Ohio Regional Newsletter ~ March 2024

Around The Region And In My Heart
Rev. Allen V. Harris, Regional Pastor & President

Finding The Glory On The *Other* Side Of The Suffering

One of the most formative books of my college years was "The Idea Of
The Holy” by Rudolph Otto. It was originally written in German in 1917,
but | read it in English in the early 1980's. In it he tries to describe what it
means to us human beings to experience that which is most sacred, holy,
and hallowed. Otto shaped his theology around the Latin phrase
mysterium tremendum et fascinans. His description of this fits so very
well with what happened to the disciples at the Transfiguration on the
mountain (Mark 9:2-9). Mysterium means to experience that which is
wholly other than ourselves, with wonder, even blank

stupor. Tremendum describes the terror, or dread, we have in the face of
the mysterium. 1 like to say it's the awful awe we experience when we
face something so much larger than ourselves. It's when we feel our small place in the midst of the huge
creation. [You've seen the image on the internet: the vast universe spreads out in front of you, and an arrow
points to a tiny, almost imperceptible dot with the phrase, "You are here!”] And, finally, is et fascinans, or the
charm, the attractiveness, that draws you to the mysterium despite the fear and dread. These three words,
and the depth of meanings behind them, describe so well what the Peter, James, and John must have felt
standing on that mountain with Jesus, Elijah, and Moses all aglow with divine light.

| am taken by the fact that the Christophany, the manifestation of Jesus as divine, as God, is done without any
words on the part of Jesus. There was no need for the Messiah to proclaim himself divine, to give a sermon to
make sure the disciples "got it,” to try to make sure these followers who just never seemed to figure things
out in the moment really understood what was happening. Jesus didn't need to take a selfie to prove he was
there. Jesus just simply needed to bath in the light and be present. God speaks, yes, but only in order for us to
understand clearly that this was God's Beloved and that we needed to listen to Jesus.

Of course, the real education comes on the way down. Jesus isn't quoted, but his message is loud and

clear. Don't talk about this, at least not until after | die. This would sound a bit jarring, except, if you notice,
it comes right after the end of Chapter 8 in Mark where Jesus has been teaching the disciples and preaching to
the crowds about his impending death and resurrection. He uses his signature, "Son Of Man,” to describe
himself, twisting it just a bit the familiar "Son Of God” terminology so many kings and emperors used about
themselves, and making it his own. In part he uses "Son Of Man” to remind us this very point: unlike the self-
aggrandizing human rulers, part of the plan for this divine messiah will be servanthood, even servanthood
unto death. That's never in the plan for a Caesar, for a President or Presidential Candidate, or even a King or
Queen (including David and Esther!). But it is de rigueur for a Messiah, for Jesus.

And this is the most surprising thing about the splendor of Jesus, the awesomeness of God: it comes at a
price. And unlike the fame and fortune of the wealthy and wise, the first cost is to the one who is shining
most brightly, the one on the pedestal, the one at the top of the mountain. Theologian Lamar Williamson, Jr.
points out this fundamental clue to the surprising mysterium tremendum et fascinans of Jesus. As he unpacks
what just happen as he comes down the mountain with Peter, James, and John, he tells them that nothing is
to be said about this experience until after they have seen him suffer, die, and rise again.*



You see, unlike human idols and superstars, who want you to see them in all their glory before the crash and
burn, tumble and fall from glory, Jesus doesn't want us to know his full glory until after we have seen him
suffer and die. Because, we must try to understand, that suffering is central to what his glory is! Itisn't at all
about lifting himself up over and above the rest of us. True divine glory is found on the path of suffering and
discipleship, for Jesus and for us all, and in no other way is this possible.

And, my beloved Regional Church friends and colleagues, this is why we must trek through Lent using all the
spiritual disciplines available to us: to fully and more honestly prepare ourselves for the glory of Easter to
come after (and through) the pain of Holy Week. To jump to the glorious resurrection of Easter Sunday
without walking the lonesome valley of the servant Jesus would be to echo the world's misunderstanding of
splendor. It would be to have mysterium fascinans without the mysterium tremendum., to try to experience
the fascination of splendor without the humbling fear and the candid dread necessary to make sure the glory
goes to our hearts and not to our head.

Let us hold faithfully the heartache and suffering of Jesus for the rest of these forty days, plus Sundays, and
then, and only then, will we truly be ready to receive the glory we know as the resurrected Christ fully,
completely, and honestly in our hearts and our lives thereafter. And we will be surprised by the power this
mysterium tremendum et fascinans has for ourselves and for the world.

Faithfully Yours,
Allen

ILamar Williamson, Jr. in Mark from the Interpretaion: A Bible Commentary For Teaching And Preaching (John
Knox Press, Atlanta, GA, 1983) pp. 160-161.

Rev. John Johnson Confirmed To Be New Regional Elder

At the February 24 Regional Church Council Meeting,
Rev. Allen Harris, Regional Minister, presented the name
of the Rev. John Johnson to be confirmed as new
Regional Elder for District 2 (in addition to the Rev. Kris
Eggert, who is already serving District 2). The Council
unanimously confirmed Rev. Johnson as new Regional
Elder and he will begin serving immediately.

Rev. John D. Johnson recently retired Senior Pastor of
Dunham Avenue Christian Church in Cleveland after
years of service and previously served as Associate
Pastor at St. Philips Christian Church in Cleveland and his
home church is Fifth Christian Church, also of Cleveland. He has served on the Regional Board, taught at Adult
Conference, was chaplain at the Cleveland Christian Home, He is a graduate of Marietta College and Ashland
Theological Seminary. He is a bi-vocational pastor and runs his own construction business. He recently
completed the Interim Ministers Training and is a District 2 Clergy participant. He is married to Robin Worthy-
Johnson and they are parents of eight children. His creed is from Philippians 4:13: "l can do all things through
Christ which strengthens me.”




Totally Eclipsed! at Camp Christian!

Update — Camp is filling up quick for this event, which is
wonderful! Be sure to register/RSVP as soon as possible so that

we can plan accordingly. If you do not register/RSVP ahead of \/| AN th @
time, we cannot guarantee that we will have enough eclipse

glasses, food, and/or accommodations for everyone. EC | | pS@ Qt
On April 8th there will be a total eclipse moving right through CQ Mm p
Ohio. Camp Christian will be in the area of totality (The moon ) )

will completely block out the light of the sun.) To celebrate, Ch l St| QN
Camp Christian is having a retreat whose whole purpose is to

share this once in a lifetime experience. As many schools will be -
closed on that Monday, this can be a whole family event. 1
Y Y Rpril 8, 2024

Come on Sunday night and share in a campfire complete with

s'mores and fellowship around the fire. On Monday morning we will share in breakfast and singing and lots of
appropriate crafts and activities or free time as you want. After lunch there will be more free time but also a
short workshop on camera settings for the event. Eyeglasses will be available for each person (who has signed
up ahead of time) to protect their eyes. At around 3:08pm we will gather for the big event. It will be over by
3:30. Afterwards we can share in each other's experiences or have more free time and supper. The day will
end with a short vespers service so everyone can get home before it gets too late.

In case of a cloudy day, we will watch the eclipse on the NASA channel in the Dining Hall.

There are lots of options for overnight accommodations for individuals and families. The lodge (note, the
lodge is full and is now on a waitlist) and cabins are available, as well as designated spots at Camp Christian for
tents and RVs.

We look forward to sharing this experience with you!

Please note: it is FREE to come to Camp to view the eclipse. The meals, accommodations, and workshop have a
fee but are optional.

Details at https://www.ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx?events=11244&action=details
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2024 Camp Christian Staff Applications!

JOIN QUR TEAM

Positions Available:

* Maintenance Staff
.- Culinary Staff

* Support Staff

* Camp Nurse

Starting at: $400/ Week

CAMP

CHRISTIAN
n—

RETREAT AND CONFERENCE CENTER

*  Camp Office Assistant

Contact: Bruce Bowerman-Jett
bbowerman-jett@ccinoh.org

Our Camp is truly a place where people encounter Jesus
and a loving community in a real and significant manner.
You can be part of that wonderful ministry in 2024.

. If you or someone you know would be interested in this
fun and fulfilling service ministry, please apply or
encourage them to apply today. There are opportunities
for young adults in our traditional Summer Staff roles,
but also for adults of all ages.

In addition to Salary, Staff have all their meals at Camp
Christian taken care of, and housing is provided.

The application is posted on our website at https://www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian/summer-
programs/camp-christian-summer-staff.aspx

Women's Prayer Breakfast
Saturday, March 9th
Destiny Center, Cincinnati

Featuring Claudia Stephens
Founder of Steps of H.O.P.E.

‘, Deborah Women
X Stil 1 Rise

—
-~

S WOMEN
/=" DRAYER

" BREAKFAST

VENUE:
Destiny Center Saturday March 9 2024

2645 W. North Bend Road 10:00am
Cincinnati OH 45239

Tickets $20.00
Available on Eventbrite

https://www.eventbrite. com/e/still-i-rise-women-prayer-breakfast-tickets-818949328487?affoddtdtcreator

For more information call CJ 513-2575763 or
claudellajk@gmail,com
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Attention Men!
YOU are invited to a Men's Retreat, organized by Northwest Christian Church
at Camp Christian March 15-17

The Retreat will once again feature the Regional Minister for the Mid-America Region, Rev. Paul Koch.

Theme: Order, Disorder, Reorder
A Toolbox for Men in Seasons of Change

For more information, or if you have any questions, please contact Northwest Christian Church at
office@northwestchristian.org

Registration is through the Congregation's donation page https://northwestchristian.org/donate/

Camp Christian
10335 Maple Dell Rd

Marysville, OH 43040 March 15-17 (Friday dinner -

Cost for 2 nights and 5 meals ’ 4 Sunday worship)
$150. Work 2 hours on y M EN S '

Sunday, cost is only $115. {
Saturday-only $60. Additional R ET R E AT Retreat Leader
/ Paul Koch, Regional Minister
DOC Mid America Region

contributions welcome.

Register by March 5 and pay

online at:
https://northwestchristian.org/
donate/ — EpguE Order

e Disorder
or pay by cash or check at the
retreat. Reorder
OR, contact Northwest A TOOlbOX for Men
Christian Church (614-457- in seasons of change
6290) or Sam Moore (614-634- (Men, bring a tool with you
2065)

representing an important time in
your life!)

The East Ohio Conference of The UMC invites you to
Small Church Advantage: Worship Practices

East Ohio Conference
Thursday, Mar 14th, 9:30am - 2:30pm

At the Simpson United Methodist Church in Canton, OH . The United Methodist Church

If you are a church which worships under 50 on a Sunday morning, come to this exciting workshop! This
workshop explores the creative and engaging way smaller congregations can worship and celebrates your
amazing connection.

Held at Simpson UMC in Canton and designed for small teams of pastoral and lay leadership, March 14th
could lead to transformative worship practices for you.
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Led by Teresa Steward, the author of Small Church Advantage, this is a workshop that truly celebrates the
energy and passion small congregations can bring to worship.

It is free to attend, but please register by March 7th. Please also share this invite with other churches that you
know might be interested!

For United Methodist Churches, you will be provided with 3 books for your congregation. Bring cash to buy
more if like. For non-UMC churches please bring cash to purchase any resources and/or to make a donation
towards the event.

For more information and to register: https://www.ticketleap.events/tickets/eocumc/small-church-
advantage-worship-practices-2092016880

Pro-Reconciliation Anti-Racism Awareness

\:____ . Conversation
PRO-RBLONEILIATION March 23rd, 2024

Christian Church at Camp Christian, 10335 Maple Dell Rd., Marysville, OH

Disciples of
Christ /IA 43040

This workshop is designed for new and current ministers

wishing to gain or maintain standing with the Christian

. Church in Ohio. United Church of Christ and other
Ohio Ministers are also welcome to attend for their

ANTI=RACISM denominational requirements. Camp Christian

Counselors are also encouraged to attend.

Attendees will gather for a day of conversation to help raise awareness about Pro Reconciliation and Anti-
Racism and how each of us can effect change. We will discuss various aspects and experiences of Racism and
provide a safe place to start conversations in hopes of moving each of us forward in our Pro- Reconciliation
and Anti-Racism Ministry commitment.

Registration is limited to 25 attendees, so get registered today!

Also, the Pro-Reconciliation Anti-Racism Commission is looking for new members. If you have an interest in
joining us, please contact Co-Chair, Pastor Jeff Wilder at mastermasonjeff@gmail.com.
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Re-Imagining Vitality in Small Churches - SPIRE Center
Learning Opportunity March 9t

The Living Water Association of the United Church of
Christ is pleased to announce this season's first learning
opportunity and welcomes Christian Church in Ohio to
participate. In their first session, Rev. Dr. Monica
Dawkins-Smith is facilitating a conversation on small
church vitality this upcoming Saturday morning, March
9t at 9:30 a.m. Throughout the scriptures, God has
used small, committed groups of people to transform
their communities and the world. God's Spirit is still at
work in our small churches and invites us to imagine the
possibilities for compelling mission that leads to
increased vitality and growth. Sign up with this link.

The Rev. Dr. Monica Dawkins-Smith is an ordained minister in the United Church of Christ (UCC). She has
served in several leadership roles in the UCC: National Church staffer, Conference Minister, senior pastor of
churches in Pennsylvania, Indiana, and a new church start. The congregations lived out their mission to love
God and neighbor by engaging intentional community outreach addressing issues of poverty, hunger and
bullying in schools.

Information on all the Living Water Association Spring 2024 Learning Opportunities is now available on the
SPIRE Center website.

Spiritual Searcher with Rev. Dr. Otis Moss Il
SPIRITUAL SEARCHER WEEKEND At Community Christian, Columbus

Saturday, April 13, 2024

SATURDAY, APRIL 13 . _19-
9.30 AM 0301 9:30 am - 12:30 pm at the North Campus

FIRST COMMUNITY Presentation and Q & A

NORTH SANCTUARY

' Sunday, April 14, 2024
SUNDAY, APRIL 14 atid Preaching all 3 Services, which are held at BOTH

PREACHING ALL THREE
WORSHIP SERVICES Campuses. 2 at the North Campus, and 1 at the South

FIRST COMMUNITY N i/ Campus
NORTH & SOUTH 27 3 f Z o . . .
L | s “= (click link above for times and locations)

= About Rev. Dr. Otis Moss I
"Senior Pastor of Trinity United Church of Christ in
Chicago, Dr. Otis Moss lll is a preacher, activist, and author. A third-generation warrior for civil and human
rights, Dr. Moss is committed to preaching a prophetic message of love and justice, which he believes are
inseparable companions that form the foundation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ."

All are welcome to join us at any of the services on Sunday, no registration necessary.

More info at https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/46bd91d7-90ad-44a9-8d81-5355302e03b5
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SAVE THE DATE for the next Lay Preaching Academy
Featuring the Rev. Nichole Mazza-Fredley
Workshop Leader - Sermon Writing

April 20, 2024 at Camp Christian
Sponsored by the Regional Elders, the purpose of this program is

to train a group of lay (non-clergy) preachers to fill pulpits in our
Ohio churches either short term or long term.

You do not need to have attended previously to register for this i CAMP
training. There will also an option to stay the night before at Camp CHRISTIAN
Christian. APRIL 20TH

More details and registration coming soon!

2 Workshops offer by Fifth Christian Church, Cincinnati
Stopping Generational Curses and Starting Generational Blessings Workshop
Saturday, May 18th

In this workshop participants explore and invite spiritual deliverance for themselves and their family.

Restoring and Delivering Children and Families Blessing for Children
Sunday, May 19th

Linked HERE is a PDF with more details and links for both of these workshops.

Adult Conference - Save the Date!
June 17 - 21, 2024

Adult Conference
June 17-21, 2024 .

Northwest Christian Church, . i
Upper Arlington, Ohio Jointly sponsored by the Heartland

Conference of the United Chﬂ[ch of ’ o
Christ and the Christian Churchin .

Re-member, Ohio (Disciples of Christ) el
Re-new, E : " i
Re-vitalize, § s il
. Rejoice! ‘ * £ T
Hud _oAG»Tomn: 70
: ‘ Hhe L “Do not conform to the pattern of this "’
& ® world, but be transformed by the
: . renewing of your mind”


https://www.ccinoh.com/media/370395/cincinnati__fifth_cc_worshops.pdf

National Convocation Biennial Session — Save the Date!
July 11-14, 2024, Greensboro, North Carolina

More information at https://www.nationalconvocation.org/biennialsession.

& SAVE
(N¥e)
o |

27TH BIENNIAL
al el e
SESSION |
THE PREMIER CHURCH & FAMILY EVENT
WITH A PROGRESSIVE EDGE

JULY 11-14, 2024
GREENSBORO, NC

WWW.NATIONALCONVOCATION.ORG e

. Overland Park, KS

Summer Camp and Conference! ’
There are Summer Programs at Camp Christian for Children Iyl ‘f\“""' — 2@% N
and Youth from Kindergarten through 12th grade, as well as “

Advance Conference for Young Adults. You will also note the S‘EMMER

two Disciples Fellowship Retreats which are open to all ages.

We have also included Adult Conference, which is open to all mm

adults and is held at Northwest Christian Church in Columbus. %{;’:
Q30

Registration and more details will be available NEXT WEEK.

CAMPS,
The full schedule is posted on our yo [} S CONFERENCES
website https://www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian.aspx as well @ ¢RETREATS
as each date on the Regional Calendar. RO acE
. Wud
Linked HERE is a poster which features both the Christian @QIHIOREGION b\ﬁ

Church in Ohio Camps and Conferences, as well as those
offered by the Heartland Conference United Church of Christ.

We hope you'll save the dates and share this schedule with folks from your Congregations, Families, and
Communities!!
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Quarter Life Retreat — Save the Date

Adults 25-45-ish

are invited to

8 ’ ea spend the day
together as we

build community

a and look at
different ways we

all navigate life

Held in the Monroe Lodge at Camp Christian - an
option to stay overnight at camp will be available

Satur day Registration

Ma 4th, information
024 coming soon!
Oam to 5pm




District 1 Men's Rally Learns About Eclipse Planning,
Celebrates The Power Of Music

April 8, 2024 Total Solar Eclipse
T7-35 Days

The District 1 Men's Rally was held on Sunday, March 3
at First Christian Church of Bowling Green. The keynote
presentation was by Jeff Klein from the Wood County
Emergency Management Agency who talked about the
preparations happening around the county and state to
deal with the massive influx of visitors for the April 8t
solar eclipse. For worship, our preacher for the day, the
Rev. Gene Sugg, offered an interactive sermon about the
power of music and how music can inspire us to adapt
and to change as God calls us to grow. This was
followed by a wonderful meal prepared by the women
of the congregation and served by the men.

Thanks to the leaders of First Christian Church and their Pastor, Rev. Gene Sugg, for doing such a wonderful
job hosting. Host leader was Steve Riewaldt, musicians were Pastor Mark Harris and Diane Morlock. Our
District 1 Regional Elder, Rev., Heather Schimmel, led the business meeting, and, again, the women of FCC did
a phenomenal job fixing a *very* tasty dinner and the men of the church did a great job serving it!

Business Procedures for the Upcoming Regional Assembly

Even though our upcoming Regional Assembly will be held jointly with the Heartland Conference United
Church of Christ September 27-28 we will still need to have a separate Business Session for the Christian
Church in Ohio. To prepare for this here are the requirements for possible business items:

From the Regional Church Bylaws:

ARTICLE | — BUSINESS PROCEDURES FOR REGIONAL ASSEMBLY Section 1.

Business items or resolutions for the Regional Assembly may be presented by Congregations or
instrumentalities of the Christian Church in Ohio (Disciples of Christ) forty-five (45) days prior to the convening
of the Assembly [this will be August 13 for the 2024 Assembly]. Those business items or resolutions will be
published to congregations and instrumentalities of the Christian Church in Ohio no later than fifteen (15) days
prior to the Assembly [this will be September 12 for the 2024 Assembly].

Emergency resolutions submitted by or through the Executive Committee of the Regional Church Council will
be available for review at the Assembly.

Section 2. Ordained and Commissioned Ministers having standing in the Christian Church in Ohio (Disciples of
Christ) and laity who are participating members of local congregations in the Christian Church in Ohio
(Disciples of Christ) shall have voting rights in the business sessions of the Regional Assembly.




SUPPORTING ACCOMPANYING Green Chalice Announces Justice and Creation Summer

CONGREGATIONAL AND LEARNING WITH .
RESILIENCE YOUNG PEOPLE Fe"OWShIp

l“STICE & CREATION The Green Chalice Ministry and Disciples Home Missions
FELLOWSH“’ are launching a summer pilot project, offering grants of

GRANT $3000 to DOC churches, regions, and camps (with
LEARN MORE AT preference given to churches). These grants aim to
WWW.GREENCHALICE.ORG support the development of youth and young adult
APP. DEADLINE OrEIRL T R AT leaders (ages 16-26) engaged in the spiritual movement

APRIL 15

MINISTRY SITES

for creation care, climate justice, and/or social justice.
[ T— (¢ . .

bl e & A central goal of this grant program is to foster a culture
o of curiosity, connection, compassion and justice in faith
leadership that goes beyond a focus on individual
behaviors to collectively address the institutions and systems responsible for the present crises. Grants will
promote a creation justice movement that recognizes and engages the root causes of injustice, climate crisis
and systemic change. Priority will be given to those seeking to advance justice, creation care, and climate
solutions that effectively center the needs of those most impacted by environmental degradation and the
climate crisis. Ministries led by and or served by Black, Indigenous, and People of Color communities are
highly encouraged to apply. We are seeking 12 ministry sites for this pilot project. Fill out this interest
form or email Rev. Scott Hardin-Nieri with questions shardinnieri@dhm.disciples.org

MADE POSSIBLE BY GENEROSITY OF THE PEOPLE OF
| HEIGHTS CHRISTIAN CHURCH

To read more about these grants, go online here: https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/announcing-justice-
and-creation-summer-fellowship-grants/

DHM March Webinar for Clergy and Lay Leaders

This year will not be easy, but our work as called ministers has never been that. Cable news wants to
shepherd our people, yet we have the opportunity to teach new language that offers greater understanding of
the world we care for as followers of Jesus. Disciples Home Missions has brought together a wonderful panel
of church leaders for its next online webinar "An Intersectional Gospel: Faith that Reaches Beyond Comfort,"
on Thursday, March 21, 2024, from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. (Eastern). They will discuss how the Good News is
for everyone. We need such messages to travel and take root. Please invite and share this opportunity in your
congregation and around your district.

Registration Link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/an-intersectional-gospel-faith-that-reaches-beyond-
comfort-tickets-852321084307

An Intersectional Gospel: Faith that Reaches Beyond Comfort Tickets, Thu, Mar 21, 2024 at 11:00 AM |
Eventbrite
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LUNCH HOUR WEBINAR

An Intersectional Gospel:
Faith that Reaches Beyond Comfort

Thursday, March 21, 2024
11:00am to 12:30pm Eastern

Eventbrite Registration

Dr. Irie Lynne Session is an award-winning minister, pastor, author, TEDx presenter, spiritual
entrepreneur, transformation strategist, and Womanist practitioner. Raised in the South Bronx
and the New York City Housing Projects, she began her service to humanity by ministering to
those marginalized in society due to incarceration, addiction, commercial sexual exploitation,
prostitution, and HIV/AIDS histories. Dr. Irie holds a degree in Social Work from Oklahoma
Christian University; a Master of Divinity from Brite Divinity School; and a Doctor of Ministry in
Transformative Leadership and Prophetic Preaching from Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity
School. ,Dr. Irie is currently the Co-Pastor of The Gathering, A Womanist Church of the Christian
Church.

Rev. Gabriel Lopez co-Pastors Iglesia Cristiana del Este de Whittier/East Whittier Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) - a Latinx congregation in the city of Whittier, Ca. He is a
bivocational pastor who also serves as the Director of Diversity, Equity, Belonging and
Accessibility with the Pension Fund of the Christian Church. Rev. Gabriel Lopez is an
immigrant from Guadalajara, Mexico. He was brought to the U.S at the age of seven when his
parents began a ministry in Huntington Park, CA. His experience as an immigrant has shaped
his passion for ministry in the Latinx context of the 1st generation immigrant church and the
2nd generation Latinx church.

Amy Lindeman Allen is Indiana Christian Church Associate Professor of New Testament at
Christian Theological Seminary. She is an ordained minister in the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA) and currently serving on the pastoral staff at Good Samaritan
Episcopal Church in Brownsburg, Indiana. Her research centers around the Synoptic Gospels
and its intersections with people on the margins. She is especially interested in the presence of
children in the gospels. This is the topic of her two books: For Theirs is the Kingdom: Inclusion
and Participation of Children in the Gospel According to Luke and The Gifts They Bring: How
Children in the Gospels Can Shape Inclusive Ministry.

Scott Hardin-Nieri is partner, dad, spiritual director, pastor, and sojourner. He is working with
people and communities that are loving one another, their neighbors and creation as the
Director/Minister of Bethany Congregations, a ministry of the Bethany Fellows, and Co-Minister
of Green Chalice of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Prior to living in North Carolina,
Scott and his family served in the vulnerable cloud forest of Monteverde, Costa Rica. He seeks
to build stories of resilience through intentional gratitude, honored grief, wise discernment, and
embodied action. Scott is an ordained pastor with the Christian Church.

Rev. Brian Frederick-Gray is Director for Justice and Advocacy Ministries for
DHM. He also serves as Director of Mission Support & The Peace Intern
Program equipping young adults as ambassadors for peace and justice with
Disciples Peace Fellowship. Prior to that he served seven years as Senior
Minister at First Christian Church in Scottsdale, AZ.. Rev. Frederick-Gray is a
graduate of Texas Christian University and received his Master of Divinity from DISCIPLES
Vanderbilt Divinity School, and is an ordained minister in the Christian Church.

Home Missions
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Chapman University Seeks Church Relations Director

Chapman University is looking for a deeply gifted Disciples or
UCC minister to be the next Director of Church Relations!
Chapman is seeking a candidate who can shepherd recruiting
and fundraising efforts among Disciples and United Church of
Christ congregations as well as offer exceptional chaplaincy
service to the Chapman University community.

For more information about this job posting, please visit:
https://chapman.peopleadmin.com/postings/33581

N CHAPMAN
AN UNIVERSITY

Pastoral and Congregational News

Rev. John Johnson Retires As Pastor Of Dunham Avenue Christian
Church (pictured left)

Rev. Debbie Kautz has been called to the Blanchard Valley Health
System in Findlay, Ohio as a PRN chaplain.

On February 27 the Rev. Thomas Barnes concluded his service as
President of the Metropolitan Area Religious Coalition of Cincinnati
(MARCC) after two years. Previously Rev. Thomas served for three
years as Senior Vice President. The Christian Church in Ohio offers
our deepest appreciation and words of congratulations to Rev.
Barnes for his stellar service to the greater Cincinnati community in

~ this role. To learn more about MARCC go online to:

https://marcconline.com/
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Fifth Christian Church of Cleveland, Ohio is celebrating it's
60™ Anniversary with a banquet on Saturday, March 9t and
then an entire month of festivities. The Rev. Dr. Timothy
James, former Pastor and former Executive Minister of the
National Convocation, will be guest speaker for the
banquet. The Rev. E. Regis Bunch is Senior Pastor of the
congregation.

We're celebrating all month!

3/3 11:00 International Women's Day

3/9 4:00 Banquet at Signature Event Center

3/10 11:00 Recognition of all past and present clergy
3/17 11:00 Looking to the Future

3/23 3:30 Anniversary concert directed by Mrs. Le'shawn
Shawnee Sykes-Milton

3/24 11:00 Founder's Day

Sixtieth

i
Annwersary

Banguel~

. SIGNATURE EVENTS CENTER AND €
. I361 EAST 260TH ST, EUCLID, OH 4

CELL NUMBER: 216 - 832 - 6131

1964 - 2024

Fifth Christian Church is located at 14109 Benwood Avenue, Cleveland Ohio 44128

JUSIWOMEN i Rev. Dr. Judy Alston, Associate Pastor of Woodland Christian Church in

BE MY GUEST:

Columbus and Regional Elder for District 9, was one of several Disciples women
who are a part of the 2024 Just Women Bible Study.

She writes about it as an "intersections of my pastoral and academic
calling.” Rev. Dr. Alston wrote a study lesson on Lydia as a model of a true
worship leader in the context of critical servant leadership.

ATRUEWORSHIP f Copjes can be ordered at Rev. Dr. Alston was also featured in the Cincinnati

LEADER u—

Month.

BIC-COLL AGE

Business Courier's "People on the Move” series in celebration of Black History



Community Christian Church in North Canton, Ohio was able to

help erase $1 Million in medical debt to honor their pastor, the Rev.

Dr. Sarah Taylor-Peck anniversary of serving the congregation as
Senior Pastor.

In commemoration of Taylor-Peck's 10th pastoral anniversary,

Community Christian Church raised $10,000 for R.I.P. Medical Debt,

a national nonprofit that multiplied the donation by 100, which
generated S1 million in medical-debt relief. Church members were
asked to donate at least $10, or amounts in increments of 10. This
effort received attention in the news.

Read more about this wonderful effort here:
https://www.aol.com/community-christian-church-helps-erase-
103325604.html

Harmony Springs Christian Church
Provides Tech Recycling Box

and our community!

Subscribe to the Disciples News Service Newsletter

The Disciples News Service distributes a weekly e-mail news briefs
of events and information about the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ). In addition, regular communications from the General
Minister and President are routinely sent to subscribers.

This service is free to anyone with an e-mail address. To begin
receiving your DNS e-mail newsletter, or to make changes to your
current subscription, please follow this link:
https://disciples.org/dns/subscribe-to-dns/

Starting February 6th if you or someone you know has any old electronics they
are going to throw away, bring them down to the Harmony Springs Christian
Church in Green's e-waste drop off bin. Summit E-Waste will then recycle
them properly instead of them ending up in the landfill.

Just another way this faithful congregation is trying to help our environment

DISCIPLES
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