Ohio Regional Newsletter ~ March 2022

Across The Region & In My Heart
Rev. Allen V. Harris
Regional Pastor & President

As the latest wave of COVID-19 infections from the
omicron variant slows down and there are fewer
infections and significantly fewer deaths from the
virus across Ohio, our hearts cannot yet relax as an .
unprovoked war sears across Ukraine, gun violence AR

continues to decimate our communities, and the \l\ w

rights of many of our LGBTQ+ friends, neighbors, - \

and family members are under attack. But as

people of deep faith, we know that we do not have to weather such storms alone, and the Divine
Source of Life yearns for us to do what we can to make a positive difference in life, and to know
when to take a break and care for ourselves and those around us. | hope this email helps us a bit
with the former: taking action to serve and improve the world God has given us.

Continue reading the full article at https://www.ccinoh.com/ccio-blog/2022/across-the-region-in-
my-heart.aspx

DHM 2022 Lenten Devotional Resource

Disciples Home Missions (DHM) has designed a concise 2022 Lenten
Resource, "Who Do You Say That | Am?” for you to enjoy across the
church. Included are litanies, daily affirmations, meditations,
reflections, a playlist, and prayer. Our beloved guest contributors
are Reverends Bere Gil Soto, Deenabandhu Manchala, Kristen
Peters, and Tyler Thompson. Let us remember Jesus together!

“Uhko Do Yow
Say That
7 Am?”

The 2022 booklet is attached to this email. The booklet, as well as
previous resources, can also be downloaded at
https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/congregations/faith-
formationchristian-education/resources/lent/
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DEADLINE EXTENDED - Summer Staff Applications

Do you know a young adult who would love to spend
= their summer at Camp Christian serving on Camp Staff?
= Perhaps, it's you!!

The 2022 Camp Staff Application & Reference Forms are
posted. Please share with anyone who may be interested
in applying. Thank you!

More info and the documents are available at: https://www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian/summer-
programs/camp-christian-summer-staff.aspx

Deadline has been extended to March 15th.

Summer Camp & Conference Registration 2022
Now Open!

The Camp Christian Summer 2022 Camp and
Conference registration forms and information are
now available through our website. They are all
available for download in one place on

the Summer Forms, Downloads, and Links page.
They can all also be accessed through each of the
Ministry's web pages and on each of the
corresponding dates on the Regional

Calendar. Please feel free to post and share this
information with as many people as possible.

As with last Summer, there is a Covid-19 Policy that

will be updated as health recommendations change. The Camp Christian Committee and Christian
Church in Ohio Staff are working closely with the Union County Health Department on this policy.
The policy can be viewed HERE.

Each Congregation will also receive a packet of hard copies of the forms and information in the
mail over the next week or so. We just wanted to be sure you knew where to access them online
in the meantime. We are looking forward to having another wonderful Summer at Camp
Christian!!
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Spiritual Life Retreat for Ministers

All Clergy including Chaplains, Retired, United Church of Christ Ministers, and Spouses are invited
to attend.

March 28th — 30th, 2022 at Camp Christian

Creating Community in a Divided Society - Led by David Belcastro

Thomas Merton wrote, "The spiritual life is first of all a life. It is not merely something to be known
and studied, it is to be lived." As clergypersons, the busyness of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany
have passed, and the season of Lent is just ahead on our calendars with Ash Wednesday on March
2"d. During the busyness of the Lenten season, the Ohio Spiritual Life Committee invites you to
take a break together and come away to the annual Ministers' Spiritual Life Retreat from March
28-30, 2022 at Camp Christian to explore "Creating Community in a Divided Society" as clergy
colleagues.

David Belcastro is Professor Emeritus of Religious Studies at Capital
University, is past president of the International Thomas Merton Society,
and past co-editor of The Merton Annual, as well as the author and
presenter of numerous articles on Merton, Milosz, and Camus.

This retreat will not be lectures, but rather, conversations around the
ideas of Confrontation, Conversation, and Community. We will participate
in "engage spiritual formation” that integrates our spiritual formation with our pastoral work of
creating and nurturing Christ-Centered Communities of faith, hope and compassion. With each
session, David will provide a contemplative practice from four different traditions: Yoga, Sufi,
Islam and Judaism. There will also be times for various other spiritual practices as well.

More information including how to register can be found at
https://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/spiritual-life.aspx

You Are Invited! ~ Regional Assembly 2022

,,,,J\_ Family Reunion
" (Camap Chmsham Sepﬁenmker 24% ‘

Save The Date: Regional Assembly Saturday September 24

Our biennial Regional Assembly will be on Saturday, September 24 from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. and will
be a completely different format and flavor! We are hosting "A Family Reunion” at Camp Christian
that day and we will have games and fellowship activities in addition to a little bit of business and
the celebration of our ministries these past two years. All of our Christian Church in Ohio
members, family, and friends are welcome to attend! More information to come!
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Easter Special Offering
Sunday April 10 and 17, 2022 April 10th and 17th

@ Several times a year, congregations receive a special

. offering to support the ministries of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ). These gifts are given above and beyond
the regular core support of Disciples Mission Fund.

SRECIAL OFFERING

The Easter Offering, received by most congregations on
April 10 & 17, 2022, supports several of the general
; ministries of the Christian Church. Your gift supports college
9\ supporting genera ] .
W7 Christian Churc students in leadership development programs, global
mission partners, health and social service ministries, the
formation of new congregations, support for pastors and chaplains, and so much more.

A special day offering of
Disciples Mission Fun

More information, including worship materials, available at
https://disciplesmissionfund.org/special-offerings/easter/

2022 Eco-Justice Gathering:

Fostering Resilient Hearts & Nw'(e
Communities LN ;
June 27-July 1, 2022 at Christmount B D)

in North Carolina
The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
This intergenerational gathering in Faith in Action:
the Blue Ridge Mountains will be Caring for Community and Creation
rooted in rhythms of rest, expansive
cooperation, and beholding each
other in the midst of daily awakening
to climate change.

Equal parts resting with God and visioning for community resilience, we are taking a year to step
in, breathe, and acknowledge the profound emotional, physical, and psychological effects of the
ongoing climate crisis. Many of us are burned out, and heartbroken.

How do we move forward, together, celebrating what our faith communities and networks have
accomplished, while also knowing we need imagination and energy for all that there still is to do?

Registration at https://christmount.brushfire.com/events/527061. Questions? Contact
rob@christmount.org
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Disciples of Christ Historical Society launches search for new
President

The Disciples of Christ Historical Society (DCHS), a General
Ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) located in
Bethany, West Virginia, seeks to call a new President. The
President will work in an historic, academic, and bucolic setting
within a state-of-the-art facility.

DCHS

The Future of History

The President directs and oversees all activities of the DCHS
and is expected to provide vision and leadership necessary to
support the full scope of the mission of the Society. The
President, working with the staff and the Board of Trustees, has responsibility to develop,
implement, and evaluate the organization's vision, mission and strategic plan, with particular
emphasis on building a vibrant and relevant future for the ministry while leaning into a strong and
long history. The President has the opportunity to actively practice the craft of being an historian
while facilitating and supporting the work of colleagues who are historians of the church,
particularly those within the Stone-Campbell family.

More information, including a full job description can be found at:
https://discipleshistory.org/about/news/president-search

CCIO Congregation and Community News

University Chaplain At Denison University Offers Unique
Ash Wednesday Possibility

The Rev. Stephanie McLemore, a Disciples of Christ clergy
person who serves as University Chaplain at Denison
University, offered the students a unique opportunity for
Ash Wednesday. Instead of a traditional service of worship
inside a chapel, she positioned herself in a public space and
offered "Ashes to Go.” In the picture you will see a ceramic
dove from Taize, a cloth from Africa, a tea light holder from
Haiti she used for ashes, and an icon from Russia. Denison
University is in Granville, Ohio.

For more information about Rev. McLemore's Chaplaincy at Denison University, go to
https://denison.edu/campus/religious/wh/144868
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Central Christian Church Kettering Resumes Monthly Jazz Band Concerts

Central Christian Church of Kettering has resumed its monthly Jazz Band Concerts after they were
suspended due to COVID. The Central Jazz Band offers a concert every third Tuesday of the month
at 7:00 p.m. in the church's sanctuary. The concert is free, however a donation of $5 or non-
perishable food item is joyfully received to go towards the congregation's food ministry. The
concert is also livestreamed on the congregation's Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/cccket.

The photo is of lifelong musicians - Bryce Newton (KCS band director) on flute and Phillip Erskine
(Fairmont band parent) on Trombone playing together on a recent concert of the Central Jazz Big
Band.

Rev. Brian Carr Called As Interim at Mt. Healthy Christian Church

The Rev. Brian Carr has been called as the Interim Pastor of Mt. Healthy Christian Church, just
northwest of Cincinnati. He began in early January. The Rev. Carol Oetzel had been serving the
congregation.
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Bruce Bowerman-Jett Called As New Lead Pastor of
First Christian Church of Kenton.

Bruce Bowerman-Jett has been Called As New Lead
Pastor of First Christian Church of Kenton. His
Ministry will begin April 1st.

Bruce is very active in the Ohio Region with our
camping program as the Food Service Director for
Camp Christian and is currently a candidate for
ordination with the Commission on Ministry in Ohio.

Bruce writes "I love God and am so thankful for His
blessings. | love being an in-progress pastor of
Christ. | honestly believe being a pastor is the most
important thing | could do on the face of the earth. |
love to preach and teach God's word and I'm glad He allowed me to join. He chose a tremendously
flawed person when He chose me. Nevertheless, He did choose me, and | am thankful for that.
"Blessings, as we Press on in HIS Grace”

Rev. Paul Bomeli Called As Transitional Minister at First Christian Church of Medina

First Christian Church of Medina has welcomed Rev. Paul Bomeli as their new transitional

minister. Rev. Bomeli comes to Medina, after serving congregations in S.E., N.W., and N.E. Ohio
previously. In the past he has served on the Ohio Region's CYF Commission, as a counselor, &
assistant director at various summer camps, and is once again serving as a member of the Region's
Spiritual Life Committee. In his spare time, Paul enjoys sports, history, travel, cooking, and
motorcycling.

Rev. Paul Bomeli began serving in this position on February 13. The Rev. Laura Fitt-Baird had been
serving the congregation previously.

Rev. Kenneth Oswald Called As Association Pastor of First Christian Church of Tiffin

At their meeting on March 1 First Christian Church of Tiffin Board called the Rev. Ken Oswald as
Associate Pastor. He will be serving alongside their Senior Pastor, the Rev. Doug DeVos. He will be
installed at a service later in the spring.



Rev. Dawn Remster Celebrates Nineteen years as
Senior Pastor of First Christian Church of Zanesville

Over two Sundays in late February, the members of
First Christian Church of Zanesville celebrated
nineteen and a half years of ministry of the Rev.
Dawn Remster as she retires as their Senior

Pastor. On Sunday, February 20t they hosted an
open house, which included visitors from
Northwest Christian Church in Columbus and First
Christian Church of Paulding, two congregations
Rev. Remster had previously served. On Sunday,
February 27", the Rev. Allen V. Harris officiated at a
Farewell Service, both preaching and offering a
liturgy of farewell. Rev. Remster was honored
along with her husband, Tim, who had served in
leadership in the music ministry of the church.

The Rev. Laureen Roe has been called as the new
Senior Pastor and was present for the service as
part of this congregation's "transitional ministry
model.”




