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Across The Region & In My Heart 

Rev. Allen V. Harris 
Regional Pastor & President 
 
Hopefully by now you have seen one or more of our 
wonderfully successful social media posts 
celebrating Asian American and Pacific Islander 
month in May. We lifted up four leaders across Ohio 
who shared in their own words a bit of their history 
and why such a month of celebration and education 
is important. I found them absolutely fascinating 
and deeply moving, even though I thought I already 
knew these leaders. You can find their stories and 
pictures on our Regional Church website here: 
https://www.ccinoh.com/ccio-
blog/2022/june/7/asian-american-pacific-islander-
month.aspx 
 
Similarly, June is considered Pride Month for the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer 
communities. This time of education and celebration is important to the Christian Church in Ohio 
for many reasons, but first and foremost we have congregations who have done the faithful and 
good work of studying, prayerfully discerning, committing themselves, and proclaiming the good 
news that, like Peter after his vision in Acts 10, "God has shown me that I should not call anyone 
profane or unclean.”   They are officially Open & Affirming Congregations in the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ). These congregations include: 

 Carthage Christian Church in Cincinnati 
 Compass Christian Church in Mason 
 Firestone Park Christian church in Akron 
 First Christian Church in Cuyahoga Falls 
 Franklin Circle, Christian Church in Cleveland 
 First Christian Church in Findlay 
 Heights Christian Church in Shaker Heights 
 Northwest Christian Church in Columbus 

And one ecumenical campus ministry, United Christian Ministry at Ohio University. 
Continue reading this article at https://www.ccinoh.com/ccio-blog/2022/june/10/across-the-
region-and-in-my-heart.aspx  
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Summer Camp video message from Regional 
Pastor and President, Rev. Allen Harris 

Please view the full video message on YouTube 
at https://youtu.be/bhBxoZDL_wo 
 
We have a favor to ask of you... would you invite 
someone to consider attending one of our wonderful 
retreats, camps, or conferences this summer?  As much 
as we thank you for your volunteer efforts at our Camp 
Work Days, and as much as we are grateful to you for 
your gifts to our scholarship fund or capital 
improvements or endowment funds, what we REALLY 
need is for you to invite someone to attend one of our wonderful summer retreats, camps, and 
conferences.  We have something for everyone of any age!  
 
Share with your family members, neighbors, or coworkers this 
link https://www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian/summer-programs.aspx and help them choose the 
right event for themselves or their children.  If they say money is an issue... it doesn't need to 
be!  We have abundant scholarship funds that anyone can have access to!  Our Summer 2022 
Camp, Conference, and Retreat program is only great if people attend, so please consider 
registering today and invite someone else to attend.  It can be life changing! 

 
 
 

Adult Conference 

June 27 – July 1, 2022 
Northwest Christian Church, Columbus 

 
Together in Harmony & Unity 

Psalm 133 
We're looking forward to a very exciting Adult Conference this 
year!  Rev. Allen Harris, Ohio Regional Minister, is our Vesper 
Speaker. Dr. Walter Taylor, Professor Emeritus at Trinity 
Lutheran Seminary at Capital University, is our daily Bible 
Lecturer.  Conferees may choose two of the four classes we are 
offering.  Our teachers and their classes are: 

 Rev. Christopher Stark, Pastor – "Very Good and Pleasant:  Seeking Reconciliation in the Midst” 
 Revs. Drs. Betty & Irvin Green, Pastors – "Within Our Togetherness:  Conflict in the Church” - This 

class will explore recognizing conflict, seeking harmony, the quest for unity, and holding it all 
together. 

 Dr.  David Belcastro, Professor  – "Cultivating Hearts for Congregational Harmony” 
 Rev. Kerry Reed & Ms. Myra Hayduk, Retired – "Traveler? Sojourner? Emigrant? Refugee?” –As 

heirs of the Incarnation, this class will explore the nature of our inter-actions with the "strangers” 
among us.  

The registration deadline for Adult Conference is coming up quick AND, the block of rooms at the 
hotel are filling up, so please get registered ASAP. 
 
For more information about Adult Conference, including how to register, and who to contact for 
questions, go to https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/adult-conference.aspx. 
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Advance Conference 

July 24th - 31st at Camp Christian 
 
For young adults ages 19-30 
 
"Seeking Peace and Justice in a Divided World" 
 
We have so many fun activities and new ideas all for 
you and we CANNOT wait to share them! Please share 
this flyer with your friends and invite them to join us in 
community this summer. If you would like to take 
advantage of the Advance Scholarship fund please 
reach out to an officer and we would be happy to 
help. 
 

Seriously, this summer is going to be so fun and we can't wait to see YOU! 
 
All of the details including registration and scholarship information can be found at 
https://www.ccinoh.com/minist.../adult/advance-ministry.aspx. 

 
 
 

Ohio Women's Ministries Retreat 

SAVE THE DATE 
September 10th at Camp Christian 
 
This will be a one day event, but overnight accommodations will be 
available. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at Camp this Fall!!  More details to 
come. 
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Regional Assembly ~ A Family Reunion 

September 24th at Camp Christian 

 
"How good and pleasant it is when God's 
people live together in unity!” Psalm 133:1 

 
We are so excited to reunite in person!  This year's 
Assembly will be filled with worship, fun and games, a 
short business session, delicious meals, and wonderful 
fellowship with friends and colleagues from around the 
Christian Church in Ohio and beyond. Adults, youth, 
and children are invited to attend. The Assembly is 
designed for all ages, and there will also be child care 
for Children ages 4 to 12. We would love to see as 

many of you as possible for this long-anticipated gathering. We hope that each church in the Ohio 
Region will send at least 2 members to represent their congregation.  
 
Please help us create a photo collage of our extended church family in the Ohio Region, by sending 
a group photo of your congregation.  Email high resolution group photos as jpeg or png 
attachments to ccio@ccinoh.org, by September 1st. 

 
 

Compass Christian Sends Disaster 
Recovery Delegation To Dayton 

 
The weekend of April 30-May 1st, the 
membership of Compass Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ), Mason, cancelled their in-
house activities, including the Sunday morning 
worship service, in order to take an active part 
in the Faith Alliance "X-Days."  Our originally 
planned activity did not materialize, instead we 
were called to lend our skills to the efforts of 
the still ongoing Tornado relief efforts in nearby 
Dayton, Ohio led by Disciples Week of Compassion.  Working on rehabbing one home and 
assisting in the build of another new home through the Week of Compassion efforts, to bring 
restoration to families still displaced by the deadly tornados from 2 years ago. 
 
Our weekend of "Mission into Action" saw over 15 Compass Christian volunteers tackle drywall 
hanging and finishing and hanging vinyl siding at 2 different home sites.  We were also blessed to 
have a short worship service Sunday morning at one of the sites.  Rev. Beckie Linn Gregory is 
Pastor of Compass Christian Church. 
 
XDays is organized through the Faith Alliance, an ecumenical group of churches in the West 
Chester, Ohio area with which Compass actively participates.  Here is a link to a video of the short 
worship service:  "Mission in Action" May 1st, 2022 Worship Service at X-Days - 
https://youtu.be/z3VrNrhoHHY. 
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Larry Pigg Scholarship Presented To 
Jonathan Lawrence Lee of Anderson 
Hills Christian Church 

 
On Sunday, May 22, 2022, Rev. Anna Hope 
Curwood and Rev. Thomas Barnes on behalf of 
the churches in District 12 of the Christian 
Church in Ohio, had the honor of presenting 
the Larry Pigg Scholarship to Jonathan 
Lawrence Lee of Anderson Hills Christian 
Church.  Rev. Pigg was a longtime and much 
beloved pastor in the Christian Church in Ohio, 

including as Pastor of College Hill Christian Church in Cincinnati.  He is also remembered as a Camp 
Director at Camp Christian and a reknown Hoe Down caller. 
 
Jonathan is the son of Brian and Katy Lee; he graduated Summa Cum Laude from Turpin High 
School and is planning to attend Kenyon College this fall to major in Math and Statistics. He was 
awarded a music scholarship from Kenyon, so he's looking forward to continuing to play both 
saxophone and piano in college. He is also a third-generation Disciples, with his Grandfather Rev. 
Jonathan Graham being a Disciples of Christ minister. 
 
Pictured are (l-r) Rev. Anna Hope Curwood, Katy Lee, Jonathan Lee, Rev. Thomas Barnes, and Brian 
Lee 

 
 
 

First Christian Church of 
Wilmington Hosts "Concert For 
Ukraine” May 22 

 
On Sunday, May 22nd, First Christian 
Church in Wilmington hosted a "Concert 
for Ukraine," featuring classical pianists, 
Chi Hoi Jimmy Cheung and Angela Lau of 
the Cincinnati Conservatory of Music. 
Both are incredible musicians and the 
performance included selections from Isaac Albeniz, Samuel Barber, and Ukrainian composer, 
Sergei Prokofiev. The event was to benefit Ukrainian refugees through the Week of Compassion. 
In all, the event raised $3,000 to support our displaced sisters and brothers through our partners 
in ministry. The free-will gifts from the congregation and community will provide a safety net for 
the 6.4 million who have fled that war torn nation.  
 
Thanks to all who helped make The Concert for Ukraine" such a meaningful moment of music and 
compassion! 

 
 
 



Bethany Christian Church, Cleveland, 
Hosts Prayer Vigil May 25 

 
In response to the shooting in Buffalo, New 
York, and other recent instances of violence 
in our world, Bethany Christian Church of 
Cleveland and their Senior Pastor, the Rev. 
Dr. Robin Hedgeman, led a public prayer 
vigil on Thursday evening, May 25.  They 
invited participants to pray "for our 
community, our children, and this world in 
which we live.”   
 
Pictured with Rev. Dr. Hedgeman (far left) 

are (l-r) Rev. Craig Hoffman, Rev. Kris Eggert, and David Eggert.  Several are pictured with t-shirts 
from the gun-violence prevention organization, God Before Guns 
(https://www.godbeforeguns.org/) 
 

 
 
 

Fifth Christian Church, Cleveland, Hosts 
Vigil May 30 In Response To Buffalo 
Shooting 

 
Fifth Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and their 
Pastor, the Rev. E. Regis Bunch, invited the 
community to a vigil to pause, reflect, remember 
and resist white supremacy on Monday, May 30th, 
2022 on Memorial Day.  Originally planned in 
response to the shooting deaths of ten African 
American citizens in a supermarket in Buffalo, sadly 
the vigil also included remembering the 19 children 
and two teachers who were killed in their school by 
a shooter in Uvalde, Texas.   A service of libations 
was offered as the names of all those who were 
killed in both locations were read aloud and repeated by those present.   
In addition to Rev. Bunch, other Discples who spoke include the Rev. Heidi Barham, Pastor of 
Ledgewood Christian Church in Novelty, Rev. Kris Eggert, Regional Elder and co-director of God 
Before Guns, and our Regional Pastor and President, the Rev. Allen V. Harris. 
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Heights Christian Church Names New 
Transitional Minister  
 
Heights Christian Church, a Disciples of Christ 
congregation located in Shaker Heights, is excited to 
announce that Dr. Katherine J.  (Kate) has been named 
the church's new Transitional Minister, beginning July 
1, 2022.  Dr. Gillooly will be taking on the church 
leadership role as the current Senior Minister, Rev. 
Roger Osgood, retires on June 30, 2022, after over 15 
years serving the congregation. 
 

Dr. Gillooly has been the Director of Congregational Development at Heights Christian Church 
since 2016, with broad experience in lay leadership, Christian education, public speaking, and 
preaching. She has played an active role in many congregational initiatives, including the church's 
recent move to "nest” within Plymouth Church on Coventry Road. 

 
 

New Hope Christian Church in Holland Flea Market 

 
Come out and enjoy Sunshine and bargains on June 
25th from 9am to 3pm at our first Outdoor Flea 
Market. Whether you want to participate in the sale 
or search for bargains this event is a must. 
 
Inside: We will have some talented local handmade 
craft vendors where you will find one-of-a-kind items 
that you are sure to love. 
 
Outside: There will be something for everybody! 
Come check out some local companies and 
community members who are bringing things of all kinds for you to make your own.  
 
Call 419-481-3600 for vendor info.  

 
College Hill Christian Church Seeking Home For Hymnals 
& Bibles 

 
College Hill Christian Church in Cincinnati has sold their beautiful 
building to a church of another tradition and language.  Therefore, 
they are asking for help to find a home for their Bibles and 
hymnals.  They have available for free the following items: 
- The Hymnal for Worship & Celebration (red and blue covers) – 85 
- Hymns for the Family of God (green cover) –  12-13 
- Bibles (New International Version) – 100 
 
The person or organization requesting them will have to pick them 

up.  Please contact Jan Denton at jkdgrams@fuse.net to request them and arrange for pick up. 
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Celebrations Around The Regional Church 

 
We have had a lot of celebrations this past month of a wide variety!  On Sunday, April 24 we 
celebrated the Installation of the Rev. Dr. CJ Koen as Pastor at Northside Christian Church, 
Cincinnati.  The Rev. Eric Brown led the service, the Rev. Thomas Barnes preached, and Rev. Allen 
Harris led the service of installation, and clergy from across District 12 participated.  A festive feast 
prepared by the congregation followed.   On Sunday, May 1st two celebrations happened.  Fayette 
Christian Church in the northwest part of the state celebrated its 140th Anniversary.  Rev. Mary Jo 
Bray, former pastor, preached and Rev. Joseph Hara, Regional Elder for District 1, represented the 
Region.  Also on that day the final services of worship for College Hill Christian Church, Cincinnati, 
were celebrated: one for the remaining members of the congregation in the morning, with 
worship, and a public service in the afternoon.   Dan Urra, lay leader in the congregation, offered a 
history of the congregation and the Rev. Harris preached on Acts 17:22-34a with a sermon titled, 
"God Is Not Far From Each Of Us.”  A catered reception followed.    

 
On Mother's Day, May 8, First Christian Church of Paulding also celebrated baptisms, and since 
the congregation is between pastors, the Rev. Margot Connor, Regional Elder for District 5, 
stepped in and officiated at the baptism of all five young people.  Two celebrations took place on 
Sunday, May 15.  In the morning the retirement of the Rev. Cynthia Adcock after 29 years in 
ministry in the congregation, most recently as Senior Pastor and Al Adcock, for 27 years 
concluding as their Minister of Music, was celebrated at Northwest Christian Church in Upper 
Arlington.  Rev. Dr. Judy A. Alston, new Regional Elder for District 9, along with Rev. Harris, and 



Rev. Faith Solon, Associate Minister, shared in the liturgy.  Rev. Harris preached on Psalm 34:1-3, 
one of Cindy and Al's favorite scriptures, with a sermon titled, "Continuous Praise.”  A Hawaiian-
themed reception followed recognizing the trip the Adcock's were headed on later that 
week.  Later in the afternoon, May 15th, Clergy from around District 8, along with other guests, 
gathered at First Christian Church of Middletown for their 110th Anniversary Celebration.  Rev. 
Connor Thompson is Senior Pastor and Rev. Jeffrey Wilder is Associate Pastor.  The Rev. Cornelius 
Brown, new Regional Elder for District 8, shared in the liturgy, and Rev. Harris preached on 
Romans 12:1-5 on the theme, "True Community Is A Communion Of Unity.”  A special treat was 
the baptism of three new young members of the church!  The dinner afterwards, cooked and 
served by members of the church, was a extravagant affair, with special dishes prepared from 
each of the past recipe books printed by the congregation over the years.    

 
On Sunday, May 22, at both the 8:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. services, the Rev. Laureen Roe was 
installed as Senior Pastor of First Christian Church of Zanesville.  The Ministry Covenant was 
shared by the Rev. Phil Hunt, Regional Elder for Districts 10 & 11 and Rev. Harris, who also 
preached.  The sermon for the day was based on Ephesians 1:15-23 & Romans 15:7-13 and was 
titled, "Know The Hope.”  A reception was held after both services hosted by members of the 
congregation.  On Memorial Day Sunday, May 29, the Rev. Dr. Tom Stephenson retired after 10 
years as Senior Pastor of First Christian Church of Wilmington.  Rev. Harris officiated at a Farewell 
Litany, and the congregation sent him off with highest honors and wonderful gifts from the 
heart.  The congregation also celebrated Graduates Sunday and Scholarship Sunday, a fitting 
tribute to Pastor Stephenson's ministry.  A receiving line, complete with tasty cookies and bottled 
water, concluded the day.  



 
And most recently, on Sunday, June 5, the Rev. Kara Swart and Rev. Chad Penhorwood were 
installed as Senior Co-Ministers of Newark Central Christian Church.  Chad and Kara are no 
strangers to Ohio and are pleased to be back with family and friends here.  The Rev. Phil Hunt, 
Regional Elder, and Rev. Harris officiated at their installation service.  Since it was also Pentecost 
Sunday, the scripture for the day was Acts 2:1-12 and the sermon was titled, "When The 
Community Speaks, Will Anyone Listen?”  A wonderful reception, including Rev. Harris' favorite 
pimento cheese sandwiches, rounded out the celebration. 

 
 
 

Volunteers Needed For 
Tornado Recovery! 

 
A tornado outbreak in May 2019 
damaged thousands of homes in the 
greater Dayton, OH area. Week of 
Compassion is working on an 
innovative collaboration called the 
Tornado Survivors' Pathways to Homeownership Program, which helps families displaced from 
tornado-damaged rental housing become first-time homeowners. Week of Compassion recently 
received a grant from National VOAD and Lowe's to support this project, and we need volunteers 
to help put the funds to work! In partnership with the Ohio Region, the Heartlands Conference of 
the United Church of Christ, and United Church of Christ Disaster Ministries, we are hosting 
volunteer teams of 4-10 people through July 30, 2022 to finish interiors of new and rehabbed 
homes. Volunteers must be 14 years of age or older (mixed age groups must have 1 adult for every 
4 volunteers under 18). Housing is provided, if desired, ($50/person/week) at United Christian 
Church, where teams will have access to a kitchen to prepare meals. Showers will be at the YMCA 
across the street. Typical work week is Monday-Friday, but alternate schedules can be 
accommodated based on availability. 
 
To register, email volunteer@weekofcompassion.org with your preferred dates, a point of contact, 
and your group size (if known). 
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Learning About Disciples History & Polity Isn't Just For Clergy! 

 
Learning more about the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) history and polity (governance) isn't 
just important for clergy to know.  Lay leaders and members can benefit greatly from learning 
about it, as well.  Phillips Theological Seminary's Center for Ministry and Lay Training offers online 
courses that are inexpensive and just *happen* to be taught by our very own Ohio clergy, the Rev. 
Jeff Gill!  Here's the info for the next class: 
 
Disciples History and Polity 
Instructor: Rev. Jeff Gill 
 
An exploration and analysis of the history, polity and characteristic beliefs of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ). The course will include the origins, development, growth and current status of 
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and its related groups around the world; discussions of 
the characteristic beliefs and practices which make the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) a 
unique part of the universal church while celebrating the Disciples' ecumenical pilgrimage; and an 
awareness of how the polity of the Disciples of Christ works. 
 

The online course is from June 27-August 21, 2022. The price of the course is $100. 
 
Form more information, go to https://ptstulsa.edu/prospective-students/programs-of-study/non-
credit-programs/center-for-ministry-and-lay-training/  
  
 
 
- 
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