
Ohio Regional Newsletter ~ February 2024 
 
Editor's Note: for this month's Regional Church reflection we have invited the Rev. Timothy McCollum to share 
some thoughts on preaching.  Thank you, Rev. McCollum, 
for your wisdom and faithfulness!  AVH 
 
Free the pulpit ... 
By Rev. Timothy McCollum 
Bazetta Christian Church, Cortland 
 
I have an invitation for you, for pastors and for churches. 
Bring more voices to your pulpit. 
 
A great many of us revere the pulpit for a great many 
reasons. And it's my experience those conversations are 
often worth having. Yet sometimes, our traditions or 
expectations bind up the wonder of God movements by 
restricting it to a single story, the one our 
paid/primary/lead pastor brings. 
 
This is my 24th year in ministry. I've seen a few things. And 
for many of those years, I fiercely guarded the pulpit as 
"my” pulpit. Not necessarily because I thought I was the best preacher in the world, I'm not. Most often, I 
guarded the pulpit because I knew that it was my primary experience with most of my congregation from 
week to week. And my value as a pastor was significantly measured by my presence in the pulpit. 
 
God called me into a season of ministry that changed that perspective. I was called to lead a church that had 
an associate ministry on staff who was dearly loved. And she could preach. She brought stories of Jesus work 
in her life to the pulpit that I could never bring, and she used those stories to call the body of faith into a 
deeper walk with Christ. I even was a bit jealous the days that I heard members praise her sermons because it 
helped them see things differently. But of course, that's the work isn't it, helping one another see the 
ourselves, the world, and our place in it differently.. Through the eyes of Jesus. 
 
It wasn't easy for me, to give up the pulpit. I had to deal with issues of worth assigned to that vocation. Yet it 
only took a few weeks before I realized how that freedom made space for other parts of my pastoral vocation, 
spiritual leadership, administrative leadership, congregational care and so many others. Often the work of 
pastoral ministry is overloaded with a vast array of challenges and opportunities. Most of which our 
congregation does not see because they don't happen on Sunday mornings. And still they are essential works 
of pastoral leadership. Those weeks I wasn't preaching, I was able to give so much more to those other areas 
of ministry. It was such an incredible gift. 
 
I've come to see the pulpit as a place of much needed diversity. And while I know that term is often quite 
loaded politically, it should be loaded spiritually. I love Paul's message through Ephesians 4 that we are all 
called to build one another up. We share the work in many different ways, each one bringing a gift that God is 
bringing to life in them. 
 
And while it's easy in large churches with multiple pastors to share the load, I propose its more important than 
ever in our smaller churches. There are numbers of retired pastors who have words to share. There are people 



emerging in our pews with powerful testimonies they don't know how to share because they've never been 
given the space. There are ministry organizations in our communities doing powerful work eager to share how 
God is working through them to make a difference and looking to partner with others that God's Kin_dom 
work can grow. I don't even have space to how much the impact of diverse voices can benefit not only our 
congregations but also our pastors... especially our part time, bi vocational pastors who are juggling plates of 
responsibility that are difficult to imagine. 
 
We might not ever realize the way a different story can help make the presence of Jesus real in someone's life 
until we make room for different stories to be told.  Let Jesus speak from the pulpit in all the many voices that 
Jesus brings. 

 
I love you and I know God loves you more than you can imagine, p.t. 

 

 
 
This year we are pleased to share our 2024 Lenten Devotional for use 
by individuals, families, congregations, and communities of faith 
throughout the season.  We are honored that the Rev. Heather 
Schimmel agreed to coordinate and edit this year's Lenten Devotional 
and we thank her immensely for guiding this project through its 
wonderful conclusion.  The complete booklet is attached to this email 
and posted on our website. If you have not already signed up for the 
daily email to have each devotion sent directly to your email, please 
send a request to ccio@ccinoh.org and you will be added. 
 
Here is Rev. Schimmel's introduction to the Devotional: 
 
I believe we are all tied together in and by God's love and when we 
share in the God moments of life with each other we open the doors 
to grow in relationships.  Faithing is not a journey taken alone, but is a 
richly communal experience.  After prayer and reflection I asked 
several people to join me in writing this devotional.  As I had hoped, 
each contribution is precious and offers a glimpse into the God fabric 
that is being woven with our lives in community. 

 
As you walk through this Devotional some days may offer something new in a challenge.  We all faith 
differently and so I have included some challenges to engage.  I suggest just trying.  It might open something 
different for your faith journey. 
 
I want to thank everyone who contributed.  They gave from their hearts and exposed a little bit of themselves 
in special ways.  I pray we grow closer as family as we share in the weaving of God's love in our lives through 
Lent. 
 
May you know the Presence of God holding you, wrapping you in love, and guiding your steps to the cross, the 
empty tomb and beyond.  AMEN 
 
Rev Heather Schimmel 
Lyons Christian Church 
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Camp Christian Staff 
 
The 2024 Camp Christian Staff Application Now 
Available! 
 
Our Camp is truly a place where people encounter Jesus 
and a loving community in a real and significant manner. 
You can be part of that wonderful ministry in 2024. 
 
If you or someone you know would be interested in this 
fun and fulfilling service ministry, please apply or 
encourage them to apply today. There are opportunities 
for young adults in our traditional Summer Staff roles, 
but also for adults of all ages. 
 
In addition to the salary, staff have all their meals at Camp Christian taken care of, and housing is provided. 
 
The application is attached to this email, as well as posted on our website at https://www.ccinoh.com/camp-
christian/summer-programs/camp-christian-summer-staff.aspx 
 

 
 
Spiritual Life Retreat Explores A "Sustainable Hope” 
 
Over sixty clergy from at least five different denominations as well as from several states gathered at Camp 
Christian January 31 to February 2 for our annual Clergy Spiritual Life Retreat.  This year we were graced by 
the presence and leadership of singer/songwriter and retreat leader Carrie Newcomer.  Guided by the theme, 
""A Great Wild Mercy: Sustainable Hope and the Practice of Presence,” we prayed, listened, sang, reflected, 
laughed, wrote a song, encouraged one another, and spent time in silence together. 
 
In addition to the calm and creative guidance of Carrie Newcomer which she interspersed with songs and 
poetry, attendees shared in worship led by members of the Spiritual Life Committee, had an afternoon of 
exploring spiritual practices, also led by committee members, and enjoyed conversation around meals all 
while enjoying the beauty of Camp Christian.  Thursday night was devoted entirely to a concert by Carrie 
Newcomer with her music and poetry inspiring all who were present. 
 
The retreat was jointly co-sponsored by the Heartland Conference of the United Church of Christ and the 
Christian Church in Ohio (Disciples of Christ).  Thanks to several generous donors for making it possible to 
bring such a well-known and gifted retreat leader to Ohio. 
 
Thank you to our Spiritual Life Committee and the Rev. Beckie Linn Gregory Shelton for planning and leading 
this retreat.  A special word of thanks goes out to the Rev. Terry Bartlett for the photos of the retreat!  Thanks, 
also, to the Regional Church and Camp Christian staff who really went the extra mile to make this event as 
excellent and successful as possible.  
 
These are just a few of Rev. Bartlett's amazing photos from the Retreat, please see our Facebook Album form 
more. 

http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2350&m=2480&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=12901&l=-https--www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian/summer-programs/camp-christian-summer-staff.aspx
http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2350&m=2480&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=12901&l=-https--www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian/summer-programs/camp-christian-summer-staff.aspx
http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2350&m=2480&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=12902&l=-https--www.facebook.com/media/set/--Q-set--E-a.786951416803783--A-type--E-3
http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2350&m=2480&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=12901&l=-https--www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian/summer-programs/camp-christian-summer-staff.aspx


 

 
If you were in attendance and would like to add some of your photos to this album, please email them to 
ccio@ccinoh.org (or reply to the follow up email you were sent.) 
 

 
 
Rev. Paul Johnson Pencil Sharpener Museum 
By Rev. Dr. Brad Donahue 
 
The Hocking Hills has many wonderful attractions, from 
Old Man's Cave to several state parks and lot of 
restaurants and hiking trails. 
 
One of the most unique attractions in the Hocking Hills, 
and one of the most unique museums in Ohio has a 
special connection to the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) and the Ohio region. 
 
This attraction is the recently re-dedicated Rev. Paul A. 
Johnson Pencil Sharpener Museum. The Museum is 
located at the Hocking Hills Visitors' Center on Route 
664 in Logan, Ohio. 
 
Many Ohio Disciples will remember Rev. Johnson who 
served the Hocking Valley Parish for many years and 
who in addition to being active in the region, was the 
first regional elder for District 13/14. 
 
When He retired, like many pastors and others, he had a 
bit of adjustment. The story is told that his wife 
suggested that he start collecting pencil sharpeners. It was a half joke, but he ran with it. 
 
Over the years his collection was the subject of newspaper articles, magazine articles, and was featured in 
Ripley's Believe or not. It consist of thousands of pencil sharpers, no two are alike. It is said to be the largest 
collection in the world. 
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He eventually placed the collection in an outbuilding at his home and opened it to the public. When he passed, 
the family loaned the building and the collection to the Hocking Valley Visitor's Center in Logan.  
 
Recently, the original building had to be replaced. The new building features state of the art museum cases 
and also houses a separate collection that was recently added. 
 
The recent rededication was attended by members of Rev. Johnson's family and local officials 
 
You can read more about this unique collection at: https://www.explorehockinghills.com/ 
 
So retired pastors, what keeps you busy? 
 

 
 

Totally Eclipsed! at Camp Christian! 
 
On April 8th there will be a total eclipse moving right through 
Ohio. Camp Christian will be in the area of totality (The moon 
will completely block out the light of the sun.)   
 
To celebrate, Camp Christian is having a retreat whose whole 
purpose is to share this once in a lifetime experience.  As many 
schools will be closed on that Monday, this can be a whole 
family event.  
 
Come on Sunday night and share in a campfire complete with 
s'mores and fellowship around the fire.  On Monday morning 
we will share in breakfast and singing and lots of appropriate 
crafts and activities or free time as you want.  After lunch there 
will be more free time but also a short workshop on camera 

settings for the event.  Eyeglasses will be available for each person (who has signed up ahead of time) to 
protect their eyes.  At around 3:08pm we will gather for the big event.  It will be over by 3:30. Afterwards we 
can share in each other's experiences or have more free time and supper. The day will end with a short 
vespers service so everyone can get home before it gets too late.  
 
In case of a cloudy day, we will watch the eclipse on the NASA channel in the Dining Hall. 
 
There are lots of options for overnight accommodations for individuals and families.  The lodge (note, the 
lodge is full and is now on a waitlist) and cabins are available, as well as designated spots at Camp Christian for 
tents and RVs. 
 
We look forward to sharing this experience with you! 
 
Please note: it is FREE to come to Camp to view the eclipse. The meals, accommodations, and workshop have a 
fee but are optional. 
 
Details at https://www.ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx?events=11244&action=details 
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Adult Conference - Save the Date! 
June 17 - 21, 2024 

 
 

 
 
Holy Land Briefing - February 12th 
 
Want to know what's happening in Israel and Palestine 
right now? Come Meet Rev. Dr. Jack Sara, President 
of Bethlehem Bible College for an on-the-ground report.  
 
Jack is a native born Palestinian Christian and is in the 
area for just a few days. A fellow Palestinian, Father 
Nabil A. Fino, has graciously offered to host a 
luncheon this coming Monday, February 12 at St. James 
Orthodox Church, 6577 Branch Hill, Miamiville Rd, 
Loveland, Ohio 45140. We will start at 11:30 am.  
 
To find out more you can contact John Wagner, 937-
269-1661 and johnwagnerumkr@gmail.com .  
 
Please consider hearing this report on the war and human rights.  
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Men's Gathering with Derek Maul! 
Upping our Game 
(as Christians, as church members, as human beings) 
 
Saturday, February 17 (9:30am to 2pm)     
The Lodge at Allardale 
(Allerdale Park –141 Remsen Rd, Medina, OH) 
Suggested donation at the event - $25 (includes lunch) 
 
FCC Wadsworth and FCC Medina are excited to bring 
Christian Author and Journalist, Derk Maul to NE Ohio the 
weekend of February 17th.  On Saturday morning, we will 
hold a half day Men's Gathering/Retreat where Derek will 
lead us in a program designed to explore the question of 

"How does church fit into our most fundamental and essential needs/aspirations as human beings?” 
 
Derek has inspired our group over the past couple of years with his contagious and very genuine faith as we 
have used his men's ministry books and study materials.  We would like to extend an invitation to other 
churches in the Ohio region to meet and engage in person with Derek. 
 
Who is Derek Maul?   As a Presbyterian pastor's spouse, Derek has helped redefine and reinvigorate ministry 
to men. Eight books, countless articles, and a widely read blog have created a national platform to share his 
passion for life and for following Jesus.  
 
Derek was raised in England, then became a naturalized American after graduating Stetson University in 
Florida (where he studied psychology, played soccer, and met his wife, Rebekah). Derek added a degree in 
education and became known for his innovative work with emotional disturbed and autistic children. Derek 
also enjoys photography, cooking, travel with Rebekah, golf, and walking his 105-pound Retriever, Max.   (You 
can follow him at www.derekmaul.blog ) 
 
For Registration, click HERE to go to their online Google Form and sign-up. 
 

 
 
Association of Disciples Musicians 2024 Conference Registration Is Open 
 
Attached are both the February ADM Newsletter and the 2024 
Conference Registration Form.  Due to their adjusting to new 
software in the Church's Communication Department, the 
Conference Registration Form will be on the ADM website a little 
later. 
 
As always suggested, please forward this to anyone you know who 
could benefit from membership with ADM and attending the first 
conference after a four-year hiatus.  Thank you, Regional Offices for 
sending this to each of your churches! 
 
The ADM Planning Team and Council 
ADMupdate@outlook.com 
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Webinar Opportunity for Pastors and Leaders of Small Congregations 
Restructuring Governance For Small Congregations 
 
The UCC Living Water Association (Northeast Ohio) Minister Rev. Nayiri 
Karjian will lead a session online on Wednesday, February 21st from 
6:30-8 pm. 
 
Whether you're a pastor or a lay leader, your church's governing 
documents are your best friend. They'll help you manage conflict, 
prevent volunteer fatigue, and focus on what matters most. Rev. Karjian 
is experienced in helping churches right-size their organization. In this 
session, she presents a model of effective church governance for 
smaller congregations. You'll receive an overview of best practice for 
church governance and guidance on how to get the process of review 
and renewal started. 
 
Register yourself and your team at this website: https://livingwaterone.org/restructuring-governance-for-
small-congregations/ 
 

 
 

The Past, Present, and Future of New Church:  
A Conversation with former General Minister & 
President Rev. Dr. Dick Hamm 
Webinar, Wednesday, March 6 at 3:00pm est 
 
As we begin to unpack all that is DisciplesNEXT, we first 
look to where this whole thing began: the 2020 Vision. 
In this conversation with 2020 Vision author and former 
General Minister and President, Rev. Dr. Dick Hamm, he 
and Rev. Dr. Jose Martinez will unpack all that has led to 
where we are now and what is next for the New Church 

movement in our tradition. 
 
Register at https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_E9B88Wu5RbSBAQF3-
5Itsg?fbclid=IwAR2vhJlJRM6vpw6ZIyvNgmS2HCCWxHhVikq4rfe-jeuwDkl8xsmhiyR0DYY#/registration 
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Help End Hunger Locally and Globally Through the Toledo 
CROP Hunger Walk 
 
We are restarting the Toledo CROP Hunger Walk for the fall of 
2024 and planning has begun! We need all the help we can get 
to make this a successful event and truly help our neighbors 
around the block and around the world- so join us for an! It's 
being organized by Rev. Ashley Wynn of Sylvania First UMC with 
volunteers from that church and Sylvania UCC (though they're 
always looking for more help). They are also partnering with 
Rev. Amy Remaklus of Toledo Campus Ministry and are hoping 
to walk on campus this fall. 
 
We're going to have an organizing meeting likely sometime on 
March 12 (sometime after 1pm, though we're still working out 
what time would be best).   Please plan to Walk!  
 
For more information, or if you're unable to attend and want more information- please contact Andrew 
Gifford (Community Engagement Manager for Church World Service) at agifford@cwsglobal.org. 
 

 
 

Getting To Know You: The National Convocation 
[This is the second in a series of monthly articles which 
will help introduce our General Ministry Partners who 
are so vital to the mission and ministry of the Christian 
Church in Ohio.] 
 
The National Convocation is a ministry within the 
structure of the Disciples of Christ to support and 
strengthen African American congregations' partnership 
in the total mission of the church.  It is a beacon for 
wholeness in the Black Church within the context of the 
movement for wholeness in the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ).  The vision of the National 
Convocation is to be a leaven in the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) under One God as One Church with One Mission in the world.  In 1969 the National 
Christian Missionary Convention approved a formal Merger Agreement that the International Convention of 
Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) had approved several months earlier in 1968 as part of Disciples 
process of denominational "restructure.”  To learn more about the "merger agreement,” please check out this 
important video: https://youtu.be/7waGn942egU?si=VqcjvG958T69gzzF 
 
The National Convocation of the Christian Church is an expression of the church that promotes reconciliation, 
social justice concerns, and transformational ministry, by equipping and training clergy and laity leadership, 
and empowering congregations to do mission and ministry for the 21st century. 
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Early in 2023 The National Convocation of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) called the Rev. Dr. Delesslyn 
Audra Kennebrew, J.D., M.Div., (pictured above) to serve 
as the next Administrative Secretary of the National 
Convocation & Associate General Minister of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States 
and Canada.  Dr. Kennebrew is an attorney, a pastor, a 
theologian, an activist, a thought leader and indeed a 
historic selection to lead the National Convocation at 
such a time as this. 
 
In 2024 the Disciples Overseas Ministries will be guiding 
a people to people trip for a few of the National Convocation leaders to Ghana. We want to travel to learn and 
I want to go to dream of a way we can become more intentional about initiating and nurturing relationships 
with our siblings in Africa and amongst the diaspora throughout the United States and Canada. I attended the 
Conference of National Black Churches in Orlando, FL in order to begin to expand our ecumenical relationships 
with historically black denominations. 
 
The theme for the 2024 Biennial Session gathering of the National Convocation July 11-14 in Greensboro, NC is 
"We Belong Together!”  It is anticipated that 1000 people will attend the event being held at the Four Season 
Sheraton Hotel for worship, fellowship, education, and fun! We will become the premiere church and family 
event that offers something for all ages! 
 
Find out more about the National Convocation by visiting their website at 
https://www.nationalconvocation.org/ or their Facebook Page at 
https://www.facebook.com/NationalConvoc2/ 
 

 
 
Rev. Joy Omslaer Begins New Position At The OSU Medical Center 
 
We are excited to share that Rev. Joy Omslaer started a new position at the OSU Medical Center on January 
2.  She concluded her work in Outpatient Rehabilitation, where she has been for over sixteen years, and joins 
the Ohio Brain Injury Program at Dodd Hall at the OSU Medical Center.  As a social work case manager Joy will 
be coordinating resources for brain injury survivors and their families throughout the state of Ohio and will be 
training different organizations in how to work with the survivors who are their clients in ways that actually 
help them.  Joy writes, "While I am sad to be leaving an amazing group of professionals at Outpatient, I am 
happy to be starting a new professional adventure!”  Please join us in wishing Joy all the best in her new 
position! 
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Rev. Denise Cunningham-Doggett Retires From 30+ 
Years 
 
On January 18th cheers were raised celebrating Rev. 
Denise Cunningham-Doggett's over 30 years of working 
for New Life Community/Family Promise of Greater 
Cleveland.   
 
She was the guest of honor of a Retirement Dinner at 
Coopers Hawk Restaurant on Harvard.   
 
Former staff and friends from near and far celebrated 
both her retirement and her journey in her Doctoral 
Program at United Theological Seminary of Dayton.  

 

 
 
Week of Compassion Special Offering 2024 
GIFTS TO LIVE ON 
 
[Jesus] looked up and saw rich people putting 
their gifts into the treasury; he also saw a poor widow 
put in two small copper coins.  
 
He said, "Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more 
than all of them, for all of them have contributed out of 
their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in all 
she had to live on." 
Luke 21: 1 - 4, NRSV 
 
As the relief, refugee, and development mission fund of 
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Week of Compassion works with partners to alleviate suffering 
throughout the world, with a vision of a world where God's people transform suffering into hope. 
 
Suggested Offering Dates 
February 18 & 25, 2024 
 
For more information about the Week of Compassion Special Offering, including worship resources, go 
to https://www.weekofcompassion.org/2024.html 
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