Ohio Regional Newsletter ~ August 2023

General Assembly Recap from the Regional Minister

To say it has been a busy summer for the Christian Church in Ohio is
to understate a huge reality. In addition to a full summer camp
season, with a dedicated but innovatively pieced-together cadre of
newer and well-seasoned individuals serving as Summer Camp Staff,
we also had several projects going on including the General Assembly
of the Christian Church in the United States and Canada. This
biennial event did not happen on site two years ago because of the
pandemic, and so many were especially looking forward to us being
physically together again. I have been attending General Assemblies ,
since I was in high school going to my first one in St. Louis in 1979. T “
have continued to attend because I think it is the very best place to
witness the mission and ministry of the entire church and to engage
with those involved in ministry on our behalf, whether across the
United States and Canada or around the world. Plus it is just plain
old fun!

The General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) convened in Louisville, Kentucky,
from July 29 to August 1, 2023 and over 3,000 people were in attendance, more than at the last in-
person Assembly in Des Moines in 2019. The Christian Church in Ohio was well represented. The
"Regional Roll Call” in the Opening Session found our Regional Minister, Allen Harris, leading a small
representative group across the plenary hall stage as the Region was introduced. Included in those
on stage were: Rev. Shelby Baxter-Andrews, Tomas Hernandez, Kevin Poe, C. Stonebraker-
Martinez, Rev. Luther Young, Rev. Sarah West, and Candis Wilson. Participants in the
Assembly hall from Ohio had signs with our logo on them and cheered when our "delegation” was on
stage. Rev. Harris also led Ohioans in our famous "O-H-I-O" cheer.

Keep reading the complete article with more photos at https://www.ccinoh.com/ccio-

blog/2023/general-assembly-recap-from-the-regional-minister.aspx.
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Reflections from the General Assembly
We thank Rev. Nathan Russell and Rev. Steven Gower for providing these reflections on the General
Assembly. Both not only attended but were leaders during the event.

The first law of physics is: "Things in motion tend to stay in motion;
things at rest tend to stay at rest."

In the hot and humid summer of 2013 in Orlando, Florida, the
General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
passed a Sense of the Assembly Resolution GA-1327 "BECOMING A
PEOPLE OF GRACE AND WELCOME TO ALL." The resolution was far
from perfect; quite frankly, it was milquetoast. It passed by a
standing vote, but the dissent was noticeable. Following that
assembly, many congregations left the denomination. On a
personal note, I went back to my home region, the Christian
Church in the Southwest, and still had to be closeted before the
ecclesial body that would (eventually) approve me for ordination.
Had that resolution not passed, I fear the Church would have
stayed at rest. And yet, the Church took a step, albeit a small one,
and things in motion tend to stay in motion.

For some time, I've struggled with the idea of pragmatism, for pragmatism can provide us with the
illusion of having accomplished something at the expense of greater and much-needed justice. The
perfect can also be the enemy of the good. There is a cultivated tension between these two truths.
One critique of pragmatism is "justice delayed is justice denied," and that is true, and the first law of
physics is also true: "Things in motion tend to stay in motion; things at rest tend to stay at rest.”

On Tuesday, August 1, during the final business session of General Assembly 2023, we
UNANIMOUSLY adopted an Emergency Sense of the Assembly Resolution: GA-2352 "INVITATION TO
OPPOSE ANTI-TRANS LEGISLATION AND AFFIRM THE DIGNITY OF TRANSGENDER AND GENDER-
DIVERSE PEOPLE." The resolution is AWESOME, and it calls the church to bold, prophetic action in
response to harmful and unjust legislation. Had GA-1327 not passed in 2013, or if we delayed the
resolution for something better, I'm not sure the Church would have passed GA-2352 at our most
recent assembly. Yes, the Church in motion tends to stay in motion.

I look forward to our Church's continuing motion and accelerating movement.
Peace abundant,

Rev. Nathan A. Russell, Senior Pastor
Washington Avenue Christian Church, Elyria



It was wonderful to gather in Louisville as our church. For
me, it was quite a busy time, and I enjoyed every
moment.
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General Assembly is always like a family reunion (taking
my family) and getting to see so many wonderful people
and catching up on how God is moving in our lives is

always refreshing. I am so proud of our church and JSIEVENGOWER
delighted to see so much work come to fruition as ="
resolutions were debated and voted on.

Having the opportunity to serve on the General Board and
Administrative Committee these last few years, I've had
the privilege to see the amount of work that goes into so
many of these resolutions and the passion that much of our church has for loving justice. The
biggest moment of worship and joy for me was the resounding affirmation for GA 2352, total silence
in opposition, and cheers of praise as the announcement came that our church adopted an
"Invitation to oppose Anti-Trans Legislation and Affirm the Dignity of Transgender and Gender-
Diverse People.”

Re-electing our General Minister and President, Rev. Terri Hord Owens and hearing her inspirational
sermon in closing worship were great Holy moments.

The work that might have the biggest impact for the future of our denomination and our impact in
sharing the gospel with the world was GA2343 — Amendments to the Design of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ). I was also honored with the privilege of helping in closing worship to speak
about how Disciples Mission Fund is all of our mission fund. DMF is a great example of how our
church is like family.

I am grateful for our church as an example of the Kindom of God within us and among us!
Blessings,

Rev. Steven Gower
Olmsted Community Church, Olmstead Falls
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To see more photos from the General Assembly, please check out our Facebook Album at
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.670843521747907&type=3

AND if you attended General Assembly and you'd be willing to share some of your photos with the
Region, please email them to ccio@ccinoh.org and/or if you posted them on Social Media, DM us to
let us know that we have permission to use them.
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Huge THANK YOU to everyone who
worked at Camp Christian this
Summer!!

Kitchen Workers

Bruce Bowerman-Jett, Kyrstin Allen, Carol
Butcher, Mackenzie Clark, Kathy Hilty,
Pamela Mendenhall, Sandy Mendenhall, Rob
Wheeler

Maintenance Workers
Tom Bowerman-Jett, Chris Compton, Megan
Cross, Emily Fisher, Tom Hale, PJ Homik

Secretary
Isabella Curet

Nurse
Haley Hunt

Camp Christian Liaison
Rev. Jim Bane

THANK YOU
STAFT

Even though those were their designations, we know that all of them went above and beyond to
work in all areas as needed over the last 2 months. We cannot thank them enough for all of their

hard work and dedication.

Please note, with everyone's differing schedules we unfortunately didn’t end up getting a group

picture with everyone in it.

Disciples Fellowship Retreat

mw Labor Day Weekend
September 1-3 at Camp Christian
[ ] @
DIsCIpIes Keynote Speaker — Rev. Allen V. Harris

[_]
F9“0W$hlp The theme for the Disciples Fellowship Retreat Labor Day weekend
(September 1-3) is Camp Reunion. All of our lessons and activities will
Retl‘eat return us to worship styles, songs and traditions from all stages of camp
life. We encourage new people even though the theme is reunion,
because as with all of our retreats, there will be something for everyone!
Call your camp friends and come and enjoy fun, fellowship and worship at our beloved camp. For
more information, click/copy the link below, or contact us at OhioDFR@gmail.com

https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/disciples-fellowship.aspx
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Ohio Women's Ministries Fall Retreat
September 8th & 9th at Camp Christian

Theme: "Glorify God in your Mind, Body and Spirit.”

Featuring Rev. Shauna Linn McGhee, Pastor, Freedom and Truth Christian Church

Program on Saturday, September 9th

Optional add-on overnight at Camp on Friday, September 8th for Worship around the campfire,

fellowship, movies, and games.

For complete details, go to https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/ohio-womens-ministries.aspx

W oad Ohio Women's Ministries
.' Fall Retreat
September 8 & 9, 2023

At Camp Christian
10335 Maple Dell Rd., Marysville, Ohio 43040
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THEME: “Glorify God in your Mind, Body and Spirit.”
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BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND! OUR KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Rev. Shauna Linn McGhee, MDiv. Pastor, Freedom and Truth Christian Church

September 8, 2023 (Registration for Friday night is $35.00)
» Worship around the Campfire, followed by snacks, movies, and games in the
dining hall.

September 9, 2023 (Registration for Saturday, only is $45.00)

» Program — “Glorify God in your Mind, Body and Spirit” — Rev. Shauna McGhee

» Workshops

» Basket Raffle (proceeds will benefit OWM (providing scholarships, help with meal
cost, etc.)

» Handmade Jewelry and wall hangings made by LaVerne Thorpe.

» Crafters, if you have items to sell, please let us know so that a space can be
provided.

» Chair Massages by Maria Girardi

» Arts and crafts including Prayer Box and Prayer Shaker

DON'T MISS THIS CHANCE TO WORSHIP & SPEND TIME WITH YOUR SISTERS !!
WE CAN'T WAIT TO SEE You!
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ALL "Camps” Retreat
Saturday September 16th from 9 am-3pm

This event is open to anyone who would like to reflect on this past
Summer Camp season at Camp Christian, and a time for sharing and
imagination for our beloved community as we look ahead to 2024/2025.
We will end our retreat with collecting ideas to share with the Camp
Christian Committee and a time of worship together.

The cost is $10.00 per person for lunch and supplies. Additional
overnight is optional for Friday night in the Monroe Lodge at $35.00 per
person.

If you have questions please email
Bruce Bowerman-Jett bbowerman-jett@ccinoh.org

Registration available on our website.

Domestic/Intimate Partner Violence Prevention Workshop and Training

The Christian Church in Ohio is hosting a special workshop dealing with domestic/intimate partner
violence awareness and prevention. It will be on Saturday, September 23rd from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00
p.m. and will be held at Camp Christian.

The Rev. Dr. C.J. Koen, Pastor at North Side Christian Church in Cincinnati, has designed and will be
facilitating this workshop and training.

Training for increased identification of victims of domestic violence and increased referrals to
specialist domestic violence agencies and advocacy programs.

More information and registration at https://www.ccinoh.com/regional-
calendar.aspx?events=11148&action=details

Domestic/Intimate Partner
Violence Workshop &Training Saturdayv

LOVEAS NOT et
ABUSIVE

TOGETHER WE S
CAN'END THE icated |

Facilitated by

VIOLENCE Rev. Dr.

C.J. Koen
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Save the Date for the Christmas Market &
Celebration at Camp Christian
December 2, 2023

Since some folks like to celebrate Christmas in July, we
figured this was a great opportunity to remind you about
our Christmas Market and Celebration at Camp Christian
December 2nd, 2023!

If you are a crafter or vendor, PLEASE SAVE THE DATE
NOW and plan to have a table. Invite your family, friends,
and neighbors to spend some time at beautiful Camp
Christian. We want to keep building this event year after
year.

More information and vendor registration coming soon!

The International Affairs Seminar for Youth
March 8-16, 2024

L &<

™

G e (]
P Chrigfrag [t
2 (Jelebrafiir

Camp Christian
Saturday, December 2nd, 2023
Sy
HELP US CONTINUE TO
BUILD THIS EVENT!

An Adventure of a Lifetime

International Affairs Seminar 2024

The Christian Church in Ohio and the
Heartland Conference UCC are inviting

High School Sophomores, Juniors, &
Seniors to join us for a week long event
that is sure to change lives. Check out
the Regional Website (Click Here) for
more IAS information. Also, $100 Early

Registration Scholarship by Sept. 18th.

MARCH 8-16, 2024

Phone: 440-289-8219
Email:
RevRalphW@sbcglobal.net
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Rev. Dr. Robin Hedgeman Participates In
Historic Ribbon Cutting For Cleveland
Foundation Headquarters

On July 15th the Cleveland Foundation Celebrated
the Grand Opening of Its New MidTown HQ.

Dr. Hedgeman, Pastor at Bethany Christian Church
in Cleveland, is a member of the Cleveland
Foundation Board of Trustees and has been for the
last five years. The others who you see cutting the
ribbon are a mixture of community leaders and
board leaders as well as staff.

The move of the Cleveland Foundation Headquarters to Mid-Town is both historic and bold. The
location as well as acquiring our own space was a bold move on behalf of the Foundation. This will
be a blessing to the city as Cleveland undergoes a facelift in some areas of the City.
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Amber Fields Called As Student Pastor Of Mid-Ohio Valley

~  Amber Fields—Student Minister MOVP is a transplant to the Mid-Ohio Valley
from Phoenix Arizona. She has been married 19 years (July 17) and raised
three sons (32, 30, & 29) with her husband before welcoming their midlife
daughter (3) during the covid pandemic.

Amber spent ten years as a finance manager and was called into senior
caregiving. Working fulltime she went on to further her education first at
Colorado Christian University studying Biblical Studies, and then transferred
to Southern New Hampshire University working towards her Bachelors
degree in Sociology.

y As a Christian, Amber has heard God's call and is currently pursuing a
Masters of Divinity at Lexington Theological Seminary in Kentucky and has
been called to serve the Mid-Ohio Valley Parish serving as Student Minister
to the two church congregation.

In her free time, Amber enjoys spending time with her husband, Joe; their daughter Ava, extended
family (including 5 grandchildren), traveling, reading, and photography.

Western Reserve Christian Church of Hudson Hosts Final Service July 30th

On Sunday, July 30th, 2023, Western Reserve Christian Church melted into the greater Body of Christ
as it concluded its Mission and Ministry of 133 years to the Hudson community, the Christian Church
in Ohio, and beyond with a celebration of Worship. Former members and Clergy gathered with the
faithful remnant to share a time of remembrance for all the lives touched by this congregation over
the years.

Special thanks to Rev. Ed Allen, Rev. Bob Hutson, and Rev. Joe Campbell for creating this blessed
worship experience.



The Worship was recorded and can be viewed on their Facebook Page -
https://www.facebook.com/Disciples.Church.in.Hudson

Let us get thanks for the many blessings that God has poured out on this faithful group of people.

Rev. Nik Donges Honored As Pastor Emeritus Of Anderson
Hills Christian Church

Anderson Hills Christian Church, Cincinnati celebrated the ministry of
Reverend Nik Donges today as he was named Minister Emeritus of
the congregation and Regional Minister Emeritus of the Christian
Church In Ohio.

Our Regional Minister, Rev. Allen Harris, preached and he and our
Regional Elder for District 12, Rev. Thomas Barnes shared in the
service with the Interim Pastor, Rev. Rebecca Woods and several lay
leaders.

If you would like to view the service go to the church's YouTube page
here: https://www.youtube.com/live/KSQLAaxY6LU?feature=share

Heights Christian Church To Host Rev. Dr. Marvin McMickle For
2023 "Porch Talks”

We are doing something big and want you to be a part of it! In 1965
members of Heights Christian Church invited Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
to speak at our church. While many people reacted with fear and
prejudice, our leadership persevered and Dr. King spoke from the porch
to a huge crowd. He often spoke of the Beloved Community, which the
King Center describes in this way, "In the Beloved Community, poverty,
hunger and homelessness will not be tolerated because international
standards of human decency will not allow it. Racism and all forms of
discrimination, bigotry and prejudice will be replaced by an all-inclusive spirit of sisterhood and
brotherhood.”

The work to achieve that goal continues at Heights Christian, in greater Cleveland, and around the
world. This year, in partnership with East View UCC and Plymouth UCC, we are continuing our Porch
Talks for a Beloved Community series. We began these in 2019, inviting social justice leaders to
share their prophetic voices and to sustain the call to do justice and love mercy. After a pause due to
the pandemic, we began again last year, in partnership with East View UCC (who bought our building
on Van Aken Blvd.) and with Plymouth UCC (in whose building we now "nest”). This year we are
delighted to welcome the Rev. Dr. Marvin McMickle, Pastor Emeritus of Antioch Baptist Church in
Cleveland and former President of Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School, to speak on Saturday,
August 12th at 5:30 p.m. from that same porch on Van Aken Blvd and Avalon Road. A combined
choir from all three sponsoring congregations will be part of the program as well, and a reception will
follow.
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In July 1965, The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. spoke to a large
crowd from the porch of Heights Christian Church.

This summer, the work to achieve Dr. King’s vision goes on through
a public event focused on the continued call toward social justice

Porch Talks
for a
Beloved Community

SATURDAY, August 12 at 5:30 p.m.
East View United Church of Christ
17300 Van Aken Blvd. Shaker Heights

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Marvin McMickle
“No Room in the Inn, Part 2”

As a teenager, Dr. McMickle met Dr. King, who he counts as one of his mentors.

Dr. McMickle is the former President of Colgate Rochester Crozer
Divinity School. He also served as senior minister of Antioch Baptist Church in
Cleveland from 1987-2011 and was named Pastor Emeritus at the church

in 2018 and served as Interim from 2020-2022.

Porch Talks will be held outdoors (weather permitting)
Bring a lawn chair or blanket to sit on

In the event of rain, we will move into the church’s sanctuary

A reception with light refreshments will follow the program

Free and open to the public

“’ﬁ.:,.«. Presented by
e East View United Church of Christ
Heights Christian Church
Plymouth Church UCC

For more information, contact any of the sponsoring congregations
or call the Heights Christian Church office at 216.561.4800

Carthage Christian Church Celebrates Last
Sunday In Historic Building August 6

On Sunday, August 6, 2023 Carthage Christian
Church's faithful members and friends gathered for
the final Worship Service at this location.

The congregation will continue after a brief respite
for reimagining by the faithful elders who remain
committed. Regional Elder, Rev. Thomas Barnes, in
addition to offering words of support and the
prayers of the day, presented the Rev. Larry Pigg
Scholarship to Abigail Marie Scott. This scholarship




is given by the District 12 Clergy to a young person for academic accomplishment to help them with
their college studies.

Several beautiful solos were shared by Erin Railey. A video greeting was offered by former pastor,
Reverend Alan Dicken. Reverend Nancy Eichorn has been serving the congregation as a bridge pastor
for the last four months and helped to design this service. Our Regional Minister, Rev. Allen Harris,
offered the sermon "Holding Fast To Our Hope” on Hebrews 10:16-25.

Northside Christian Church, Cincinnati, Celebrates 161st Anniversary
Sunday August 13th

Voo \ N NIO[S, N

Afternoon Worship
Guest Speaker
Rev. Alen Harris

Regional Pastor (OH)

Morning Worship
Rev. Dr. CJ Koen
Pastor, Northside CC

William Schick

4114 Fergus St Cincinnati OH 45223-513.542.4036-www.northsidedoc.org



Congratulations to Rev. David Zerby, New Interim Minister of David's Church UCC in
Canal Winchester
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DAVID'S
UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST

REV. DAVID ZERBY

The Interim Pastor Search
Committee is happy to
announce that Rev. David Zerby
will join our congregation as
intentional interim minister
starting August 15th!

@DavidsUnitedChurchofChrist

First Christian Church Of Findlay Moves To "Nest” At First
United Church of Christ Findlay

On Sunday, August 6 at their 10:30 a.m. service First Christian
Church of Findlay will conclude their time in their current facilities
on Tiffin Avenue. The service, led by their Pastor, Rev. Rick
Modglin-Green, will conclude with a litany "Stepping Into A New = .
Chapter.” Regional Elder for District 5, Rev. Mike Valentine, will be |’ T
present for the service. e

The next Sunday, August 13, the congregation will worship for the
first time in the facilities of First United Church of Christ of Findlay
(2100 Greendale Ave.) at their new time of 11:00 a.m. First
Christian Church is 139 years old and they have been in their
current location for the last 7 years. Rev. Modglin-Green shared, "A
blessing is while our rent will be lower, what we do pay goes to
another ministry!” Please hold this faithful congregation and their Pastor in your prayers as they
transition to a new sacred space.




Rev. Monique Crain Spells Called As Vice President
Of Disciples Home Missions

Rev. Monique Crain Spells has been called by Disciples
Home Missions to the position of Vice President for
Mission, Advocacy, and Programs. With this promotion,
Rev. Crain Spells will have organizational management
responsibility for overseeing key areas of DHM's
programmatic work. As DHM is restructured and
transformed to better meet the needs of today's church,
she will continue to be a pivotal part of ensuring the
relevance and effectiveness of DHM's ministries. As Vice
President, she will be a member of DHM's leadership team and work with the President and CEO to
fulfill the strategic objectives of the ministry and advance the mission of DHM. She will also maintain
her role as merger staff with the National Convocation and continue to have responsibility for
Christian Education/Faith Formation and promoting the vitality of Black Disciples.

Some will remember Rev. Crain Spells as the Leader of our Clergy Spiritual Life Retreat this past
January here in the Christian Church in Ohio.

For a full announcement, go online to: https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/vice-president-for-
mission-advocacy-and-programs/

DMF Day — August 24, 2023

Disciples Mission Fund (DMF) makes it possible for
us to do more together than we can alone. Because
of DMF, lives are transformed and ministry happens
across the church and around the world.

@ugmﬁ 24, 2023

Congregations are stronger when they participate in

Disciples Mission Fund because they are part of

something much larger than themselves — DMF

makes it possible for Disciples in do ministry in

places far beyond their own community. m tdget/m’
a)e can alone

Plus, congregations benefit from DMF in tangible
ways as well: support from their regional minister
through the search and call process, sending kids to
church camp, ministry interns from Disciples
seminaries, global mission partners, and so much
more.

How has your congregation been impacted by Disciples Mission Fund?

On August 24, 2023, we will celebrate the work we do together as church because of Disciples
Mission Fund. Follow Disciples social media for live events, stories, and updates throughout the day.
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Please make a gift on DMF Day in celebration of all we are able to do together.

More information, resources, and how to donate at https://disciplesmissionfund.org/dmfday/

Church World Service (CWS) — Festival of Sharing

The world is ever-changing, yet for almost 40 years, the
Festival of Sharing has offered help and hope to our
neighbors here at home and around the world through
thoughtfully assembled kits for Church World Service.
During that time, we have endured changes—big and small.
As we think back to the early days when Mel West formed
the Festival of Sharing Ohio with help from a small group of
United Methodist Churches, we are reminded that even
through changes, God has continued to use this ministry to
do new things and bless others.

Over the years, the festival has grown into a state-wide
event bringing churches of all denominations together.
These dedicated congregations have continuously blessed
others each year through the kits they make. In the midst
of change, there is one thing we know will always remain—
our excitement and commitment to being in partnership
with anyone who feels called to support the Festival of Sharing. After all, our volunteers are at the
heart of what we do.

In the spirit of change, we are excited to share two new partnerships this year:

A NEW LOCATION - Since 2007, Otterbein University has been our home. As a dedicated partner
for over 10 years, we are grateful for the blessing they have been to the Festival of Sharing. As we
continue to expand, we are excited about our new partnership. This year the Festival of Sharing
will be held on September 30th at our new location, Gender Road Christian Church in
Canal Winchester. Most of the kit drop off locations will open soon after Labor Day and will be
open through September 22, 2023. Find a drop-off location near you at fosohio.org/kit-depots.

A NEW KIT - UMCOR and Church World Service have teamed together to help end period poverty
here in the United States. Through our new kit, the Period Pack (menstrual hygiene kit) you can
share your love with others while being an even greater blessing to individuals lacking access to
necessary feminine care supplies like sanitary napkins, tampons and soap.

Friends, as you look back on "all that has been” throughout the years with your ministry, for what do
you give thanks?

As you look ahead to your ministry and "all that will be,” we pray that you will say "Yes” and support
the Festival of Sharing.
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God has the power to make all things new. And we believe the One who still says "Yes!” to us will be
with the Festival of Sharing as we move together to share God's love with others.

For complete details about the Festival of Sharing including bucket/kit information and
church resources, go to https://fosohio.org/

Special thanks to Gender Road Christian Church for being the new Festival of Sharing "home” as
well as to our other Christian Church in Ohio drop-off depots: First Christian Church of Massillon and
First Christian Church of Mansfield!!
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