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Around The Region And In My Heart 
Rev. Allen V. Harris, Regional Pastor & President 
 
"Abide With Us” 
 
In the Chalice Hymnal the Christmas Carol "O Little Town of Bethlehem” is 
hymn number 144.  Almost hidden in the fourth stanza, near the end, are the 
words to our Advent and Christmas theme this year: "We hear the Christmas 
angels the great glad tidings tell; O come to us, abide with us, our God, 
Emmanuel.” 
 
Abide with us.  While it is a bit of an old-fashioned word and rarely heard in common conversation today, the 
notion of abiding is as beautiful as it is comforting.  It is a well-used word in Holy Scripture, and depending on 
the version you reference it can be found anywhere from 77 times (KJV) up to 96 times (Darby version).  But 
all commentators agree the gospel writer, John, clearly favors the word above all the rest of biblical authors, 
using it 40 times in the Gospel of John and 24 times in the writer's epistles and Revelation.  (I knew I liked 
John!)  
 
To abide is to "dwell,” "remain,” "be present,” and to "be held and kept,” and many of the uses refer to us 
abiding with Christ, which is a wonderful invitation.  However, the Christmas Carol urges the opposite, and 
voices our plea to Christ, Emmanuel or "God-with-us,” to abide with us.  And isn't that so much of what the 
season of Advent is about, inviting the Christ Child to come, once again, to our hearts, our communities, our 
world so very much in need of the presence and peace God has promised us?  
 

As I write this article, there are wars raging in Ukraine with Russia, 
between Israel and Palestine, in Sudan and Somalia, not to mention 
ongoing conflict in dozens of other countries.  While it seems that wars 
never cease, we live in this moment in history and the wars that are 
current rightfully occupy our hearts and minds the most.  "O come to 
us, abide with us” Prince of Peace.  I am reminded that near the end of 
this baby's life Jesus would admonish his disciples who had taken to 
violence to in the Garden of Gethsemane in order to protect him, "Put 
your sword back into its place; for all who take the sword will perish by 
the sword.” (Matthew 26:52) 
 
Although I have been a gentle soul since my birth and a member of the 
Disciples Peace Fellowship since my college days, I'm not naive about 
war, conflict, and violence in our world.  I'm probably more of a realist 
now than ever before.  But I still believe Jesus when he mandated non-
violence to his closest followers, and I still believe that to engage in 
bloodshed is to only to perpetuate violence, not diminish it.  In trying 
to follow Jesus ever more faithfully, I recommit myself to the even 
harder and more demanding work of wholehearted relationship-
building, deep and vulnerable listening, thoughtful negotiation and 
compromise, and, yes, nonviolent action and ultimately peace. 



It is my firm belief that the Church, when it is at its very best (and sometimes in spite of its worst habits and 
failures) is still one of the best places for us to realize BOTH God abiding with us and our abiding with God.  It 
is in the vulnerable, honest, sacrificial, ministries of outreach, justice, compassion, nurture, empowerment, 
education, visitation, worship, and proclamation that we make real the plea of the carol "abide with us.”  My 
prayerful hope is that the Regional Church, the Christian Church in Ohio, is helping our leaders – both lay and 
clergy – and our congregations and communities to set down our swords, to recast swords into plowshares, 
and to follow the Prince of Peace. 
 
If you agree with me, please consider giving to the Christmas Offering as it is received in your congregation on 
Sunday, December 17 or Sunday, December 24, or give directly online at: 
https://disciplesmissionfund.org/give/ (please be sure to name your congregation so that your offering will 
support the Christian Church in Ohio).  Every gift you give to this offering comes back to the Regional Church in 
which it was given to help us fulfill the ministry of Christ we are called to do, including abiding with God and 
inviting God to abide with us. 
 
I hold each and every one of you close to my heart in prayer during this holy season of Advent.  I pray – and 
am working diligently – to help realize the peace that God calls us to in our individuals lives, our communities, 
our nation, and throughout our world.  Thank you for being a partner in this vital ministry of peacemaking. 
 
Faithfully Yours, 
Allen 
  
P.S. The Print edition of Abide With Us: An Advent Devotional written by the Regional Ministers of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and published by Chalice Press has sold out. It is available as an e-book on 
your digital device (i.e. from the Apple Store, Barnes and Noble online store, etc.) 

- 

 
Peace For Gaza Interfaith Peace Prayer Vigil December 17 
 
Greetings and peace!  I hope you are well in this season of Advent. 
I am writing to share with you the announcement of an interfaith peace 
vigil which will take place in Cincinnati.  It is organized by a group there, 
and one of our former mission co-workers, who served as an 
Ecumenical Accompanier with the Ecumenical Accompaniment Program 
in Palestine and Israel, has been involved in making it happen.  She is a 
Disciples of Christ leader from that part of the state. 
 
Peace, 
Dr. Peter E. Makari, Ph.D. (he/him) 
 
Transitional Executive, Wider Church Ministries, United Church of 
Christ and Co-Executive, Global Ministries of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) and United Church of Christ Global Relations 
Minister, Middle East and Europe, Global Ministries (Disciples & UCC) 
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Camp Christian Christmas Market & Celebration Brings Together 
Festive Music, Good Food, and Seasonal Shopping 
 
On Saturday, December 2nd Camp Christian began the Christmas 
celebration off with a festive and fun-filled day of shopping featuring 
a wide variety of arts & craft vendors, small businesses, and yard sale 
booths.  Shoppers also enjoyed Christmas Music, Crafts for Kids, Gift 
Wrapping, Concessions, S'mores, SANTA!, and a Photo Booth for 
Christmas pictures with Santa and/or your family and friends! 
 

Those who gathered were invited to not only shop the market and 
enjoy a beautiful day at Camp Christian, but to also help us support 
Camp Christian's life-changing ministry and spread word about it as a 
year-round retreat and conference center.  There were yummy 
concessions and lunch and snack items shared throughout the 
day.  Kids and adults alike enjoyed making easy yet beautiful seasonal 
crafts. 
 
A special word of thanks goes to Jennie Stoddart Bernard whose idea 
this Market was and who did the lion's share of organizing and 

running it.  Her husband, Dave Bernard, and mother and father, Sue 
and Ken Stoddart, helped immensely.  Thanks, also, to our Camp 
Christian staff including Bruce Bowerman- Jett, Tom Bowerman-Jett, 
Kyrstin Allen, and P.J. Homik.  Crafts were done magnificently by 
Marsha Mueller.  Our musicians included Rev. Dave Long-Higgins on 
violin, Rev. Stephen Bentley and the Acafellow Four Barbershop 
Quarter, and the choir of First Christian Church of Bellefontaine, Mike 
Kildow, Choir Director.   And we could not have had as much fun if 
Rick Fitt had not contacted his dear friend, Santa Clause, and invited 
him to join us for the day. 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Shreve Christian Church Christmas Tree Tradition Continues 
 
Members of Shreve Christian Church and their Pastor, Rev. 
Wayne Enders, made their 28th Annual Trek to the Cleveland 
Christian Home with the Christmas Tree earlier this month. 
They also presented a gift of over 500 dollars from their 
offering.  What a beautiful ministry! 
 
If you are not already subscribed to the newsletter from the 
Cleveland Christian Home and The Centers, please e-mail 
Maureen Horton, Director of Donor Relationships, 
at maureen.horton@thecentersohio.org 

 

 
 
Sharing Our Blessings Forward! 
 
Our annual Turkey Pot Pie event that is part of our Free Store  
Thanksgiving Holiday outreach program at Camp Christian was a success!  We 
served 25 pot pies to our local families. 
 
We would like to give special thanks to Tom Bowerman-Jett (right) for helping 
make the pies. Also special thanks to Saint Andrews Christian Church, Amy 
Daniels and her tennis friends as they donated over 60 desserts to The Free 
Store.  We are blessed!! 
 
The Free Store is a community outreach extension of Camp Christian which not 
only helps those in need in the Magnetic Springs and nearby community, but 
also provides a fuller stewardship of the gift we have in this wonderful asset of 
the Christian Church in Ohio. 

 

 
 

Washington Avenue Christian Church, Elyria To Offer Safe Zone Training 
 
As we prepare for the coming of Christ this Advent, we will also prepare for the 
coming of different peoples into our church and community.  The Lorain County 
LGBT+ Center will be at WACC after worship on Sundays, December 10 and 17, 
to facilitate a Safe Zone Training.  Safe Zone trainings, per their website, are 
"opportunities to learn more about LGBTQ+ identities, gender and sexuality, 
and examine prejudice, assumptions, and privilege.”  As a congregation that 
prides itself on being open and inclusive, it is important that we actually do the 
work to be welcoming to people of all identities. 
 

Anyone and everyone can benefit from this training; including if you are a member of the LGBTQ+ community, 
a strong ally, or unsure about how you feel.  There is always more to learn! The Safe Zone provides a safe 
place to ask questions, to talk about your confusion, and to learn how to be inclusive to all. 
 

mailto:maureen.horton@thecentersohio.org


By Washington Avenue Christian Church providing this Safe Zone training also sends a strong and clear 
message to the community: We are a church that is actively working to be more inclusive and welcoming, not 
just saying that we are. It is one thing to say that you are an ally or support LGBTQ+ rights, it is another to 
actually put in the work and educate ourselves to make everyone feel welcome. 
 
Join us after church in the Fellowship Hall on December 10 and 17 for an hour and a half to participate in the 
Safe Zone Training!  Snacks and drinks will be provided!  Bring your questions and curiosity, and be ready to 
learn! If you can only make it to one training, that is perfectly okay!  I can't wait to see you all there! 
 
--Glennis Covault, Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries, Washington Avenue Christian Church, Elyria 
 

 
 
North Eaton Christian Church Is Making A Difference In The Community 
 
North Eaton Christian Church Outreach has made two donations 
to help pay off student lunch debt in the area ($634.66 to 
Columbia Schools eliminated their outstanding lunch debt and 
matched $634.66 to contribute to Midview Schools' outstanding 
debts).  According to the School Nutrition Association, 1 in 8 
children live without consistent access to food.  Student lunch 
debt may be a barrier to children receiving healthy nutrition, 
and it's a simple, local need that we can address quickly.  Paying 
off student lunch debt can have a big impact from the very basic 
filling of stomachs to the more nuanced stresses kids may face 
from things like anxiety or shame over their family's financial 
situations. 
 
By working with the Columbia and Midview school districts, each Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas, North 
Eaton Christian Church provides needy families with a special box of food; some of the food is purchased from 
Schild's IGA -- a family-run business that has been generous and easy to work with – and some of the food 
comes from the church's own food pantry. NECC spent $659.88 to purchase 19 turkeys, as well as pumpkin 
pies, dinner rolls, Cool Whip, instant potatoes, canned yams, and boxed stuffing from Schild's for the boxes. 
The money is always taken from the church's food basket fund and supplemented with vegetables and other 
nonperishable foods from the NECC pantry. The church is working on gathering food items for Christmas 
distribution, and also focusing on providing some food items (soups, tuna, peanut butter and jelly, etc.) that 
can feed children while they are home during the Christmas break. Grafton Community Preschool is 
conducting a peanut butter and jelly food drive to assist. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lake Shore Christian Church Winter Festival 
December 16th, 1-5 p.m. 

  

 
 
First Christian Church of Wadsworth Invite All Men To Their February 17th, 2024 Event 
 

 First Men: Men of First Christian Church 
 Save the Date: Saturday, February 17 (9am to 2pm)  
 Men's Gathering with Derek Maul! 
 Upping our Game (as Christians, as church members, as human beings) 
 Location: The Lodge at Allardale (Allerdale Park –141 

Remsen Rd, Medina, OH) 
 
First Christian Church Wadsworth and First Christian Church 
Medina are excited to bring Christian Author and Journalist, 



Derek Maul to Northeast Ohio the weekend of February 17th.  On Saturday morning, we will hold a half day 
Men's Gathering/Retreat where Derek will lead us in a program designed to explore the question of "How 
does church fit into our most fundamental and essential needs/aspirations as human beings?” 
 
Derek has inspired our group over the past couple of years with his contagious and very genuine faith as we 
have used his men's ministry books and study materials.  We would like to extend an invitation to other 
churches in the Ohio region to meet and engage in person with Derek. 
 

Who is Derek Maul?   Derek was raised in England, then became a 
naturalized American after graduating 
 from Stetson University in Florida (where he studied psychology, 
played soccer, and met his wife, Rebekah).  Derek added a degree in 
education and became known for his innovative work with emotional 
disturbed and autistic children.  As a Presbyterian pastor's spouse, 
Derek helped redefine and reinvigorate ministry to men.  Eight books, 
countless articles, and a widely read blog have created a national 
platform to share his passion for life and for following Jesus. Derek 
also enjoys photography, cooking, travel with Rebekah, golf, and 

walking his 105-pound Retriever, Max.   (You can follow him at www.derekmaul.blog ) 
 
Watch for more information, details and the opportunity to sign up in the coming months.  If you have 
specific questions, contact: Chris Jones at csjones268@gmail.com. 
 

 
 
Amazon Wish List For Camp Christian Now Updated And Available 
 
As in years past, many of you have asked how you can help the Camp 
Christian Camp and Conference Center throughout the year. We do 
have a list of needed items that can be physically donated to Camp. 
Some of our sporting equipment, crafting, free time activity, 
curriculum, Admin, lodging, kitchen, and maintenance supplies could 
use an upgrade/restock. We created this Amazon wish list with several 
items that would be great additions to have around Camp Christian for 
our Summer programs and throughout the year. The list can be viewed at https://a.co/iBAaV1T. 
 
Please feel free to purchase items from this list and have them shipped directly to Camp Christian. If you 
would rather send a monetary gift towards the purchase of these items, that's OK too, and can be done online 
at https://www.ccinoh.com/donation.aspx or through the mail. 
 
Thank you so much for your love, generosity, and support of our Beloved Camp Christian Community!! 
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Summer Camp Schedule Announced! 
 
There are Summer Programs at Camp Christian for Children and 
Youth from Kindergarten through 12th grade, as well as 
Advance Conference for Young Adults. You will also note the 
two Disciples Fellowship Retreats which are open to all ages. We 
have also included Adult Conference, which is open to all adults 
and is held at Northwest Christian Church in Columbus. 
Registration and more details about all of this coming this 
Winter. 
 
We hope you'll save the dates and share this schedule with folks 
from your Congregations, Families, and Communities!! 
 
The full schedule is attached to this email and is also posted on 
our website https://www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian.aspx as 
well as each date on the Regional Calendar. 
 

 
 

Advance Winter Retreat 
January, 5-7, 2024 at Camp Christian 
 
For all adults ages 19 to 30 (at least 1 year out of high school.) 
 
Theme: What's in your mental health toolbox? Taking a personal 
inventory of what we have in our "toolboxes” that we can use 
when presented with a challenge. 
 
Join us for a cozy lodge weekend away from the world with 
other young adults. All are welcome! 
 
Plus, Advance is offering a $30 discount on the full weekend for 
anyone first time attendees AND for anyone who brings a first 
time attendee. 
 
Registration available 
at https://www.ccinoh.org/events_details.aspx?id=516 
 
Follow Advance Ministries on Facebook and Instagram for more 
information as it becomes available. 

 
Questions? Contact the Advance Officers at officers@advanceministry.org 
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Christian Youth Fellowship (CYF) 
Winter Retreat at Camp Christian 
January 12-14, 2024 
for youth in grades 9 - 12 
 

Come to camp for a fun filled weekend with your 
friends. Bible study, keynote speakers, games, singing 
and of course s'mores by the lodge fireplace. 
 

Theme: The Lord's Prayer 
Every week in worship, hundreds of millions of Christians 
join to pray a prayer that Jesus taught his followers nearly two thousand years ago. There are variations of the 
prayer with slight differences, and we pray in many different languages, but we unite around Jesus's words 
and instructions for how to pray. 
 

Registration and scholarships forms available at https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/children-youth/youth-
fellowship/cyf-retreat.aspx 
 

Questions? Contact CYFOhio@gmail.com 
 

 
 
Rev. Dr. Katie Hays Chosen To Speak For Hiram Lecture In Religion 
Program January 18 
 

Hiram College will be welcoming the Rev. Dr. Katie Hays of Galileo 
Christian Church to speak as this year's guest for the annual lectures in 
religion program. This will take place on Thursday, January 18th @ 6pm via 
zoom and is a part of Hiram's MLK week of programming.  
 

This year's theme is: "Should I Stay or Should I Go? Meeting the Demands 
of Justice within Our Time and Place.”  
 

This is the question that so many face when they find themselves in the space between the call of justice and 
the limitations of their political geography. Many have discerned the faithful response to involve a physical 
movement to a friendlier landscape where they may pursue the call with like-minded siblings. Others have 
discerned the faithful response to require them to stay and engage in efforts of resistance or intentionally 
enter hostile territories to offer their presence for transformation. We think of the abolitionists who 
participated in the Underground Railroad, the Freedom Riders who entered into segregated states to enter 
into solidarity and advocate for integration and civil rights, and many, many more.  
 

This year, Hiram College is welcoming the Rev. Dr. Katie Hays from Galileo Christian Church to present on their 
faithful resistance and engagement with the North Texas Trans Portation Network, which is an organization 
committed to providing financial support and transportation for transgender siblings in Texas to seek health 
care in other states. Rev. Dr. Hays will speak on the work of the Galileo Christian Church and the spiritual, 
emotional, and physical discernment of the call to engage in this faithful resistance. Along with this inspiring 
lecture, there will be opportunities for conversation and co-conspiring following the lecture and Q&A portions 
of the program.  
 

The Lecture in Religion is Thursday, January 18th @ 6pm via zoom. Registration for the event can be 
found here.  
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Save the Date: April 8-9, 2024  –"Totally Eclipsed!” at Camp Christian! 
 
On April 8, 2024 there will be a total eclipse moving right through 
Ohio.  Camp Christian will be in the area of totality (The moon will 
completely block out the light of the sun).   To celebrate, Camp Christian 
is having a retreat whose whole purpose is to share this once in a 
lifetime experience.   As many schools will be closed on that Monday, 
this will be a whole family event.  Come on Sunday night and share in a 
campfire complete with s’mores and fellowship around the fire.  On 
Monday morning we will share in breakfast and singing and lots of 
appropriate crafts and activities or free time as you want.  After lunch 
there will be more free time but a short workshop on camera settings 
for the event.  Eyeglasses will be given to each people to protect 

eyes.  At around 3:08pm we will gather for the big event.  It will be over by 3:30. Afterwards we can share in 
each other's experiences or have more free time and supper. The day will end with a short vespers service so 
everyone can get home before it gets too late.  In case of a cloudy day, we will watch the eclipse on the NASA 
channel in the Dining Hall. 
                
Lots of opportunities for family accommodations:  Bring a tent or an RV or stay in the lodge (or cabins). What a 
way to begin the spring!!  Rates and rental information will be available in the New Year at www.ccinoh.org.  
                
A good book to get you ready for the big day is "Being in the Shadow” by Kate Russo.  This is available on 
Amazon for Kindle. 
 

 
 
  
Disciples Home Missions Offers Guide For Holiday Quality 
Time 
 
Quality time with younger people is soon to increase when 
schools go into holiday recess.  Let's encourage one another 
to make the most of that time, bridging gaps of 
communication and intergenerational understanding.  DHM is 
providing this desk or fridge guide (also attached to this 
email) to help support the season.   
 
Please download, enjoy, and share with your village! 
 
Blessings! 
Lisa Hubbard 
 
Executive Assistant to President & CEO & Corporate Secretary 
Christian Education & Faith Formation 
Email: lhubbard@dhm.disciples.org 
 
www.discipleshomemissions.org 
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mailto:lhubbard@dhm.disciples.org
http://www.discipleshomemissions.org/


Winter Is Coming: DCEF's 6 Tips To Prepare Your Church 
Property 
  
As winter approaches, thoughts turn to decorating for the 
holidays. But it's a good idea to add winterizing to the list of late 
Fall activities, according to Disciples Church Extension 
Fund congregational Advisor Jim Michel. 
 
"Maintaining your church so it's ready to withstand harsh 
weather can ensure your congregation can enjoy the season,” he said. 
 
Here are six tips: 
1. Service and maintain your heater. 
2. Protect pipes from freezing. 
3. Keep water moving off the roof. 
4. Check the attic. 
5. Trim bushes and shrubs. 
6. Don't neglect parking lots and walkways 
Learn more here! 
 

 
 

Applications for Summer 2024 Disciples Peace 
Fellowship Peace Intern Program 
 
Disciples Peace Fellowship is now accepting applications 
for the 2024 DPF Peace Intern Program! You can apply 
online at disciplespeace.org/apply now through January 
31st! 
 
Spend Summer 2024 serving as an Ambassador for Peace 
and Justice! This paid ($3,000 summer stipend), twelve-
week internship is truly a life-changing experience. For 
nearly fifty years, DPF's Peace Intern program has 
provided a vital witness for peace within the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States and 
Canada. 

 
This coming summer Peace Interns will work at in-person Disciples Church Camps and they will also have 
weeklong remote work projects with peace partners, Disciples Justice Ministry groups, and interfaith peace 
organizations. 
 
To learn more about the Peace Intern Program visit disciplespeace.org/what-is-a-peace-intern or contact DPF's 
Mission Director Rev. Brian Frederick-Gray at missiondirector@disciplespeace.org. 
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 A New Methodology To Foster Faith Communities 
 
When the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) reached the goal of 
"starting 1,000 churches in 1,000 different ways,” we might have 
relished celebrating our achievements.  But 2020 was also marked by a 
racial reckoning, a climate crisis, and a global pandemic.  Meanwhile, 
the work of the 2020 Vision was far from complete. So, New Church 
Ministry began shaping a framework for the future, informed by the 
crises of the day, yet based on Disciples fundamentals: 

DisciplesNEXT.  It strives to counter the church's historic tendency to colonize as a means of growth. Learn 
more here. 
 
Our Regional Minister, Rev. Allen Harris, participated in a webinar on December 6th, led by Rev. Dr. Jose 
Martinez and Rev. Wesley King, rolling out this new approach to "movement making." This way of nurturing 
new communities of faith and reviving existing communities of faith is focused on our identity as "a movement 
for wholeness in a fragmented world."  The hope is to refocus ourselves on our call to deepen True 
Community, a Passion for Justice, and Christian Spirituality through Contemplative Action, Prophetic 
Advocacy, and Faith-Rooted Organizing.  Rev. Harris will share more of this in the coming months. 

 
 
The Association of Disciple Musicians Announces Next Conference at 
Harvard Avenue Christian Church in Tulsa, Oklahoma July 2024 
  
The Association of Disciple Musicians (ADM) is having its 2024 summer 
conference at Harvard Avenue Christian Church in Tulsa, Oklahoma 
from July 22 to noon on July 26.  After missing four years of conference 
activities, ADM is hoping to bring a renewed spirit back to the 
organization with an updated and more inclusive conference schedule. 
Additional information can be obtained by emailing Brad Burnham at 
ADMupdate@outlook.com or visiting the ADM website, 
 www.adm-doc.org.  

 
Rev. Dr. Stephen Cady named president of Brite Divinity School 
 
Fort Worth, TX –The Rev. Dr. Stephen Cady has been named president of Brite 
Divinity School. Brite, one of five Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
seminaries is located on the campus of Texas Christian University (TCU) in 
Fort Worth, TX. 
 
Rev. Dr. Cady will begin his term on March 4, 2024.  The announcement 
comes after a seven-month nationwide search that allowed students, faculty, 
staff, and members of the Brite and TCU communities opportunities to 
interact with candidates and provide feedback. Brite's seven-member search 
committee, chaired by Brite Board of Trustees Vice Chair, Rev. Virzola Law, 
was assisted by the nationally-recognized, education-focused executive 
search firm Storbeck Search. 

 
To read more about Brite's New President, click HERE: https://brite.edu 
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Congregational and Pastoral Updates 
 
Eric Davis was called to be Student Pastor of Hilltop Christian Church 
in Mantua on Sunday, November 26.  He is a student in the School For 
Ministry program. 
 
Rev. Greg Bibler announced his retirement as Pastor of First Christian 
Church of Mansfield.  He will conclude his ministry there the end of 
June. 
 
Rev. John Johnson is retiring as Pastor of Dunham Avenue Christian 
Church of Cleveland the end of December.  There will be a celebration 
of his ministry on Saturday, December 30, 4:30 p.m. at Disciples 
Christian Church in Cleveland Heights.  See the flyer (right) for details. 
 
Rev. Lorenzo Thomas was recently installed as the new Pastor at 
Plattsburg United Church of Christ in South Vienna, Ohio.  He began 
shortly over a year ago but was only just now installed because he was 
away on military orders.  In the photo (below) are (from L to R) Rev. 
Scott Griswold, SONKA Association Minister Rev. Carl Robinson, me 
and Rev. Avery Sledge. 
 
Rev. Faith Solon and Rev. Lorenzo Thomas have launched new podcast!  They introduce it this way: "We are 
two millennial pastors who are here to give our unfiltered thoughts on the joys and frustrations of following 
Jesus and working in church. So we're glad to have you!"  See the flyer (below) for more details. 
 
 

 



 
 
Renewal Initiative 2023 
We Are Stronger Together 
 
"Two are better than one, because they have a good 
reward for their toil. For if they fall, one will lift up the 
other…. And though one might prevail against another, 
two will withstand one. A threefold cord is not quickly 
broken.” -Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 
 
Dear Ministry & Mission Partner, 
 
From my earliest childhood days growing up in my home 
church I was aware there was a larger church beyond the 
people and the building I knew and loved on South Main 
Street in Roswell, New Mexico. What made me aware of 
this were the many times the broader church connected 
with my local church in positive and helpful ways. Whether it was in the study materials prepared for the 
women's group, the assistance and insight given when the congregation was looking for a new pastor, the 
education, worship, and fellowship activities with other Disciples of Christ congregations around our area and 
region, or the summer camp program that was so formative for my own Christian faith and leadership skills: 
the Regional Church was supporting us! 
 
Throughout my life I have become convinced that in most things, but certainly in the church, we are stronger 
together. In fact, I believe we are not simply stronger together, we are better together, we are healthier 
together, and we are more effective in living the good news of God's love and justice and the mission & 
ministry of Jesus Christ when we are working together. Truly the power of the Holy Spirit binds us together in 
love. 
 
The Christian Church in Ohio – your Regional Church – seeks to help all of our congregations, clergy, lay 
leaders, and members be stronger together. 
 
Continue reading Rev. Allen Harris' letter in the attached PDF along with the brochure. These can also be 
found, along with more information about the Renewal Initiative at https://www.ccinoh.com/other-
pages/renewal-initiative.aspx 

http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2315&m=2443&nl=5&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=12514&l=-https--www.ccinoh.com/other-pages/renewal-initiative.aspx
http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2315&m=2443&nl=5&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=12514&l=-https--www.ccinoh.com/other-pages/renewal-initiative.aspx

