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Around the Region and In My Heart

Have you noticed what I've been noticing? | have
been observing more and more of our churches are
experiencing new life, and | am thrilled beyond
imagination! | began to notice a few months back
when | engaged in several conversations with
church leaders where they were describing the
restart of some aspect of their Christian Education
programs. When they shared with me about the
return of their Sunday School or Bible Study, or the
creation of new study series or book discussion
groups, their voices had energy and their faces
beamed with pride. Then on our Instagram feed |
kept seeing really creative and interesting outreach,
evangelism, and worship ideas being shared by
clergy and congregational leaders. | thought to myself that | should pay close attention to see if
this was a trend. But then | also witnessed something similar happening in the Christian Church in
Ohio.

Over the past few months several events sponsored by the Regional Church had larger than
expected attendance and received very positive feedback. Our Elder & Diaconate Training
welcomed almost 100 participants and was led by clergy and lay leaders from our diverse
congregations. The Men's Retreat designed by Northwest Christian Church and supported by the
Regional Church brought 30 men together from a wide variety of churches —and beyond the
church — to support one another and grow in faith. Our second Awareness Conversation led by
our Pro-Reconciliation/Anti-Racism Team had over 40 participants and received resoundingly
affirmative responses from those who attended.

And more recently over Holy Week and the Easter weekend | learned about so many powerful and
spiritually moving services of worship, from Palm Sunday to Maundy Thursday to Good Friday to
Resurrection Sunday, with pictures pouring across social media displaying energy, spiritual depth,
and new life. From District-wide worship services, to Easter Egg hunts, to living nativities, to
baptisms, so much vitality! | thought to myself on Monday morning, "How long has it been seen
we learned about so many young people being baptized across the Christian Church in

Ohio?” This is such great news!



Yes, every new day is a chance for resurrection, but this Easter | truly believe we are experiencing
the resurrection of Jesus Christ in tangible and exciting ways. As your Regional Minister | want to
be a harbinger of this Good News across Ohio and throughout our denomination. You will
discover that we are regularly sharing creative, innovative, and faithful mission and ministry in our
local congregations on our Regional Church Website's home page (www.CCinOH.org) in the
"Featured Congregation” column. This month we celebrate First Christian Church of Kenton's
monthly soup lunch program as well as their Grief Share ministry. If your church or ministry is
doing something to spread the new life of Jesus Christ in your congregation or community please
let us know and we'll share it on our website!

Likewise, at our Clergy Conversation Call on Wednesday, April 26 at 10 a.m. | will be inviting clergy
from across the state of Ohio to share some of the innovative, repurposed, creative, and dynamic
events, programs, ideas, and perspectives they are engaged in that brings the new life we know in
Christ Jesus to life in palpable and life-giving ways. If you are clergy and want to share your
ministry, please let me know and we'll highlight what is happening in your community.

| am painfully aware that not all that is happening in our world is positive, and our prayers,
activism, and hard work are still very much needed. But one of the things that energizes me the
most to do what needs to be done to transform the world for the better —and | trust it does you,
too —is to know that there are good things happening. Let's share the Good News that IS
happening in the Christian Church in Ohio. May this news inspire us to do and be Christ's
Resurrection in the world.

Faithfully Yours,

Allen

Rev. Allen V. Harris, Regional Pastor & President
Christian Church in Ohio

Men's Retreat Gathers Diverse
Group To Explore Light, Dark, And
In-Between

Over thirty men gathered March 17-
19 at Camp Christian for a Men's
Retreat. The event was organized by
the men of Northwest Christian
Church, under the leadership of Sam
Moore, but welcomed many others
from around the Regional Church
including the men of Bethany Christian Church, as well as the Illuman Community. The keynote
speaker was Rev. Paul Koch, one of the Regional Ministers of the Mid-America Region guiding us in
the theme: "Ourselves In Changing Seasons: In Light And Dark.” Music was provided by Jake
Hammond from Northwest Christian Church, and the group also heard from the Vessels of Grace
gospel group from Columbus.

- = o : | i ¥ { by . T
v 5 Ny



Awareness Conversation Draws Diverse Leaders Together

Forty four clergy and lay leaders attended the
Christian Church in Ohio's Awareness
Conversation Saturday, March 25 sponsored and
led by our Pro-Reconciliation/Anti-Racism
Commission. The co-chairs of the Commission
are the Rev. Thomas Barnes and the Rev. Heather
Schimmel. This new format of the former "Anti-
Racism Training” has proven to be a great way to
build relationships, hear each other's stories, be
in conversation and hopefully learn and grow and
change for the better. Christy Johnson serves as
secretary of the Commission and registrar.

Cleveland Disciples Gather At Bethany
Christian Church For Maundy Thursday

A Maundy Thursday Service for all the
Disciples of Christ congregations of
Cleveland was hosted by Bethany Christian
Church on the evening of April 6. The Rev.
Dr. Robin Hedgeman is the Senior Pastor of
the congregation and welcomed those in
attendance. The service was designed in
large part by the Rev. Denise Cunningham-
Doggett, one of the Ministers of the
congregation.

District 12 Gathers For Annual Good Friday
Service

Clergy and lay leaders from Disciples of
Christ congregations around southwest Ohio
gathered for what is a longstanding annual
tradition of a joint Good Friday service on
April 7. Hosted by Fifth Christian Church in
Cincinnati, preachers from local
congregations and communities offered
meditations on the final words of Jesus from
the Cross.




Rev. Norman Witthuhn Installed As Pastor
Of Lordstown Christian Church

On Sunday, March 12, the Rev. Norman
Witthuhn was installed as the Pastor of
Lordstown Christian Church. The Rev. Allen
V. Harris, Regional Minister, and the Rev.
Cynthia Klingemier, Regional Elder for
District 2, officiated. The congregation
hosted a celebration dinner at the nearby
Chophouse Restaurant in Howland. The
local newspaper, the Tribune Chronicle,
carried the celebration the next Saturday.
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Lay Preaching Academy
| Love to tell the Story!

April 21 & 22, 2023 at Camp Christian
10335 Maple Dell Rd. Marysville, Ohio 43040

The goal of this event, and hopefully others
like it in the future, will be to train a cadre of
lay (non-clergy) preachers to fill pulpits in our
Ohio churches either short term or long
term. Some of the topics to be covered will
include: public speaking basics, how to do
sermon preparation, where to find quality
resources, what are aspects of the modern
style of preaching, African American
preaching, the challenges of a female
preacher, using multimedia in sermons,
learning from great preachers, and much
more.

This event was imagined and sponsored by the Regional Elders, this program will run Friday night
through Saturday afternoon. There is also a "Saturday Only” option for those whose schedules
may not allow for the full event. The Friday night session begins with registration at 7:30 and
worship at 8:00 PM. Saturday begins with Morning Devotions at 9:00 AM and concludes at 3:30
PM. A more detailed schedule will be sent to all who register. Saturday meals are included.

For more information and to register go online to: https://www.ccinoh.com/regional-
calendar.aspx?events=10992&action=details. Registration deadline is April 13th.




Summer Camp & Conference Registration 2023!

All of the Camp Christian Summer 2023 Camp and
Conference registration forms and information are
available through our website. They are all available
for download in one place on the Summer Forms,
Downloads, and Links page. They can all also be
accessed through each of the Ministry's web pages
and on each of the corresponding dates on

the Regional Calendar. Please feel free to post and
share this information with as many people as
possible. Each Congregation also received a packet
of hard copies of the forms and information in the
mail a few weeks ago. And remember, the Early Bird
registration discount deadline is May 1st.
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We are looking forward to having another wonderful Summer at Camp Christian!!

Celebration of Steve Taylor

Steve Taylor was Camp Superintendent at Camp Christian for twenty years, from 1977 to
1997. His hard work in maintaining the facilities and property and his dedication to the mission of
the camp were exemplary. While Steve is no longer with us, his memory remains and we are

taking a long-overdue chance to celebrate his gifts and honor his memory.

Befitting his dedication to all things practical and hands-on, the Christian Church in Ohio will host a
celebration during the May 20th Camp Work Day, at 11 a.m. at the "pole barn” where Steve spent
hours working. Family, friends, and former camp staff are invited to join us, hopefully for the
entire work day which begins earlier, but certainly for the celebration at 11 a.m.

Camp Christian
Work Day

M May 20th, 2023

Wear your work clothes, again, as Steve would have it, and
come honor the legacy of this dedicated servant of God.

For the work day, we will once again be hosting volunteers
Saturday for a day of cleaning, repairing, and general preparation of
Camp Christian in anticipation of the Summer Camp and
Conference programs!

% There are tasks suited for a wide range of ages and abilities.
We hope you will join us!

More details, including specific tasks*, how to sign up, how
to donate, and more can be found at

https://www.ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx?events=10980&action=details




Advance - Young Adult Spring Retreat
Advance is for all adults ages 19 to 30 (out of high school.)

April 28th — 30th, 2023
Camp Christian, Monroe Lodge

Pass It On ~ Honing Our Spiritual Gifts
We hope to return to this sacred ground where we will further hone our understanding of Spiritual

Gifts, what they mean to us, and where we can use them in the world.

Details and registration available at https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/advance-
ministry.aspx

Spring
Retreat

April 28-30. 2023

Join us at Camp Christian
as we reunite in;

Shalom/Peace
Gentleness
Generosity
Patience
Love
Self-Control/Awareness
Joy/ Gratitude
Faithfulness/Discernment
Kindness
We hope to return to this sacred ground where we will further

hone our understanding of spiritual gifts, what they mean to us
and where we can use them in the world



Ohio Disciples Men's Spring Retreat and Workday
May 5-6, 2023 at Camp Christian

What Goes On at Retreat?

In addition to the Saturday workday all Men are invited to
register for Friday night and join us in a time of worship and
fellowship! This year we will feature the Rev. Michael Doerr
to speak to us on the theme "With Gentleness and
Patience"

Rev. Michael Doerr, Pastor of First Christian Church in
Wauseon and co-director of CYF Conference week 1, will
share based on 1 Peter 3:15. We share our hope, we live out our faith, but without gentleness and
patience, we get nowhere.

For Saturday, there's a lot of spring cleaning to be done to get Camp Christian back in shape for
the summer and each year we Men make it part of our Ministry and Mission to help ready the
camp for the summer season and the campers and conferees to come. And thanks to some
generous donations to cover the cost of food there will be no cost for Saturday.

Past work has included mowing, weed-whacking, plumbing, retrieving picnic bench building,
painting, and sweeping, No matter your age or ability there's something you can do! Nobody is
too young or too old to lend a hand.

ALSO, there is a 15% discount for Men 29 years old or younger who are registering for both days.

We hope you'll join us!

For details and registration, go to https://www.ccinoh.com/regional-
calendar.aspx?events=10978&action=details.

Disciples Fellowship Retreat — Save the Date!

Has it been a while since you have been to Camp
Christian? Do you have fond memories? Do you
want to introduce others to Camp Christian? Then
come back to camp! The next Disciples Fellowship
Retreat is May 26-28, 2023. Put the date on your
calendar now! The retreat is an opportunity to
DISCIPLES FELLOWSHIP RETREAT reconnect with Camp Christian, friends, family and
MAY 26~28, 2023 AT CAMP CHRISTIAN to make new friends.

Disciples Fellowship Retreats are held every Memorial Day and Labor Day. We are a volunteer
organization of long-time camp attendees who want to share the spirit of camp and the love of
God with others. You can help us do that by coming to our retreat yourself and by inviting others



to join you. Share this information with your church, family, and others who might appreciate a
spirit-filled weekend of good fellowship and worship.

The Memorial Day Retreat program will be Self-Care for Serving God. There will be programming
for all ages with interactive break-out sessions. Child-care will be available for newborn-2 years
old. This is an extremely family-friendly event.

THE EMAIL ADDRESS FOR DISCIPLES FELLOWSHIP RETREAT IS CHANGING! REGISTRATION
MATERIALS FOR THE MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND RETREAT WILL BE SENT FROM
OhioDFR@gmail.com. Please make note so that you don't miss it!

If you have questions, please send email to the above email address. A member of the steering
committee will be in touch.

See you them! Mary Arnold and the DFR Steering Committee

Adult Conference 2023
June 19th — 23rd
Northwest Christian Church, Columbus

All Things in Common
Acts 2:42-47

We are pleased to announce that this year's Adult
Conference will welcome members from The Heartland
Conference United Church of Christ to join us in the week's
festivities. Throughout our week together, we will have
several opportunities to find the "things in common" with
our honored guests. The Vesper Speaker for the evenings
will be the retired UCC minister, Rev. Loey Powell, and Disciples of Christ's Rev. Dr. Donald Gillett,
Il will be our Bible Lecturer for the weekdays.

For more information about Adult Conference, including registration materials, and a PowerPoint
presentation you can share with your Congregation, go to
https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/adult-conference.aspx.

There is a promotional flyer for Adult Conference linked here.



Interfaith Power & Light Offers Climate
Action Week Worship Resources
Faith Climate Action Week
SAVE THE DATE Faith Climate Action Week, Interfaith Power
April 14 - 23, 2023 & Light's week to encourage nationwide
action on climate is April 14-23, 2023. Faith
Climate Action Week has equipped many
individuals to reach over two million people
Foiholinate Aclion\Week org with more than 10,000 climate and Earth
stewardship sermons and talks nationwide.

Living the Golden Rule: -~ -

Just Transition to a clean energy economy

IPL provide resources to help faith leaders to preach, teach and take action on climate justice. Find
on the link below worship resources, an organizer's kit to help you make it the best week of the
year for local congregations, a national Earth Day Prayer for all to pray along with, a film to screen
in each congregation, and an advocacy opportunity.

The theme this year, Living The Golden Rule: Just Transition To A Clean Energy Economy
examines every person and community's responsibility to transition to energy sources that
safeguard our common home, and how faith call us all to respond with just solutions for all.

Share the exciting news of the transition to clean energy with your congregation with a series of
short films called Current Revolution, that show the possibility of a just transition to a clean energy

economy where the well-being of workers and frontline community members are prioritized.

Find out more here: https://interfaithpowerandlight.org/event/faith-climate-action-week-2023/

Ohio Council of Churches FaCT - Faith Communities Together
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email newsletter:

We are coming together from various faith traditions and denominations from throughout the
state. On Earth Day Weekend, April 22-23, we will devote ourselves to becoming further informed
on the situation in East Palestine, and then we will move to prayer, reflection, and action.

The actions will include donating money, food, water and other supplies as well as services that
East Palestinians may need. We also will be mobilizing our congregations to do all they can to help
prevent more disasters. We clearly understand that what happened in East Palestine can happen
anywhere —in any town or city that has rail lines running through it or near it.

SATURDAY, EARTH DAY: APRIL 22. We invite clergy and lay leaders and environmental advocates
to participate in our webinar on Earth Day, Saturday, April 22 to get the latest information on the
situation in East Palestine and to discuss actions we can take going forward to aid East Palestinians
and to bring about the reforms needed to keep our communities safe.



Overview & Update WEBINAR - Saturday April 22, 3 pm: REGISTER

SUNDAY, EARTH DAY + 1: APRIL 23. We invite congregations of all religious persuasions to devote
all or part of their worship services to a focus on East Palestine in the form of Prayer, Reflection,
and a Call to Action. We will supply suggestions for these and/or you can construct your

own. We will be conveying to you vetted charities that are benefitting East Palestine, and we will
inform you about collection efforts of material goods for folks in East Palestine. We will also
provide a list of suggested actions members of your congregation can take to help bring about
needed safety reforms.

Click JOIN below for your Congregation to participate

in the Sunday of Prayer, Reflection, & Call to Action on April 23: JOIN

General Assembly Early Bird Rates Extended

K I N D o M Registering for General Assembly on your post-
Easter to do list? We've got you covered. With the
early bird rates extended through April 15th, make
your trip to Louisville as fun and budget friendly as

WITHIN US -

AM 9 N G U s Learn more and register at: https://ga.disciples.org

GENESIS 11:1-9 - LUKE 17:20-21 - 2 PETER 1:3

Yoy 29 - 7lugust 1, 2023 - Lonigyille
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