Ohio Regional Newsletter ~ November 2023

Around The Region And In My Heart
Rev. Allen V. Harris

Regional Pastor and President, Christian Church in
Ohio

"Giving Thanks In ALL Circumstances!"

In 1 Thessalonians 5:18 the apostle urges us to,
"give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will
of God in Christ Jesus for you.” Giving thanks isn't
really the issue here, but rather the caveat that this
gratitude is to be offered "in all

circumstances.” Then, as if to make an already
challenging request even more important, the writer
adds, "for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” If something is the will of God AND comes
to us through Jesus Christ that has to be as close to a mandate as the Bible can get!

I have tried to live a life of gratitude since the days of my youth when I became active in the
church. It hasn't always been easy to do, as with most of us the "all circumstances” of life puts to
the test a thankful heart time and time again. Many of you reading this have far greater challenges
than I, with racism and white supremacy, misogyny and gender-based harassment and violence,
ageism, ableism, and all forms of misunderstanding, oppression, and cruelty as part of the
"circumstances” shaping your worlds. And yet, I have to believe that scripture does not ignore the
gravity of the world's evil when it calls us to "give thanks in all circumstances.”

As I travel around the Christian Church in Ohio I am consistently in awe of how so many of our
leaders, members, and congregations exhibit a deep sense of gratitude for all that God has given
them, even in the midst of the changes and challenges of life. From the smallest of congregations
and ministry settings to the largest and the myriad in the middle, and from those in the rural
heartland, in the beautiful sprawling suburbs, to the dynamic cities of Ohio, our churches, clergy, and
ministry partners are doing mission and ministry in Christ's name out of a profound sense of
thanksgiving for all that God has given then through Jesus Christ and in all in the face of daunting
circumstances. Thanks be to God for such grateful tenacity and thankful joy!

The Christian Church in Ohio has also sought to give thanks to God in all circumstances. I think it is
fair to say the Church has had exceptionally challenging circumstances the last few years, not to
mention the world around us. And this has demanded or required that our local congregations, faith
communities and partner organizations, and, of course, the Regional Church, adapt, innovate, and
change in order to fulfill Christ's mission in a changing landscape.
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Christian we made a major decision to try to
respond to the new challenges of a new day, all the
while giving God thanks for what we have already
been given. For those who participated in the
Feasibility Study Team's online questionnaire, you
are already aware that we are seeking to insure the
long-term sustainability and greatly expand the
ministry and accessibility of our major physical
asset, Camp Christian, so that it can truly become
the Regional Ministry Center that the present and
future needs. We are also attempting to expand
the capacity of the Regional Church Office with
several part-time staff positions. After a time of honest questions and deep conversation, with one
abstention from our Ecumenical Representative, the $2.5 million major fundraising campaign was
approved unanimously.

This is a huge step in the direction of a new vision for the ministry of the Christian Church in

Ohio. And, as many around the tables noted, the hard work is yet ahead of us to finalize the
campaign and do what needs to be done to further Christ's mission in the world. But this is a critical
decision towards that goal, and we should be grateful for all who brought us to this place. I give
thanks to those who were on the original Pool Exploratory Committee and the Camp Christian
Committee members, to the Feasibility Study Team, including Rev. Terry Bartlett, Jackie Compton
Bunch, Brittany Stricklen-Hillyard, Rev. Roger McKinney, and Rev. Laureen Roe, as well as our two
guides from Disciples Church Extension Fund: Brock McCracken and Rick Reisinger. Thanks, also, to
Rev. Eugene Fisher who had to bow out of the process for family matters.

One of the biggest concerns raised as we looked at this significant endeavor the Regional Church will
soon undertake is how will this improve the circumstances of our local congregations, clergy, and lay
leaders who are struggling mightily. As I shared with the Regional Church Council, I believe relieving
the Regional Church Staff of some of the workload will allow us to turn more of our attention to the
pressing needs of congregations and their leaders. Likewise, stabilizing our property and facilities will
ensure the financial security of the Regional Church and allow us to focus more on the concerns of
congregations and leaders. Finally, we have already begun to live into Camp Christian becoming a
Regional Ministry Center for ALL of the church and our ecumenical, interfaith, and community
partners, and the improvements made by this campaign will greatly expand the possibilities.

In all of these challenges and complex circumstances, I give thanks — to you for your faith and trust
in me and to God for all good gifts which come first and foremost from God. My gratitude is
overflowing, and it would be whatever the decision made at our Council meeting. For as Philippians
4:6 reminds us, "Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” Thanks be to God!

Faithfully Yours,
Allen



Regional Church Council Honors The Ministry
Of Rev. Dr. Joseph Hara As Regional Elder
Emeritus

In August the Rev. Dr. Joseph Hara resigned from
his position as a Regional Elder for District 1 after
nine years of faithful service.

Rev. Dr. Hara was ordained in 1976 in West
Virginia. He retired from my full time ministry in
2014 at Sylvania First Christian Church after 35
years of ministry, but then became a Regional Elder
for District 1. He has also served as a camp
counselor and director. He writes, "I enjoyed the
position and being able to continue my ministry not to a congregation but to fellow ministers in the
district. I thank you for involving me for this special ministry.” Rev. Dr. Hara was also the director
of Japanese Studies Program at the University of Toledo for 32 years, earning the Distinguished
University Professor title. Retired from the University in May, 2021.

On Sunday, September 24 clergy from around the District met around a meal to honor him and share
a gift from the District. The Regional Church Council voted on November 4 to honor Rev. Dr. Hara as
a Regional Elder Emeritus and a certificate was given to him at the District 1 Men's Rally at Clyde
Christian Church on November 5.

Rev. Heather Schimmel Confirmed As New Regional Elder For District 1

Also at the November 3-4 Regional Church Council Meeting the Rev. Heather Schimmel was
confirmed as the Regional Elder for District 1. Rev. Schimmel is currently the Pastor of Lyons
Christian Church in Northwest Ohio and has served that community since 2016. She has a long
history in the Region of Ohio and looks forward to how all of the District 1 leaders can engage in the
future. Before coming here she served the Norwood Christian Church in Cincinnati and had a long
relationship with the Mt Healthy Congregation where her husband served as pastor for 20 years.

Personally, Rev. Schimmel also has a lifelong relationship with the Christian Church in Ohio which
gives her a rich understanding of the past, but more importantly a rich hope for the future. She
writes, "God is moving in new ways and I'm excited to be part of where God is moving us.” She is
currently serving as the co-chair of the Pro Reconciliation Anti/Racism Commission and has been
writing curriculum for the CYF Conferences the past 2 years.

Rev. Schimmel began her ministry as Regional Elder on November 5th.



Week of Compassion Refugee Response
Gatherings
By Rev. Alan Dicken

What a joy it was to join Disciples leaders from all
over Ohio in October! Ohio was a wonderful host
for my visit as Week of Compassion's Associate
Director for Immigrant and Refugee Response. We
had such fruitful gatherings where resettlement
offices and church leaders from all over the state
were able to develop new relationships. Together,
we were able to learn more about what is
happening with refugees in the world and how
congregations and the whole region can be involved
in faithful refugee response.

In Akron, FCC Stow hosted the International Institute of Akron who shared about the need for home-
set up supplies and the ways congregations can take up collections for refugee families who are
being resettled in the Akron area weekly.

Disciples Christian Church, which has a rich history
of refugee support, connected other Disciples
churches in the Cleveland area to the United States
Committee of Refugee and Immigration (USCRI)
Cleveland offices. Three USCRI representatives
came to speak with over a dozen of Disciples
leaders regarding the needs for newcomers who
come to call Cleveland home.

FCC Wauseon shared space for a rich conversation
about the situation facing refugee populations and
how congregations can be actively involved in

helping to support the needs in Toledo, Columbus,
and remotely in more rural northwest Ohio towns.

The resettlement offices in Dayton, through Catholic Charities Miami Valley, opened their doors to
Disciples in the area to learn more about transportation volunteers, conversation partners, and ways
that volunteers can connect with refugees even for an hour or two per week.

Heartfelt Tidbits hosted Cincinnati area clergy and shared their unique opportunities to come
alongside refugees in community gardens, school support, and connection to neighborhood programs
around the city. Disciples clergy gathered together for a district dinner and we heard more about
support programs in the city.

Chauncey Christian Church of the Hocking Valley Parish welcomed leaders from around the Athens
and Jackson area for delicious donuts and dialogue about refugees who come to Ohio University and
how close Columbus is for direct service projects and setting up houses for refugees who land in
central Ohio.
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Andrews Christian Church leaders shared how their
involvement as a CRIS Welcome Team has blessed
their church and community immensely as they've
worked with an Afghan family over the past year.

Although each site had vastly different
conversations, each resettlement office had
different needs for volunteers, and each church had
different levels of volunteer capacity and
engagement, each place had the same Spirit at work. Regardless of where a refugee comes from,
what their background is, or where in Ohio they might be, there are chances for Ohio Disciples to be
welcoming communities of support and love. Together, we learned that no matter how large or small,
urban or rural a church may be, any Ohio Disciple can make a huge impact by being part of a
welcoming refugee response.

As congregations consider how to faithfully and effectively engage in new refugee support or
continue existing, Week of Compassion is honored to continue to join in conversation, education, and
action to support refugees throughout Ohio. Thank you for hosting me, and thank you for joining in
this vital ministry opportunity to support refugees.

Champion Christian Church of Warren To
Host District 4 Blue Christmas Service

JOIN US FOR A

An opportunity for clergy and laity across BLUE
District 4 and beyond to be together is CHRISTMAS
happening Monday evening, December 11, 7

pm, at Champion Christian g
Church. Understanding that blue is a calming o TR
color, that evening worship offers opportunity e i e

for reflection, and that December is often a 151 Center St W, Warren, OH 44481
hectic month, Regional Elder, Rev. Cynthia
Klingemier, will be offering a Blue Christmas worship service. This calming service is designed for
anyone who wants to step away from holiday hustle and bustle and experience an evening of peace.
Rev. Heather Godsey and her congregation are hosts. Please advertise this to your congregation and
communities. The church is located at 151 Center St W, Warren, OH 44481.




InterReligious Task Force On Central America Hosts 43" Annual Human Rights Banquet
November 12th
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InterReligious Task Force on Central America presenta

43rd Annual Human Rights Banquet (IN-person & ONLINE)
More info @ Commemoration2023.eventbrite.com

Tickets $0-43
4:00 Social Hour
5:30 Program & Interfaith Ceremony

7:00 Dinner
Childcare + Spanish to English
interpretation provided
Please Iet us know your access reqwrements
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Introducing Cleveland Christian Home New Staff, David Gray & D'Angela "DD"” Tanks
David Gray, M.Ed., PCC-S: Vice President, Residential Services

David has 24 years of experience in community mental health,
supporting and leading staff in residential, special education, and
partial hospitalization programs. He also has experience in private
practice as a therapist; counseling supervision; child welfare as a
senior manager; and program administrator (extended services,
resources, and placement). David feels that CCH has a unique
opportunity in its programs to show a path toward healing that
results from the restoration of personal dignity. David's team works
to create transformative relationships with the children in their
care.

David joined us in January 2023. He spent the majority of his
career dedicated to youth residential services. Just prior to CCH,
David was at Cuyahoga County Division of Children and Family
Services for 7 years. It was a valuable experience where David learned much about the child welfare
system and the challenges that children experience while in out-of- home care. David brings a
palatable passion for advocating for youth in our care. David says, "I believe that change happens in
the context of relationships, and I am continually inspired by the impact that residential staff (like our
staff at CCH) make on the lives of the kids that we serve. 1 feel fortunate to be at CCH now and I
have an immense amount of respect for the work that our legacy staff have done. I'm excited to re-
imagine what is possible for kids in residential treatment.” Welcome David! We're glad you're here!

DD is the new Director of Residential Services for the Home.

In her role, she manages every aspect of the building from the
boys' services to staff training to the rollout of enhanced
programming for the boys. DD is a busy woman, as everything
having to do with the operations and services fall under her
purview. A licensed social worker, DD comes to us with more than
10 years of experience delivering trauma-informed treatment
services to youth and the underserved population in the area. She
holds an MSSA in family/youth social work and an MA in pastoral
counseling. Here is what she has to say about her approach at
CCH:

"Our children have experienced diverse levels of trauma, they've
experienced fragmentation in their families and in their
communities. CCH Is a safe space to provide restoration —
restoration of hope, of love, and human connections. Our goal is to restore these young people's
dignity, identity and value. We work to re-establish their connections to their communities.”




Amazon Wish List For Camp Christian Now Updated And

Available
amazon 4.

As in years past, many of you have asked how you can help the

Camp Christian Camp and Conference Center throughout the

year. We do have a list of needed items that can be physically

donated to Camp. Some of our sporting equipment, crafting, free

time activity, curriculum, Admin, lodging, kitchen, and
maintenance supplies could use an upgrade/restock. We created this Amazon wish list with several
items that would be great additions to have around Camp Christian for our Summer programs and
throughout the year. The list can be viewed at https://a.co/iBAaV1T.

Please feel free to purchase items from this list and have them shipped directly to Camp Christian. If
you would rather send a monetary gift towards the purchase of these items, that's OK too, and can
be done online at https://www.ccinoh.com/donation.aspx or through the mail.

Thank you so much for your love, generosity, and support of our Beloved Camp Christian
Community!!

Summer Camp Schedule Announced!

There are Summer Programs at Camp Christian for ~ 2@2@ / o

Children and Youth from Kindergarten through 12th grade, &
as well as Advance Conference for Young Adults. You will
also note the two Disciples Fellowship Retreats which are SUMMEP
open to all ages. We have also included Adult Conference, mmm
which is open to all adults and is held at Northwest @Q ...............
Christian Church in Columbus. Registration and more A0 CAMPS,
details about all of this coming this Winter. 3 - CONFERENCES,
SL0 ~ &RETREATS
We hope you'll save the dates and share this schedule with FORALLAGES
folks from your Congregations, Families, and T
Communities!! @QUIOREGION 75

The full schedule is attached to this email and is also
posted on our website https://www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian.aspx as well as each date on the
Regional Calendar.
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Northeastern Inter-Regional Fellowship Women's Ministry Event Scheduled For July 19-
21, 2024 In Charlestown West Virginia

Northeastern
InterRegional Fellowship
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Rev. Janae Pitts Murdock e 4.0
Bible Study:
Rev. Angele' Johnson

To register: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NIRFDOC
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*All NIRF Regions have women on the planning committee




International Affairs Seminar
March 8-16, 2024

Do you know a high school Sophomore, Junior, or
Senior? Are they interested in finding a way to
connect their faith with concerns and issues of our
country and culture? We are partnering with the
Heartland Conference United Church of Christ to offer
an experience in New York City and Washington, DC
in March of 2024 that will do just that. Focusing on
issues of immigration, immigrants, and refugees, this
opportunity offers a chance to tour the UN, visit the
World Trade Center, meet with Congressional leaders
from the House and Senate and much more - all
planned to provide moments of connection between
our faith and some important issues of today.

Hn Adventure of a Lifetime

International Affairs Seminar 2024

The Christian Church in Ohioandthe N ARCH 8-16, 2024
Heartland Conference UCC are inviting

High School Sophomores, Juniors, & "
Seniors to join us for a week long event

that is sure to change lives. Check out
the Regional Website (ccinoh.org) for

Questions?
Email:
RevRalphW@sbcglobal.net

For all of the details, including how to apply, please visit https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/children-

youth/youth-fellowship/international-affairs-seminar.aspx

Quarter Life Retreat
November 17 - 19 at Camp
Christian

Adults ages 25-45 (ish) are invited to
spend the weekend connecting with one
another, nurturing Spiritual, lives and
discussing how "living life on your own
terms.” Register online by

clicking HERE!

Questions ask Rev. Ali
at quarterlifecamp@gmail.com

Quaider Lifle Relvead

@ Quarter Life Conference

0 quarterlifecamp@gmail.com

November 17 - 19, 2023

Camp Christian
10335 Maple Dell Rd, Marysville, Ohio

CONNECT AND GROW

Adults ages 25-45 (ish) are invited
to spend the weekend connecting
with one another, nurturing
spiritual lives and discussing how
“living life on your own terms” is
important. Feel free to come and
go as you please - staying the
whole weekend is not required!

L

[:’ Registration begins at 7 PM on Friday!

! [P Early registration is $55 until
November 3rd, a la carte
prices available!

[P For questions, contact
Rev. Ali Miguel or email above!

REGISTER ONLINE AT CCINOH.ORG
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Camp Christian Christmas Market & Celebration
Saturday, December 2nd from 10:00am to 6:00pm

Celebrate Christmas at Camp Christian with a fun-
filled day of shopping featuring a wide variety of
arts & craft vendors, small businesses, and yard
sale booths.

PLUS there will be Live Christmas Music, Crafts for
Kids, Gift Wrapping, Concessions, S'mores,

SANTA!, and a Photo Booth for Christmas pictures M ARKET & t

with Santa and/or your family and friends!

'CELEBRATION Yhg'

All are invited to shop the market and enjoy a
beautiful day at Camp Christian!!

Help us support Camp Christian's life-changing ministry. Sign up to sell your items or bring your
church group, youth group, book club, families, friends, or just treat yourself to a day out. There will
be concessions sold for lunch and snack items throughout the day to benefit Camp Christian.

If you are interested in selling your items at the event, please fill out the separate Vendor Application
form. Proceeds from vendor fees will go directly to Camp Christian operating funds, which helps
prepare Camp for Summer Programming.

The Market will be open on Saturday, but we are also opening Camp up on Friday night for overnight
accommodations and fellowship.

Details at: https://www.ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx?events=10929&action=details

Advance Winter Retreat
January, 5-7, 2024 at Camp Christian
For all adults ages 19 to 30 (at least 1 year out of high school.)

Theme: What's in your mental health toolbox? Taking a personal inventory of what we have in our
"toolboxes” that we can use when presented with a challenge.

Join us for a cozy lodge weekend away from the world with other young adults. All are welcome!

Plus, Advance is offering a $30 discount on the full weekend for anyone first time attendees AND for
anyone who brings a first time attendee.

Registration available at https://www.ccinoh.org/events details.aspx?id=516

Follow Advance Ministries on Facebook and Instagram for more information as it becomes
available.

Questions? Contact the Advance Officers at officers@advanceministry.org
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Spiritual Life Retreat for Ministers

Registration Now Open! L Registration Now Open!!
January 31 — February 2 at Camp Christian Spiritual Life Retreat for Ministers
Camp Christian ~ January 31st - February 2nd

. . . %
Led by Singer/Songwriter Carrie Newcomer 2 A Groat e

Sustainable Hope & the Practice of Presence

A Great Wild Mercy: B
Sustainable Hope & The Practice of Presence

#Eed by
Al of the details, including schedule, S A e U
registration and lodging options, can be s

found at

*

https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/spiritual-life.aspx

We anticipate that this event will be very popular, and that the Monroe Lodge will fill up quickly. We
encourage you to register ASAP if you plan on attending.

For more information about Carrie Newcomer, go to https://www.carrienewcomer.com/

Christian Youth Fellowship (CYF)
High School Youth ~ CYF Winter Retreat ~ January 12-14, 2024 Winter Retreat at camp Ch riStian

Lord’s

Every week in worship, hundreds of millions of Christians join to pray a prayer that Jesus taught his

followers nearly two thousand years ago. There are variations of the prayer with slight differences, and we CO m e to Ca m p fo r' a fu n fl I I ed Wee kend Wlth

pray in many different languages, but we unite around Jesus’s words and instructions for how to pray.

‘ your friends. Bible study, keynote speakers,
' ! g ' & games, singing and of course s'mores by the
\ u ¥ lodge fireplace.

Theme: The Lord's Prayer

Every week in worship, hundreds of millions of Christians join to pray a prayer that Jesus taught his
followers nearly two thousand years ago. There are variations of the prayer with slight differences,
and we pray in many different languages, but we unite around Jesus's words and instructions for
how to pray.

January 12-14, 2024
for youth in grades 9 - 12

PRAYER

Registration and scholarships forms available at https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/children-
youth/youth-fellowship/cyf-retreat.aspx

Questions? Contact CYFOhio@gmail.com
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General Assembly 2023 Video Now Available

The link for the General Assembly video is here. If you were in Louisville this
summer, you will enjoy the refresher, and if you missed General Assembly this
time, the video may just entice you to catch GA the next time it comes

around. Check it out at: https://youtu.be/SLr-5rlJY5U?si=0mim_Bb02LoAAWeV
(You may recognize a few familiar faces near the end!)

JUS—I—WOMEN Just Women Bible Study Now Available For Pre-Orders
A0 DR N Just Women is a Bible Study written by women for women. The 2024
edition is currently available to order. "Through the Looking Glass" is a
collection of lessons that encourage readers to contemplate how their
faith shapes their presence in the world. Even though society's rules
may change, our participation as a mission of service and witness,
guided by Jesus Christ, should always be our focus.

Join Disciples Women in exploring topics such as consumerism,
leadership, and being a good neighbor.

THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS:

SEEING THE WORLD THROUGH THE EYES OF FAITH

Ll Pre-orders available November 1 through December 20.

Advent Devotion Features Meditations B l D E An Advent devotional by
By Regional Ministers AWI'I'H us Disciples Regional Ministers

A daily devotional spanning the four weeks for Disciples congregations.

of Advent that helps us remember that our
God is always with us every time, even in
the most unlikely of places.

Order for your
whole congregation from

&J chalice

The Christmas carol "O Little Town of Bethlehem closes the invitation "O come to us, abide with us,
our God, Emmanuel” — the hope, prayer and ultimately the knowledge that God is with us in our
quiet moments, whether that's in the holy manger of Jesus' birth or the sacred moments amid a
frenetic season that calls us to do just about anything other than abide with our God. Abide With
Us is a daily devotional walks us through the four weeks that lead to Christmas, reflecting on what
we can do to create a welcoming space for God in our hearts and our world. Each devotion contains
scripture, a short reflection, and a prayer.

Abide with Us is written by the Regional Ministers of the The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in
the United States and Canada (including our very own Rev. Allen V. Harris from Ohio!). It was edited
by the Rev. Paul Koch, Regional Minister of Mid-America (and Men's Retreat Leader in 2023!) The
Disciples' 31 regions are intricately involved in congregational vitality, new church starts, key ministry
operations, and outreach and mission activities. Regional Ministers are the faces of these ministries
and represent the diversity of the denomination.
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./ Pastoral Transitions

. Rev. Faith Solon (pictured left) was installed as Pastor of
United Christian Church of Clayton on Sunday, October

= 22", The Rev. Allen V. Harris preached a sermon on "A
New Day Calls For A New Way” on Matthew 7:7-12 & 24-29
and Regional Elder for District 8, the Rev. Cornelius Brown,
helped lead the liturgy of installation. Marty Williams was
the Search Committee Chairperson. The congregation
hosted a fellowship dinner following the service.

N

Rev. Matthew Every has been called as the new Pastor of First Christian Church of Rockwall, Texas
(Northeast of Dallas). He and Julie will move in January and his first Sunday will be January 28,

Rev. John Johnson is retiring as Pastor of Dunham Avenue Christian Church in Cleveland. His last
Sunday will be December 31. The congregation will have a a celebration in his honor.

Rev. Denise Cunningham-Doggett has been accepted into the Doctor of Ministry Program at
United Theological Seminary in Dayton and has begun her studies.

Thanksgiving Offering Faith. Education.
Received in many congregations on Leadership
Nov. 12 & 19, 2023 Development.
The Thanksgiving Offering benefits the 15 Colleges & Universities
. - . . 7 Seminaries &
Colleges, Universities, Seminaries, and Divinity Houses
Divinity Houses affiliated with the e N !“}{
Christian Church (Disciples of Yo Renkaghied Cligina Wit 1 INES o P

Christ). Higher education has been an
important focus for Disciples since the very
beginning of the movement. Throughout our history, Disciples have founded institutions of higher
learning to educate students and form leaders to make a difference in the world. The Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) is still committed to higher education. Your gift to the Thanksgiving
Offering helps support the education of thousands of students at our fifteen colleges and universities
as well as our seven seminaries and divinity houses.

The Colleges and Universities of the Christian Church provide quality education through classes
offered by some of the nation's top undergraduate and graduate faculty. Many of the campuses are
comprised of state-of-the-art facilities, offer diverse degree programs, include dynamic student life
activities, offer exciting athletics programs, and much more. The Thanksgiving offering supports
everything from scholarships, to religious life offices, to faculty growth and development. By giving to
the Thanksgiving Offering you are helping our institutions invest in students as they prepare
themselves to become leaders.

The Thanksgiving Offering also provides scholarship and support for our theological education
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institutions. Each of our seminaries and divinity houses is committed to educating and forming
Christian leaders for church and society. Generations of pastors, community leaders, and agents of
social transformation have been educated at our theological institutions. They have flourished and
made a difference in the world, thanks to gifts from Disciples congregations and individuals
throughout the ages. These institutions continue to prepare leaders for the present age and the age
to come.

We are thrilled to announce that 2023 has been a banner year for many of our
institutions. Enroliment is up, programs are expanding, scholarships are increasing— excellent news
all around! Growth, however, tends to mean added expense. For this reason, we ask for your
generous financial support during this year's Thanksgiving Offering so that we can both continue
supporting the needs of higher education and learning, and grow to meet the broader needs of our
Disciples students.

Support for Disciples Mission Fund and gifts to the Thanksgiving Offering are a critical part of the
ongoing collaborative work of church and higher education that is such a foundational part of the
heritage of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).

Please give generously to this offering. You gift makes a difference in the lives of our students and it
makes a difference in the world.

For all of the details and worship resources, go
to https://disciplesmissionfund.orqg/special-offerings/thanksgivin

Renewal Initiative 2023
We Are Stronger Together

"Two are better than one, because they have a
good reward for their toil. For if they fall, one
will lift up the other.... And though one might
prevail against another, two will withstand one.
A threefold cord is not quickly broken.” -
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12

Dear Ministry & Mission Partner,

From my earliest childhood days growing up in
my home church I was aware there was a larger
church beyond the people and the building I
knew and loved on South Main Street in
Roswell, New Mexico. What made me aware of
this were the many times the broader church
connected with my local church in positive and
helpful ways. Whether it was in the study
materials prepared for the women's group, the assistance and insight given when the congregation
was looking for a new pastor, the education, worship, and fellowship activities with other Disciples of
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Christ congregations around our area and region, or the summer camp program that was so
formative for my own Christian faith and leadership skills: the Regional Church was supporting us!

Throughout my life I have become convinced that in most things, but certainly in the church, we are
stronger together. In fact, I believe we are not simply stronger together, we are better together, we
are healthier together, and we are more effective in living the good news of God's love and justice
and the mission & ministry of Jesus Christ when we are working together. Truly the power of the
Holy Spirit binds us together in love.

The Christian Church in Ohio — your Regional Church — seeks to help all of our congregations, clergy,
lay leaders, and members be stronger together.

Continue reading Rev. Allen Harris' letter in the attached PDF along with the brochure. These can
also be found, along with more information about the Renewal Initiative at
https://www.ccinoh.com/other-pages/renewal-initiative.aspx.
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