221.  
 
Our theme is "Being The Community Of Christ – Together!” and 
is based on Romans 1:11-12: "For I am longing to see you so that 
I may share with you some spiritual gift to strengthen you— or 
rather so that we may be mutually encouraged by each other's 
faith, both yours and mine.” 
 
Our two preachers for the event both represent Global Ministries, our common UCC/DOC ministry around the 
world.  On Friday afternoon we will hear from Dr. Nibedita Pramanik, Director of the Evangelical Mission 
Hospital Khariar, India.  On Saturday Afternoon our preacher will be the Rev. Dr. LaMarco Cable, President of 
Disciples Overseas Ministries and co-executive of Global Ministries (UCC/DOC).  
 
The Keynote Speaker for the joint event, the Rev. Elizabeth Hagan, is Senior Pastor of First Christian Church of 
Athens, Georgia and author of "Brave Church: Tackling Tough Topics Together.”  Rev. Hagan will those of us 
gathered to explore ways to stay in community even when we have very different perspectives on faith and 
the social and political issues confronting us. 
(Dr. Nibedita Pramanik, Rev. Dr. LaMarco Cable, and Rev. Elizabeth Hagan pictured left to right below.) 

 
There will be two "Musical Reflectors” for the event: Rev. Andra Moran and Rev. Christopher Grundy.  Rev. 
Moran is familiar to Disciples of Christ as she has been musician at many General Assemblies, plus several of 
her songs are in our "Chalice Praise.”  Both Andra and Christopher have recorded several albums. 
 
Both denominations will have separate meetings to conduct their respect business.  Several sessions will allow 
attendees to network and connect with others around like-minded ministries as well as interests. 



 
Please save the date for both Friday, September 27 beginning in the mid-afternoon and all day Saturday, 
September 28 for this very important gathering.  Registration will be open soon. 
 

 
 
There's still time to register for Adult Conference! 
June 17-21 at Northwest Christian Church 
 
We're almost ready for Adult Conference that runs from 
June 17-21.   But we've discovered we may be missing 
something - YOU! 
 
This conference is a continued partnership between the 
DOC (Disciples of Christ) in Ohio, and the UCC (United 
Church of Christ) Heartland Conference.  We're excited 
to be working together! 
 
If you've not registered for our conference, there's still 
time!  We have offering for 3 day classes, or several daily 
classes if you can't attend for the week - there's 
something for everyone!  
 
Here's a partial listing of our wonderful speakers and 
activities that we will host: 

 Our Vespers speaker each evening Monday - 
Thursday is the Rev. Sheila Spencer, from the 
DOC.  She is an author and well known speaker on 
self-care, and incorporating a holistic approach to align our spirit, body, and soul!   

 Joining Rev. Spencer will be several choirs from the greater Columbus area, a different one each evening, 
including one created by our own conference attendees! 

 We'll have a Bible Lecture series on provided by the Rev. Carl Robinson from the Southern Ohio Northern 
Kentucky Association of the Heartland Conference.  He will be helping us to renew, revitalize, and rethink, 
keeping a scriptural context in mind.   

 We have afternoon forums on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.  These are one hour updates from leaders in 
addition to other classes.  Our speakers are: 

o Rev. Allen Harris and Rev. David Long-Higgins 
o Rev. Dr. Cheryl Lindsay  
o Rev Dr. Jack Sullivan, Jr. speaking about updates with the Ohio Council of Churches 

 
We have a whole slate of classes available for your review through the link below, whether you can come for a 
day or for the week.  To learn more info about Adult Conference, follow the link below.   There's still time to 
register!  
 
We hope to see you at what promises to be a week of fellowship, renewal, getting revitalized, and REJOICING! 
 
For more information, a list of all of the speakers, registration, and the Adult Conference Booklet, go to 
- https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/adult-conference.aspx 
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Central Christian Church Newark Hires Summer Intern 
 
The leaders of Newark Central Christian Church were approached at the 
very end of March by a Student at MVNU for a College Student 
Internship to learn more about Pastoral Ministry.  Conversations 
ensued with the Ministers and other Staff, Elders, Financial Stewardship 
Team, Christian Education, Trustees, and lastly the full Board.  It was 
voted on during the April 21st Special Board Meeting to proceed with 
hiring Hailey Corey for the internship for 20 hours a week, including 
Sunday mornings. 
 
Please see the below to learn a little more about our intern. She will 
began on May 20th and will be with Central Christian through the end 
of July/beginning of August. Revs. Chad and Kara will be her direct 
supervisors. This is not a Seminary Intern already engaged in the 
process of Ministry and working towards ordination but a College 
Student Intern exploring the possibility of ministry and not yet under 
the Commission of Ministry for the DOC or the Association for the UCC. 

 
Hailey will be introduced to many of the various areas that Revs. Chad Penhorwood and Kara Swartz engage 
in, from bulletin and worship preparation, to writing prayers, Bible Study, working at VBS, pastoral visits, and 
more. The first several weeks will be spent assessing her skills and interests and then you may see her doing 
more as the summer goes on.  We hope that you will also hold her in prayer as she explores the career of 
vocational ministry. 
 
Introducing Hailey Corey 
Hi my name is Hailey and I am a student intern from Mount Vernon Nazarene University.  I am a double major 
in general ministry and psychology.  I love being able to help people whether that is in a costume for charity 
events or helping teach about mental health and the resources out there.  I have grown up in the church since 
I was a baby.  My first pastor was my Nana who fostered the call God had for me to go into ministry, 
specifically chaplaincy.  Over this summer I hope to learn more about each form of ministry and help in any 
way I can.  While I do have some health issues that have left me in a wheelchair I have found ways to advocate 
for people with disabilities my entire life and I hope I can learn more about how to better serve those in this 
community who need it.  Thank you so much for this opportunity to learn and grow as a future minister! 
 

 
 



First Christian Church of Falls Church, Virginia Visits 
Disciples Christian Church In Cleveland Heights 
 
Eleven members of First Christian Church of Falls 
Church, Virginia traveled to Ohio the weekend of June 1 
& 2.  
 
They visited Disciples Christian Church in Cleveland 
Heights because they wanted to learn about a church 
that has created a hub in their community through their 
building renovations.  This is similar to what FCC Falls 
Church is seeking and planning to do.  The group visited 
the space, met with Pastor Jason Bricker-Thompson, and 
attend worship on Sunday.  Of course, they had some 
fun in between, including a visit to a Guardians game.   
 
You can learn about their trip on their Instagram page (https://www.instagram.com/fccoffallschurch/) and 
Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/fallschurchdisciples).  
 

 
 
Hampton Park Christian Church's Swaddler's Ministry In The News! 
 
Hampton Park Christian Church of Toledo was recently on the news!  
 
Check out the story about their Swaddlers ministry at https://www.wtol.com/video/news/local/512-
3111eb21-dce8-45ba-a65f-a343c10e14b6 
 

 
 
New Hope Christian Church Of Holland Seeks Vendors For July 13th Bazaar 
 
New Hope Christian Church is advertising for their Outside Bazaar on July 13th.  If there is a vendor in your 
congregation this might be a great opportunity for them to check out  New Hope Church - Vendor Application 
(newhopechurchholland.com) 
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Hiram Farm Invites You To "Sip & Support” Thursday, 
June 20th at Salvage Winery In Mantua 
 
Plan to join us for our Sip & Support: A fundraiser for 
Hiram Farm on Thursday, June 20th, 2024 from 5 p.m. to 
8 p.m. at Salvage Winery - Mantua 
 
Click here to get your 
tickets! https://www.hiramfarm.org/2024/05/sip-
support/  Limited tickets available. Reserve your spot 
early to ensure you don't miss out on this memorable 
event. 
 
About Hiram Farm: 
Hiram Farm stands as a beacon of inclusivity and 
purposeful engagement. As a day program tailored for 
individuals with autism and other developmental 
disabilities, it offers a sanctuary where meaningful work 

intertwines with fulfilling activities. Farmers cultivate not just crops, but also essential life skills and a sense of 
belonging. From tending to the gardens to caring for the animals, every task undertaken resonates with 
significance, fostering a deep sense of accomplishment and self-worth. Farmers are also offered the 
opportunity to explore their creative sides through the making of various crafts and ceramic pieces. 
 
Your attendance at this first time event will assist in providing funds to provide enhanced programming and 
supplies across all farm activities. 
 

 
 
Fifth Sunday Songfest Schedule Announced 
 
Good Afternoon Saints of God! Pray all is well with you, your families & congregants! 
 
We are excited that the 5th Sunday Songfest will be held at Fifth Christian Church, 3203 Wold Ave, Cincinnati, 
OH 45207 on June 30, 2024 at 4pm. It will be great to see faces and friends that we have not seen in a while. 
How exciting it will be when we all come together and worship and sing God's praises! 
 
If you are not able to attend, we suggest your church take up an offering and mail it to the address below. 
(Please make all checks out to Sarah Wilson Scholarship Fund). We have awarded one scholarship this year in 
the amount of $500.00 to  Pastor Ashray Kumar Matha – attending United Theological Seminary and is a 
member of Central Christian Church, Kettering, Ohio. 
 
Rev. Dr. Pamela Barnes-Jackson 
ATTN: Sarah Wilson Scholarship Fund 
69063 Rushleigh Road 
Englewood, Ohio 45322 
 
5th Sunday Songfest 2024 dates: (Flexible schedule depending on weather) 
6/30/2024                       Fifth Christian Church Cincinnati, Ohio 
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9/29/2024                       Summit Christian Church Dayton, Ohio 
12/29/2024                     Woodland Christian Church Columbus, Ohio 
 
We look forward to seeing you and thank you in advance! 
 
Faithfully In His Service, 
Rev's Willie & Pamela Barnes-Jackson 
 

 
 
Dr. Rufus Burrow Jr. Black Church Leadership Program Launching 
July 2024! 
 
Informed by and responsive to the Afrikan concept of "Ubuntu”, 
the Dr. Rufus Burrow Jr. Black Church Leadership Program is 
committed to providing learning experiences for faith-based 
leaders who are committed to the realization of humanity's 
ontological vocation. 
 
Our mission is to empower faith-based ethical leaders who are 
called by the One to serve as a transformative presence in urgent 
social situations, particularly those affecting marginalized 
communities. Grounded in the prophetic tradition and liberation 
theology, we achieve this by equipping, engaging, and advocating 
for inclusion and equity, recognizing the inherent value of all 
persons. 
 
We at Dr. Rufus Burrow Jr. Black Church Leadership Program value 
the ethical and equitable treatment of human-beings and the care and responsible stewardship of creation. 
Respect, inclusion, and acknowledgment of the unique attributes and historical experiences of all human 
beings drive our culture. We advocate for transparent policies, processes, and procedures that encourage rich, 
authentic and energized engagement of all. 
 
To find out more please scan the QR code or go online to: https://reconciliationandequity.com/ 
 

 
 
Dr. Jennifer Garvin Invites Participants For Research Survey Traveling on Time/Journeys to Equity 
 
Dear Potential Participant, 
Subject: Research Participation in a new program, Traveling on Time/Journeys to Equity 
 
Please accept this invitation to participate in a program entitled "Traveling on Time/ Journeys to Equity”. Our 
program juxtaposes medical humanism and systemic racism and White privilege. We hope this program will 
help all of us discover new aspects about ourselves and transform our thinking and actions. Should you want 
to participate after reading the information below, please open the attached Word document with consent 
information. There will be a link at the bottom of the consent information in the attached Word document 
consent script. Please click that link to access the Qualtrics survey to provide consent. 
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This program consists of delving into an African American opera: VANQUI, a tale of slavery, death and 
resurrection in pre-Civil War America resulting in the triumph of the human spirit. Please click on this link to 
learn more about the opera http://www.leslieburrs.com/vanqui.html. We will undertake a journey of personal 
reflections, readings, artistic renderings, and development of individual action plans that demonstrate how 
each of us can make systemic, transformational change. 
 
We are inviting students, residents, faculty, staff, and community members to participate. The program 
consists of attending six, 90-minute modules with discussion sessions between June 27th, 2024 and August 1st, 
2024 during which we will discuss materials posted on an Ohio State University online course platform 
(Carmen Canvas). Participants may be asked to review materials prior to the discussion session. The materials 
will consist of recorded music, recorded presentations, and written materials.  Participation in the program is 
voluntary and you may leave the program at any time. 
 
Please see the consent information attached to this email. Please scroll to the bottom of the attached Word 
document consent script to access the Qualtrics survey to enroll. Please feel free to contact me at 215-620-
3390 if you would like to ask me questions about the study. Thank you for considering participation in the 
program. 
 
The six meetings with discussion sessions are scheduled on the following Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 
6:30-8:00 pm: June 27, July 9, July 11, July 25, July 30, August 1 
 
Please feel free to contact me at 215-620-3390 if you would like to ask me questions about the study. Thank 
you for considering participation in the program. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jennifer H. Garvin, PhD, MBA, MA, M.Div., RHIA, CPHQ, CCS, ODS, FAHIMA, FAHA 
Division Director and Associate Professor, Health Information Management and Systems Division, School of 
Health and Rehabilitation Sciences, The Ohio State University 
 

 
 

Chaplain Peer Learning & Wellness Group Forming 
 
Are you a Chaplain serving in various forms of 
institutional l chaplaincy (hospital, hospice, military, 
corporate settings, etc.) or Disciples-affiliated 
ministry?  Apply for the Chaplains Peer Learning & 
Wellness Group led by the National Benevolent 
Association.  This Peer Learning & Wellness Group gives 
attention to secondary trauma, mental health and 
wellness, personal spiritual practices, and the formation 
of a healthy work/life balance. For more info or to apply, 
visit https://bit.ly/3QVrqra 
 
A 2-year hybrid Peer Learning & Wellness 
Group connecting individuals serving in various forms of 

chaplaincy across the life of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). This group will give attention 
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to secondary trauma, mental health and wellness, personal spiritual practices, and the formation of a healthy 
work/life balance. 
 
Eligibility/Focus: Chaplains serving in various forms of institutional chaplaincy (hospital, hospice, military, 
corporate settings, etc.) who are affiliated with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Participants must 
commit to monthly online meetings and three in-person gatherings over the 2-year journey. Online meetings 
are typically up to two hours.  
 
Apply Here.  Applications close June 15, 2024.  
 

 
 
Ohio Council Of Churches Supports The Festival Of 
Nonviolence And Peacemaking In Northeast Ohio 
 
The Festival of Nonviolence and Peacemaking will take 
place July 19-21, 2024 across Northeast Ohio. It will be a 
celebration of nonviolence and peace through music and 
festivities. It will also provide nonviolence and 
peacemaking trainings, amplify the work of nonviolence 
being done in our cities, and conclude with a beautiful 
ceremony where we turn guns into garden tools. 
 
We can flip the script on violence. But it takes all of us. 
 
This will be a  festival with a purpose!  Activities will include food, musical performances, training and 
inspiration, the celebration of peacemaking work happening across the region, and, of course, a call to action 
for ALL . 
 
Shane Claiborne will bring his RAWtools gun decommissioning ceremony to every city where guns will be 
forged into garden tools. 
 
Juard Barnes will work with local leaders to provide a Power Building Research Report that provides a status of 
each community in terms violence and peacemaking. 
 
The Schedule: 
Friday, July 19 | 4 pm - 8 pm | Artha Woods Park | Cleveland 
Saturday, July 20 | 10 am - 8 pm | Cascade Plaza | Akron 
Sunday, July 21 | 3 pm - 7 pm | Nimisilla Park | Canton 
 

 
 
Poor People's Campaign Gathers In Washington, DC June 29 
 
The Poor People's & Low Wage Workers' Assembly & Moral March on Washington and to the Polls will 
convene on June 29, 2024. The assembly will "call on candidates for public office" to "endorse a moral public 
policy agenda that includes policies that lift from the bottom.” 
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The Christian Church is an anchoring organization. If you plan to attend this year's Assembly and Moral March, 
please let the Office of General Minister and President know here.   They are also in the process of designing 
DoC t-shirts and will share the link when it becomes available. 
 
For more information on the march, please go online here: https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/mm2024/ 
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Disciples Church Extension Fund (DDEF) – New Ways 
into the World 
 
Northwest Christian Church 
Sunday, July 28th at 12:30pm 
 
How are you and Disciples Church Extension 
Fund helping Disciples find New Ways into the World, 
whether it's resourcing established places of worship, 
helping congregations recover from a natural disaster, 
or empowering a new iteration of our New Church 
movement? 
 
Brock McCracken, DCEF Building and Capital Services 
Advisor, will be at Northwest Christian Church to discuss 
this topic. 
 
Lunch will be provided. 

 
Sign up now at https://bit.ly/newwaysnorthwest.   
 

 
 
National Convocation Draws Closer, Multiple Opportunities For Participation Available! 
 
THANK YOU so very much to all who have expressed their support for the 28th Biennial Session of the National 
Convocation of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). We are excited to welcome and host all who will 
gather in Greensboro, NC, July 11-14, 2024, for an amazing time of worship, learning and FUN! Below are a 
few updates that we wanted to share with you and ask that you also share via your communications channels.  
 
PROMO VIDEO: Please share on your social networks...https://youtu.be/eE4QyJnpVrA?si=5mvQs5Y6hHZAi-sh  
 
FLYER: Attached to this email 
 
GENERAL MINISTRIES PANEL - Opportunity for you or a representative of your ministry to introduce your 
ministry to the National Convocation and respond to a Q&A.  Sign Up 
Here: https://xoyondo.com/su/2i9u00ejx9eggjw 
 
EXHIBITOR/VENDOR - The cost of this display reservation includes one table, two chairs, and table cloth at the 
rate of $350. Please complete the form at the link AND submit the display reservation cost online as a 
donation to the National Convocation with explanation in the memo   https://forms.gle/DiTb75Es2GHZZZZQ7 
 
HOST A MEAL/SPONSOR AN EVENT - The purpose of this form is to receive requests to host or sponsor 
events, activities, or meal functions at the Biennial Session of the National 
Convocation. https://forms.gle/GLaT4Qk7oG5fdzzEA 
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SUBMISSIONS TO PROGRAM BOOK -Please submit your contribution to the program booklet by uploading 
your file here:  https://forms.gle/CJdkadLDC1QrPwc77 
 
We hope this is helpful to all as we get closer to a blessed time together! 
 
www.nationalconvocation.org 
 

 
 
"Come, O Spirit, And Renew” Is Association Of Disciples 
Musicians 2024 Conference Theme 
 
The ADM 2024 Conference for Music and Worship will be in Tulsa 
at Harvard Ave. Christian Church on July 22 - 26. The Planning 
Team, with help from the other Council Members, has prepared a 
jam-packed conference with sessions and other activities to meet 
all the interests and needs of those looking for such a conference 
this coming summer. For online registration, click here, ADM 2024 
Conference Registration. 
 
You can also fill out the attached form and mail it in with a check, 
money order, or credit card information to Anne Marie Moyars, 
Disciples Home Missions, PO Box 1986, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 
 
Registration deadline is June 15! 
 

 
 

Foundation President To Serve As Interim President At Phillips 
Theological Seminary 
 
In November 2023, the Board of Directors of the Christian Church 
Foundation, Inc., ("Foundation”) appointed Rev. Matt Rosine as 
president-elect to serve as successor to Rev. Gary W. Kidwell. Since 
that time, Rosine and Kidwell have diligently worked together to 
ensure a smooth leadership transition no later than the end of 
2024. 
 
Following the April 2024 announcement that Dr. Nancy Claire 
Pittman would retire as president of Phillips Theological Seminary 
("Phillips”) on September 28, 2024, the Phillips' Board sought the 
expertise of Kidwell to assist in their leadership transition, through 
service as Phillip's interim president. 
 
"It is understandable that Phillips would seek out Gary to help 
during their leadership transition. I, and the Foundation, have been 
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fortunate to have a long transition time since my call as president-elect. While we might selfishly want Gary to 
stay at the Foundation longer, we know God is calling him to new ministry,” said Rosine. 
 
"Gary's willingness to postpone his retirement is a testament to his ongoing call to ministry and service of 
God's church, which has benefitted the Foundation and the entire denomination,” said Rev. David Yonker, 
chairperson of the Foundation's Board of Directors. 
 
While acknowledging his prior plan to be fully retired by the end of 2024, Kidwell noted, "I am as surprised as 
anyone to receive this call from Phillips, and I am humbled by the opportunity to serve as the interim 
president.” "I have always loved a quote from Fred Rogers (Mr. Rogers), 'Often when you think you are at the 
end of something, you're at the beginning of something else.' God has a way of calling us to 'something else,” 
said Kidwell. 
 

 
 
Disciples By The Numbers Blog Announced 
 
Dear Christian Church Disciples of Christ Leaders, 
 
In her State of the Church address, our General Minister 
and President, the Rev. Teresa Hord Owens, once again 
encouraged us to open our imagination to what the 
church might be and what God might be up to in our 
communities.  As is regularly the case, I sat in that room 
thinking about data. I realized once again that data is 
more than lifeless facts and figures. When explored in community, data can be fodder for imagination! What 
can be finds a root in what is. 
 
To that end, we are starting a blog on the Disciples web site, Disciples by the Numbers. You can navigate to 
the blog from the ALEX menu on disciples.org.  We have not done a public launch of Disciples by the Numbers 
yet, but I wanted to reach out to you and give you a first look.  You can find it 
here: https://disciples.org/category/disciples-by-the-numbers/ 
 
I hope you can take a few minutes to visit Disciples by the Numbers and read a couple of articles. I'd love to 
hear your feedback and your thoughts on questions to explore. More importantly, I'm curious to know how 
we might help this become a community conversation. 
 
Rev. Dean Phelps 
Ministry Information Consultant 
Office of the General Minister and President 
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Leadership Academy - Save the Date! 
October 22 – 25, 2024 
 
New Church Ministry is excited to announce that Leadership 
Academy will be held at Meizon Church in Gainesville, FL this 
year!  
 
Join us in person October 22-October 25 or later online to jump 
start your ministry, whether you're the leader of an established 
congregation or considering forming a faith community. 
 
Find fellowship with your peers, learn from leaders from across 
the life of the church, and more.  
 
Stay tuned for registration details coming this summer! 
 

 
 
Pastoral News, Transitions, and Celebrations 
 
Rev. Elizabeth "Beth” Pass begins on July 1, 2024, as Pastor at The Welcome Table in Arlington, TX. 
 

 
 
Rev. Shelby Baxter-Andrews last day as Associate Pastor of FCC Wadsworth will be June 9.  She and her family 
are moving to Georgia to be closer to extended family.  
 

 
 
Rev. Dr. Judy Alston will serve as Chaplain for Chautauqua Association of Disciples of Christ Week 1 (June 22–
29, 2024) this summer.  Rev. Dr. Judy A. Alston is a Professor and Chair of the Department of Educational 
Leadership at Miami University and Associate Pastor at Woodland Christian Church in Columbus.  
 
To find out more, go online to: https://www.chautauquadisciples.org/ 
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Rev. Dr. Sarah Taylor-Peck Receives Degree, And With Rev. 
Andrew Taylor-Peck Are Called to Serve Broadway Christian 
Church in Columbia, Missouri Starting July 1.  
 
The weekend of May 10-12 the Rev. Sarah Taylor-Peck (pictured 
right) walked at the Duke graduation to receive her D.Min.  Her 
thesis advisor, Bishop Will Willimon, hooded her as Rev. Dr. Sarah 
Taylor-Peck.    
 
Sarah has been the Senior Pastor of Community Christian Church of 
North Canton for the past ten years and Andrew has been the 
Senior Pastor of Trinity United Church of Christ for the past ten 
years.  They have moved, along with their children Felix and Zora, to 
their new home in Columbia, Missouri and will begin their ministry 
there July 1.  Sarah will serve as the new Senior Pastor and Andrew 
will serve as the new Associate Pastor. 
 

 
 
Rev. Mary Jo Bray Begins New Position At Sunshine Communities In Maumee 
 
Rev. Mary Jo Bray has accepted a position as the Spiritual Life Coordinator of Sunshine Communities, Inc. in 
Maumee, a residential and vocational facility for people with developmental disabilities.  This is a position she 
held previously, pre-Covid on a part time basis.  Mary Jo writes, "I am thrilled to be returning in a full time 
capacity.  One of my "hats” at Sunshine is collaboration with area churches and pastors.  I would LOVE to invite 
you out to tour the facility and maybe consider a partnership in some way. Sunshine also has a bell choir that 
could provide special music at your churches this summer.  Sunshine is celebrating its 75th anniversary this 
year with many fun events open to the public.  Thanks for the prayers during this transition. - Mary Jo” 
 

 
 

Rev. Kris Eggert and David Eggert Honored In Farewell 
Celebration May 12 
 
The Rev. Eggert and her husband, David, have moved to 
Indiana to be closer to family.  Her final Sunday in the 
Christian Church in Ohio was Sunday, May 12 and we 
celebrated her ministry and their important work 
together here in Ohio. 
 
Rev. Kristine Eggert, is a graduate of Indiana University 
in Indianapolis with a Bachelor's in Marketing and 
Business as well as Christian Theological Seminary in 
Indianapolis with a Masters of Divinity.  She was 

ordained in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) on May 19th, 2000 and so next Sunday will be  the 24th 
Anniversary of her ordination to ministry!  
 
She served as the Associate for Membership and Evangelism at Geist Christian Church and then as Senior 



Pastor at Northwood Christian Church in Indianapolis from 2001-2007. In 2007, she was called to be the Senior 
Pastor here at Disciples Christian Church in Cleveland Heights in 2007, where she served until her retirement 
in 2015. 
 
In 2014, following the horrific shooting when a lone gunman entered Sandy Hook Elementary School just as 
classes started and killed 20 first-graders and 6 school staff members, Kris and her husband David co-founded 
and were the Co-Executive Directors of God Before Guns, a multi faith coalition of individuals and faith 
communities working to end gun violence. 
 
Kris wrote in her blog, referencing Habakkuk 3:17-18 and his lament, "why do you make me see this, God? "Did 
you ever ask a question out loud and as soon as the words have left your lips, you knew the answer?  Habakkuk 
knew why.  He didn't want to see the injustice.  He didn't want to know about the violence around him.  None 
of us want to see or to know.  But we have to see.  We have to know.  We need to see and to know so we can 
be angry.  Anger might seem counter-intuitive to a season of joy, but it is not.  In order for there to be joy in our 
world, it will take prophetic anger that brings injustice out of the shadows and makes it visible.  And so, 
Habakkuk can rejoice because he trusted that with God's help, we can do better.”  
 
In addition to working to end gun violence, since retirement, Rev. Eggert became especially active in the 
Greater Cleveland community working to address and effect change in a variety of social justice issues.   Their 
activism has led them to engage with various faith communities, participate in public rallies, collaborate with 
community organizations, and advocate at the Statehouse in Columbus, Ohio, as well as in the Halls of 
Congress. 
 
Rev. Eggert served two tenures as Regional Elder for District 2: from 2015 - 2016 and from 2021 – 2024, the 
second tenure at Rev. Harris' request, and she has proven to be the epitome of what he had hoped for in a 
Regional Elder.  
  
 


