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Combined Summer 
Program Promotion 

 
Since 1989, the Christian Church, 
Disciples of Christ and United 
Church of Christ have been in an 
official and mutually beneficial 
ecumenical partnership 
(https://www.disciplescuim.org/full-
communion-united-church-
christ/).  There are many ways this 
ecumenical partnership lives its way into the life of our church.  Most notably, we work 
together in learning from and serving people around the world through our common 
Global Ministries (https://www.globalministries.org/).  We also recognize the ministry and 
standing of clergy in both denominations and offer the possibility for ecumenical 
partnership standing during the Search & Call process as local congregations seek a new 
pastor. 
 
More locally, the Christian Church in Ohio and the Heartland Conference UCC work 
collaboratively together in several areas, including training, support, and placement of 
interim ministers and working side-by-side through disaster preparedness and relief 
efforts.  Each of our governing bodies has a member of the other denomination on it, with 
the Rev. Laureen Roe service as a Disciples representative on the Heartland Conference 
Board and the Rev. James Semmelroth Darnell as a United Church of Christ representative 
on the Regional Church Council.  As judicatory leaders Rev. David Long-Higgins, 
Conference Minister, and I meet together regularly to support one another and find more 
ways to do ministry better together. 
 
While there is a history of us working together in the summer camp program, specifically 
through Partnership Camp for our elementary age, children, we have come to believe 
more can be done to accent, strengthen, and expand our mutual summer, camp, 
conference, and retreat programs. 
 
Late last year, the camp staffs of both Temple Hills Camp 
(https://heartlanducc.org/templed-hills/) and Camp Christian 
(https://www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian.aspx) toured each other's campsites and talked 
about partner possibilities.  We have decided for the summer of 2023 to jointly promote 
both camp and conference programs (see the linked poster.)  There are many excellent 
reasons for this.  First and foremost, each camp offers programs the other does not and 
this will increase significantly options for our members.  For example, the Heartland 
Conference offers a robust sports camp that we do not, and the Christian Church in Ohio 
offers a young adult conference they do not.  Even those camps that are offered by both 
organizations this will expand the number of weeks available for families with busy 
summer schedules. 
 
The most frequent question I get about this joint promotion is, "won't this draw 

http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2253&m=2381&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=11660&l=-https--www.disciplescuim.org/full-communion-united-church-christ/
http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2253&m=2381&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=11660&l=-https--www.disciplescuim.org/full-communion-united-church-christ/
http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2253&m=2381&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=11660&l=-https--www.disciplescuim.org/full-communion-united-church-christ/
http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2253&m=2381&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=11661&l=-https--www.globalministries.org/
http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2253&m=2381&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=11662&l=-https--heartlanducc.org/templed-hills/
http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2253&m=2381&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=11663&l=-https--www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian.aspx
https://www.ccinoh.com/media/346748/ohio_doc_ucc_combined_poster_email_version.pdf


participants from our programs?”  I firmly believe it will not for a variety of reasons. First, 
as inferred above, the more kinds of camps that are offered the more exciting and diverse 
our program will be.  Second, much like the corporate world knows when you discover 
two drug stores or two coffee shops on opposite corners, and both thriving you are more 
likely to think of that area of town when looking for a drugstore or a coffee shop.  By 
building a unified brand image of a strong diverse camping program helps people think of 
both denominations more often when they are looking for a camp, conference, or retreat 
program.  Finally we should admit that if people are that easily drawn away from our 
programs we have a bigger issue than just having too many options for camp! 
 
I hope you will do your part by promoting all these camps not just within your church 
walls, but with friends, family, neighbors, coworkers, and even putting up copies of our 
poster in places where people hang out such as coffee, shops, or 
laundromats.  Ultimately, the faithful, hard work that our host of volunteers and staff are 
putting into this summer's camp programming will be best rewarded by more and more 
campers and conferees attending.  After all, both our camps were founded to spread the 
Good News of Christ and build the Beloved Community! 
 
Gratefully & Faithfully Yours, 
Rev. Allen V. Harris 
Regional Pastor & President, Christian Church in Ohio 
 

 
 

Summer Camp & Conference Registration 
2023 Now Open! 

 
The Camp Christian Summer 2023 Camp and Conference 
registration forms and information are now available 
through our website.  They are all available for download 
in one place on the Summer Forms, Downloads, and 
Links page. They can all also be accessed through each of 
the Ministry's web pages and on each of the corresponding 
dates on the Regional Calendar. Please feel free to post 
and share this information with as many people as 
possible. 

 
Each Congregation will also receive a packet of hard copies of the forms and information 
in the mail over the next few weeks.  We just wanted to be sure you knew where to 
access them online in the meantime.  We are looking forward to having another wonderful 
Summer at Camp Christian!! 
 

 
 

http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2253&m=2381&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=11664&l=-http--www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian/summer-programs/form-downloads-and-links.aspx
http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2253&m=2381&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=11664&l=-http--www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian/summer-programs/form-downloads-and-links.aspx
http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2253&m=2381&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=11665&l=-http--www.ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx
http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2253&m=2381&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=11678&l=-https--www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian/summer-programs/form-downloads-and-links.aspx


2023 Camp Christian Summer Staff 
Application Deadline EXTENDED!! 

 
We know how it goes, and sometimes deadlines just 
get away from us. So we are extending the Summer 
Staff Application deadline to March 21st. 
 
If you or someone you know "just missed it” please 
take this extra time to complete the application 
process. 
 
Staff have all their meals taken care of, and housing is provided in the Monroe Lodge. 
Additionally, a stipend of $4,000 is provided for those who serve the entire Summer 
program schedule. 
 
Our Camp is truly a place where people encounter Jesus and a loving community in a real 
and significant manner. You can be part of that wonderful ministry in 2023. If you or a 
young adult you know would be interested in this fun and fulfilling summer service 
ministry, please apply today. 
 
Details and application forms at https://www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian/summer-
programs/camp-christian-summer-staff.aspx 
 

 
 

Adult Conference 2023 

 
June 19th – 23rd 
Northwest Christian Church, Columbus 

 
All Things in Common 
Acts 2:42-47  
 
We are pleased to announce that this year's Adult 
Conference will welcome members from The Heartland 
Conference United Church of Christ to join us in the week's 

festivities. Throughout our week together, we will have several opportunities to find the 
"things in common" with our honored guests. The Vesper Speaker for the evenings will be 
the retired UCC minister, Rev. Loey Powell, and Disciples of Christ's Rev. Dr. Donald 
Gillett, II will be our Bible Lecturer for the weekdays. 
 
For more information about Adult Conference, including registration materials, and a 
PowerPoint presentation you can share with your Congregation, go to 
https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/adult-conference.aspx. 
 
There is a promotional flyer for Adult Conference linked here. 
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? Ohio --> General Assembly Bus? 

 
An idea has been proposed to the Regional Church 
Office: to charter a bus to this summer's General 
Assembly in Louisville, Kentucky, picking up passengers 
in Cleveland, Columbus, and Cincinnati.  Please let us 
know if you and/or your congregation has any interest 
in signing up.  This is only an idea at this time, but we 
will let everyone know soon if there is enough interest 
to offer this possibility.   
 
Email ccio@ccinoh.org if you are truly interested. 
 

 
 

March Men's Retreat Explores Shades Of Spiritual Depths 

 
The upcoming Men's Retreat, March 17-19, is fast approaching but there is still time to 
sign up.  It is sponsored by Northwest Christian Church but open to ALL men across Ohio, 
and beyond.  This weekend promises a time of sharing and forming relationships with 
other men seeking to deepen their life experience, more tightly aligning their spiritual 
desires with daily living. 

 
Our theme will work with concepts of light and dark, drawing on 
the vernal equinox occurring over this weekend when the amount 
of daylight and night is equal.  On balance, in life we experience 
equal light and equal dark every year, but like a calendar year, 
there are periods in our lives of greater light and greater 
dark.  For men in a period of lightness, there may be more 
openness and empathy for the times of darkness we inevitably 
face.  For men now experiencing unwelcome challenges, with 
darker feelings now dominant, we will be in a space where it is 
safe to be vulnerable and reflect, guided by the outstanding 
teaching of Rev. Paul Koch, one of the Regional Ministers for the 
Christian Church of Mid-America (Disciples of Christ). 
 
Each man will be invited to bring to the retreat a symbol of 
light.  What is your light?  One for working? for reading? reflected 

light? dispersed light? indirect light?  Is it more like a head lamp or a candle?  Does your 
light sit on a table or is it hung high above? 

 
There will be lessons offered to the entire group, and small groups to reflect on the 
material presented. There will be time for individual reflection for those who want it, or to 
talk with just one other person. Fires in the Monroe lodge fireplaces and outdoors. 
Outdoor worship (weather permitting). Singing. Go walking in through the grounds and 
woods of Camp Christian. 
 
If you haven't registered yet, go online to https://www.ccinoh.com/regional-
calendar.aspx?events=10982&action=details for more information and to register.  
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Pro-Reconciliation/Anti-Racism 
Awareness Conversation 

 
March 25th, 9:00am – 4:00pm at Camp Christian 

 
This workshop is designed for new and current 
ministers wishing to gain or maintain standing with 
the Christian Church in Ohio.  United Church of 
Christ and other Ministers are also welcome to 
attend for their denominational requirements. 
 
This workshop is also opened to any lay person wanting to be a part of this conversation.   
 
Attendees will gather for a day of conversation to help raise awareness about Pro 
Reconciliation and Anti-Racism and how each of us can effect change.  We will discuss 
various aspects and experiences of Racism and provide a safe place to start conversations 
in hopes of moving each of us forward in our Pro- Reconciliation and Anti-Racism Ministry 
commitment. 
 
Registration and more information at https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/ministry-
teams/pro-reconciliation-anti-racism.aspx. Registration is limited to 25 people, so get 
registered today! 
 
If you have questions or would like more information please contact the Pro-
Reconciliation/Anti-Racism Commission Chairs, Rev. Thomas Barnes and Rev. Heather 
Schimmel at reconciliation@ccinoh.org.  
 

 
 

Lay Preaching Academy  
April 21-22: Registration Open 

 
I Love to tell the Story! 
 
April 21 & 22, 2023 at Camp Christian 
10335 Maple Dell Rd. Marysville, Ohio  43040 

 
The goal of this event, and hopefully others like it in 
the future, will be to train a cadre of lay (non-clergy) 
preachers to fill pulpits in our Ohio churches either 
short term or long term.  Some of the topics to be 
covered will include: public speaking basics, how to do 

sermon preparation, where to find quality resources, what are aspects of the modern style 
of preaching, African American preaching, the challenges of a female preacher, using 
multimedia in sermons, learning from great preachers, and much more. 
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This event was imagined and sponsored by the Regional Elders, this program will run 
Friday night through Saturday afternoon.  There is also a "Saturday Only” option for those 
whose schedules may not allow for the full event.  The Friday night session begins with 
registration at 7:30 and worship at 8:00 PM.  Saturday begins with Morning Devotions at 
9:00 AM and concludes at 3:30 PM.  A more detailed schedule will be sent to all who 
register.  Saturday meals are included.   
 
For more information and to register go online to: https://www.ccinoh.com/regional-
calendar.aspx?events=10992&action=details. Registration deadline is April 13th. 
 

 
 

District 2 Launches Disciples Into 
Action Effort 

 
YOU are invited to join with other Disciples 
across the area as we LAUNCH INTO 
LENT!  Each Sunday throughout Lent we will be 
collecting donations (details linked here) to help 
support the needs of refugee families in the 
Cleveland area. 
 
As we engage in the Lenten season rhythms of 
humility, introspection, and prayer, please 
consider setting aside a specific time each week 
to: 

 purchase or gather supplies needed 
 pray a prayer of blessing over them 
 bring them with you to Sunday worship 

This will give each of us seven weeks of worship – seven weeks of intentionality – seven 
weeks of tangible outreach – seven weeks of blessing our refugee and immigrant siblings. 
 
And then…join us for a celebration on Saturday, April 22nd from 10am-Noon as all of our 
area churches join together at Disciples Christian Church in Cleveland for a time of 
celebrating and connecting (and of course eating!!) with other Disciples as we sort all of 
the items collected. 
 
Questions? Contact Rev. Richard Hinkelman pastorrichardhinkelman@gmail.com or Rev. 
Jason Bricker-Thompson brickerthompsonja@gmail.com. 
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Ohio Disciples Men's Spring Retreat and Workday 

 
May 5-6, 2023 at Camp Christian 

 
What Goes On at Retreat? 

 
In addition to the Saturday workday all Men are invited to 
register for Friday night and join us in a time of worship and 
fellowship! This year we will feature the Rev. Michael Doerr to 
speak to us on the theme "With Gentleness and Patience" 

 
Rev. Michael Doerr, Pastor of First Christian Church in 

Wauseon and co-director of CYF Conference week 1, will share based on 1 Peter 3:15. We 
share our hope, we live out our faith, but without gentleness and patience, we get 
nowhere. 
 
For Saturday, there's a lot of spring cleaning to be done to get Camp Christian back in 
shape for the summer and each year we Men make it part of our Ministry and Mission to 
help ready the camp for the summer season and the campers and conferees to 
come.  And thanks to some generous donations to cover the cost of food there 
will be no cost for Saturday. 
 
Past work has included mowing, weed-whacking, plumbing, retrieving picnic bench 
building, painting, and sweeping, No matter your age or ability there's something you can 
do!  Nobody is too young or too old to lend a hand. 
 
ALSO, there is a 15% discount for Men 29 years old or younger who are registering for 
both days. 
 
We hope you'll join us! 
 
For details and registration, go to https://www.ccinoh.com/regional-
calendar.aspx?events=10978&action=details. 
 

 
 

International Affairs Seminar Challenges Youth To Put Faith Into Action 
 
Next year, March 8 through March 16, 2024 up to 46 high school sophomores, juniors, 
and seniors, along with 8 adults, will travel to two of our nation's largest and most globally 
influential cities to explore the intersections of faith, public policy, and justice.  Next year 
we are partnering with the Heartland Conference of the United Church of Christ to offer 
this exciting and formative opportunity for our youth. 
 
The International Affairs Seminar for Youth (IAS) challenges youth to learn about 
international affairs, U.S. foreign policy, and the Church through study, discussion and 
presentations during our time in New York City and Washington, D.C.  It seeks to 
encourage faith-based critical thinking and reflection through prayer, worship, discussion 
and community building. 
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The United Nations International Affairs Seminar has been a vital part of the Ohio 
Christian Youth Fellowship since the early 1960's. However, over the past decade we have 
shifted our focus to reflect more with International Affairs Seminar, and so we are 
changing the name of the Seminar to emphases this. 
 
It's the same outstanding program with the more accurate name of International Affairs 
Seminar. For many, this has been a life changing experience, witnessing the diverse ways 
that faith plays a part in the decision making of our nation and the world.  We are excited 
to now share this impactful experience with the United Church of Christ Heartland 
Conference. 
 
Our Regional Pastor and President, Rev. Allen V. Harris, will be helping to lead this 
program.  Rev. Harris has lived and served in both New York City and Washington, D.C. 
which will bring an added depth to this experience. 
 
When: Friday, March 8, 2024, 7:00p.m. through Saturday, March 16, 2024, 4:00p.m. 
Participants: The trip is limited to 46 high school sophomores, juniors and seniors and 8 
adult advisors. 
Cost: $1,200 covers Bus, Lodging, most meals, tour fees, 2 Theater Plays, and more. 
(About $150 per day). Plus an additional $200 for personal use is needed for some public 
transportation, food, souvenirs, etc. Scholarships are available. 
Departure/Return: First Christian Church, 116 E. Boyer St., Wadsworth, OH 44281 

For more information email Rev. Ralph Wearstler: RevRalphW@sbcglobal.net 
 

 
 

Leadership Academy 31 Goes 
Above and Beyond To Support 
Cleveland Christian Home 

 
When 31 individuals from public agencies 
and communities throughout northeast 
Ohio commenced a year-long professional 
development program in the fall of 2021, 
they had no idea the positive impact they 
would have on so many lives. Designed 
for people who work in the public sector, 
the Cleveland State University Leadership 
Academy emphasizes servant leadership. 
As such, cohort participants were tasked with identifying an appropriate organization to 
serve, then coming together with an action plan. 
 
Mary Siwierka, Director of Human Resources for the City of Avon Lake, sparked the effort 
to pitch Cleveland Christian Home. "Cohort members pitch their ideas, sort of like Shark 
Tank,” said Rob Ziol, MPA Director, Center for Public and Nonprofit Management, School 
of Urban Affairs, Cleveland State University. Against other worthy organizations, Mary's 
passion and ensuing presentations led to a unanimous class vote to support CCH. 
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Officially dubbed Leadership Academy 31, 
class members served through multiple 
activities, participating in the Clean-up the 
Grounds in June and the Scramble for Kids 
golf outing in July. The donation of 20 
duffel bags by one member includes a 
moving backstory. Displaced from her 
family as a child, one classmate recalls 
how miserable she felt as a transient 
moving between facilities, carrying any 
personal belongings she had in a garbage 
bag. She pledged that one day she would 
help others and pay it forward, because 
she wants kids to live in a dignified world. 

"When the members collected the duffel bags during the Academy project, there wasn't a 
dry eye in the house,” Ziol commented. It didn't stop at duffel bags, as the group filled the 
bags with handmade pillowcases, toiletries, hand sanitizers, wipes, toys, games and 
books. "This particular cause ignited a fire in the members! Something special happened,” 
said Ziol. "They knocked it out of the park as far as the tasks, but also in team building 
and relationships." Moved by the duffel bag initiative, two cohort members embarked on a 
second duffel bag collection in the Columbus area and will be driving them back to 
Cleveland. " 

 
To watch this cohort come together as a team makes my job great,” said Ziol "The reason 
I'm so excited with this particular cohort is the people,” Ziol added. Although Leadership 
Academy 31 has concluded, "I project there will be a lifetime connection with Cleveland 
Christian Home." 

 
Additional images: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1zjnh5txquIgwDHSIDn8zCbGTW7c9mnpQ 
 

 

High School Winter Retreat 
Explores "Who God Says You Are” 

 
The February 18-19 CYF High School Winter 
Retreat at Camp Christian went well and 
explored the theme, "Who God Says You 
Are.”   
 
The participants enjoyed it and the program 
was very interactive with the conversations 
and activities we had. We hosted 16 youth 
for the weekend, with another four arriving 
for a few hours on Saturday.   
 
The Leadership Team (pictured) planned and led worship Sunday morning.  It was a 
spirit-filled service based on their weekend theme of servant leadership. 
 

http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=2253&m=2381&nl=8&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=11672&l=-https--drive.google.com/drive/folders/1zjnh5txquIgwDHSIDn8zCbGTW7c9mnpQ


Over One Hundred Leaders Participate In Elder/Diaconate 
Workshop! 

 
Saturday, February 25 the Christian Church in Ohio hosted an Elder and Diaconate 
Training, "What's My Role Again? Elders & Deacons As Servant Leaders In The 
Church.”  It was led by Rev. Kara Swartz and Rev. Chad Penhorwood, Co-Pastors of 
Central Christian Church of Newark, Elder Harry Hemphill and Deacon James Howard, 
leaders of Bethany Christian Church of Cleveland.  By any account it was a marvelous 
success!  One hundred people, both Disciples of Christ and United Church of Christ 
leaders, showed up at Camp Christian for this much needed event.   The Regional Church 
will be offering more similar clergy and lay leadership training in the future. 

 
 

 

Congregational And Pastoral Changes 
 Rev. Glen Schory was called to be the Pastor of the First Christian Church in Cambridge. He 

began his ministry there on March 5th. 
 Rev. Paul Bomelli was called as the Settled Pastor of the First Christian Church in Medina. 

Installation set for Sunday, April 23rd. 
 Rev. Norman Witthuhn to be installed as the Pastor of Lordstown Christian Church in 

Warren on Sunday, March 12th at 10 am. 
 On Sunday, March 5th the Rev. Stephen Smithers was called as the Pastor of the First 

Christian Church in Alliance. 
 

 
 



Easter Special Offering 

 
The Easter Offering supports General Ministries 
of the Church. General ministries serve across 
the United States and Canada, and around the 
world. General Ministries also partner in ministry 
with a variety of far-reaching and unique 
organizations. 
 
The Easter Offering, received by most 
congregations on April 2 & 9, 2023, supports 
several of the general ministries of the Christian 
Church. Your gift supports college students in 
leadership development programs, global 
mission partners, health and social service 
ministries, the formation of new congregations, 
support for pastors and chaplains, and so much more. 
 
Your gift has the power to change lives around the world. Give online now or through your 
congregation. Thank you. 
 
For more information, including worship resources for the Easter Offering, go 
to https://disciplesmissionfund.org/special-offerings/easter/  
 

 
 

Global Ministries Feature - Ohio Event 
Supports Anti-Human Trafficking 
Ministries 

 
Intro to the Global Ministries article: 
 
On February 19, 2023, a luncheon event organized by 
Global Ministries board member, LaVerne Thorpe, was 
held at Gender Road Christian Church (GRCC) in Canal 
Winchester, Ohio, to raise funds to help prevent 
human trafficking.  Seventy-five percent of the event 
proceeds were designated for human trafficking 
initiatives through Global Ministries, and 25% were 

designated for the Choices shelter in Columbus, Ohio. In addition to GRCC, David's United 
Church of Christ (UCC) in Canal Winchester and Woodland Christian Church in Columbus 
participated in the event.  
 
For the full Global Ministries article, go to https://www.globalministries.org/ohio-event-
supports-anti-human-trafficking-ministries/ 
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