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Around The Region and In My Heart
Rev. Allen V. Harris

October s

"Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about
things that matter.”
- Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King.

Domestic Violence and Intimate Partner Violence
Matter! October is Domestic Violence Awareness
Month. Let us join forces and speak up and speak out,
as there is No Excuse for Abuse!

- Rev. Dr. Betty M. Green
1in 4 women (24.3%) and

1in 7 men (13.8%) aged

On Saturday, October 23, a dozen plus clergy learned 18 and older in the United
some harrowing statistics that affect those we know States have been the _
and love, those we serve, and those who live in the victim of severe physical

] . o violence by an intimate
community around us in very significant and real partner in their lifetime.

ways. The data was part of a training on building an
awareness of and helping share strategies in preventing

domestic and intimate partner violence. Organized by Domestic Violence Hotline
the Reverend Dr. CJ Koen, but involving several gifted 800-799-7233

leaders including the Rev. Dr. Mecca S. Carter-Marshall,

the Rev. Dr. Betty Miller Green, and the Rev. Brenda SPEAK UP

Sing-Ota, those gathered were privileged to learn about
how to care for our congregants by deepening our
knowledge of this systemic problem, and knowing how
best to respond.

Domestic Violence is a CRIME

October has been designated as "Domestic Violence Prevention Month” so it is fitting that this training
prepared me and several of our leaders in this important pastoral care and social justice issue. One of the
most powerful things we learned that was simply talking about domestic and intimate partner violence
openly in our prayers and from the pulpit allows those who are victims to know their church and pastor might
be open to helping them, which may even save their lives.


http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2292&m=2420&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=12230&l=-https--odh.ohio.gov/know-our-programs/sexual-assault-and-domestic-violence-prevention-program/resources/resources-and-publications

Sadly, the stigma of this violence often prevents too many congregations from talking about it which, from a
victim's vantage point, only seems to be reinforce the belief that churches are complicit in the abuse. While
there is much to be done, first and foremost we must commit ourselves to talking about such critical issues
and creating safe places for both for victims to find safety and security through the church. But we must also
lift up and model in our own lives understandings of relationships that are healthy and that prevent abuse
from happening.

One of the most important things | learned in the training was that even though there are examples of
abusive relationships in scripture, this absolutely does not mean our faith condones such abuse. Even though
some abusers will use such scriptures to justify their actions, we must show how our faith calls us to an ethic
of love and justice that condemns all coercive and manipulative relationships.

We also explored the importance of the vote by the General Assembly in 2019 in Des Moines to affirm the
Sense of the Assembly Resolution GA-1928 A Call To See And Respond To The Crisis Of Domestic And
Intimate Partner Violence. This groundbreaking resolution, built on other similar resolutions from previous
assemblies, claimed a new importance in the life of our church and faith life the need to address, confront,
and end domestic and intimate partner violence. The resolution concludes with the resolve all of our
Christian Church in Ohio congregations should make their own:

Church to continue to:

1) increase their spiritual support and efforts to shatter shame, stigma, and silence by preaching and teaching
responsibly on the topic of domestic and intimate partner violence;

2) create safe and sanctuary spaces for abuse-specific pastoral care, compassionate conversation, and healing
for vulnerable victims and survivors;

3) work together to dismantle a cultural landscape where domestic violence can thrive and hide.

| urge all clergy and lay leaders in our congregations and faith communities to make this a priority. One way
you can visibly do this is by wearing black clothing on Thursdays. The #ThursdaysinBlack campaign,
promoted by the World Council of Churches and most all of our Disciples General Ministries, is a simple but
visible way to stand for justice and safety for vulnerable people around our communities and around the
world. Find out more at: https://www.oikoumene.org/what-we-do/thursdays-in-black

The National Domestic Violence Hotline Number is: 1-800-799-7233. Please take the time to look up your
local number and post it around your church building, print it in your bulletins and show it on your worship
screens, and share it regularly in your newsletter. A bulletin insert version of the above image is attached to
this newsletter as well.

Finally, a great source of information, particularly Ohio-based resources, can be found at:
https://odh.ohio.gov/know-our-programs/sexual-assault-and-domestic-violence-prevention-
program/resources/resources-and-publications

Faithfully Yours,
Allen
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In October*

Here are some ideas on how to commemorate Clergy Appreciation Month:
e First and foremost, the best gift you could give your pastor or clergy leader is a just and living wage
with full benefits, including health care reimbursement, an ample sick leave and family leave policy,
an adequate travel and professional expense reimbursement fund, and time and funds for continuing
education and travel to Regional or General Assemblies. Check out this resource from the Pension

Fund on clergy compensation.

Celebrating And Honoring Our Clergy All Year Round — And Especially

Clergy who have committed their lives to serving God, Christ, and the
Holy Spirit, whether it is as a chaplain, an educator, a non-profit leader,
a local church pastor, or who are retired from ministry are to be
honored and celebrated. This should take place all year round, but the
month of October has been designated as "Clergy Appreciation
Month” so that a special emphasis can be made on showing
appreciation for their service. We hope that church members and
leaders across Ohio take this opportunity to lift up and honor the
clergy in their lives.

*Continue reading at https://www.ccinoh.com/ccio-blog/2023/celebrating-and-honoring-our-clergy-all-

year-round-%E2%80%93-and-especially-in-october.aspx

Week of Compassion Refugee Resettlement
Informational Workshops around Ohio
October 23, 24 & 25

Have you or your church ever wondered if there are
ways you could support Afghan evacuees, people
displaced from the war in Ukraine, Sudanese refugees,
or any other refugee population?

Ohio as a state is ranked 16th in refugees resettled per
capita, ahead of states like Texas, Florida, California,
New York, and lllinois. Tens of thousands of refugees
call Ohio home and that number will only be increasing
in the coming years.

There are many different ways for churches to respond,
no matter how big or small, rural, urban, or suburban a
congregation may be. Any church that has an interest in
serving refugees has an opportunity to do so.
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REV. ALAN DICKEN
WEEK OF COMPASSION
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR FOR
IMMIGRANT AND REFUGEE
RESPONSE

INFO /RSVP :
ALAN@WEEKOFCOMPASSION.ORG

Week of Compassion strives to serve the church in ways that equip and empower congregations to live out
the refugee response ministry they feel called to. Next month, Ohio native and Week of Compassion's
Associate Director for Immigration and Refugee Response, Rev. Alan Dicken will be traveling around the state
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for a chance to meet with Disciples all over Ohio who are interested in learning more about what
opportunities are available locally for any congregation interested in exploring refugee support.

These will be informational workshops offered by Week of Compassion and presented with partnerships from
local refugee resettlement agencies around the state. These sessions are just informational so that attendees
can learn more about possibilities in their local context. All are welcome, lay and clergy alike.

If you would like to learn more, please feel free to attend any
of the following workshops and conversations at the dates,
times, and locations mentioned below. You can also feel free to

Does your church want to support Afghan evacuees,

reach out to Rev. Alan Dicken A people displaced from the war in Ukraine,
A Sudanese refugees, or any other refugee population -
but you don’t know where to start?

at alan@weekofcompassion.org for more information or to
answer any questions you may have.

Ohio is ranked 16th in refugees resettled per capita, ahead
of states like Texas, Florida, California, and New York.

Mondav oct 23rd o Tens of thousands of refugees call Ohio home,
and that number is only increasing.

Akron —10:00am »

First Christian Church Stow - 3493 Darrow Rd, Stow, OH 44224 = SEE iR EER SRR ol s

no matter how big or small the congregation.
Alan Dicken, an Ohio native and Weelk of Compassion

Associate Director for Immigrant and Refugee Response,

Cl_ev_eland - 300pm . is visiting the Ohio Region in October, meeting with
DISCIpleS Christian Church - 3663 ManIeld Rd, Cleveland Disciples and sharing local opportunities for any church

Helghts OH 44121 interested in exploring refugee support.
7’

INFO / RSVP : ALAN@WEEKOFCOMPASSION.ORG

Tuesday Oct 24th
Toledo —9:30am
Wauseon First Christian Church - 129 E EIm St, Wauseon, OH 43567

Dayton - 1:30 View =
ayton pm : FE _ N v%

Catholic Charities of Miami Valley - 922 West Riverview : :
Avenue, Dayton, OH 45402 Monday October 23

5 AKRON 10:00am - First Christian Church, Stow
3493 Darrow Rd, Stow 44224

Cincinnati — 4.00pm [ 8 CLEVELAND 3:00pm - Disciples Christian Church, Cleveland Heights |

3663 Maufield Rd, Cleveland Heights 44121 “

Heartfelt Tidbits - 110 Compton Rd, Cincinnati, Ohio, 45215

Tuesday October 24
TOLEDO 9:30am - First Christian Church, Wauseon -
129 E Elm St, Wauseon 43567 [B8

Wednesday Oct 25th ’
DAYTON 1:30pm - Catholic Charities of Miami Valley
922 West Riverview Ave, Dayton 45402 |
Athens — 10:00am | CINCINNATI  4:00pm - Heartfelt Tidbits
110 Compton Rd, Cincinnati 45215 !

Chauncey Christian Church - 6 High St Chauncey, OH 45719

-
Wednesday October 25 -
ATHENS 10:00am - Chauncey Christian Church
6 High St, Chauncey 45719

Columbus — 3:00pm
. . COLUMBUS 3:00pm - Community Refugee & Immigration Services
C.R.I.S. 4645 Executive Drive, Columbus, OH 43220 4645 Executive Drive, Columbus 43220

INFO / RSVP : ALAN@WEEKOFCOMPASSION.ORG
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District 1 Clergy Celebrate The Ministry Of
Rev. Dr. Joseph Hara Retiring As Regional Elder

In August the Rev. Dr. Joseph Hara resigned from his
position as a Regional Elder for District 1 after nine
years of faithful service. On Sunday, September 24
clergy from around the District met around a meal
to honor him and share a gift from the District.

Rev. Hara writes, "l retired from my full time
ministry in 2014 at Sylvania First Christian Church
after 35 years of ministry, but | was given the responsibility to become a Regional Elder for District 1. |
enjoyed the position and being able to continue my ministry not to a congregation but to fellow ministers in
the district. |thank you for involving me for this special ministry.”

The Regional Church Council will confirm a new Regional Elder for District 1 at their November meeting.

Lay Preaching Academy Continues, Saturday, October 28 at
Bethany Christian Church in Columbus

| Love to tell the Story!
The Sequel

October 28, 2023 ~ 9am — 3pm
Bethany Christian Church 1130 E. Livingston Ave., Columbus,
Ohio 43205

Purpose: To train a cadre of lay (non-clergy) preachers to fill Academy
pulpits in our Ohio churches either short term or long term.

You do not need to have attended part one to attend part two. October 28th
There will be a review. Columbus

Topics to be covered: Review of Part One, writing the sermon,
and each participant will be present a fifteen minute sermon and receive coaching on the sermon.

Sponsored by the Regional Elders, this program will run Saturday October 28, 2023 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00
pm. There is also an option to stay Friday night at Camp Christian. Registration deadline is October 26.

Lunch will be pizza and salad and drinks. We need a minimum of five participants to go forward.

Registration at https://www.ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx?events=11258&action=details
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Quarter Life Retreat
November 17 - 19 at Camp Christian

Adults ages 25-45 (ish) are invited to spend the weekend connecting with one another, nurturing Spiritual,
lives and discussing how "living life on your own terms.”

Register online by clicking HERE!

Questions ask Rev. Ali at quarterlifecamp@gmail.com

Quailer Lifle Pelveod

6 Quarter Life Conference e quarterlifecamp@gmail.com

November 17 - 19, 2023

Camp Christian
10335 Maple Dell Rd, Marysville, Ohio

CONNECT AND GROW

Adults ages 25-45 (ish) are invited
to spend the weekend connecting
with one another, nurturing
spiritual lives and discussing how
“living life on your own terms” is
important. Feel free to come and
go as you please - staying the
whole weekend is not required!

[P Registration begins at 7 PM on Friday!

[:} Early registration is $55 until
November 3rd, a la carte
prices available!

[:) For questions, contact
Rev. Ali Miguel or email above!

REGISTER ONLINE AT CCINOH.ORG
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Camp Christian Christmas Market & Celebration
Saturday, December 2nd from 10:00am to 6:00pm

Celebrate Christmas at Camp Christian with a fun-filled
day of shopping featuring a wide variety of arts & craft
vendors, small businesses, and yard sale booths.

Gift Wrapping, Concessions, S'mores, SANTA!, and a e 7
Photo Booth for Christmas pictures with Santa and/or ' N CELEBRATION *

your family and friends!

PLUS there will be Live Christmas Music, Crafts for Kids, . , MARKET & t

All are invited to shop the market and enjoy a beautiful day at Camp Christian!!

Help us support Camp Christian's life-changing ministry. Sign up to sell your items or bring your church group,
youth group, book club, families, friends, or just treat yourself to a day out. There will be concessions sold for
lunch and snack items throughout the day to benefit Camp Christian.

If you are interested in selling your items at the event, please fill out the separate Vendor Application form.
Proceeds from vendor fees will go directly to Camp Christian operating funds, which helps prepare Camp for
Summer Programming.

The Market will be open on Saturday, but we are also opening Camp up on Friday night for overnight
accommodations and fellowship.

Details at: https://www.ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx?events=10929&action=details

SAVE THE DATES!
Advance Winter Retreat

January, 5-7, 2024
Camp Christian
For all adults ages 19 to 30 (at least 1 year out of high school.)
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Christian Youth Fellowship (CYF)

High School Youth ~ CYF Winter Retreat ~ January 12-14, 2024 Winter Retreat at Camp Christian
January 12-14, 2024

THE [==] )
' :_" for youth in grades 9 - 12
o=
o Come to camp for a fun filled weekend with
very week in worship, hundreds of millions o ristians join to pray a prayer that Jesus ta i H 1
E ry»ns:rlytwo th : ‘:ea‘:s a;o. 'Il!here a:ec:'ari;tionsloft;eiraiertviatz! s|(i:h: differse;c:gs','ta::wo your frlends Blble StUdy’ keynOte Speakers'
games, singing and of course s'mores by the

pray in many different languages, but we unite around Jesus’s words and instructions for how to pray.
lodge fireplace.

) Theme: The Lord's Prayer

Every week in worship, hundreds of millions of
Christians join to pray a prayer that Jesus taught his followers nearly two thousand years ago. There are
variations of the prayer with slight differences, and we pray in many different languages, but we unite around
Jesus's words and instructions for how to pray.

Registration and scholarships forms available at https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/children-youth/youth-
fellowship/cyf-retreat.aspx

Questions? Contact CYFOhio@gmail.com

SAVE THE DATE!
SAVE THE DATE

Spiritual Life Retreat for Ministers Spiritual Life Retreat at Camp Christian

Led by Carrie Newcomer
January 31st — February 2nd at Camp Christian A Great Wild Mercy:
Sustainable Hope & the Practice of Presence
A Great Wild Mercy: January 31- February 2, 2024
Sustainable Hope & The Practice of Presence

This retreat led by singer songwriter, Carrie Newcomer,
will use music, poetry, reflective writing, small and
large group conversation to explore the practice of
presence, the experience of daily awe and wonder,
balancing our inner lives with our outer work, and
exploring what might be calling at our growing edges
(personal, vocational & spiritual).

Carrie Newcomer

: Details and Early Registration Coming Soon!

Carrie Newcomer has internationally facilitated retreats, on the topics of songwriting, creative writing,
spirituality and personal growth, art and activism in educational settings, spiritual communities and
conferences, community and arts organizations. She co-hosts The Growing Edge Podcast has led The Growing
Edge Retreats with author Parker J. Palmer.

More details and registration coming soon, but mark your calendars today!!

For more information about Carrie Newcomer, go to: www.carrienewcomer.com
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New Promotional Video Created For International
@ InterqugnalAffairs Serninar| || 'n. L ‘ ' ' ) Affairs Seminary, Early Bird Registration Extended
Copy lin
1] I
i

The United Nations International Affairs Seminar has
been a vital part of the Ohio Christian Youth Fellowship
since the early 1960's. However, over the past decade
we have shifted our focus to reflect more with
International Affairs, and so we are changing the name

of the Seminar to emphases this.
Watch on (8 Youlube

It's the same outstanding program with the more
accurate name of International Affairs Seminar. For many, this has been a life changing experience,
witnessing the diverse ways that faith plays a part in the decision making of our nation and the world.

We are excited to be partnering this impactful experience with the Heartland Conference, United Church of
Christ.

Its Purpose: The International Affairs Seminar for Youth (IAS) challenges youth to learn about international
affairs, U.S. foreign and domestic policies, and the role and action the Church has in these matters. This is
done through study, discussion and presentations during our time in New York City and Washington, D.C. It
seeks to encourage faith-based critical thinking and reflection through prayer, worship, discussion and
community building.

Who Should Attend: High School Sophomores, Juniors, or Seniors in the Spring of 2024. (There is a limit 46
youth, along with the Seminar Advisor Team of 8 adults.)

Cost: $1,200 covers Bus, Lodging, most meals, tour fees, 2 Theater Plays, and more. (About $150 per day).
Plus an additional $200 for personal use is needed for some public transportation, food, souvenirs, etc. Don't

let money be a barrier that stops you from going on this adventure.

Scholarships from your local congregation, community organizations, and the Region of Ohio can help make
this happen.

There is an Early Registration Scholarship of $100 that has been extended to October 30",

More Information: Go to the Christian Church in Ohio website [Click Here] or contact Rev. Ralph Wearstler,
[.A. Seminar 2024 Coordinator, at RevRalphW @sbcglobal.net



http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2292&m=2420&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=12238&l=-https--www.ccinoh.com/ministries/children-youth/youth-fellowship/international-affairs-seminar.aspx
mailto:RevRalphW@sbcglobal.net
http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2292&m=2420&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=12238&l=-https--www.ccinoh.com/ministries/children-youth/youth-fellowship/international-affairs-seminar.aspx

Lake Shore Christian Church Initiates Pollinator
and Education Garden Project

Brandon Weeber, a recent graduate student from
Wright State University and a member of Lake
Shore Christian Church in Euclid, Ohio, has a
passion. My mother, Manuela, informed me that
you are interested in our garden project.

Brandon graduated with a MA in international
politics with a focus on environmental

policy. Through his studies, he realized that
environmental grassroots movements are the core
to our children's future and a cleaner world. It was
this thought that he planned to provide an area
where communities, especially those of lower-income and underserved, can not only learn about
conservation, sustainability, and gardening. However, it will first and foremost be an area where Ohio Wildlife
can call home.

Brandon talked to leaders in his local church as well as at the National Wildlife Federation (NWF) and secured
funding for the Lakeshore Community Pollinator and Education Garden Project. They recently broke ground
on the project (see accompanying pictures). He has been working with local shops to donate supplies and
have been working with current and past city officials, the local newspaper, and local environmental groups
for recruiting and advertisement. He is even working on getting the local schools involved, where Brandon
plans to go and talk to students and/or teachers about the project, how they can get involved, and what they
would like to see and gain from this garden.

Brandon shares, "Working on this project | have learned that there is so much community interest, one just
has to start the wheel. This project is my dream and what | would love to see pop up in other communities
and churches around the Cleveland area and across Ohio.”

In addition to working with the NWF and their sacred grounds project, Brandon has created Lake Shore
Christian Church's first sustainability and education committee which will help the church become a Disciples
of Christ Green Chalice Certified Church. The NWF and Green Chalice Certification are just two great ways we
can get other Disciples of Christ churches involved in conservation and sustainability and build a better future
by protecting what God has provided and entrusted us.

Brandon would love to reach out and speak to other churches about this project and how they can either get
involved or start projects like this of their own! The core of these projects is not only to provide wildlife
conservation and teach the community sustainable practices, but to provide those that are struggling and
underserved with the skills and knowledge to find their own solutions such as water conservation, gardening,
and composting. One plan to my current project is to also incorporate a free farmers market to those who
need fresh produce but cannot afford it.

Interested individuals and churches can contact Brandon Weeber directly via email at: weeber.3@wright.edu
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Mid-Ohio Valley Parish Participates In Walk To End Alzheimer's

WALKTO END
ALZHEIMER'’S

Kemper Road Christian Church of Cincinnati Fall Festival Seeks Vendors
October 14th- 10am -2 pm

FESTIVAL

WE FALL FOR YOU

SATURDAY OCTOBER 14
10:00 AM. = 2:00 P.M.

KEMPER RD. CHRISTIAN
CHURCH
11609 Hanover Rd.
513-825-4453

e Vendors Vendor Tables-
$20.00
e Food and
Refreshments T —
. All Vendors are
® Music
Welcome.
e Cake Walk
¢ Raffles This is a Family

Friendly Event



First Christian Church of Findlay Invites All To An Open
House In Their New Home

cpen s F1 rs‘
CHRISTIANA CHURCH

Worship Service at 11:00 Disciples of Christ

A light lunch will follow.

First Christian Church

(New location: Sharing the building of First United Church of Christ)
2100 Greendale Ave

Findlay OH 45840

419-581-9905

Never been to First Christian Church?

You're invited to check us out for the first time!

Pastors Installed During the Month of September

(Pictured Left to Right)

Pastor Beverly Locke, Third Christian Church in Warren, September 10th
Rev. Glen Schory, First Christian Church in Cambridge, September 17th
Pastor Jeff Wilder, First Christian Church in Middletown, Se_ptember 10th




Rev. Don Baird To Be Honored For 50 Years Of Ministry

Please join us for this special recognition of a dedicated servant of God!
| e 5

Honoring Reverend Don Baird for his 50 years of Ministry!

Sunday, October 8th, 2023

Worship 11:00 AM
Luncheon 12:00 PM

First Christian Church of Cuyahoga Fallsl',
230 Stow Avenue, 44221
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One More Easy Way To Ensure The Future Mission

And Ministry Of The Christian Church In Ohio CI_IRISI'IAN
Have you considered making an end-of-life gift to the CHURCH
Christian Church in Ohio? Making this kind of gift to our FOUNDA I ION

region doesn't have to be difficult.
Helping Disciples Make a Difference

It is as easy as making the Christian Church in Ohio the
beneficiary of all or part of one of your retirement
accounts (traditional IRA, 401(k), 403(b), etc.). You can do the same thing with a life insurance policy.

The process is simple and costs you nothing: Just contact your plan administrator or insurance representative

and request a new beneficiary designation form. In many cases the form can even be found on your plan
administrator's website.

No lawyer fees, no complicated processes. It's something you could do this week!
Want to learn other simple ways to provide the Christian Church in Ohio with a legacy gift? Contact the

Christian Church Foundation, which is the ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) designed to
help members of our region create a lasting legacy through planned gifts. Our congregation's Foundation

development officer is Rev. Matt Rosine, (317) 713-2420 or mrosine@ccf.disciples.org. You can talk with Matt
about setting up a legacy gift to benefit our region, your congregation, and other organizations/ministries you

care about.


mailto:mrosine@ccf.disciples.org
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Growing Hope Globally Seeks Northeast U.S. Regional
G R OWI N G Director

Regional Director - Growing Project Development
Eastern U.S. - Covering OH, PA, MD, VA, DE, NY & NC

GLOBATLLY BasedinOhioorPennsylvania

The Regional Director focuses on Growing Project development and stewardship. Candidate must be:

e comfortable developing, stewarding and expanding Growing Projects and empowering and mobilizing
volunteers.

o familiar with the agriculture sector, as well as international agricultural development.

e able to strategically develop partnerships that amplify Growing Hope Globally's visibility among new
agricultural and church communities.

e able to work in a team environment to leverage the multiple skills of staff, board directors, volunteers,
partners and program participants.

e able to work independently and remotely, remaining self-motivated and able to work a flexible
schedule.

Growing Hope Globally is both a local and global non-profit organization and seeks a regional director who is
comfortable in both contexts and has the ability to see the big picture.

For the full job description, go to https://www.growinghopeglobally.org/career-opportunities/

Qualified applicants are encouraged to submit a résumé and cover letter to admin@growinghopeglobally.org
by October 29.

Disciples Congregations Serve As Drop-Off Locations For 2023 Festival Of Sharing

Church World Service (CWS) through its "Festival of Sharing” each fall encourages congregations to gather
supplies for and then pack disaster cleanup buckets, personal hygiene and school kits, and (new this year)
period packs to help persons and communities affected by natural and human-made disasters to recover
more quickly and with dignity.

This year three Christian Church in Ohio congregations served as drop off/loading points for buckets, kits, and
packs to be collected and then loaded in a semi-trailer to take to CWS national warehouse in New Windsor,
Maryland. Gender Road Christian Church in Canal Winchester, First Christian Church of Massillon, and First
Christian Church of Mansfield were all gathering and loading locations. By the time the semi-truck left
Mansfield it was truly packed!

One of the largest group of volunteers was from First Christian Church of Zanesville where member of the
youth group came to the Canal Winchester site to load the truck. Many thanks to all those who helped
create, gather, and pack the supplies. May God's blessings be upon all who will receive these kits. And if you
were not able to participate physically in packing a bucket or kit or loading the truck, you can still help by
donating money to the program. To do so go online to: https://fosohio.org/donate/
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Photos Left to Right

Rev. Sarah Coons Pastor of First Christian Church of Massillon (second from right) stands with church
members, including retired minister Rev. Dr. Darrell Filler (far left) and Andrew Gifford (far right) of Church
World Service.

Kim Paul (left), Director of Education at First Christian Church, Zanesville, stands with her daughter, Alaina,
and Rev. Harris

Rev. Greg Bibler, Pastor of First Christian Church of Mansfield (kneeling center) with church members and

Disciples of Christ Members Figure Prominently In
2023 Church World Service CROP Hunger Walk

Several Christian Church Disciples of Christ
congregations participated in this year's 2023 Central
Ohio Church World Service CROP Hunger Walk on
Sunday afternoon, October 1. Under a beautiful fall
sky in the wonderful Scioto Audubon Metro Park

hundreds gathered from many denominations and faith = ' HUNGE
traditions to both grow in our understanding about SR 2{“{?.},.‘{

hunger and to walk to raise money. Present at an
"Impact Fair” were many of the organizations that
advocate for and feed those who are hungry, or who
live in "food deserts” and they shared information
about their programs and efforts. Most of those who
came for the walk, including from several Disciples of
Christ congregations around the greater Columbus
area, had already raised money for the Walk that will
be distributed to fight global poverty and hunger.

CROP Hunger Walks are community-based walk fundraising events held in cities and towns across the United
States, created to support the global mission of Church World Service, a faith-based organization
transforming communities around the globe through just and sustainable responses to hunger, poverty,
displacement and disaster. After a CROP Hunger Walk ends, 25% of the funds raised is returned to the host
community to support local hunger fighting efforts.
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A special thanks goes out to Northwest Christian Church (NWCC) in Upper Arlington (in the photo) for being
leaders in this event for so many years. Our Regional Minister, Rev. Allen V. Harris, was privileged to give the
opening keynote for the event and got the chance to cut the ribbon to begin the walk. The Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) is one of seventeen faith communities that founded Church World Service in 1947 and
Northwest Christian Church was one of the first churches to walk in the first 1978 Central Ohio CROP

Walk. Linda and Bruce Anschutz are leaders at NWCC and Bruce is on the Walk Planning Committee.

Plan now to view the TOTAL ECLIPSE at Camp
Christian!
April 8th, 2024

\/l @LU th @ We are still working out all of the details, but we will
cclipse at

have a program and there will be space for Tent
Camping, RVs, as well as overnight accommodations in
the Lodge for the less outdoorsy.

CQ m p Stay tuned for more details as they become available,

. . but mark your calendar now!
Christian

~

April 8, 2024

Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail

10335 Maple Dell Rd | Marysville, OH 43040 | Phone 614-433-0343 | Fax 614-433-7285 | ccinoh.org
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