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- 
Ohio Well Represented At Recent General 
Board Meeting 

 
At the April 15–18, 2023 meeting of the 
General Board of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) in the United States and 
Canada, the Christian Church in Ohio 
delegation served well and faithfully.  This was 
especially important since the meeting was 
held in the greater Cincinnati area and the 
Christian Church in Ohio was therefore the 
"host region.” 

 
Present at this meeting include (l-r) Rev. 
Steven Gower, Jackie Compton Bunch, Candis 

Wilson, and Rev. Allen V. Harris.  The Rev. Chris McCreight also serves on the General Board but he 
is currently on sabbatical.  This meeting considered some important business, including proposed 
changes to the Design and Covenant of the Christian Church as well as the nomination of the Rev. 
Teresa Hord Owens for a second term as our General Minister & President.  Every General Ministry 
and Regional Ministry also gave a report.  To read the report from the Christian Church in Ohio 
please go to: 
https://www.ccinoh.com/media/351680/general_board_report_from_the_christian_church_in_ohio_
2022.pdf 
 
Immediately prior to the meeting several members of our Pro-Reconciling/Anti-Racism Commission 
of the Christian Church in Ohio offered a short training for new members of the General 
Board.  Present were the Rev. Thomas Barnes, Christy Johnson, Rev. Chris Vaughn, Rev. Jeff Wilder, 
and Matt Thomas.  The training was very well received and an affirmation of the new "Awareness 
Conversation” that the Commission has crafted for ongoing training in the Regional Church.  
 

 
 

Camp, Conference, And Retreat Registration 
In Full Swing 

 
With early bird registrations still coming in the 
mail, we've already received nearly 200 
registrations for Summer Camp and we've got 
room for plenty more!! 
 
We can't wait to see those who have already 
registered.  
 
Help us spread the word about the life-changing programs available at Camp Christian and don't 
forget, Camp is not limited to members of your church. All are welcome! There's still time to 
invite friends, family members, and/or children and youth in your communities to attend. 
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Scholarships are available for all of our Camp programs. We never want money to be the reason 
someone doesn't attend. 
 
All of the details and forms are available at https://www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian/summer-
programs/form-downloads-and-links.aspx 
 

 
 

The International Affairs Seminar for Youth 
March 8-16, 2024 

 
The United Nations International Affairs 
Seminar has been a vital part of the Ohio 
Christian Youth Fellowship since the early 1960's. 
However, over the past decade we have shifted 

our focus to reflect more with International Affairs, and so we are changing the name of the 
Seminar to emphases this. 
 
It's the same outstanding program with the more accurate name of International Affairs 
Seminar. For many, this has been a life changing experience, witnessing the diverse 
ways that faith plays a part in the decision making of our nation and the world. 
 
We are excited to be partnering this impactful experience with the Heartland 
Conference, United Church of Christ.  
 
Its Purpose: The International Affairs Seminar for Youth (IAS) challenges youth to learn about 
international affairs, U.S. foreign and domestic policies, and the role and action the Church has in 
these matters. This is done through study, discussion and presentations during our time in New York 
City and Washington, D.C. It seeks to encourage faith-based critical thinking and reflection through 
prayer, worship, discussion and community building. 
 
Who Should Attend: High School Sophomores, Juniors, or Seniors in the Spring of 2024. (There is 
a limit 46 youth, along with the Seminar Advisor Team of 8 adults.) 

 
Cost: $1,200 covers Bus, Lodging, most meals, tour fees, 2 Theater Plays, and more. (About $150 
per day). Plus an additional $200 for personal use is needed for some public transportation, food, 
souvenirs, etc. Don't let money be a barrier that stops you from going on this adventure. 
Scholarships from your local congregation, community organizations, and the Region of Ohio can 
help make this happen. 
 
More Information: Go to https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/children-youth/youth-
fellowship/international-affairs-seminar.aspx or contact Rev. Ralph Wearstler, I.A. Seminar 2024 
Coordinator, at RevRalphW@sbcglobal.net 
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Regional Elders Host First Ever "Lay Preaching Academy,” 
More Planned 

 
On Saturday, April 22, nine local church lay leaders and seven 
faculty gathered for the first ever "Lay Preaching Academy” event in 
the Christian Church in Ohio.  This event, imagined and planned by 
the Regional Elders, especially Rev. Brad Donahue, Rev. Cynthia 
Klingemier, and the Rev. Cornelius Brown, included other gifted 
preachers from around the state of Ohio as "faculty.”  Rev. Leila 
Jindra is Pastor of Christian Temple in Lorain.  Rev. Heather Godsey 
is Interim Pastor of Champion Christian Church in Cortland.  Rev. 
Erica Brown is Pastor of Howland Community Church of 
Warren.  Rev. Nathan Russell, Pastor of Washington Avenue 
Christian Church in Elyria, was scheduled but was unable to 
attend.  It was held in the Monroe Lodge at Camp Christian. 
 

The Regional Elders crafted this event in response to the 
growing number of congregations who are finding 
themselves without a pastor either because of the lower 
than usual number of candidates and longer periods of 
time between pastors, or because of limited finances in 
calling a settled pastor.  There are also some lay leaders 
who are simply called to a preaching ministry.  It was 
acknowledged that many of our lay leaders are having to 
step up and offer the message in worship on Sundays, 
and this Academy is an attempt to support those lay 
leaders and provide quality guidance and resources to 
improve skills, confidence, and experience.  More 

Academy events will be planned in the future and most likely will be held around the state. 
 

 
 

 

Commission On Ministry Approves Two 
Candidates For Ordination 

 
At its May 2nd meeting the Christian Church 
in Ohio Commission on Ministry Team 1 met 
with two candidates who have been in care 
of the Commission for several years and 
approved both for ordination to 
ministry.  The two candidates are: Hannah 
Wickizer, an M.Div. graduate of the 
Methodist Theological School of Ohio and 
the Associate Pastor of Gender Road 
Christian Church in Canal Winchester and 
Bruce Bowerman-Jett a graduate of the 
Certificate in Pastoral Ministry at Phillips 



Theological Seminary and Pastor of First Christian Church of Kenton as well as our Food Services 
Director at Camp Christian. 
 
The Commission, under the leadership of the Rev. Chris McCreight, Chair, and the Rev. Cynthia 
Klingemier, Team 1 Chair, use the "Sixteen Core Competencies” outlined by the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) as a guideline for both nurturing and guiding candidates, and for their final 
consideration. (To learn more about these competencies, check out page 19ff at: 
https://cdn.disciples.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/06162557/TFPCOM-Final.pdf) 
 
Dates and locations of their respective services of ordination will be shared later.  Congratulations to 
these two hard-working, faithful, and gifted ministers! 
 

 
 

Pentecost Special Offering 
Received in most Congregations May 21st and 28th 

 
We are a Movement for Wholeness in a 
Fragmented World 

 
In the beginning, every church was new. 
 
It's right there in the Book of Acts. Early disciples 
came together, sharing all things in 
common, breaking bread with glad and generous 
hearts. God was doing a new thing:  creating a 
movement for wholeness in a fragmented world. 
 
In the beginning, Jesus sent out disciples, two by 
two, not to "plant” churches, but to proclaim good 
news, to experience the hospitality and wisdom of 
neighbors all around. 
 

At New Church Ministry, we believe God is calling the whole Church back to becoming new… back 
to becoming who we are: a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world. 
 
Your gifts to the 2023 Pentecost Offering, received this year in most congregations on Sundays, May 
21 and 28, help ensure our movement continues to embody the Disciples of Christ vision: to be and 
to share the Good News, witnessing, loving and serving from our doorsteps to the ends of the earth. 
 
Half of your gift supports the local new church movement through your region's ministry. The other 
half supports New Church Ministry efforts across the United States and Canada to equip, train, and 
empower new leaders.  
 
So, thank you. For participating in the new thing God is still doing — just as in the beginning. 
 
For more information about the Pentecost Offering, including worship resources, go 
to https://disciplesmissionfund.org/special-offerings/pentecost/  
 

http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2266&m=2396&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=11822&l=-https--cdn.disciples.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/06162557/TFPCOM-Final.pdf
http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2266&m=2396&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=11823&l=-https--newchurchministry.org/
http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2266&m=2396&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=11824&l=-https--disciplesmissionfund.org/special-offerings/pentecost/
http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2266&m=2396&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=11824&l=-https--disciplesmissionfund.org/special-offerings/pentecost/


Celebration of Steve Taylor & Camp Christian Work Day - May 20th 
 
Steve Taylor was Camp Superintendent at Camp Christian for twenty 
years, from 1977 to 1997.  His hard work in maintaining the facilities 
and property and his dedication to the mission of the camp were 
exemplary. While Steve is no longer with us, his memory remains and 
we are taking a long-overdue chance to celebrate his gifts and honor his 
memory.  
 
Befitting his dedication to all things practical and hands-on, the Christian 
Church in Ohio will host a celebration during the May 20th Camp Work 
Day, at 11 a.m. at the "pole barn” where Steve spent hours 
working.  Family, friends, and former camp staff are invited to join us, 
hopefully for the entire work day which begins earlier, but certainly for the celebration at 11 a.m.  
 
Wear your work clothes, again, as Steve would have it, and come honor the legacy of this dedicated 
servant of God. 

 
For the work day, we will once again be hosting volunteers for a day 
of cleaning, repairing, and general preparation of Camp Christian in 
anticipation of the Summer Camp and Conference programs! 
 
There are tasks suited for a wide range of ages and abilities. We hope 
you will join us! 
 
More details, including specific tasks*, how to sign up, how to donate, 
and more can be found at https://www.ccinoh.com/regional-
calendar.aspx?events=10980&action=details 

 

 

 
 

Adult Conference 2023 
June 19th – 23rd at Northwest Christian Church, Columbus 

 
All Things in Common ~ Acts 2:42-47  
 
We are pleased to announce that this year's Adult Conference will welcome 
members from The Heartland Conference United Church of Christ to join us 
in the week's festivities. Throughout our week together, we will have several 
opportunities to find the "things in common" with our honored guests. The Vesper Speaker for the 
evenings will be the retired UCC minister, Rev. Loey Powell, and Disciples of Christ's Rev. Dr. Donald 
Gillett, II will be our Bible Lecturer for the weekdays. 
 
For more information about Adult Conference, including registration materials, and a PowerPoint 
presentation you can share with your Congregation, go to 
https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/adult-conference.aspx. 
 
There is a promotional flyer for Adult Conference linked here. 
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Disciples Fellowship Retreat 
Memorial Day Weekend 
May 26th - 28th at Camp Christian 

 
Self-Care for Service to God 

In order to be at our best as we act on our desire to be of service to 
God, it is important to take care of ourselves. What does self-care 
mean? What types of self-care do we need? Come to the retreat where 
we will learn about and practice self-care, and serve God. 
 
Disciples Fellowship Retreat is a great way to get away from the hustle 

and bustle of your everyday life and enjoy the out-of-doors! Spend a weekend with God and friends 
(both old and new) and go home feeling refreshed and relaxed. This is a great opportunity for you 
to come and experience camp, whether you have grown up here or are a first-time camper. It's also 
a great chance for younger children to see what camp is all about when they are able to attend the 
summer camp programs. And, if you've ever been a counselor, now it's your turn to just "be a 
camper”!!!! Hope to see you soon!! 
 
For all of the details, including how to register, go to https://www.ccinoh.com/regional-
calendar.aspx?events=10728&action=details 
 

 
 

Camp Christian Seeks Additional Culinary Staff 
 
With the increase in Camp Christian rentals and event attendance 
throughout the entire year, as well as the changing needs in food 
service during the Summer, we are looking for individuals to join 
our Culinary Staff. 
 
This position is part time and starting pay is $12 an hour. 
 
The full job posting and requirements are attached to 
this email. 
 
Interested applicants should contact Food Services Director, Bruce Bowerman-Jett at bbowerman-
jett@ccinoh.org to apply and/or for any questions about this position. 
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Commissioned Ministers Meet, Network, 
Learn About Healthy Communication & Civil 
Dialogue 

 
On Saturday, April 27 the Commission on Ministry 
Team 2 members met with Commissioned 
Ministers from northeast Ohio at Community 
Christian Church of North Canton.  The 
Commission, under the leadership of Rev. Julie 
Cory, Team 2 Chair, spent time with each 
Commissioned Minister getting caught up with 
them on their ministry and progress through 
fulfilling the Commission on Ministry requirements.  
 

As part of the meetings a learning segment was included, which featured the Rev. Chris Stark, 
Pastor of Niles Christian Church, who led a presentation and discussion on healthy communication 
and civil dialogue.  Vera Burton, Elder and leader at North Community Church, served as host and 
provided both breakfast and lunch for those gathered.  These Team 2 Commission on Ministry 
meetings will take place around the state in order to better serve the Commissioned Ministers from 
the entire Regional Church. 
 

 
 

First Christian Church of Zanesville Celebrates Earth Day With Creation Care Festival 
 
The Green Chalice Committee at First Christian Church – Zanesville held a Creation Care Fair on April 
23.  Tables were set up with information and presentations to help people learn ways to care for the 
Earth.  
 
Presentations included:  composting, being responsible stewards for the planet, solar energy, 
greenhouses, water harvesting, recycling and the importance of reducing use of our natural 
resources, gardening and benefits of growing your own food, bee keeping and types of plants that 
attract bees and butterflies.  
 
Presenters were Jessica Stonecypher, John Van Gilder, Susan and John Grubbs, Hallie Clark, Allie 
Murphy, Rick Griffin, and Beth Fineran (event chairperson).  Pastor is Rev. Laureen A. Roe. 

 
 

 
 



District 2 Churches & Clergy Celebrate "Disciples In Action” 

 
What began last fall as an idea to connect Cleveland area Disciples 
churches became a reality during Lent when area churches began 
collecting items for recent refugees resettling in Cleveland.  We 
called it "Disciples in Action."  On Saturday, April 22, Disciples 
Christian in Cleveland Heights was the gathering place for all that 
was collected when we hosted a morning of celebrating the work 
that had been done.  Each participating church was also given the 
opportunity to share their community outreach ministries.  In the gathering of about 40 people were 
pastors and members from Ledgewood, Parma, North Eaton, Heights, Franklin Circle, and Disciples 
Christian Churches.  Disciples Christian members delivered the items to the US Committee for 
Refugees and Immigrants on Monday afternoon -- four cars and one pickup truck full!  

 
Our Disciples churches in Cleveland are not large 
congregations but we learned on Saturday that each one 
contributes significantly to the communities in which they 
serve.  With special thanks to Rev. Richard Hinkelman of 
Franklin Circle for organizing the effort and Rev. Jason 
Bricker-Thompson of Disciples Christian for hosting, we 
look forward to the next effort of Disciples in Action. 
 
Rev. Kris Eggert, District 2 Elder 
 

 

 
 

Fostering Connections Through Food, Fellowship 
And Fun 

 
On Sunday night, April 30th, the member churches of 
District 4 got together to share in life with one another. 
Working to restore connections and relationships across 
our many churches has become one of the many 
blessings and adventures in our district. In the past year, 
we held a joint hymn sing at First Christian Church in 
Niles, a "story slam” sharing stories of gratitude at 
Champion Christian Church, and our most recent event 
was an adventurous game of trivia, jeopardy style, held at 
Bazetta Christian Church. 
 
All of the district churches were invited to share by bringing subs and salads to share with one 
another. And each of the district pastors were invited to help create the trivia questions that would 
be used for the game time. With 6 churches in attendance and at least one additional pastor sharing 
trivia questions, there was plenty of food to go around and an exciting competition of knowledge on 
questions ranging from areas like Star Wars and Disciples of Christ denominational awareness to 
Geography and Jesus People (people who played Jesus in movies).  It seemed a very fitting, and 
Holy Spirit led piece that the very last category was Hymn Next Lines. Once people started singing, 
the songs of faith brought us from competitive fun to faith filled unity. 



 
 
When we were done and preparing to close, Rev. Cynthia 
Klingemier, asked those present if they wanted to do something 
like this again. The response was a resounding "YES!” So while 
we take the summer to reset, we know members of our district 
are already dreaming about what we might do together next. 
 

 

 
 

Rev. Paul Bomeli Installed As Settled Pastor, First Christian 
Church Of Medina 

 
On Sunday, April 23, the Rev. Paul Bomeli was installed as the 
settled Pastor of First Christian Church of Medina.  Rev. Allen Harris, 
Regional Minister, officiated at the service and preached.  Rev. 
Bomeli had been the Interim Pastor of the congregation and the 
Search Committee and congregation felt Rev. Bomeli's gifts, skills, 
and perspectives were what the community needed for future 
mission and ministry.  Rev. Harris Preached on Mark 2:21-28 and his 
sermon was titled "Morning By Morning New Mercies I See.” 
 

 

 
 

Disciples Christian Church of Hamilton Celebrates Final 
Service Of Worship 

 
On Sunday, April 30 current and former members 
of Disciples Christian Church of Hamilton, as well 
as friends and family, gathered for the final service 
of worship.  They came together to remember the 
faithful history of the congregation as well as its 
two precedent congregations, High Street Christian 
Church and Lindenwald Christian Church.  The Rev. 
Bonnie Goodman, the current pastor, has skillfully 
and faithfully guided the congregation's leaders 
through the process of prayerfully discerning the 
options for the future and then bringing its visible 
and regular ministry to a close. 

 
The congregation's leaders, under the leadership of John Baughman, Chair, have chosen to invest 
the proceeds of the sale of the building in a Legacy Fund with the Christian Church Foundation 
which insures the name and mission of Disciples Christian Church will continue in 
perpetuity.  Recipients include the Christian Church in Ohio New Ministry fund and Camp Christian 
operations.  Rev. Harris received initial gift checks during the service and offer his words of deepest 
gratitude for the congregation's legacy and future of generosity.  Other Disciples of Christ 
beneficiaries include Week of Compassion. 



 
During the worship service Rev. Goodwin preached on Revelation 21:1-6a a sermon titled, "Finding 
New Life in the Kingdom.”   Rev. Harris offered a prayer for all the clergy who have served the 
congregation and its previous congregations.  The Rev. Carol Oetzel who served from 2014-1016, 
was also present as was Regional Elder for District 12, Rev. Nik Donges.  There was a catered lunch 
following the service. 
 

 
 

Worship Items Available For Disciples Congregations 

 
As Disciples Christian Church in Hamilton concludes its regular visible ministry, they still have several 
items available for other congregations who can use them.  They include brass communion trays 
(bread and cup), numerous Chalice Hymnals and NRSV Bibles, a brass Disciples of Christ chalice and 
paten, a brass cross, numerous liturgical paraments, including almost new white communion table 
cloth and pulpit drape with the red Disciples Chalice on them.  If you are interested and can pick 
these items up, please contact Rev. Bonnie Goodwin at: Bonnie Goodwin bbrowning83@gmail.com  

 
 

 

Update On Weekend of Prayer, 
Reflection, and Call to Action for East 
Palestine 

 
Dear Friends in Ohio Faith Communities, 
 
I hope your Weekend of Prayer, Reflection, and Call to Action for East Palestine went 
well.  I must share with you that Rev. Dr. Bob Miller of East Palestine's Emmanuel United Methodist 
Church in East Palestine told us that everyone there is overwhelmed with the kindness and 
generosity of faith communities from all around Ohio and beyond. 
 
At my church yesterday, I told the story of what East Palestinians are going through.  My 
congregation was shocked to hear that one of the gentlemen from East Palestine who was on our 
podcast so far has had to charge $30,000 on his credit card to live with his family in a motel away 
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from town since the derailment.  He said he is one of the lucky ones as many people in his town 
don't have credit cards.  After our service, a congregant came up to me and handed me a $50 bill 
for East Palestine aid.  You don't see $50 bills handed out like that very often.  I was surprised and 
delighted with this generosity. 
 
You too may have some stories to share and maybe some photos as well.  I'd love to hear from you 
about how it all went for you and your congregation.  Please email me, if you can, and share 
your experiences with me.  I would love to post them on our website. 
 
FaCT will continue to accept donations that we will combine into a single check that we will send to 
Rev. Dr. Bob Miller in East Palestine.  He will allocate the funds as needed for things like well testing 
(quite expensive), cleaning supplies, food, water, water filters, and personal care items, 
etc.  Donating money gives Rev. Bob the flexibility to purchase items needed over the medium and 
long-term period.  
 
Donors may write checks payable to FaCT with the words "E Palestine" on the memo line and mail 
to: 
FaCT 
P.O. Box 1235 
Mentor, OH  44061 

 
I hope to hear from you soon!  Thank you for all your efforts. 
 
Best regards, 
Ron Prosek 
FaCT-OCC E Palestine Crisis Team 
rprosek.factohio@gmail.com 
 

 
 

Disciples Of Christ Invited To Raise Awareness Of 
Gender-Based Violence 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
I am wearing black every Thursday to raise awareness of 
gender-based violence! 
 
The World Council of Churches has asked member churches to 
participate in the Thursdays in Black campaign. As a founding 
member of the WCC, we as the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) feel called and ready to respond. 
 

The campaign is simple but profound. Wear black on Thursdays. Declare that you are part of the 
global movement resisting attitudes and practices that permit rape and violence. Show your respect 
for those who are resilient in the face of injustice and gender-based violence. We all have a 
responsibility to speak out and ensure that all are safe from rape and violence in homes, schools, 
work, and streets. More information on the campaign may be found here. 

mailto:rprosek.factohio@gmail.com
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Several general ministries (CUIM, DHM, Disciples Women, and DOM) are joining together to share 
about the Thursdays in Black campaign. A collage that will be posted on aforementioned ministries' 
social media accounts on Thursday, May 11. We also invite you to share your selfie on your personal 
social media accounts on that day and share why you support the Thursdays in Black campaign. 
Please use the hashtag #ccdocthursdaysinblack when posting. We also have a flyer (attached) 
with additional ideas on how to engage with the campaign. 
 
Thank you for your support and care for this important campaign. 
 
Peace in Christ, 
Rev. Paul S. Tché 
President, Christian Unity and Interfaith Ministry 
 

 
 

Rev. Dr. Tamara Nichols Rodenberg Called As The Newly 
Elected President Of Higher Education And Leadership 
Ministries 

 
The Board of Directors of Higher Education and Leadership Ministries 
(HELM) of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is excited to share 
with the larger church the election of the Rev. Dr. Tamara Nichols 
Rodenberg as the newly elected President of Higher Education and 
Leadership Ministries of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 
 
The Rev. Dr. Rodenberg served as the 20th President of Bethany 
College in Bethany, West Virginia (2016-2022). From 2011-2016, Dr. 
Rodenberg served as Vice President for Advancement at Brite Divinity 
School in Fort Worth, TX. Prior to Brite, Dr. Rodenberg served as a 
two-year intentional interim President at the Disciples Seminary 
Foundation in Claremont, CA (2009-2011). 
 
In addition to her academic administrative work, Dr. Rodenberg is an ethicist, earning her PHD from 
the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley, CA. She earned her Master of Divinity from Lexington 
Theological Seminary and was ordained by the Christian Church in Kentucky in 1992. Her call to be 
the President of HELM is historic, as she is the first woman to serve in this capacity. 
 
The Rev. Dr. Rodenberg comes to HELM as an accomplished administrator, collaboration-builder, 
and gifted leader of our church. The HELM Board of Directors congratulates the Rev. Dr. Tamara 
Nichols Rodenberg and welcomes her to the HELM family. We also honor her husband, the Rev. 
John Rodenberg, and two adult children, Heather and Matthew. Dr. Rodenberg will begin her 
ministry with HELM on May 1, 2023. 
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