Ohio Regional Newsletter ~ May 2024

Around The Region And In My Heart
Rev. Allen V. Harris
Regional Pastor & President

May 2024 — The Church Of Jesus Christ Is Alive And Well... But It Will
Be VERY Different Than We Expected!

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) of Roswell, New Mexico — my
home church as a child and a youth — stood as one of the prominent
churches in town. Not only did it occupy an exceptional space on
South Main Street across from one of the two hospitals in our city, it
had in its membership lawyers, bankers, high school teachers, and
even the owner of a major real estate firm in town. Our Senior Pastor
(yes, there were two pastors on staff) was a respected leader of the
community, serving on the Ministerial Alliance and a member of the
Rotary Club. Before worship each week every single Sunday School classroom had students in it, from the
nursery to the "Crusaders Class.” Youth group on Sunday night found the youth wing of the church
overflowing with middle school and high school students. The summer that we took a ten-day "Disciples
Heritage Tour” we had three large vans full of high school youth and adult sponsors, and both our Senior and
Associate Pastor went on the trip!

It would be easy to be nostalgic about this snapshot of my home congregation being the "good old days” for
they were exciting times, to be sure. The Mainline Protestant Church of the 1950's and 1960's was at the
height of institutional and societal power and prestige in the United States as was anyone who was a member
of it. Well, that is, if you "fit the bill.”

Continue reading Rev. Harris' complete article at https://www.ccinoh.com/ccio-blog/2024/may/3/around-the-
region-and-in-my-heart.aspx

2024 Regional Church Council Membership Drive
From Kevin Kaufman, Regional Church Council Membership Chair

Under the leadership of our Regional Minister, Rev. Allen Harris, the Regional Church Council, (RCC), has
stabilized the region's finances and is now taking steps to set a new vision for Ohio's role in God's grand
mission. This effort will require a strong RCC to complete and execute that vision while maintaining and
enhancing the work that's already been done to strengthen Camp Christian and the Regional Office. To that
end, the RCC's Membership Committee will be taking immediate steps to identify and recruit capable and
passionate leaders of all backgrounds and life experiences to join the Regional Council this Fall.

As the new chair of the RCC's Membership Committee, I'm asking everyone in our CCIO family to pray for the
Regional Council, the Membership Committee and for everyone who is hearing a calling to participate in this
important endeavor. I'm also asking, whether you're a pastor, lay-leader or congregant in any of our Ohio
churches, that if you're interested in serving on the Regional Council, or know someone who should be asked
to serve, please contact us or forward that person's name to me and Jennie Stoddart Bernard to get the ball
rolling right away.
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Friends, God is calling some wonderful people to this faithful service, but we need those people to raise their
hands or for you to point them out to us. | thank you ahead of time for your prayers and sincere referrals and
recommendations.

Yours in Christ, Jennie Stoddart Bernard

Kevin Kaufman Regional Church Administrator
Chair, RCC Membership Committee PH: 614-433-0343 ext 4

PH: 330-416-1232 EM: jstoddartbernard@ccinoh.org

EM: kkaufman99@outlook.com

Camp Christian Work Day
Camp Christian ~ Saturday, May 11th

Work Day
We will once again be hosting volunteers for a day of cleaning,

| Saturday repairing, and general preparation of Camp Christian in anticipation of
g Vay 11th, 2024 the summer Camp and Conference programs!

This work day is so crucial and appreciated by the staff. We all know
when that Spring arrives there can be an overwhelming amount of
tasks to keep up with, even at our own homes.

There are tasks suited for a wide range of ages and abilities. We hope
you will join us!

More details, including specific tasks, how to sign up, how to donate, and more can be found
at https://www.ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx?events=11521&action=details

Summer Camp & Conference Registration ‘

Q 2024
With early bird registrations still coming in the mail, we've already SUMME]R
received nearly 200 registrations for Summer Camp and we've got PROGRAMS

room for plenty more!t
CAMPS,

] CONFERENCES,
We can't wait to see those who have already registered. / ?« o f]
[\

Help us spread the word about the life-changing programs available at

Camp Christian and don't forget, Camp is not limited to members of

your church. All are welcome! There's still time to invite friends, family members, and/or children and youth
in your communities to attend.

Scholarships are available for all of our Camp programs. We never want money to be the reason someone
doesn't attend.

All of the details and forms are available at https://www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian/summer-programs/form-
downloads-and-links.aspx
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Advance Spring Retreat
May 17 - 19 at Camp Christian

o) Advance Conference - Adult Summer Camp [TE
: AR AR AT A AN
RO S IO e

\‘\;\/\\\'\.

May 17-19 : Friday afternooon to Sunday Morning
Camp Christian - Adult Summer Camp

10335 Maple Dell Rd, Marysville OH 43040

What's in your Toolbox?

Taking a personal inventory of what we have in our “toolboxes” that
we can use when presented with a challenge
. Building Interpersonal Skills

Join us for a refreshing lodge weekend away from the world with
other young adults ages 18-30. We will also be playing fun games
and hanging out at the beautiful campgrounds.

. All are welcome of all faiths and backgrounds

Scholarships and Financial Aid Available! Questions? 614-595-9922 or
officers@advanceministry.org

$30 off for first-timers or if you bring a new [riend!
Full Attendance Optional Instagram: @advanceminoh
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Disciples Fellowship Retreat

Memorial Day Weekend mﬂ

May 24-26, 2024

at Camp Christian Di‘CipIes

Theme - The Lord's Prayer: expanding FeIIOWShip
understanding/enhancing experience
Retreat

Our program will use a curriculum by Rev Adam
Hamilton. It takes a refreshing and informed look
at a prayer we know and pray often. Members of the steering committee found this curriculum to be life and
faith altering. We hope you will too. Join us to take a look at this well-loved and important prayer. Curriculum
will be provided for adults and children.

What a great way to get away from the hustle and bustle of your everyday life and enjoy the out-of-doors!
Spend a weekend with God and friends (both old and new) and go home feeling refreshed and relaxed. This is
a great opportunity for you to come and experience camp, whether you have grown up here or are a first-time
camper. It's also a great chance for younger children to see what camp is all about when they are able to
attend the summer camp programs. And, if you've ever been a counselor, now it's your turn to just "be a
camper”!lll Hope to see you soon!!

More information and the registration and scholarships can be downloaded at
https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/disciples-fellowship.aspx.

Please note, Disciples Fellowship Retreat does not offer an online registration option.

Questions? Contact maryotl@yahoo.com or ohiodfr@gmail.com

Adult Conference

ud -
ADULT W v
CONFERENCE "...be transformed by the renewing of your mind...”

JUNE 17—-21, 2024

NORTHWEST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, UPPER ARLINGTON, OHIO How often do you focus on that invitation? We are
e = called by _our God to be a.people of renewal a?nd .
ADULTS WITH = S SIS 28 resurrection. And sometimes we have to be intentional
e RE—NEVV seeking out opportunities for renewal.
CONFERENGE & RE—VITALIZE

THE CHRISTIAN REJO'CE!

CHURCH IN OHIO! So, mark your calendars for June 17-21, 2024, register

for Adult Conference, and come join us for a time to Re-
member, Re-new, Re-vitalize, and Rejoice! The slate of

speakers, teachers, and choirs is set!

Our Bible Lecturer, Rev. Carl Robinson, Association Minster for the Southern Ohio Northern Kentucky
Association of the Heartland Conference UCC will share his passion for working together toward being actors
in the process of shaping communities of justice and peace, because we cling to the promise of a just world for
all.
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Our Vespers Speaker, Rev. Sheila P. Spencer, is a published author, award-winning spoken word poet, and
spiritual director and is dedicated to educating, encouraging, and empowering individuals. As an intentional
connector and relationship builder, Rev. Spencer focuses on inclusivity and engagement.

Don't miss this engaging opportunity to be transformed!
We have a discounted room rate of $122 a night (excluding taxes) at the Hampton Inn & Suites

Columbus/University. Each room has 2 queen beds. When making your reservation, please follow this direct
link (or by phone reference) "Christian Church in Ohio 90G” to get the discounted rate.

See the attached flyer and the website for more information, a list of all of the speakers, and registration
- https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/adult-conference.aspx

Columbus Area Disciples Men's Fellowship Breakfast T TR v “4 ” g
i g,

By the grace of God we continue what we have begun. ‘ ‘ ) ‘

The Men's Fellowships of Northwest Christian Church, \\\\\\0 o f'_'?_\_\ !

Bethany Christian Church, and Woodland Christian ‘ s ' T —
Church have been meeting informally since the spring of =~ DISTRICT 9 MEN'S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST

2023 to share our experience, strength, and hope with SATURDAY, MAY 18TH

each other. We believe it is time to open this offer of WOODLAND CHRISTIAN CHURCH
fellowship to all the men of Disciples of Christ District 9. \ | [
We believe that the ongoing revelation of God's plan X ‘

and purpose through His Word calls us to be in gAY AR

community with one accord with like-minded men. The 1\ ‘d\:nm

like mind being that of Jesus Christ. Our Fellowships
believes that our diversity, flesh and blood contact with others following the same path, can only benefit our
individual walk.

We are offering a meet and greet Fellowship Breakfast to all men and pastors of District 9 of Disciples of
Christ on May 18, 2024 at 9:30 AM at Woodland Christian Church, 143 Woodland Ave., Columbus,

43203. We will have good food and fellowship, discussion of what direction to take in the future, and planning
for a retreat in the spring of 2025. Input and information would be welcome from all who attend. No offering
will be held. This breakfast is a gift from Woodland Men's Fellowship.

We urge pastors to accompany their congregational men. This is open to all men whether fellowship
members or not. We guarantee you will leave knowing something you did not know before.

Our Regional Minister, Rev. Allen V. Harris will attend.
Sincerely,

Madison Nimmons: President Woodland Men's Fellowship
For more information: nimmons_madison@yahoo.com
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Giving Thanks For Legacy Gifts: Firestone Park Christian
Church and Disciples Christian Church of Boardman

Scripture invites us to, "Give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you." (1
Thessalonians 5:18)

The Christian Church in Ohio gives thanks to God in all
circumstances for the members and leaders of two of
our beloved congregations who concluded their visible
and regular ministries in the past few years: Firestone
Park Christian Church of Akron and Disciples Christian
Church of Boardman. It is with profound gratitude we
offer our thanksgiving for the vision and foresight of
leaders in both of these congregations for sharing gifts from the sale of their facilities to help further the
mission and ministry of the Christian Church in Ohio, especially through Camp Christian.

Firestone Park Christian Church members and leaders chose the Camp Christian endowment fund as a one-
time recipient of their faithful generosity and we gratefully received $75,000 in October of 2023.

The members and leaders of Disciples Christian Church
of Boardman chose both the Christian Church in Ohio
Regional Church Operating Fund and the Camp Christian
Operating Fund as beneficiaries for their faithful
generosity from the sale of their church facilities. We
received initial gifts of $5,000 to the Regional Church
Operating Fund and $10,000 to the Camp Christian
Operating Fund in August of 2023. We are particularly
grateful for the creation of the Disciples Christian Church
of Boardman's Permanent Fund at the Christian Church
Foundation which will fund these ministries in
perpetuity.

While we certainly grieve along with generations of

members, leaders, pastors, and friends of these two congregations the conclusion of the regular and visible
ministry of their wonderful congregations, we nonetheless deeply appreciate how the inheritance of their
ministry will live on in the distribution to support the mission and ministry of our vibrant Christian Church in
Ohio Regional Church ministries.

We offer a special word of thanksgiving for the diligent and thorough work of the leaders of the congregations
who journeyed through the last chapter of these congregations' lives. For Firestone Park Christian Church we
especially appreciate the work of Kathy Walker, Board Chair, and the pastoral leadership of the Rev. Rich
Ferris. For Disciples Christian Church of Boardman we honor the work of Rev. Norm Witthuhn, Chair of the
Trustees, and the pastoral leadership of the Rev. Beth Pass. We know this is not easy work, but it is incredibly
important work to do well, and these leaders, and others, have done it very well.

And through these transitions may the love of Jesus Christ be made known in new and ever more powerful
ways.



The Metropolitan Area Religious Coalition of Cincinnati(MARCC) is seeking a new Executive Director
Application deadline is TODAY, May 3rd

The Metropolitan Area Religious Coalition of Cincinnati announces an opening for the position of Executive
Director. MARCC is an organization consisting of religious denominations working together to improve local
social concerns by interacting with members of the religious community, elected officials, and local non-
profits. The Executive Director oversees and reports to a Board of representatives from faith-based
communities and is responsible for helping form the vision of the organization as well as executing day-to-day
operations to further MARCC's objectives. Applicants must have at least a bachelor's degree, a minimum of 5
years' experience in the non-profit sector, human services, or social justice organizations, possess strong
communication and advocacy skills, and must have a respectful understanding and appreciation of diverse
religious and cultural communities. Salary range $70,000-75-000 Send applications, with cv/resumes, by May
3, 2024, to marcc@marcconline.com, attention: Holly Toensing

The full job description is attached to this email.

UPDATED Save-The-Date:

Joint Annual Gathering of the Heartland /

RTL
SAVE THE DATES! ,0%‘\44,

Conference UCC and Regional Assembly of the September 27 & 28 g(‘ & \E'
Christian Church in Ohio (Disciples of Christ) for a joint o2 //U

W
i‘ i Disciples & UCC  Veppe®

28. 2024 Regional Assembly & Annual Gathering
>>>Friday at Northwest Christian Church, 1340 FRIDAY - Northwest Christian Church, Columbus
Fishinger Rd., Columbus, OH 43221 SATURDAY - First Community, Dublin

Friday, September 27 and Saturday, September

>>>Saturday at First Community Church, First
Community North, 3777 Dublin Rd. Columbus OH 43221

Being The Community Of Christ - Together

Romans 1:11-12

For I am longing to see you so that | may share with you some spiritual gift to strengthen you— or rather so
that we may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith, both yours and mine.

Preachers:

Friday Afternoon: Dr. Nibedita Pramanik, Director, Evangelical Mission Hospital Khariar, India

Saturday Afternoon: Rev. Dr. LaMarco Cable, President of Disciples Overseas Ministries and co-executive of
Global Ministries (UCC/DOC).

Keynote Speaker:
Elizabeth Hagan, Senior Pastor of First Christian Church of Athens, Georgia and author of "Brave Church:
Tackling Tough Topics Together”

Musical Reflectors:
Andra Moran and Christopher Grundy


mailto:marcc@marcconline.com

Save The Date:
Disciples Day at Chautauqua Institution, Sunday, July 28, 2024
More information to come!

Vital Worship,

GRANTS

Rev. Rick Modglin-Green Encourages Congregations To Seek A Calvin Institute Worship

Have project idea that
would enhance your
worship experience!

A few years ago, we at Central Woodward
Christian Church received a worship grant
through Calvin Institute for Christian Worship.

We were able to bring in speakers, hold
workshops, purchase books for book studies
and other projects over the course of a year. It
was a great blessing to be able to engage the
congregation in many different activities.

The grant empowered us to be able to provide
opportunities that we would not have done
otherwise.

Grant applications are accepted three times a
year. For more information:
https://worship.calvin.edu/grants/index.html

Grant amounts: Funding awards range from
$8,000 to $25,000

The grants are made available by funding from
Lily Endowment.

| have served as Project Director at CWCC

If | can answer any questions email me at:
PastorRick@FCCFindlay.org

General Minister and President, Rev. Terri Hord Owens
delivers the State of the Church

The General Board of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in
the United States and Canada gathered in person on April 13-16,
2024, in Chicago, IL to worship, learn, collaborate, and discern.

At the opening gathering, General Minister and President, Rev.
Terri Hord Owens presented the State of the Church. In it she
highlighted ongoing initiatives of the church and celebrated the
work of the church across the United States and Canada.

Visit https://youtu.be/G9jeJHhORN4?si=wYm Yd EPxiPjLGu to
view the State of the Church.

2024 STATE OF THE CHURCH

“It’s all about the
congregations.
It’s all about the
churches.
It’s all about the
people in the
pews.” I

-y

Rev. Teresa “Terri” Hord Owens *
General Minister and President , |
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Pentecost Offering

REWIND ALL WHO BELIEVED WERE TOGETHER AND HAD ALL THINGS IN COMMON;

Received in many congregations SUNDAYS MAY 128 MAY 15 B PROCEEDS TO ALL AS ANY HAD NEED. - ACTS 2.44.45
May 12 & 19, 2024 = W TES |

RESTORE AND
REWIND

SUNDAYS MAY 12 AND MAY 19

RESTORE AND REWIND

When it comes to church, we have a lot of

negative tapes playing in our heads:

"Church is judgmental.”

"Church is hypocritical.” i
"They think they're better than everyone else.”

SN ALY > |

x HLIVE 4O SNWAH o=

RESTORE AND REWIND

It's time for restoration. Time to rewind the tape. S

New Church Ministry is dedicated to fostering faithful communities marked by deep Christian spirituality and a
passion for God's love and justice.

Like our ancestors, we're going back to the beginning, when new Christian communities gathered together
and shared all they had, organizing everything around the Spirit's dreams for their lives and their communities.

Yesterday, today, and tomorrow, God is singing a new song: not a song of judgment, but of welcome and
forgiveness; not a song of superiority, but of humility and grace; not a song of hoarding, but of sharing
everything we have!

God's movement for wholeness is already underway. Our job is to listen, and learn, and follow — supporting
leaders and communities as the Spirit calls them into being, laying down a new song for a new generation.

Church as a place of generosity and justice. Church as a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world.
Your gifts to the 2024 Pentecost Offering, received in most congregations on Sunday, May 12, and Sunday,
May 19, are divided equally between your regional ministry, which supports local new churches, and New

Church Ministry, which trains, equips, and assists emerging leaders to be "movement initiators.”

For more information about the Pentecost Special Offering, including worship resources, go
to https://disciplesmissionfund.org/special-offerings/pentecost/
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Disciples Home Missions — Black Leadership Project Grant

Application Deadline: May 31

For more information and the application, go to
https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/congregations/african-american-congregational-nurture/black-
leadership-projects-grant/

Black Leadership
Project Grant

g 7’1’4
‘\ 7

Disciples Home Missions annually awards grants of up to $1,500
supporting the following efforts for African Americans in
Christian Church (DOC) congregations:

¢ Leadership in Congregational Life
Leadership in Outreach Ministry
Faith Development of Leaders

Non-Degree Seeking Scholarship Support for Leaders
Leadership in Specialized African American Programming

Apply Today!

~ Application Deadline: May 31, 2024

visit www.discipleshomemissions.org to appl
DISCIPLES P . i

Home Missions
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DCEF - Join the team

Do you want to have a career that inspires and empowers congregations to
create Holy Places where people connect with God, each other, and the
community? If so, then apply to work at Disciples Church Extension

2
WE'RE “HIRING - | s
— DCEF provides building and capital planning services and is seeking a full-

time Financial Services Representative in Indianapolis, IN.

%&L This hybrid-eligible position will prepare and provide borrowers with the
documentation and information needed to acquire a loan from the
ministry through processing a loan from initiation to payoff, while
providing excellent customer service. Benefits are included.

Disaster Preparedness Response

Springtime in Ohio can certainly be beautiful. There is a warming
of temperatures, the budding of trees and the blossoming of
flowers. And the changing of seasons also brings an increase in
nature related disasters. Recently our Region's geographic area has
seen a number of tornados as well as significant flooding.

Did you know there are meaningful opportunities in which
individuals, families, and local congregations can join others in
providing much needed assistance to those whose lives have been
impacted by disasters?

Be it putting together cleanup buckets/hygiene kits/feminine period packs, helping on scene to clear downed
trees and debris, or being present to offer care and comfort, we Disciples can make an impact. And our
continuing efforts to strengthen our partnership with the United Church of Christ provides wonderful ways of
collaboration.

The Heartland Conference of the UCC hosts a year round Church World Service (CWS) Depot at Camp Templed
Hills in Belleville, Ohio. The location of this depot allows for the quick distribution of much needed supplies to
impacted areas within Ohio in a short period of time. Due to recent tornadoes and flooding events in our
area the majority of cleanup buckets and hygiene kits on hand at the depot have been dispersed. There is an
immediate need to replenish the depot in order to respond quickly to the next event.

This year at our Regional Assembly, CWS will hold their annual Festival of Sharing, a statewide collection of
clean up buckets, hygiene kits, and feminine period packs. As we gather together on September 27 & 28 there
will be a semi trailer in the parking lot accepting donations of cleanup buckets, hygiene kits, and period

packs. A number of our Disciples churches serve as local short term CWS collection depots for buckets, kits
and packs. The week prior to the Festival donations are picked up from the local depots and brought to the
Festival.

In addition to the donation of buckets, kits and packs there are other ways to get involved in the area of
disaster response.


http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2420&m=2551&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=13623&l=-http--disciplescef.org/
http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2420&m=2551&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=13623&l=-http--disciplescef.org/
http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2420&m=2551&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=13624&l=-https--disciplescef.org/assets/docs/Financial-Services-Representative-Lending-March-2024.pdf
http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2420&m=2551&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=13624&l=-https--disciplescef.org/assets/docs/Financial-Services-Representative-Lending-March-2024.pdf

Are you handy with a chainsaw? Often times Sawyer teams are needed after a tornado to help clear downed
trees and large branches. We are creating a list of those skilled in this area who could be contacted in case of
a need that might arise close to home.

Are you someone who would be interested in providing emotional and spiritual support to those whose lives
have been impacted? Training opportunities are being put together so volunteers can be ready to respond
throughout the different areas of our Region. An initial overview session for those interested in exploring this
topic more has been put together for August 14 & 15 at Templed Hills Camp and Conference

Center. Registration will begin in July and space will be limited to 30 participants so if you are interested
please save the date.

As the Christian Church in Ohio we are continually seeking ways to help serve our neighbors. If learning more
about how to become involved in responding to disasters is something that interests you we welcome your
inquiries. You can reach out directly to Rev. David Zerby by phone 330-407-1164, or email
pastor.zerby@gmail.com.

To learn more about what is needed for Church World Service buckets, kits and packs visit cwskits.org. And to
find where local collection depots are located visit fosohio.org.

Christian Church Foundation Board Honors Rev. Randy Johnson

The Christian Church Foundation Board of Directors met in Indianapolis,
IN, April 21-23, 2024, for their spring meeting.

The high point of the meeting was celebrating Rev. Randy Johnson's 23
years of ministry through the Foundation as its Vice President,
Southeast Zone, and his upcoming retirement. Randy was joined by
family and friends as Rev. Joanne VerBurg, Ruth Weaver Hazen, and
Rev. Peter Morgan shared lighthearted and meaningful reflections of
their many years of shared ministry with Randy, as well as the current
and long-lasting impact of his ministry on the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ). Randy expressed his gratitude for the opportunity
to build relationships with donors, pastors, churches, and partner
organizations to help them express their faith through financially
supporting and growing those ministries they hold dear. He also shared
the many ways his family supported and partnered in his ministry,
including crediting his wife Sandy for seeing how Randy's gifts, offered through the Foundation, would serve
the Church, even before Randy accepted the call to ministry at the Foundation. Todd Adams, President and
CEO, Pension Fund of the Christian Church, presented Randy with the Honored Minister's Pin and Lori Lucas,
Senior Vice President of the Christian Church Foundation, provided Randy gifts on behalf of the Foundation
staff. Randy will continue to serve as a consultant with the Foundation after his formal retirement on
September 1, 2024.

The complete summary of the meeting can be viewed at
https://christianchurchfoundation.org/news/foundation-board-honors-randy-johnson/
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National Convocation's Biennial Session Pre-Conference for Leaders

An extraordinary group of scholar-practitioners will be with us for an unprecedented learning experience at
the National Convocation's Biennial Session Pre-Conference for Leaders. You cannot pass on this opportunity
to hear from professors who have served and led in both the academy and church. Register today to join us at
the Sheraton Greensboro on Thursday, July 11th at 1pm. Bring your Bibles and Bible apps...Class will be in
session!

More information about Biennial Session and registration at https://docgeneralassembly.regfox.com/2024-
biennial-session-of-the-national-convocation
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People on the Move Webinar
Wednesday, May 8, 2024, 11am-noon Eastern

The number of people forcibly displaced from their homes and
communities is at an all-time high, now over 100 million people
worldwide, and continues to grow. Due to violence and conflict,
natural disasters, climate change and other social, political, and
economic factors, people have been uprooted and are seeking
safety and security elsewhere. Our partners in the Middle East

WEDNESDAYS

PEOPLE ON

THE MOVE

WEBINAR and Europe are directly involved in assisting people who have

Wednesday, May 8th | 11:00 AM East . . . ..
b Bl |eft their homes, responding to their needs and providing

assistance and care. In this webinar, we will hear from partners
which are directly involved and from people who have been
impacted, to hear their experiences and stories. Following up
from a regional consultation held in Rome this January, please
join us to hear from colleagues at the Forum for Development,
Culture, and Dialogue (Lebanon and Syria), the Afghan Association for Women, and Mediterranean Hope
(Italy) to learn about their work and current realities.

Sponsored by: the Federation of Protestant Churches in Italy (FCEI), the Presbyterian Church (USA), the
Reformed Church in America, and Global Ministries of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and United
Church of Christ

Register Now!

Canfield Christian Church Raises $1,159 For Mission
From Lenten Breakfasts!

An annual tradition during the Lenten Season for
Canfield Christian Church is to offer breakfast weekly to
the congregation and community free of charge but
donations are accepted. The free-will donations given at
the breakfasts are then shared with local non-profit
organizations and social service agencies.

This year $1,159 was raised and then divided equally
between Operation Blessing, Protestant Family Services, 2
Rescue Mission, and Second Harvest Food Bank. They 2z
write, "As Disciples, you know our mission work is very
important to us. We enjoy serving the community, both with breakfast and especially with support for local
missions.

Thanks (to all) for coming and supporting us!”
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Welcome Pastor Ric Beals as the New Pastor of First Christian
Church of Paulding!

Greetings in the name of our Lord,

My name is Ric Beals and | am the new pastor at First Christian
Church (D.0.C.) in Paulding, Ohio. | was born and raised and lived for
over half a century in West Unity, Ohio, a village of almost 1,700
citizens. | also lived and pastored churches in Cut Bank, Montana and
for the last three years have resided in Fayette, Ohio while pastoring
a church in Pioneer, Ohio. As you can see, I've always been a rural,
small-town person. | am a divorced father of three adult children,
Brandi, Joel, and Chad. | also have the joy of my three grandchildren,
Laynee, Breanna, and Chaz.

| am also blessed to have Fawn Schaffner (my significant other) and
her children and grandchildren in my life. Her family are her son Wes
(Katey), Hannah, Maysa, and Brynn. Along with her daughter, Lindsey
(Mike) Mick and Myla. | have 20 years under my belt as a solo pastor and it has been an amazing journey! |
have been so blessed by my congregations over the years, and stay in touch with many of them. The rural area
of Paulding is very much like home to me, and | look forward to a wonderful experience that is set to begin on
May 1%, 2024. My first Sunday in the pulpit will be May 5™ with, hopefully, many years together on the
horizon. | am humbled and honored to be a part of the Disciples of Christ denomination and look forward to
meeting some of you as time goes on.

In Christ,
Pastor Ric Beals

Parma Christian Church Concludes Regular, Visible
Ministry But Lives On In Legacy Gifts

On Sunday, April 21 the sanctuary of Parma Christian
Church was filled with current and past members and
friends celebrating the rich 70-year legacy of this
congregation on the southwest side of Cleveland. The
Rev. Jayne Chafin, Pastor, led worship and the Rev.
Kristine Eggert, Regional Elder, and the Rev. Allen Harris,
Regional Minister, shared in worship leadership. Rev.
Harris preached on Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 "Seasons Go And
Seasons Come.” A catered dinner after worship was
emceed by Daryll Krivanos, Chair of the Elders, and
several persons spoke, including former pastors Rev. C.
Reid Miller, Rev. LaRay Salsberry, & Rev. Nancy Dunn. Cheryl Yurcak, a leader at Franklin Circle Christian
Church, recalled that congregation's role in founding Parma Christian Church. Several key leaders were
honored, including Richard "Dick” Woodward, Deborah Hannan for 31 years as church secretary), and Rev.
Chafin.




Participants were invited to take select items no longer needed, including many photographs taken by Dick
Woodward over the years as well as Chalice Hymnals. Several items went to help other congregations,
including the hand bells which are now with First Christian Church of Tiffin, the NRSV Bibles, which are now
with Good Shepherd Christian Church of Macedonia/Twinsburg, and a handcrafted pulpit and a lacquered
Disciples Chalice, both made by Dick. The pulpit is now in the Monroe Lodge at Camp Christian!

The leadership of the congregation also announced the recipients of their legacy giving. Two one-time gifts
will be given to two cherished local food outreach programs: Rising Love and Love, Inc. The remainder of the
proceeds of the sale of the property will be invested in a Christian Church Foundation permanent fund in the
name of Parma Christian Church. The dividends will be distributed equally to five entities: The Christian
Church in Ohio Operating Fund, Camp Christian Endowment, the Week of Compassion, the Greater Cleveland
Food Bank, and the Parma Hospital Foundation.

We give thanks for the years of faithful service of all who led and participated in Parma Christian Church and
we celebrate their legacy which will live on for years to come.

Rev. Dr. Richard Wing honored as Senior Minister Emeritus of First
Community Church of Columbus

On Sunday, April 28 the Rev. Dr. Richard "Dick” Wing was honored as
Senior Minister Emeritus of First Community Church of Columbus.

Rev. Dr. Wing served as Senior Minister of First Community Church in
Columbus, Ohio for 23 years. He is now a semi-retired Pastor serving the
people of Congregational Church of the Valley in Scottsdale,

1 Arizona. While in Ohio, Dr. Wing, was involved in a ministry to the men
on Death Row called, "A Ministry of Presence.”

Dr. Wing has written 4 books and now turns his attention to podcasting,
delivering brief but important messages of inspiration and hope called
"Three Good Minutes” and can be found online at:
https://threegoodminutes.com/
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Quick Clergy News and Celebrations

Baird Brothers Run In Boston Marathon Again As Part Of The Disciples
International Racing Team (D.I.R.T.) - (Pictured Right - Zach & Rev. Josh
Baird)

Rev. Nathan A. Russell Selected To Be On Brite Divinity School Board Of
Trustees

Rev. Brian Carr Publishes His First Book! "A Staff Of Many Promises” Now
Available From Barnes & Noble Press

pwgmn Rev. Kris Eggert and David Eggert

1

i)

- Conclude Their Time In Ohio

Rev. Dr. Paul Durbin Celebrates
The 50th Anniversary Of His Ordination - April 28, 1974 - (Pictured
Left - Rev. Dr. Paul Durbin Center)

Welcome Pastor Matt Kluchar as the New Pastor of Canfield Christian
Church of Canfield!

Welcome Rev. Jeff Wheeler as the New Pastor of Hale Road
Community Church of Painesville!

Welcome Pastor Michael Martin as the New Pastor of First Christian
Church of Uhrichsville!

Chalice Hymnal Items Available

Two items related to the Chalice Hymnal were given by the leaders at First Christian Church of Willoughby that
are available to any congregation that wants one or both of them. One is the Accompanists Edition of the
Chalice Hymnal. The other is a "homemade” large print edition in two large binders. If you are interested
please contact the Regional Church Office at ccio@ccinoh.org and we will give them to the first church that
asks for them. Please note you will need to arrange pick up of the items but we will work with you to make
that as easy as possible.
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A Multitude Gather To Witness The 2024 Eclipse At
Camp Christian

Psalm 19:1 proclaims, "The heavens are telling the glory
of God; and the skies proclaim God's handiwork.” This
week many of us can now testify in a unique way to this
scripture!

Over 270 people signed up to watch the Total Solar
Eclipse of 2024 at Camp Christian on Monday, April

8. Some gathered the night before and enjoyed s'mores
prepared over the campfire. Many others joined them
the next day, some well-acquainted with Camp Christian
and others for whom it was their very first time at our
facilities. Luckily, the weather cooperated and we had
perfect temperatures and mostly sunny skies. Opportunities were provided throughout the day to play games,
chat with friends old and new, enjoy several wonderful crafts evoking the eclipse, go fishing, take a walk, take
a selfie at the Eclipse Selfie Station, eat, sing camp songs, and worship.

Throughout the day people checked out the Fun Facts posted in the dining hall (did you know the word
"eclipse” is from the ancient Greek word "eklepsis” which means "abandonment?!”) Others played cards on
the dining hall porch. Rev. Stephen Bentley gave a mini-lecture about how best to photograph the event (and
how not to!) Kids young and mature colored designs of the historic day. A lot of friends took time to get
caught up with friends. But about 1:55 p.m. everyone nestled into their spot on the grounds and either in
chairs or on blankets, wearing their NASA-approved glasses, and waited for the spectacle to appear. Or
disappear as the case may be. And wow, did it happen dramatically! Those gathered witnessed what may be
a once-in-a-lifetime event as the moon moved between the sun and the earth and we were in a near totality
of darkness for almost 4 minutes. It was an awesome moment!

There are so many words of appreciation that need to be made to
those whose hard work made this event possible. Gratitude goes
especially to the Rev. Stephen Bentley for the initial idea AND for
taking the lead in planning this marvelous event. But he was
definitely not alone. The Eclipse Viewing at Camp Christian was done
with the significant help of Julie Bentley, Heather Hicks, Marsha
Mueller, Mary Arnold, Sam Bowerman, and our wonderful Christian
Church in Ohio Staff: Jennie Stoddart Bernard, Tom Bowerman-Jett,
Bruce Bowerman-Jett, Carol Butcher, and PJ Homik.

The Glory of God was undeniably witnessed at Camp Christian!!!
To view some photographs of the day, go online to the "Eclipse at

Camp Christian April 8, 2024” photo album on the Camp Christian
Facebook

page https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.822213569946380&type=3

If YOU were in attendance and have some photos that we can add to the album, please email us
at ccio@ccinoh.org. Thank you!
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