
Ohio Regional Newsletter ~ July 2023 
 

Summer Programs at Camp Christian 
 
Even though we've passed the halfway point for our Summer 
Programs at Camp Christian… 
 
IT'S NOT TOO LATE TO REGISTER FOR CAMP!!! 
 
While several events have already passed, the remaining camps 
and conferences are still accepting registrations.  All of the registration forms for the various weeks of camp as 
well as the health and scholarship forms and information are linked directly through our Regional Church 
website at https://www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian/summer-programs/form-downloads-and-links.aspx.  
 
As with previous years, there are abundant scholarships available. We don't want cost to ever be a reason 
someone doesn't come to Camp.  Scholarship forms are available on the same page of our website. 
 
Our remaining 2023 Summer Church Camp Season includes: 
 
*Chi Rho Camp 2: July 9th – 15th 
For those youth who completed 6th, 7th, or 8th grade (May/June 2023) 
 
*CYF Conference 2: July 16th – 22nd 
For youth who completed 9th, 10th, 11th, or 12th grade (May/June 2023) 
 
*Advance Conference: July 30th - August 6th 
For all adults ages 19 to 30 (at least 1 year out of high school) 
 
*AND – Save the Dates for the next Disciples Fellowship Retreat: September 1st – 3rd 
For ALL ages!! 
 
Aren't you so relieved to know that you haven't missed the chance to sign up for an incredible opportunity for 
fun and friendship, Bible Study and worship, singing and s'mores, ping pong and grilled cheese sandwiches, 
long talks and long walks with mentors and sages?  Relax!  Take a deep breath, and follow the link to sign up 
today! 
 
We look forward to seeing all of you at one of our camps, conferences, or retreats, at beautiful Camp Christian 
this summer. Please share these forms and information with anyone and everyone you know who may be 
interested in coming to camp!  See you soon! 
 
P.S. Oh, and you don't have to be a member of a Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) congregation, or really 
any church, to attend one of our summer camps, conferences, or retreats.  So please invite your friends, 
family, neighbors & coworkers! 
 

 



Advance Conference 
July 30 – August 6 at Camp Christian 
For all adults ages 19 to 30 (at least 1 year out of high school.) 

 
There are also ala-carte registration options for those who cannot attend the entire week of Advance 
Conference. 
 
PLUS, there is a Preview Day for all 2023 High School Graduates (whether you attended CYF Conference or 
not) that is FREE on Tuesday, August 1st from 9:30am – 5:00pm to check out Advance Conference. 
 
For forms, registration, and contact info for questions can be found at 
https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/advance-ministry.aspx 
 

 
Save the Date for the next Disciples Fellowship Retreat 
September 1-3 at Camp Christian 
 
The theme for the Disciples Fellowship Retreat Labor Day weekend (September 1-
3) is Camp Reunion. All of our lessons and activities will return us to worship styles, 
songs and traditions from all stages of camp life. We encourage new people even 
though the theme is reunion, because as with all of our retreats, there will be 
something for everyone! Call your camp friends and come and enjoy fun, 
fellowship and worship at our beloved camp. Registration materials will be 
available soon. For more information contact us at OhioDFR@gmail.com 

 

 
Save the Date for the Ohio Women's Ministries Fall Retreat 
September 9th at Camp Christian 
 
There will be fellowship and an overnight option available on September 8th as well. 
 
More information and registration coming soon! 
 



 
St. Andrew Christian Church Featured In Columbus Dispatch For 
Refugee Ministry 
 
For the past several years members of St. Andrew Christian Church in 
Dublin have helped resettle and refugees from Afghanistan helping 
refugees settle in, find jobs, housing, and connect with their 
community. Their Pastor, the Rev. Morgan Wickizer, along with church 
leaders Charlette Allred and Sue Blaine, and other members of the Saint 
Andrew Christian Church co-sponsored the family of six along with CRIS 
(Community Refugee & Immigration Services,) an independent non-
profit organization that serves the refugee and immigrant populations 
in Central Ohio).  The church has co-sponsored, Dost Mohammad 
Mohammad Ibrahim, Hajibibi Mohammad Sardar, and their family of six 

who are refugees from Afghanistan, The State Department is accepting private sponsors to assume expanded 
responsibility for helping refugees in parallel to the existing refugee resettlement agencies. 
 
To read more and see photos from the story, go online here: https://www.dispatch.com/picture-
gallery/news/2023/04/17/new-refugee-sponsor-initiative/11263311002/ 
 

 
Rev. Nathan Russell Honored By Lorian County 
Urban League 
 
On Friday, May 19, the Lorain County Urban League 
hosted its 45th Anniversary Equal Opportunity Gala 
(EOD).  This significant event recognized and 
honored exceptional individuals and generated 
funds that support the Urban League's work in 
education, economic empowerment, civic 
engagement, and outreach.  The EOD celebration 
paid tribute to community leaders whose work 
embodies the mission of the Urban League, which is 
to empower African Americans and underserved 
individuals to thrive through direct service, 
collaboration, and advocacy.  Their Senior Pastor, 
Rev. Nathan Russell received the Community Champion Award. Accompanying Pastor Nathan were members 
of the WACC Staff: Glennis Covault, Evan Collins, and Debbie Walker.  Additional WACC attendees included the 
Rev. Ron Dauphin, Kimberly & Dennis Wilhelm, and the Rev. Allen V. Harris, Regional Minister and President of 
the Christian Church in Ohio.   
 
To see the video of Pastor Nathan's acceptance speech, click here: https://youtu.be/ONA2huSG9Lk 
 

 



Celebrating the Life and Legacy of Stephen Taylor At Camp Christian 
 
On Saturday morning, May 20th, friends, family, and former camp 
staffers gathered at the pole barn at Camp Christian to honor the legacy 
of Steve Taylor, our longtime Camp Superintendent.   
 
Family members, including Steve's wife, Sandra, son, Seth, and other 
family members were present and Seth spoke about his father's 
accomplishments and Charlette Allred read a letter of commendation 
from St. Andrew's Christian Church where the Taylors belong.  Seth's 
wife, the Rev. Wendy Taylor, prepared refreshments including creamed 
chipped beef on mini-toast, apple crisp, and bottled cokes!    
 
The wooden plaque, prepared by Lily Taylor, will hang in the pole barn 
and the engraved plaque will hang in the Dining Hall. 
 

 
Rev. Brian Moore Elected To National Benevolent Association Board 
 
The Board of Trustees of the National Benevolent 
Association of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
met June 8–10, 2023, at Union Avenue Christian Church 
in Saint Louis, Missouri.  The meeting opened with 
dinner on Thursday evening, including introductions, 
announcements of new NBA staff members, and a 
presentation from Mark D. Anderson, NBA President & 
CEO. 
 
The Board of Trustees offered a celebration of the 
leadership and compassionate work of outgoing board 
members Rev. Jabari Butler and Rev. Dr. Darren Phelps. 
The Board also voted to affirm and welcome newly elected board members, Rev. Brian T. Moore of Euclid, 
Ohio (pictured left in the photo) Dr. Xochitl Alvizo of Los Angeles, California, and Rev. Jorge 'Joey' Cotto of 
Miami, Florida, and Rev. Janetta Cravens of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.  
 
"As the Governance Committee Chair, it is always exciting to meet new board members in person as they 
become more than a name or a bio,” said Lisa Buday. "As we meet for the first time, it becomes clear that they 
bring talent, skills, and compassion to our board. Welcome to our new NBA Trustees!” 
 
As part of the board meeting, Disciples General Minister and President, Rev. Terri Hord Owens, offered an 
overview of recent developments and strategic initiatives of the denomination as well as a preview of business 
items at the upcoming General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). The Trustees received a 
clean audit of NBA's consolidated financials from the auditing firm, FORVIS. The committees of the NBA Board 
also had time to meet and conduct work together. 
 

 



Thank You First Christian Church of Wadsworth for 
Painting the Administration Building 
 
In May members of First Christian Church of Wadsworth, 
once again, gave generously of their time, energy, and 
devotion to help improve Camp Christian.  This time 
they helped to paint the exterior of the Administration 
Building which was sorely in need of it.  Another gift was 
the replacement of the flashing around the roofline of 
the Admin building. 
 
We do encourage other congregations to pull together a 
team to help improve and upgrade our beloved Camp 
Christian.  Tom Bowerman-Jett, our Campsite Manager, 
always has "over-and-above” projects for groups small – 

medium – and large of any skill set.  To find out more and schedule your congregation's work trip, just email 
him at: Thomas Bowerman-Jett (tbowerman-jett@ccinoh.org.)   
 

 
The Centers Honors Chuck Tuttle For Service To Cleveland Christian Home 
At May 23 Annual Meeting 
 
On Tuesday, May 23 The Centers, of which The Cleveland Christian Home is 
now an integral part, held its annual Board Meeting and Board of Directors 
Reception in The Mandel Room at The Centers headquarters in downtown 
Cleveland.  Our Regional Pastor and President, Rev. Allen Harris, 
represented the Christian Church in Ohio.  Members from several 
congregations, including Washington Avenue Christian Church in Elyria and 
Lake Side Christian Church in Euclid, were also present.  The recently retired 
Executive Director of the Cleveland Christian Home, Chuck Tuttle, was 
honored by The Centers and their President and CEO, Eric L. Morse.  
 
To find out more about Cleveland Christian Home and it's new relationship 
to The Centers and to get on their mailing list, please contact Maureen 
Horton at Maureen Horton Maureen.Horton@thecentersohio.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rev. Stephen Smythers Installed As Senior Pastor Of First Christian Church 
of Alliance 
 
On Sunday, June 18th our Regional Minister, Reverend Allen V. Harris, and 
Regional Elder, Reverend Dr. Don Baird, participated in the installation 
service for the new Pastor of Alliance First Christian Church, the Reverend 
Stephen Smythers.  Also participating were Seth DeHoff, Chair of the Search 
Committee, Rev. Dr. Rick Grace of Disciples Heritage Fellowship, and 
Rev.  Renny Domske, Preacher.   
 
Rev. Smythers comes to Ohio via First Christian Church of Ashland, Kentucky 
and First Christian Church of Washington, Pennsylvania.  He is a graduate of 
Lexington Theological Seminary (KY) and Lynchburg College (now University – 
VA).  
 

Find out more on their website at https://www.alliancefcc.com 
 

 
 
Rev. Thomas Barnes Concludes Ten Year Ministry As Senior 
Pastor Of Kemper Road Christian Church, Begins Tenure As 
Regional Elder 
 
On Saturday, June 25th and Sunday, June 26th many people 
from around Ohio and Kentucky gathered to celebrate the 
conclusion of the ministry of the Rev. Thomas Barnes as 
Senior Pastor of Kemper Road Christian Church, Cincinnati 
for the past ten years, and his retirement from full time 
active congregational ministry.  There was a wonderful 
outpouring of appreciation, respect, and love for Rev. 
Barnes at several events over the weekend.  Rev. Barnes 
also moved into the position of Regional Elder for District 12 
starting July 1.  Rev. Cheryl Coggins is now the Transitional 
Minister at Kemper Road Christian Church.  Rev. Dr. C. J. 
Koen was worship leader. (Pictured L to R: Rev. Harris, Rev. 
Coggins, Rev. Barnes, and Rev. Dr. Koen.)  
 
On July 1st, following the conclusion of the tenure of Rev. Nik Donges as Regional Elder for District 12, the Rev. 
Thomas E. Barnes began as Regional Elder.  Prior to his call to Kemper Road Christian Church, Rev. Barnes 
served as Pastor of Fifth Christian Church (DOC)-Evanston; Assistant Pastor of Unity Christian Church (DOC) -
Hartwell and Associate Pastor of New Jerusalem Baptist Church-Carthage. He also recently retired from 
General Electric-Aviation after 32 years. 
 
Rev. Barnes is a proud 3rd generation Disciple of Christ, being baptized at the age of 7 at High Street Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) in Mt. Sterling, Kentucky. He is a graduate of Montgomery Co. High School, 
Morehead State University (BA Business Management) and attended Lexington Theological Seminary. 
 
Rev. Barnes has been married to his wife Sonja for 36 years; they are the proud parents of Thomas (Sarah), 
Chquantae, Taylor (Wayne) and Trenton. 



Camp Christian Receives Camp Matters Permanent Fund Grant 
 
Great news was received this spring from The Camp Matters Permanent Fund Team at Christmount 
Conference Center.  We received a grant, thanks to the work of Bruce and Tom Bowerman-Jett.  This grant will 
be used to upgrade and expand the internet capacity of Camp Christian. 
 
"Dear Camp Christian, 
 

On behalf of the Camp Matters Permanent Fund team, we are thrilled to award your camp the 2023 Camp 
Matters Permanent Fund Grant!   We are sending a check for $500 to be used for the purposes as outlined in 
your grant application proposal.  
 

We are grateful for your commitment to outdoor ministries and to your expressions of care and hospitality to 
all who encounter your sacred spaces. 
 

Congratulations and Happy Camping, 
 

The Camp Matters Permanent Fund Team 
Rev. Rob Morris, Rev. David Mallory, Rev. Diana Spangler-Crawford, Jeremy Hopkins, John May, Martha 
Fletcher” 
 

 
Kemper Road Christian Church Hosts Bible Heroes VBS! 

 
Kemper Road Christian Church Vacation Bible School! 
 
Bible Heroes!!   
 
Join us:   July 24 through July 27, 2023 
 
Time:   6 pm – 8 pm 
 
Ages:  5 through 17  (Kindergarten – Seniors in high school) 
 
Register at:  MyVBS | Kemper Road Christian Church https://www.myvbs.org/KRCC/register/ 
 
Kemper Road Christian Church 
11609 Hanover Road, 
Forest Park, OH   45240 
Call:  513-825-4453 for questions 
 



 

 
 

Pre-General Assembly Business Discussion Zoom Calls 
 
One of the many reasons Disciples attend the General Assembly 
is to perform the worshipful work of the Church through 
business sessions.  The General Assembly is the general 
representative body of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
and receives and acts upon proposed policy and program, 
reports and resolutions, and other items of business presented 
during business sessions.  Every congregation has the right to 
select at least two official voting representatives, in addition to 
all commissioned and ordained clergy, to prayerfully consider 
and vote on the business of the church. 
 
Whether or not you are planning on attending the Louisville 
General Assembly you are still invited to learn about the 
business that will come before the Church and discuss it.  Our 
Regional Minister has set aside time for us to discuss the 
business that will come before the General Assembly.  On 
Wednesday, July 19 there will be two on-line sessions to choose from: 10 a.m. and 7 p.m.  Each session will 
last an hour and a half and will include a quick refresher as to the unique characteristics of business at a 
Disciples of Christ General Assembly, as well as they types of business that comes before the body.  There isn't 
nearly enough time to cover all the business, so only a few of the most important items will be discussed.  But 
if you have one item you *really* want to discuss, please feel free to email Rev. Harris with your request: 
AHarris@ccinoh.org. 
 
To find a list and the full text of all the business items for this summer's General Assembly, go online here: 
https://ga.disciples.org/business/.  Please make sure your official congregational voting delegates and all 
clergy know about these opportunities. 
 

 



Not One, But TWO Christian Church In Ohio Artists To Be Featured At The 2023 General Assembly 
 
Art can transform into touchstones for the sacred and transform our understanding of how the kingdom of 
God is within us and among us.  As we are encouraged to discover the presence of divinity, the General 
Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is excited for ways in which we will engage in the 
intersection of God's creativity and arts as part of the upcoming 2023 General Assembly July 28 – August 2 in 
Louisville, Kentucky.  An experienced team has envisioned a curated and intentional opportunity for 
participants to engage in the arts as a part of faith exploration. 
 

The General Assembly is excited to announce it has selected five resident artists 
to create interactive installations inspired by the General Assembly theme 
Kindom of God Within Us, Among Us (TWO of whom are from Ohio!).  The 
resident artists will lead participants in creative encounters of our theme 
through a variety of media. Throughout the Assembly, attendees can explore 
the Exhibit Hall to find a group of immersive and interactive art installations 
that explore the ways in which God's kindom is within us among us. There will 
also be opportunities to explore the work of our digital resident artist online. 
 
Erin King grew up at First Christian Church of Bellefontaine.  She is now a St. 
Louis-based working and teaching artist who believes in the arts' ability to build 
and model community. She works across disciplines, primarily in fiber-based 

processes, with an interest in how smaller elements work to create something stronger together.  Erin will 
create an interactive exhibit of webbed textiles through which participants will enter and explore embodied 
imaginations of God's kindom within us and among us. Find out more about Erin's art at www.erinkingart.com 
or on Instagram at @erinkizzle and Facebook at @feltcutehandcrafts. 
 
LaVerne Thorpe, an active member at Gender Road Christian Church in Canal 
Winchester, is in interdisciplinary, glass-based artist creating pieces both small 
and large, from jewelry to statues and more. LaVerne believes in the social 
responsibility of art, and along with her leadership in the general church, has 
dedicated herself to creating tangible ways to transform lives and communities, 
including donating 25% of all proceeds from her art sales to agencies fighting 
human trafficking.  LaVerne's exhibit will invite participants into an interactive 
journey from healing into brokenness featuring fabric and sculptures. Find out 
more about LaVerne's art at www.allbyhand313.net/about. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jackie Compton Bunch To Be Honored By NBA With 
Reception At General Assembly 
 

In partnership with the National Convocation of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ), the NBA is hosting a celebration 
reception to recognize the leadership of Mrs. Jackie Compton 
Bunch a longtime leader in the Christian Church in Ohio as 
well as throughout the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ).  This special reception will benefit the NBA Jackie 
Compton Bunch Fund, which supports Disciples of Christ-
affiliated health and social service ministries by 
strengthening leaders and organizational development.  The 
reception will take place on Sunday, July 30th from 2:45 pm - 
3:45 pm CDT at 221 S 4th St, Louisville, KY 40202.   

 

To RSVP for the Brunch, please go online to: https://www.nbacares.org/event/nba-jackie-compton-bunch-
fund-reception-at-general-assembly-2023/   
 

 

Can't Make It To Louisville For General Assembly?  Then Plan To Participate Digitally! 
 
Can't make it to Louisville? In addition to live streaming worship for free*, Disciples far and wide can gain 
access after the event to recorded workshops and materials. Register for a digital access pass today at 
https://web.cvent.com/event/b8cdd40a-6cd8-48aa-a28c-22148adf819f/websitePage:ee6e6eee-07f7-428e-
8d47-ec8b8e8534ec 
 
Digital Access Only | Offers access to all the workshop sessions and worship sermons recorded during the 
General Assembly. Recordings will be available after the General Assembly. These recordings are for individual 
and congregational use. 
 
If you are not able to attend in person but would like to purchase all the recorded sessions to watch after the 
General Assembly, you may choose the "Digital Access Only" option. If you are attending in person and would 
like to benefit from having the recorded sessions, you can add the "Digital Access Only" option, at a 
discounted bundle price, when you register.  
 
Individual Use Only 
If you are not attending  |  $175.00 
If you are attending in person  |  $100.00 
(Discounted Bundle Fee) 
 
Congregational Use only 
Congregations < 100 |  $350.00 
Less than 100 in average worship attendance 
 
Congregations 101 - 500  |  $500.00 
Between 101 - 500 in average worship attendance 
 
Congregations > 500+ |  $750 
More than 500 in average worship attendance 
 



*Worship Services will be each evening, Saturday, July 29 through Tuesday, August 1, from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 
(ET) 
 
Details about the streaming options will be available soon on the General Assembly 
Webpage https://ga.disciples.org/ 
 

 
 
Covenant Journal Sent To All Congregations and Available Online 
 
Your congregation should have recently received the latest "Covenant 
Journal” from the Christian Church (Disciples Of Christ) General 
Offices. Please be sure to read through it carefully as it has important 
information and updates, and make sure leaders in your church also receive 
the inspiration and information it offers.   
 
If you did not receive your copy, please let the Ohio Regional Church Office 
know and we will ensure you receive one. 
 

 
 
 
Disciples Home Mission announces new Director for Justice and Advocacy Ministries 

 
After an extensive and competitive national search process, Disciples Home 
Missions is excited to announce that the Reverend Brian Frederick-Gray has 
been called as the new Director for Justice and Advocacy Ministries for 
DHM. This is a new position within DHM, where his talents and gifts will be a 
critical part of advancing DHM's ambitious goals and objectives in this area 
of ministry. His work with DHM will begin September 1, 2023. 
 
Rev. Frederick-Gray currently serves in a part-time capacity as Director of 
Mission Support & The Peace Intern Program with Disciples Peace 
Fellowship, where he has been responsible for strengthening connections 
with the church, while equipping young adults as ambassadors for peace 
and justice. Prior to his current role, he served for seven years as Senior 
Minister at First Christian Church in Scottsdale, AZ, where he was a 
transformational leader who helped revitalize the congregation. Rev. 
Frederick-Gray has had extensive experience participating with, and 

providing leadership to, numerous organizations that do justice and advocacy work. He is a co-facilitator for 
the Disciples Justice Ministries cohort group; he previously served as part of the Arizona Faith Leaders Public 
Policy Working Group; and was president of the founding board of Arizona Interfaith Power and Light. He also 
served as a political fellow with the Center for Progressive Leadership. 
 
This is a critical time for DHM as the ministry continues to undergo creative and strategic transformation, to 
meet the needs of a rapidly changing wider church environment. Part of that transformation includes a 
process of developing a strategic approach to coordinating DHM's engagement around a variety of justice 
issues; promoting and supporting advocacy efforts by congregations, regions, and ministry partners; and 
providing ongoing informational and educational content regarding critical social justice issues. As the Director 



for Justice and Advocacy Ministries, Rev. Frederick-Gray will lead this effort within DHM. His portfolio of 
responsibilities will include coordinating DHM's work in the key areas of refugee and immigration ministry; 
climate change and environmental justice; and racial justice initiatives. 
 
Rev. Frederick-Gray is a graduate of Texas Christian University, where he majored in religious studies and 
psychology. He also received his Master of Divinity from Vanderbilt Divinity School in Nashville, TN and is an 
ordained minister in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). He currently resides in Cambridge, MA with his 
wife, Rev. Dr. Susan Frederick-Gray, who serves as president of the Unitarian Universalist Association, and 
their son, Henry. He will continue his work with Disciples Peace Fellowship. 
 
Disciples Home Missions is building the future and is excited to have Rev. Frederick-Gray join its dynamic staff. 
As a general ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), DHM continues to prioritize mission, 
advocacy and programs, as we work alongside congregations, regions, other general ministries and the wider 
society. For more information, please contact Disciple Home Missions at info@dhm.disciples.org. 
 

 
Disciples Church Extension Fund (DCEF) Hiring 
 
Do you want to work for a ministry that inspires and empowers 
congregations to create Holy Places where people connect with God, 
each other, and the community? If so, then join Disciples Church 
Extension Fund! It is searching for a Chief Financial Officer, Director of 
Investments, and Director of Lending. Learn more 
 
AND 
 
DCEF provides low-cost loans to Disciples congregations to help 
renovate, repurpose, or evaluate their buildings are funded by 
investments 

 
 *Click the above image for more information.  


