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- 
Committing To My New Year's Intentions! 
Rev. Allen V. Harris 
Regional Pastor and President 
 
The turning of the year is always filled with mixed emotions for 
me, and I suspect for many people. As I noted in my sermon at 
Champion Christian Church in Warren this past Sunday, 
"On the surface today is only just another day, really no different 
than all the rest, but we humans are unique amongst creatures in 
that we ascribe meaning and possibilities to symbols, rituals, and 
seasons.  I like to think of this as part of what makes us in the 
Image of God, the Imago Dei to use a classic theological term.” 
 
I also make the case that we, like God, can believe each new day 
presents unique opportunities for new possibilities and fresh 
options.  I preached on Isaiah 43, especially verses 18 & 19 with 
the well-known phrase, "Do not remember the former things, or 
consider the things of old.  I am about to do a new thing; now it 
springs forth, do you not perceive it?”   Clearly if God expects new and different things to happen, then surely 
those of us who follow this God should anticipate the same! 
 
But the turning of the year 2023 to 2024 finds it harder for me to be as easily convinced about the freshness 
of potential in life with deeply entrenched ethnic divisions being fought out in Europe, the Middle East, 
Africa, and elsewhere roar seemingly out of control; with the resurgence of the persistent COVID virus 
variations (which thwarted my own fun holiday plans); with the news that 2023 was the hottest year for 
earth's climate in the last 150; with the basic human rights and safety for some of the most vulnerable of our 
friends and neighbors under attack; and with so many of our congregations still feeling exhausted and 
concerned about their futures.  It is challenging, to say the least, to put my heart fully behind the words, "I 
am about to do a new thing.” 
 
And then, of course, there are my own personal struggles with change and growth, aggravated every January 
1st as the conversation about "New Year's Resolutions” bounce around societal conversations and social 
media.  I've always staunchly resisted the adage "You can't teach an old dog new tricks,” but the older this 
pup gets the more its truth seems accurate.  And if my tussles with negativity and exhaustion weren't 
enough, this aging body tries to convince me it's all a downward spiral from here and there's no need to try 
to improve myself, at all. 



 
But then I remind myself that this is not the way of faith… or of healthy well-being!  The gospel of Jesus 
Christ, the entirety of scripture, not to mention generations of theological wisdom since, tells us not to follow 
to our worst inclinations and not to let our deepest fears define us.  "With God, all things are possible,” Jesus 
tells us, and then expects us to believe it AND LIVE IT! 
 
One of the things that has helped me greatly this year overcome the negativity of the world and my own 
baser inclinations was when I heard someone state that they were not going to make "resolutions” this year, 
but rather offer up to God (and ourselves) intentions.  I like that word, "intentions.”  It has a more hopeful, 
gentle, manageable feel to it.  Plus, it really echoes other biblical wisdom, such as that which is found in 
Philippians 3:13-14: 
"Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind 
and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on towards the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God 
in Christ Jesus.” (Thanks to the Elder at Champion Christian Church for making this connection for me on 
Sunday!) 
 
So my beloved Christian Church in Ohio friends, let us incline ourselves toward the new life that God in Christ 
Jesus promises.  Let us strain forward reaching for the newness God has in store for us.  Let us press on 
towards hopefulness that things really can change for the good, in our own lives, the lives of our families and 
communities, our country and our world, and for our churches and The Church.  Let us believe it when God 
announces that a new thing will spring forth and then work to build lives and a world based on that divine 
promise. 
 
Amen. 
 

 
 

Celebrate Week Of The Laity! 
 
Welcome to the new year.  This year's Week of Laity 
will be celebrated January 14 – 20, 2024.  January 14, 
Laity Sunday, is a special time when the church pauses 
to consider lay leaders' varied gifts for ministry to 
church and community. 
 
Attached to this email newsletter you will find Week of 
Laity Resource "Care in Plain Sight” from Disciples 
Home Missions.  Please use this wonderful resource 
with your church, friends, and family.  Rev. Dr. Milton 

Keys has given us beautiful reflections on how to be more intentional in our caring as Jesus cared, a call to 
action with partners is included, and an affirming litany is ready for your laity service!  These resources 
remind us that the very breath in your body is purposed. Let's continue to grow together.  
 
The Christian Church in Ohio celebrates the vital ministry of the laity in all its wondrous manifestations! 
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THIS WEEKEND! - Christian Youth Fellowship (CYF) 
Winter Retreat at Camp Christian 
 
January 12-14, 2024 
for youth in grades 9 - 12 
 
Come to camp for a fun filled weekend with your 
friends. Bible study, keynote speakers, games, singing 
and of course s'mores by the lodge fireplace. 
 
Theme: The Lord's Prayer 
Every week in worship, hundreds of millions of Christians join to pray a prayer that Jesus taught his followers 
nearly two thousand years ago. There are variations of the prayer with slight differences, and we pray in 
many different languages, but we unite around Jesus's words and instructions for how to pray. 
 
Registration and scholarships forms available at https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/children-youth/youth-
fellowship/cyf-retreat.aspx  Questions? Contact CYFOhio@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Dr. Katie Hays Chosen To Speak For Hiram Lecture In 
Religion Program January 18 
 
Hiram College will be welcoming the Rev. Dr. Katie Hays of 
Galileo Christian Church to speak as this year's guest for the 
annual lectures in religion program. This will take place on 
Thursday, January 18th @ 6pm via zoom and is a part of 
Hiram's MLK week of programming.  
 
This year's theme is: "Should I Stay or Should I Go? Meeting the 
Demands of Justice within Our Time and Place.”  
 
This is the question that so many face when they find themselves in the space between the call of justice and 
the limitations of their political geography. Many have discerned the faithful response to involve a physical 
movement to a friendlier landscape where they may pursue the call with like-minded siblings. Others have 
discerned the faithful response to require them to stay and engage in efforts of resistance or intentionally 
enter hostile territories to offer their presence for transformation. We think of the abolitionists who 
participated in the Underground Railroad, the Freedom Riders who entered into segregated states to enter 
into solidarity and advocate for integration and civil rights, and many, many more.  
 
This year, Hiram College is welcoming the Rev. Dr. Katie Hays from Galileo Christian Church to present on 
their faithful resistance and engagement with the North Texas Trans Portation Network, which is an 
organization committed to providing financial support and transportation for transgender siblings in Texas to 
seek health care in other states. Rev. Dr. Hays will speak on the work of the Galileo Christian Church and the 
spiritual, emotional, and physical discernment of the call to engage in this faithful resistance. Along with this 
inspiring lecture, there will be opportunities for conversation and co-conspiring following the lecture and 
Q&A portions of the program.  
 
The Lecture in Religion is Thursday, January 18th @ 6pm via zoom.  
Registration for the event can be found here.  
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Pro-Reconciliation Anti-Racism Commission of Ohio News 
by Christy Johnson 
 
The Pro-Reconciliation Anti-Racism Commission of Ohio 
(PRAR) is excited to wish a fond farewell to our two co-chairs 
– Rev. Thomas E. Barnes and Rev. Heather Schimmel.   Both 
have been promoted to District Elders in their perspective 
districts.   We are so proud of them and wish them well on 
their new adventures!   We will miss you both and wish you 
well!  Thank you for a job well done! 
 
But we must go on.  PRAR does not go on without 
leadership.   Rev. Jeff Wilder and Rev. Alecia Hayes have 

stepped up to be our new co-chairs starting in 2024.   We are excited to have them continue with this 
commission and take us to even bigger and better things!   Both have been with the commission since we 
reorganized three years ago.   We are expecting the transition to go smoothly.   Thanks to you both for 
"volunteering” for these positions! 
 
PRAR has been busy and have already started to work on their next two Awareness Conversations that we 
put on for the region.   If you are in need of your certification for this, please note that the first Awareness 
Conversation is set for Friday, March 22nd and Saturday, March 23, 2024 at Camp Christian.   Our fall class 
has been set for Friday, October 4th and Saturday, October 5,, 2024 at Camp Christian.   Details will be 
forthcoming.   Keep up with PRAR on their section of the regional website.  
 
The Commission is looking for new members for the Commission.  If you have an interest in joining us, please 
contact Co-Chair, Pastor Jeff Wilder at Rev. Jeffery Wilder mastermasonjeff@gmail.com 
 

 
 
Men's Gathering with Derek Maul! 
Upping our Game 
(as Christians, as church members, as human beings) 
 
Hosted by First Christian Church in Wadsworth and First Christian Church in Medina 
 
Saturday, February 17 (9:30am to 2pm)     
The Lodge at Allardale 
(Allerdale Park –141 Remsen Rd, Medina, OH) 
 
Suggested donation at the event - $25 (includes lunch) 
 
FCC Wadsworth and FCC Medina are excited to bring Christian Author and Journalist, Derk Maul to NE Ohio 
the weekend of February 17th.  On Saturday morning, we will hold a half day Men's Gathering/Retreat where 
Derek will lead us in a program designed to explore the question of "How does church fit into our most 
fundamental and essential needs/aspirations as human beings?” 
 
Derek has inspired our group over the past couple of years with his contagious and very genuine faith as we 
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have used his men's ministry books and study 
materials.  We would like to extend an invitation to other 
churches in the Ohio region to meet and engage in person 
with Derek. 
 
Who is Derek Maul?   As a Presbyterian pastor's spouse, 
Derek has helped redefine and reinvigorate ministry to 
men. Eight books, countless articles, and a widely read blog 
have created a national platform to share his passion for life 
and for following Jesus.  
 
Derek was raised in England, then became a naturalized 
American after graduating Stetson University in Florida 
(where he studied psychology, played soccer, and met his 
wife, Rebekah). Derek added a degree in education and 
became known for his innovative work with emotional 
disturbed and autistic children. Derek also enjoys 
photography, cooking, travel with Rebekah, golf, and 
walking his 105-pound Retriever, Max.   (You can follow him 
at www.derekmaul.blog ) 
 
For Registration, click HERE to go to their online Google 
Form and sign-up. 
 
Net proceeds from this event will benefit local recovery 
housing programs: 
Cathy's House in Medina & Francis House in Wadsworth 

 

 
 
ATTENTION: Pastors/Faith Formation Leaders and 
Confirmands/Youth! 
2024 Faith Formation Conference - Worship As Faith Formation 
 
Presented by the Heartland Conference United Church of Christ 
 
The world needs people formed by the Gospel of Jesus Christ in 
ways that transform the world with love and justice for all. 
Worship is a foundational space where this formation can 
happen.  
 
We encourage you to join us on March 2nd, 2024, to: 

 Expand your understanding of worship as faith  
formation 

 Experience the wisdom and creativity of Rev. Dr. Claudio 
Carvalhaes 

 Engage confirmands/youth as partners in worship that matters 
 Explore creative new ways for faith-forming worship planning (hands-on lab) 
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Please note: 
 All participants must register themselves.  
 Parents will need to register Youth/Confirmands. 
 Contact the Heartland Conference Executive Administrator, Becca Hoskins (becca@heartlanducc.org) 

if your church wants to pay for your folks to attend the conference. She can help you set up a coupon 
code to give to them before they register.  

If you have any questions or concerns reach out to Becca Hoskins by email at becca@heartlanducc.org. 
 
Registration at 
https://www.ultracamp.com/info/sessionDetail.aspx?idCamp=1355&idSession=447362&campCode=HSK 
 

 
 
Pastoral Celebrations: 
 

 
 
Rev. Beckie Linn Gregory Shelton Installed As Settled Pastor Of Compass Christian Church, Mason 
December 3rd, 2023 (pictured above left) 

 
 
Rev. Rebecca Woods Installed As Settled Pastor Of Anderson Hills Christian Church, Cincinnati December 
10th, 2023 (pictured above right) 
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Harmony Springs Christian Church Holds First Live Nativity 
 
Harmony Springs Christian Church in Uniontown gives thanks 
for all who came out to help and those that came out to 
support their first Live Nativity!   They had a very successful 
evening, with over 80 vehicles, 300+ people and over 600 
dollars raised for Good Neighbors!  They look forward to 
offering this gift to the community next year with an even 
better display!  Their Senior Pastor is Rev. Joel Engman.  
 
More photos can be viewed on their facebook page. Photos 
courtesy of Greg & Sheryl Blanchard, Jen & Dan Berlyoung, and 
Pam Blankenship. 
 

 
 
 
 

Welcome To Ohio Rev. Julie Western, Settled Pastor 
Of Champion Christian Church, Warren 
 
On Sunday, January 7 the Rev. Julie Western was 
installed as the settled Pastor of Champion Christian 
Church.  She was born in Springfield, Oregon and has 
have moved a lot in her life, which is how she ended up 
here in Ohio!  She moved back and to be closer to her 
family.   Rev. Western is married to David Western and 
they have been together 30 years.  She has three grown 
boys who are married.  Two of them have 4 
grandchildren between them and the 5th is on the way 
at the end of April 
 

Rev. Western was born and raised in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).   She attended Northwest 
Christian College in Eugene, Oregon and received her BS in Speech Communications.  She attended seminary 
at Memphis Theological Seminary and received her M.Div. from there.  She has been an ordained Disciple of 
Christ clergy since January 14, 2004 and has served the Church, including being in partnership for a time with 
the United Church of Christ, ever since.  
 
She enjoys crocheting, china painting, working out, shopping, traveling, and being with her family and 
friends.  Rev. Western writes, "I am looking forward to my time in the Ohio Region and for the opportunities 
that lay ahead for me as I continue along this journey in life of growing in God and learning to love.” 
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Joy Omslaer Begins New Position 
 
We are excited to share that Rev. Joy Omslaer started a new position at the OSU Medical Center on January 
2.  She concluded her work in Outpatient Rehabilitation, where she has been for over sixteen years, and joins 
the Ohio Brain Injury Program at Dodd Hall at the OSU Medical Center.  As a social work case manager Joy will 
be coordinating resources for brain injury survivors and their families throughout the state of Ohio and will 
be training different organizations in how to work with the survivors who are their clients in ways that 
actually help them.  Joy writes, "While I am sad to be leaving an amazing group of professionals at 
Outpatient, I am happy to be starting a new professional adventure!”  Please join us in wishing Joy all the best 
in her new position! 
 

 
 
ALEX Yearbook Reporting will open on Tuesday, 
January 16th 
 
Seven Reasons to Complete the ALEX Yearbook Report 
 
Completing the ALEX Yearbook Report: 

1. Cultivates the covenantal relationship between congregations, regions, and general ministries. 
2. Demonstrates a covenantal commitment to the ministry we share. 
3. Contributes to understanding trends in membership, attendance, outreach, and giving. 
4. Helps your region and general ministries understand your congregation in order to provide 

appropriate support and resources. 
5. Provides statistics that contribute to important research for the Disciples in the U.S. and Canada. as 

well as all mainline denominations. 
6. Provides verification when applying for loans or grants. 
7. Creates a historical statistical record for your congregation that will outlive current generations. 

For those of you who may be new and/or need a refresher, there's a video tutorial on YouTube that walks 
through the reporting process. The worksheet for this year's reporting is also available on the Help Center 
and we've attached a copy to this email. 
 

 
 

Getting To Know You: The Pension Fund 
[This is the first in a series of monthly articles which will help 
introduce our General Ministry Partners who are so vital to the 
mission and ministry of the Christian Church in Ohio.] 
 
The Pension Fund of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
provides pension and retirement savings accounts for clergy 
and lay employees of congregations, regions, general 
ministries, and church-related colleges, seminaries, and 

benevolent care centers of the Stone-Campbell (Restoration) Movement. 
 
The Pension Fund manages over $3.3 billion in net assets on behalf of more than 14,000 members in the 
United States, Canada, Puerto Rico, and related international ministries, so they can live fully in 
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retirement.  Comprehensive, competitive retirement and savings products -- and financial education -- for 
those who serve. 
 
For over 125 years, Pension Fund has served the Stone-Campbell (Restoration) Movement churches and 
related organizations with integrity, security and compassion.  Whether you're a seminary student, pastor, 
church employee, missionary, or university professor or work at one of our benevolent care organizations, 
our retirement benefits support all life stages and budgets. We leverage an experienced team of investment 
professionals and solid funding formula to manage and grow your retirement income so you can retire worry-
free. 
 
Rev. Dr. Todd Adams is President and CEO of the Pension Fund and 
Raquel Collazo Assistant Vice President Of Client Relations and Area 
Director for Ohio.  She can be emailed at: rcollazo@pensionfund.org 
 
The Pension Fund offers a Student Gift Program.   Students pursuing a 
ministry degree may receive a gift of up to $3,360 from Pension  Fund 
towards your retirement.  Established in 1953, the Student Gift 
Membership Program assists students who are preparing for ministry 
by introducing them early to the benefits of membership in the 
Pension Plan. The program is part of Pension Fund's Ministerial Relief 
and Assistance Fund.  To find out more and to apply, go online to: 
https://pensionfund.org/resources/student-gift-resources 
 
Ministerial Relief & Assistance Programs offers emergency assistance for both active clergy, staff, and 
students as well as for retired clergy.  More information on this program can be found here: 
https://pensionfund.org/ministerial-relief-assistance/mra-overview 
 
The Excellence in Ministry (EIM) program for pastors in their first five years of ministry helps helping reduce 
financial pressures that impede our pastors' ability to serve effectively. EIM is part of Lilly Endowment, Inc.'s 
National Initiative to Address Economic Challenges Facing Pastoral Leaders.  More information is located 
here: https://pensionfund.org/ministerial-relief-assistance/excellence-in-ministry 
 
Clergy are invited to attend The Gathering: A Retreat for Clergy. The Gathering is a biennial conference that 
helps clergy connect with other clergy as you join together to learn and connect.  The hope is that 
participants will leave The Gathering feeling refreshed and inspired.  The event is September 3-5, 2024 in 
Washington D.C. at National City Christian Church.  Find out more and register online here: 
https://web.cvent.com/event/ebab9f09-45f4-4695-9c8c-
ddd7f4eff74a/summary?RefId=The%20Gathering%202024 
 
During this event, we will launch Cornerstones – a new initiative with an emphasis on clergy health and 
wellness. We will focus on the four cornerstones of Mental Health, Holy Friendships, Physical Fitness, and 
Financial Well-being. Cornerstones is based on the guiding scripture from Exodus 17. In the passage, Moses 
grows weary from holding up his arms, but he finds support when a stone is placed under him and his hands 
are held up for the benefit of the community. 
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2024 Youth Leadership Symposium Offered By Higher 
Education & Leadership Ministries 
 
Higher Education and Leadership Ministries (HELM) is 
proud to announce that the Youth Leadership 
Symposium (YLS) is now part of our network of 
offerings.  Last fall, YLS offered a new leadership 
development model, and the results were 
exciting!  Registration for the 2024 cohort is now open 
and every congregation is invited to send one high 
school-age participant for free.  
 
YLS brings youth from the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) and the United Church of Christ together to 

learn how to lead in a local, congregational context.  These are skills that will prove helpful far beyond a 
Church setting as well.  
 
The primary learning experience offered through YLS is a leadership project in which each participant designs 
and leads a project in their local congregation.  This project allows them to apply everything they have 
learned and express their unique gifts and passions.  The YLS program includes three Saturday events, 
reading and research, interviews with Church leaders, and the specifics of their project. 
 
Individuals who complete the YLS program are eligible for leadership scholarships at Church-related Colleges 
and Universities, just like youth who have served on a Regional or Conference youth leadership team.  
 
The 2023 participants completed some inspiring projects: 

 Cleared the overgrown church property using goats in preparation for a Community Garden 
 Transformed the church Fellowship Time through better organization and provision of new, 

lightweight furniture 
 Led the Children's Sunday School in fun, age-appropriate lessons on Creation Care 
 Hosted a "Back to School” Carnival with games and donated school supplies 
 Organized a Volleyball Tournament to connect the church and welcome the community 

 
YLS participants can Zoom from home or meet with others near them in an organized "Pod.”  If your Region 
or congregation would like to host a Pod, let us know so we can help with set-up . Last year, Pods were 
hosted by both Chapman University and Lynchburg University.  We expect many more in 2024. 
 
The first session launches Feb. 3, 2024. If you have questions or want to learn more, please visit our 
website or email us. 
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Council on Theological Education Open House 
 
"Am I being called to ministry?" 
 
"Can I afford to enter ministry?" 
 
"What is the best pathway to enter ministry?" 
 
The Council of Theological Education is hosting a series 
of Open House events to answer any questions 
regarding how to begin the path to ministry. 
Participants will have the chance to engage with 
panelists from top seminaries and ministries within the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Presented by 
HELM and the College of Regional Ministers, the first 
event will take place via Zoom on January 18, 2024 at 7:00 EST and is being hosted by Lexington Theological 
Seminary.  This first event will be moderated by Rev. Dr. Tamara Nichols Rodenberg (HELM), and panelists will 
include Dr. Charisse Gillett (Lexington Theological Seminary), Dr. David Mellott (Christian Theological 
Seminary), and Rev. Laura Mariko Chiefetz (Disciples Divininty House).   
 
Find out more here: https://helmdisciples.org/CTE/ and register HERE! 
 

 
 

Week of Compassion Special Offering 2024 
GIFTS TO LIVE ON 
 
[Jesus] looked up and saw rich people putting 
their gifts into the treasury; he also saw a poor widow 
put in two small copper coins.  
He said, "Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in 
more than all of them, for all of them have contributed 
out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has 
put in all she had to live on." 
Luke 21: 1 - 4, NRSV 
 
As the relief, refugee, and development mission fund of 
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Week of 

Compassion works with partners to alleviate suffering throughout the world, with a vision of a world where 
God's people transform suffering into hope. 
 
Suggested Offering Dates 
February 18 & 25, 2024 
 
For more information about the Week of Compassion Special Offering, including worship resources, go 
to https://www.weekofcompassion.org/2024.html 
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Job Posting 
Music Director – part time keyboard or guitar specialist 
 
United Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
Clayton, Ohio 
 
United Christian Church is seeking a part time Music Director to serve as a keyboard or guitar specialist. 
United Christian Church is located in Clayton, a small city just north of Dayton. We are looking to build a 
music program that will be integral to our growth as a faith community. Our worship is authentic and cozy 
with song selection being a blend of traditional and contemporary. 
 
Job Description 

 Lead Praise Team (adult) weekly rehearsal (6:30 Wednesdays, September through 
 May). 
 Arrange special music during summer when the Praise Team is on break. 
 Provide worship music for each Sunday service (one service at 10:30 A.M.) 
 Collaborate with the Pastor to select music for worship (prelude, postlude, communion, and other 

solo worship music). 
 Accompany instrumental and vocal soloists as needed. 

Applicant Requirements 
 A desire to serve God through music 
 High level of Keyboard or Guitar skill 
 Familiarity with church repertoire 
 Ability to work effectively with Pastor and Church Secretary. 

Compensation 
$11,000 - $15,000 salary per year, based on experience. 
 
If you wish to be considered for the role of Music Director, please send a letter of interest and a CV (Resume) 
to ucc.clayton@gmail.com 
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