Ohio Regional Newsletter ~ April 2024

Around The Regional Church And In My Heart

As of the day of this writing I am basking in the glow of
the Resurrection and Easter hope fills my heart. I'm
actually writing on Tuesday, April 2" and am
celebrating today as Easter, as I did yesterday,

Monday, April 1t and will again celebrate Easter
tomorrow, April 3", No, I don't mean I'm observing the
liturgical season of Easter, which runs from Sunday,
March 315t to Pentecost, Sunday May 19%, I speak of
engaging in the full-bodied, heart-pounding, hallelujah-
inducing, joyful celebration of the risen Christ today and
every day of the year. Every day is a new chance for resurrection!

Much like our baptism, we do Easter a grave disservice (pun intended) to pin it only on one day or
even one moment. Our baptism is not just when the waters washed over us or were sprinkled upon
us, and that instant only. Baptism is a sign of a lifelong commitment to faith, repentance, baptism,
the remission of sins, and receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit.” Baptism should be alive for each of us
every day of our lives and inform who we are and what we do. Baptism is not about what pastor
officiated the ceremony, how hot or cold the water was, or even if we understood 100% the meaning
of baptism when we made our confession of faith. Baptism is a way of life and a manner of living
that may be marked by the moment it began but must live on in our words, deeds, and even
intentions every second of every day we have breath for it to truly be realized.

Part of the reason I am so certain that we must celebrate Easter Resurrection every day of our lives
and not just one day each spring is because I am painfully reminded today and these past few
months of the constant urgency for new life and all the hope, possibilities, power, and praise that
goes with it. We have experienced a very difficult season of tough news in our Regional Church. We
are journeying alongside several of our stalwart leaders receiving challenging health diagnoses and
going through medical procedures and treatments. We have been shaken by the news of the death
of several of our faithful clergy and lay leaders. We are gearing up for what will certainly be
contentious, if not volatile, campaign and election season. If we let Easter's claim on resurrection
pass at midnight, March 31t then we have not fulfilled the gospel mandate to "Go and tell...”

Is it possible for us to wake each morning with the words of Easter on our lips and in our

hearts? "Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen, indeed!” Whether the day is bright and sunny and
full of goodness or cloudy and dour and full of uncertainty, it is yet another day to live into Christ's
call to new life. Daily we must be like Mary Magdalene sent from the tomb to go and share what we
have experienced. And I strongly suspect for those whose lives are affected the most by iliness,
injury, death, and loss our insistence upon living Christ's resurrection will bring them hope and
deepen their faith. I know it has for me.

Faithfully Yours,
Allen

* Find out more about the "Five Finger Exercise” formulated by early Disciples of Christ founder,
Walter Scott: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter Scott (clergyman)



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Scott_(clergyman)

High School Youth International Affairs Seminar A Wonderful Success!

Here are just a few photos from this amazing trip. You can see more in an album on our facebook
page at https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.804453245053600&type=3
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Lay Preaching Academy

For Non-Clergy Congregational Leaders who may be called 1m‘\.\\.(
to Preach. PRIE A

April 20, 2024, 9am — 4pm at Camp Christian

Creation of a Sermon
Keynote Speaker - Rev. Nichole Mazza-Fredley

Purpose: To train a cadre of lay (non-clergy) preachers to

fill pulpits in our Ohio churches either short term or long - CAMP
term. . You don't have to have attended the first session to CHRISTIAN
participate in this one. Event sponsored by the Regional APRIL 20TH

Elders.

For more information and registration, go to https://www.ccinoh.com/regional-
calendar.aspx?events=11681&action=details

Adult Conference
June 17-21

"...be transformed by the renewing of your mind...”

How often do you focus on that invitation? We are called by our
God to be a people of renewal and resurrection. And sometimes we
have to be intentional about seeking out opportunities for renewal.

So, mark your calendars for June 17-21, 2024, register for Adult
Conference, and come join us for a time to Re-member, Re-
new, Re-vitalize, and Rejoice! The slate of speakers, teachers,
and choirs is set!

Our Bible Lecturer, Rev. Carl Robinson (pictured right,) Association

Minster for the Southern Ohio Northern Kentucky Association of the Heartland Conference UCC will
share his passion for working together toward being actors in the process of shaping communities of
justice and peace, because we cling to the promise of a just world for all.
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Our Vespers Speaker, Rev. Sheila P. Spencer (pictured left,) is a published
8 author, award-winning spoken word poet, and spiritual director and is

i dedicated to educating, encouraging, and empowering individuals. As an
W intentional connector and relationship builder, Rev. Spencer focuses on

13 inclusivity and engagement.

Workshop leaders include:
¥4 - Rev. Michael Howard, Minister for Faith in Action, Living Water Association
d of the Heartland Conference, UCC

» Rev. Beth Long-Higgins, Vice President of Engagement of United Church

Homes

» Rev. Kara Swartz and Rev. Chad Penhorwood, Central Christian Church in

Newark, Ohio

» Rev. Beth Gedert, Zion UCC in Delaware, Ohio

« Barb Anderson, member of Dublin Community Church, in Dublin, Ohio

 Jay Yutzey, member of Just North UCC in Columbus, Ohio

o LaVerne Thorpe, a member of Gender Road Christian Church

o Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay, Minister for Worship and Theology for the national setting of the
United Church of Christ, and First Congregational UCC in Wellington, Ohio.,

o Rev. Dr. Judy Alston, member of Woodland Christian Church, and Regional Elder for the
Christian Church in Ohio

« Matt Stevens and Andrew Gifford, Church World Service

o Pro-Reconciliation/Anti-Racism Team Members, Christian Church in Ohio

Don't miss this engaging opportunity to be transformed!

Summer Camp & Conference Registration
2024 Now Open!

; 5 __Registration Open!’
The Camp Christian Summer 2024 Camp and /

Conference registration forms and information are A 2 E 2 i

vy
now available through our website. They are all SUMMER

available for download in one place on the Summer

Forms, Downloads, and Links page mms

at https://www.ccinoh.com/camp- ™N G
christian/summer-programs/form-downloads-and- &o sigebeivien oied sy e
links.aspx CAMPS,
yo  CONFERENCES,
Please feel free to post and share this information S8 &RETREATS
with as many people as possible. FORALLAGES
Each Congregation will also receive a packet of hard @QRHIOREGION ﬂﬁ]
copies of the forms and information in the mail. We &2

just wanted to be sure you knew where to access
them online in the meantime. We are looking
forward to having another wonderful Summer at Camp Christian!!
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For online registration — please remember that we are using a NEW system for online registration. It
would be helpful (but not required) if you created your CDM+ Engage profile before registering.
Information about that can be found at https://www.ccinoh.com/ccio-blog/2024/march/14/new-
online-portal.aspx

As we are working through a new system if you have any questions/concerns please send an email
to ccio@ccinoh.org and we'll assist you. We appreciate your patience and learning with us.

Please note: When completing the new online registrations for Children and Youth, the "Attendee”
would be the person who will be physically attending the Camp/Conference. The "Contact
Information” will be the Parent(s)/Guardian(s). And, as with years past, online registration for
Children and Youth still requires ALL of the physical forms (registration, health, parental permissions,
transportation release, etc.) to be completed even when making registration payments online.

Quarter Life Retreat

QUARTER LIFE

$25 EARLY BIRD

PR $35 DAY OF
RETREAT DAY 35 ADD ON
Saturday May 4th, 2024 TO STAY OVERNIGHT
iﬂf}:’;:\i:t:;e » REGISTER ONLINE AT

WWW ENGAGESURAN.COM
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Camp Christian Work Day

Saturday, May 11th Camp Christian

We will once again be hosting volunteers for a day of Work Day

cleaning, repairing, and general preparation of Camp
Christian in anticipation of the Summer Camp and
Conference programs!

Saturday
8 May 11th, 2024

This work day is so crucial and appreciated by the staff.
We all know when that Spring arrives there can be an
overwhelming amount of tasks to keep up with, even at
our own homes.

There are tasks suited for a wide range of ages and
abilities. We hope you will join us!

More details, including specific tasks, how to sign up, how to donate, and more can be found at
https://www.ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx?events=11521&action=details

Disciples Fellowship Retreat — Save the Date!

%ﬂ May 24 — 26 at Camp Christian

s - Theme: VBS for All Ages — Welcome to Babylon
Disciples g Y

° The Disciples Fellowship Retreat will have light hearted but informative
Fellows hlp multi-sensory presentations during the first session of morning and
afternoon, and then have breakout sessions that enhance learning about
Retreat the Bible based curriculum in a variety of ways. There will definitely be
something for everyone!

In addition to the great curriculum, come see the enhancements that have been made at camp while
enjoying fellowship with others, time with God, great meals and fun!

Registration materials will be sent out and posted in Mid-April.
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Joy Night at Dunham Ave Christian Church

On Friday, April 5, Dunham Ave. Christian Church, with the new leadership of Pastor Donielle
Lavender-Williams, is hosting a Joy Night at 7:00 pm. Pastor Donielle will share the leadership with
several ministry partners including Rev. Denise Cunningham-Doggett of Speak Life Ministries and
leaders of Fifth Christian Church.

JOIN US FOR A NIGHT OF WORHSIP

DUNHAM AVE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

JOY NIGHT

FRIDAY, APRIL 5, 2024 &) 7PM
1629 E 66TH CLEVELAND, OH 44103
(BETWEEN LEXINGTON & HOUGH)

SPECIAL GUESTS
DIAMONDS IN THE ROUGH PRAISE DANCE MINISTRY -
PASTOR DENISE CUNNINGHAM-DOGGETT (SPEAK LIFE
MINISTRIES) * FIFTH CHRISTIAN CHURCH MINISTRIES -
NEW LIFE FELLOWSHIP MINISTRIES * KINGDOM BUILDERS
FELLOWSHIP CENTER - CHURCH OF GOD, MPGT
MINISTRIES * GREATER SONG TOWER APOSTOLIC CHURCH

FOR MORE INFO: 216-484-4001 OR 216-315-8681




Lakeshore Christian Church Begins Fair Trade Coffee Store

Lakeshore Community Pollinator and Education Garden at
Lakeshore Christian Church in Euclid, is hosting its first ever
Coffee Fundraiser! They have paired with Equal Exchange,
which is a company that focuses on providing quality fair trade
products from coffee to olive oil. They work closely with local
farmers to ensure families receive fair and honest wages and
compensation for their products.

By participating in this Coffee Fundraiser, participants not only
support the local garden efforts, but also support local farmers
and a more equitable global supply chain. Not to mention their
products are delicious and amazing. A favorite is the Total
Eclipse Dark Chocolate and their Ethiopian Coffee. What will be
your favorite? Their fundraiser allows individuals and groups to
purchase coffee, chocolate, and tea, all organic and fair trade
certified.

They have made ordering easy. Simply open the attached

Online Fundraiser flyer and scan the QR code. It will take you to their online order form, which has
instructions on how to fill out and pay for the order. If you would simply like to pay via check or
cash, you can print out and scan the paper order form that is also attached to this email as

well. Depending on order amounts, orders will take about two weeks to get in, and please put in the
order form comments on how we can work on getting your delicious products to you. Contact
information for Brandon Weeber, the organizer of the fundraiser, is also on each order form, so
please reach out to him and he will work with customer. Each order form also has the church
address if you would prefer a pickup arrangement.

Brandon writes: "I am very excited for this fundraiser and to share the wonders of fair-trade products
with our community. Net proceeds are going towards our Lakeshore Community Pollinator and
Education Garden. We are looking at raising funds to increase the diversity of out native plant
selection, supply seeds for our pilot vegetable garden, and to raise funds for our Big Spring Kickoff
Party (details to be announced). Again, thank you so much for your continued support for our
Lakeshore Community Pollinator and Education Garden and please share our Fundraiser order forms
with all your family, friends, and neighbors. If anyone has any questions please feel free to contact
me.”
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Men's Retreat Includes Workday At Camp Christian

In preparation for the gathering at Camp Christian for experiencing
the total solar eclipse on April 8, 2024, five men from Northwest
Christian in Columbus and one man from United Christian Church in
Clayton completed painting the men's bathroom in the camp gym
and cleaned one of the cabin clusters.

So far, over 200 people have registered to attend for the solar
eclipse, but many more may just show up.

Thank you so much for your hard work guys!!

Joint District 8 and District 12 Event Set For June 29
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The Western Reserve Christian Church Closing
4 Continues Shaping Lives Through Its
\ Endowment
The Christian Church in Ohio Gratefully
Celebrates The Camp Christian Maintenance
Fund As One Recipient

| Western Reserve Christian Church, Hudson, Ohio
resulted from the 1997 merger of First Christian

Church, Hudson, founded in 1860, and North Hill
Christian Church, Talmadge, established in 1915.

Western Reserve Christian Church began to dwindle
following The Rev. Robert Hutson's June 2016
retirement. Rev. Hutson's 15 2 years of faithful leadership guided the congregation's vision for
service, consistently introduced people to Christ and guided individuals in living by Christian values.

Following Rev. Hutson's retirement younger families became less involved, and the congregation
aged in place. As our membership declined, we reached the point where there were not enough
active members to support the church's service commitments.

In early 2022 the congregation's leadership began exploring our options for further

service. Acknowledging the need to redefine their mission was bittersweet. However, they ultimately
agreed that their most practical option for touching lives while perpetuating our Christian witness
would be through funding a designated endowment fund. The legacy of both First Christian Church
of Hudson and North Hill Christian Church of Talmadge made the decision to dissolve difficult.

The leadership considered potential fund recipients and management sources. After the property
sale closed, they provided $550,000 as initial funding to establish The Western Reserve Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) Inc., Designated Fund with The Hudson Community Foundation, Hudson,
Ohio.

The legacy of service of Western Reserve Christian Church will continue through the fund's annual
grants designated for the individuals and families served through The Cleveland Christian Home
(https://cchome.org/); scholarships for Summit and Portage County, OH. Students attending Hiram
College (https://www.hiram.edu/); and Maintenance for camping and retreat initiatives offered
through The Christian Church in Ohio's, Camp Christian (https://www.ccinoh.com/).

Along with the Fund's provisions for the three designated recipients, Western Reserve Christian
Church is honored that The Deeper Life Bible Church will continue the building's purpose of Worship,
Christian Education, and Reaching People for Christ. Deeper Life Bible Church's enthusiasm for
serving and worshiping Christ is paramount; and we wish them numerous blessings.

The Christian Church in Ohio is profoundly grateful to the members and leaders of Western Reserve
Christian Church, along with the Rev. Ed Allen and the Rev. Robert Hutson, for their vision and
foresight in choosing the Camp Christian maintenance fund as a recipient of their generosity. The
faithfulness of generations of members, leaders, and clergy of Western Reserve Christian Church, as
well as its predecessor congregations, will live on in the transformed lives of all who experience Camp
Christian at retreats, camps, and conferences long into the future.


https://cchome.org/
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Minister Emeritus Celebration For

— g — Rev. Dick Wing at First Community
JOIN FIRST CCMM:{:\TY TO CELEBRATE ‘ ChurCh Of Columbus
Ot Liidtatad A Hbny o o _
AS ME RECEIVES THE TITLE OF You are invited to join First Community

MINISTER EMERITUS

Church in Columbus, Ohio on Sunday,
L s AR April 28, for the 11 am worship service in
3777 DUBLIN RoAD, CoLuMBUS OH 43212 the sanctuary at First Community North,
RECEFTION TO FOLLOW IN GRACE HALL to celebrate the naming of the Rev. Dr.

Richard A. Wing as Senior Minister

Emeritus. As you may know, Dick
faithfully served the congregation for over twenty-three years. His ministry was rooted in grace,
emboldened by powerful preaching, and always, always filled with hope for the days ahead.

Please let the church know if you'll be able to attend. They would very much like to introduce all of
Dick's clergy colleagues who are in the congregation on this day. (614) 488-0681 or
info@fcchurch.com

SPIRE Center Learning Opportunities

The purpose of the SPIRE Center, a ministry of the
Living Water Association of the United Church of ‘
Christ, is "to provide resources, inspiration, and ‘
training to church leaders, members, pastors, faith
explorers, and all those hearing the call to be part ,)/ 'Sl'cl:'l HEO gLP (IDEEPS SESTgLETe
of the creative labor and the new birth the Church ! INSPIRATION, REIMAGINING & EXPLORATION
is experiencing in our evolving world.”

They have several dates in April for persons to Sprm 2024 i
attend some wonderful learning opportunities on- L@QFV\W\@ Oppon‘ulnrhee
line. First is on Monday, April 8, where Rev. Dr.
Mike Bone and a panel of people who have used
Marsha McFee's Worship Design Studio will
discuss how it has impacted our worship.
Regardless of your experience, join us as we
discuss how congregations plan and implement
worship today. Learn more and sign up!

Then, beginning Thursday, April 11, Elizabeth Vance and Chad Cunningham from the UCC
Pension Board will address your questions about Safe Church Practices during 3 sessions: April
11: Protecting Your Most Vulnerable Populations (Youth, Vulnerable Adults and the Elderly); April
18: Creating a Culture of Respect: Discussing Misconduct and Harassment in the Church; April

25: Navigating Opportunities: Effective Strategies for Working with Complex Populations (including
de-escalation techniques). You only need to sign up once to attend any or all of the sessions. Use
this link to learn more and register!

On Wednesday, April 17 from 10-11:30 a.m. they will offer a Church Office Administrator &
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Secretary Workshop. This workshop is for these dedicated professionals who have ridden the
waves of change with grit and grace. We invite you to come to this session for new ideas, for group
therapy, or just to laugh with people who understand what you go through at work. Facilitators are
Kimberlee Bublik, Office Administrator, The Bath Church UCC; Machelle Miller & Kellie Ramirez,
Association Staff. Learn more and sign up here.

All are welcome, so please feel free to pass on this information to anyone in your congregation or
community who may be interested!

Information on the rest of the Spring 2024 Learning Opportunities is available on the SPIRE Center
website.

For more information and if you have questions, please contact Kellie Ramirez, Registrar &
Information Management and Media for the Living Water Association, Phone: 330.940.2220 x100

Ca|||ng Congregants of All Ages! National Faith and Climate Forum
April 16th — Noon to 5:15pm

Join us for the Washington Avenue Christian Church, Elyria
National Faith + Climate Forum

April 16, 2024: Noon - 5:15 pm Message from Kristen Bredenbeck Mayer and Steve
Washington Avenue Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Mayer
3°;|‘;Vr?:'g:s::33';ve Co Leaders of Creation Care, Washington Avenue
https://www.waccelyria.org Christian ChurCh

@waccelyria

As a local host engagement site for the streaming of the National Faith + Climate Forum we are
reaching out to you, our cherished community, to join other people of faith for purposeful
discussions, practical workshops, and opportunities for creation care and climate activation.

Caring for creation is our moral responsibility for the sake of our faith, families, communities, and
future generations. Everyone is welcome, whether you have been caring for creation for some time,
or just getting started. There is so much we can do to care for creation in our congregation and
community. We all can be part of the solution. Help us spread the word.

The National Faith + Climate Forum is not just an event; it's a movement. By joining in person at our
location, you'll be part of a welcoming and transformative experience to deepen your faith, connect
with other faith leaders, strengthen relationships, support your congregation, and take accessible and
meaningful actions toward caring for creation and just and equitable solutions in our congregation.

Registration is easy, free, and filled with purpose:

1. To Register go to https://nationalfaithandclimateforum.org

2. Fill out the required registration fields.

3. Select the "Attend in person at a designated host location” Ticket Type.

4. Then select your specific location.

5. Submit your registration and look out for a confirmation email with your registration details!
Please see the attached flyer and share with your congregations and communities.
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Church World Service Giving Day
Webinar Series Throughout the Month of April GWS GlVlNG DAY WEB'NAR SER'ES
You are invited to join Church World Service (CWS,) DWKWMW niled

this month, for a series of live, inspirational panel Rebuilding Hope
discussions with changemakers from around the logether
globe. You'll hear stories of hope and learn how
your support enables us to assist global refugees,
families affected by US natural disasters,
unaccompanied children, communities impacted by
climate change, and the most vulnerable among us.

April 10th - A Place to Call Home: Addressing
America's Housing Crisis

April 17th - Disaster Response in the United States:
Rebuilding Hope Together

April 24th - Global Compassion: Uniting for Disaster
Recovery

April 29th - Supporter Spotlight: Champions of
Change

Register for these free webinars to learn more about CWS work across the United States and around
the world. You can register for each of these live enlightening experiences at
https://cwsglobal.org/giving-day/webinar-series/

Unpacking the Core Competencies of DisciplesNEXT: Contemplative Action
Webinar — May 8th at 3:00pm

What does contemplative action look like day to day? Join Rev. Brian Frederick-Gray, Director of
Justice and Advocacy Ministries for the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and Rev. Dr. Jose
Martinez, Minister of New Church Strategies, for a New Church Ministry webinar that explores this
core competency of DisciplesNEXT, its connections to spiritual formation, and its connections to New
Church! Register

s o, & G
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Rev. Dr. Jack Sullivan, Jr. To Receive Honorary
Degree And Will Preach Baccalaureate At
Heidelberg University In Tiffin

On May 11 at 4pm, the Rev. Dr. Jack Sullivan, Jr. will
deliver the sermon during the baccalaureate service at
Heidelberg University in Tiffin. On the next day at 10am,
the University will present him with an honorary doctorate
of humane letters degree.

Dr. Sullivan is happy to follow the path of the Rev. Dr.
Dave Long-Higgins who preached during Heidelberg
University's 2023 baccalaureate service and later received
an honorary doctorate.

Dr. Sullivan is the Executive Director of the Ohio Council of
Churches.

Rev. Joyce Wealand Installed as Pastor of Northwest Christian Church, Columbus
- Pictured below left

Rev. Gene Sugg Installed as Pastor of First Christian Church, Bowling Green
- Pictured below right
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Open Positions

Non-clergy and clergy positions are available with
the following organizations:

ORGANIZATIONS
The National Benevolent Association

seeks a Senior Marketing Associate. Learn H I RING

more about the position here. The
. . . THESE DISCIPLES &
appllcatlon perlod closes on Apl’l| 17th. ECUMENICAL ORGANIZATIONS

ARE NOW HIRING - CLERGY &
NON CLERGY POSITIONS

Global Ministries has two positions open -
Program Associate for Resource
Development and Global Relations Minister,
Latin America and the Caribbean. Learn more Apply Now
here.
Click the links for more info!
Disciples Church Extension Fund is
seeking a Director of Financial Services as
well as New Beginnings Assessors and
Facilitators/Coaches. Learn more here.

Bethany Fellows, a ministry rooted in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is seeking to
call a new Director/Pastor. The position and application details are here.

Parma Christian Church Offers Free Items For Other Congregations/Communities

The following items are available from Parma Christian Church as they conclude their regular and
visible ministry as a congregation:

Hymnals — Red Chalice Hymnal

Pew Bibles- Blue covered NRSV

Parament Wall Storage Unit (all wood, swing out dowels, built by Dick Woodward) 23 2
inches by 48" (picture available)

Communion Table - 4'6” x 24", wood, with wheels for easy mobility

Brass communion trays 6 cup trays, 2 lids; 6 bread, 1 lid, and 4 offering plates with burgundy
velvet inset

Aluminum communion trays and offering plates (66 slots — 5 juice, 7 bread; 3 lids)

Old wood communion trays, one round, several square

Unused communion fillers

Picture of Walter Scott, Thomas Campbell, Alexander Campbell, Barton Stone

Framed picture — writing of Alexander Campbell

Memorial book table — wood with glass top with chalices on the corners; 21x30

3 Coffee tables (different styles)

2 brass candelabras (rough shape)

Glass candleholders — 6 of each color: red, blue, white, amber, purple, green plus inserts
2 candle lighting tapers

Hand Bells — 3 octaves in cases with two wood cabinets that lock to hold cases
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Chimes — 25

2 large tapestries, wall hangings, square, about 5 x 5

4 "church” chairs, tall backs and short backs

50 clear candle drip protectors

Large CYF sign (red and blue)

Full set of Interpreters

A-Z Dictionaries (4 volumes) plus 1 Supplemental volume
Choir music and cantatas

Miscellaneous Bibles and Translations

Miscellaneous Hymnals

Feel free to email pcchurchl@agmail.com or chafinhouse@gmail.com or call the church office 440-
842-1614 for more information. Pictures available upon request.
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