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A covenant network of congregations in mission 

 

 

 

 

Week of Compassion 

Special Offering 
 

     When disaster strikes the 

Week of Compassion and their 

church partner organizations 

responds to humanitarian 

needs in every corner of the 

world. What we do together 

makes a difference. Compas-

sion in Action change lives, lives are saved and the 

world changes.  

     During Rebuild Joplin after a tornado the Disciples and 

UCC volunteers worked over a year and a half before the first 

house was rebuilt from foundation to finish. Compassion into 

Action. 

     Week of Compassion is coordinating efforts with the   

Oklahoma Disaster Recovery Project with Methodist Disaster 

Response and other local Partners to help volunteers put their 

Compassion into Action. 

     There are other Disaster response teams Philippines Ty-

phoon Recovery, Wildfires, Floods, Syria food Assistance, Egypt 

Emergency Repairs. There is also a list of several Long Term 

Recovery and Rehabilitation projects. Compassion in Action. 

     You will find a lot of good information on the Week of 

Compassion website. Be sure to watch their video message.  

Also check Disciples Volunteering site for available Mission Trip 

opportunities. There is a need for emergency clean up buckets 

and blankets. Compassion in Action. 

     The Week of Compassion Offering is taken on    

Sunday, February 16th and 23rd. Please give generously. 

Your gifts not only change lives, they save lives and the world 

changes. Let your eyes see the needs of others and find ways to 

respond.  All things are possible with God. Compassion in Action. 

For more information go to www.weekofcompassion.org. 

Christian Church in Ohio needs your help! 
     Where is God calling you to use your gifts and talents?   

The Christian Church in Ohio provides many opportunities to 

get involved including ministries such as Camp Christian, Com-

mission on Ministry, Congregational Transformation, New 

Church Development, and many more. 

     The Regional Church Council is the backbone of the Chris-

tian Church in Ohio and works to support these many minis-

tries.  The Regional Church Council needs a diverse group of 

people, both laity and ordained from all over the region, who 

feel called to serve the Christian Church in Ohio for a period 

of two to six years.  The Regional Church Council meets twice 

a year at Camp Christian in the Spring and in the Fall to review 

our common ministry. 

     If you have a passion for Regional Church Ministry or if you 

know someone who does, check out the Regional Church 

Council Job Description located at http://ccinoh.org/admin/

assets/regional%20church%20council%20job%20description%20

(3).pdf.  If this ministry excites you, please get in touch with a 

member of the Membership Development Committee. 

     You can reach the committee by contacting either David 

Tietsort, chairman, at dtietsort@cinci.rr.com or the Regional 

Associate Minister, Steve Bentley at SBentley@ccinoh.org. 

Have you ever considered an outreach retreat 

at Camp Christian? 
  

     Karl Road Christian Church recently had a retreat at the 

Monroe Lodge that was geared to prayer, conversation and 

action on behalf of others. 

     We arrived Friday evening and after ice breaker games, we 

had a Bible study on Mathew 25: 31 - 46 followed by discus-

sions about our experiences both caring for and being our-

selves "the least of these."  We also learned in depth about the 

ministry of the Week of Compassion. 

     Saturday morning after breakfast and a devotional time  

reflecting on Luke 4: 14-21, we spent the morning working at 

the Free Store as well as providing lunch and craft activities for 

the children who came to the free store. 

     Saturday afternoon was spent in talking about our experi-

ences in this hands on ministry as well as making plans for the 

future outreach activities for our church. We closed our time 

together with a short worship service and, of course, commun-

ion. 

     We designed this retreat to be fun, prayerful and an oppor-

tunity for service to others.  It was an intergenerational experi-

ence and we recommend it to any congregation. 

     For more details, contact Rev. Margot Connor, pastor at 

Karl Road Christian Church (614) 888-3444 or 

ogram842@yahoo.com.  
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Spiritual Insights 

Rev. Dr. William H. Edwards 
     “Go therefore and make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 

everything that I have commanded you.  

And remember, I am with you always, 

to the end of the age.” Matt. 28:19-20  
 

"The Great Commission" 
 

     One of the priorities of the vision for the Christian Church 

in Ohio is “Congregational Transformation and Evangelism”. 

The driving passion, the very heartbeat of the church, is evan-

gelism.  We may have many programs in place, we may have a 

beautiful building and warm fellowship, but if we do not have a 

passion and desire to reach persons who don’t have a relation-

ship with God through Jesus Christ, then we are like a ship that 

has lost its compass. 

     Evangelism is not a program, but a lifestyle, an attitude.  It can 

not be contained in one catch all description.  Evangelism is not 

something that is static, it is always evolving.  That is why there 

are volumes and volumes of books, resources and material on 

Evangelism.  There are no one set of principles that will work. 

Evangelism is driven by an intangible power, the Holy Spirit; it is 

too dynamic to be pinned down. That is why evangelism is so 

elusive, so intimidating, so frightening for most Christians.  We 

don't even like to use the word.  We want to call it Church 

Growth.  But, Evangelism is not just Church Growth. 

     Evangelism is Relational, because it involves people.  The Bible, 

which contains God's salvation story for humanity through Jesus 

Christ, is about people and their relationships with one another 

and God.  The relational nature of the Bible makes Evangelism so 

powerful.     

     In Matthew 28:19-20, when Jesus gave his disciples their 

marching orders in the Scripture text we know as the Great 

Commission--"Go into all of the world, make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them, teaching them to obey all that I have 

commanded you" -- he was giving them a new set of instruc-

tions to adopt a new lifestyle of doing new things and working 

with new kinds of people in order to make people new through 

the power of the Holy Spirit.  

     Today, Jesus commissions each one of us as his followers to 

Go and make disciples. To move out of our church building, 

our Bible studies, our small groups, and make it a priority to 

spend time with unchurched people on their turf – We are 

called to Go, building bridges of friendship with others so that 

the love of Christ can influence their lives. 

     There is a famous Victorian painting of Jesus standing at a 

door, with the text, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock”? 

The original is in St. Paul’s Cathedral in London.  It has been 

reproduced many times and many of you have seen it.  

     Most people think that Jesus is asking to be let in, inviting 

him into our homes and even into our hearts.  But I think that 

it is quite the other way around.  Jesus is knocking at the door, 

in order to invite us to come outside and join with him.  He is  
 

Spiritual Insights continued in the next column 
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Message from Regional Associate Pastor, 

Rev. Dr. LaTaunya Bynum 
     I used to wonder why something as final as a graduation 

ceremony was called “commencement”. After all, graduation is 

about endings, it marks the ending of our days as students and 

apprentices. In so many ways, graduation marks the ending of 

childhood and youth. 

     But then I remembered that to commence means to 

“initiate, to begin, to start” something. So that bittersweet 

ceremony is not only about ending, it is also about beginning. 

Graduation/commencement marks the time that tells us that 

the moment has come for us to put our learning, our experi-

ence, all that we know to work in the world. Have any of us 

learned all that we need to know? Of course not. Learning is a 

lifetime undertaking. But we know enough to go and begin  

living the lives to which God has called us. We can always learn 

more. 

     Jesus says to us, his 21st century disciples, “go into all the 

world” and do three things: 
 

1. Make disciples – tell the story of Jesus Christ in a way that 

is relevant in people’s lives. 

2. Baptize them – let them commit themselves to Jesus Christ 

by the ritual of symbolic cleansing, death, and resurrection. 

3. Teach them to obey all that Jesus has taught – our call is to 

follow the one whose life is the embodiment of Micah 6:8 – 

to do justice, love kindness, and to walk humbly with God. 
 

We are sent into God’s world to live faithfully and to help 

make the space we inhabit a fit dwelling place for God. Will you 

go? 

Spiritual Insights continued 

not asking to come in; he is inviting us to come out and to Go 

make disciples.  So let us Go and allow God to lead so that we 

can see God’s wonders at work among us. 
 

     Our theme for the October 16-18 Regional Assembly is:  

“Called to Go”“Called to Go”  

Matthew 28:19Matthew 28:19--2020  

     This will a time of sharing and celebrating the transforming 

work God is doing in the mission and ministry of our congrega-

tions and in our lives as people of faith.  

Please make your plans to be a part of this gather of the      

regional church. 

     I believe that 2014 will be a year of spiritual growth for  

mission as a regional church. Our vision states that God is call-

ing us to be: 

“A covenant network of congregations in mission: We are 

the Body of Christ gifted and called in covenant together as 

Disciples of Christ to be centers of transformation on the 

new mission frontier of our own communities.” 

     I look forward with great anticipation of what God will do 

through us as people of faith and leaders in Christ’s church in 

the days ahead. May God’s Blessings be with you! 
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Message from Regional Associate Pastor, 

Rev. Stephen Bentley 
 

Go, Make Disciples 

     I am excited to begin work on “new to me” ministries that 

continue to be a strong witness for Jesus through our Regional 

Church.  The Rev. Dr. Brenda Webster has done a wonderful 

job of leading our youth programs and she has brought me up-

to-date on all that is happening with Chi Rho, CYF, Junior 

Camp, as well as our ACA standards.  As she has passed her 

“mantle of leadership” on to me, I am looking forward to    

continuing the process of making our Regional Church youth 

programming the best it can be.  The leadership of these    

commissions has made progress in moving our program into 

the future.  I will continue to work with them as we move   

toward the future to which God is calling us. 

     Being a camper at Camp Christian is often the yearly high-

light of our young people as they learn the important role they 

play in building the “Kingdom of God” even if for only a week. 

Our hope and prayer is that they will take what they have 

learned and begin building that kingdom in their home environ-

ment.   Our young people are not the only ones who are 

touched by witnessing the Love of God at Camp Christian 

every year.  Many adults give of their time every year to spend 

with these young people and while it is a lot of work, the    

personal rewards keep them coming back year after year.  We 

have had many adults give two, three, or even as many as four 

weeks of their summer in support of our Summer Program.  

While many of them enjoy this, it can also be a burden.  If you 

have never been a counselor at camp but would like to “go and 

tell . . .” our young people of the Love of God through Jesus 

Christ, please contact me, Stephen Bentley, as our ministry 

teams begin the process of receiving counselors for the 2014 

Camping Season.  We will train you so have no fear as to what 

you will teach.  To let me know of your interest, email me at 

sbentley@ccinoh.org.  Be sure to include if you have a        

preferred age group or week you have available.  I look forward 

to sharing this vital ministry with as many as possible. 

Message from Regional Program Minister, 

Rev. Dr. Brenda Webster 
 

Grateful 
 

     It is fitting that this is the season of Thanksgiving, for my 

heart is filled with thanksgiving and praise!  To have served the 

Christian Church in Ohio as its Regional Program Minister for 

these past 6 years has been for me a time of joy, new learning, 

growth and the blessing of making new friends and acquaintan-

ces.  Joining the Camp Christian family has been the experience 

of a lifetime and a blessing beyond compare.  Grateful! 

     Many thanks to those on whom I have depended for      

support, guidance and encouragement, those who worked (and 

continue to work) tirelessly… day in, day out… year in, year 

out and who never became exhausted with my many questions, 

ideas and suggestions…. the Regional Church Staff. None of this 

would be possible however, were it not for our number 1 

leader, encourager and prayer partner… the Rev. Dr. Bill      

Edwards.  Grateful! 

     To those from whom I have learned so very much...       

children, youth, counselors, assistant directors, directors, staff 

and  supervisors…thank you for allowing me to lead and for 

giving me an opportunity (and the time) to navigate the huge 

learning curve necessary to continue the ageless, timeless    

legacy of Camp Christian.  Grateful! 

     Ultimately, I give thanks to God, for it was the unmistakable 

call of the Spirit of God which brought me to the Christian 

Church in Ohio and to Camp Christian in particular.  It is that 

same call which sends me forth to continue my work with   

children and youth… this is, and always will be, my passion. My 

favorite passage since being a part of Camp Christian is on one 

of the banners located in the gymnasium at camp.  It perfectly 

describes my “marching orders” going forth: 
 

“Take from the altars of the past, the fire…not the ashes.” 
 

     Profound thanks to all who have touched my life and who 

allowed me to touch theirs. I am, and will always be…..Grateful! 
 

    Brenda served the Christian Church in Ohio as Regional Program 
Minister from May 1, 2007 to December 15, 2013  

Now Accepting Applications 
     “Let the favor of the Lord our God be 

upon us, and prosper for us the work of our 

heads - O Prosper the work of our hands!” 

Psalm 90:17 

     Are you looking for a way for God 

to prosper the work of your hands? 

Have you recently graduated from High 

School and looking for a summer job 

with meaning? Camp Christian is now 

taking applications to be a Ministry As-

sociate for the summer of 2014. Camp Christian is truly a place 

where people encounter Jesus Christ in a real and significant 

manner. You can be part of that wonderful ministry in 2014. 

For more information and to request an application contact 

your Church pastor or the Regional Church Office at 614-433-

0343 or ccio@ccinoh.org. Deadline for applying is January 27th. 

Children Worship & Wonder Training Event 

Coming to a Church Near You! 
 

First Christian Church 

555 E Lexington Ave 

Danville, KY 40422 
 

January 16 and 18, 2014 

(Thurs. 5-9pm, Sat. 9am-5pm) 
 

Trainer: Petie McLean 
 

Register online:  

www.discipleshomemissions.org/shop/cww-2014-danville 
 

For more information or to register by mail or phone: 

Jessica Kramer, Ministry Associate  

Family & Children’s Ministries 

P.O. Box 1986 

Indianapolis, IN 46206-1986 

jkramer@dhm.disciples.org 

317-713-2641 

mailto:sbentley@ccinoh.org
mailto:ccio@ccinoh.org
http://www.discipleshomemissions.org/shop/cww-2014-danville
https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/dhm/dhm-ministries/family-and-childrens-ministries/
mailto:jkramer@dhm.disciples.org
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Regional Calendar                      Jan - May 2014 

January 2014 

1 New Year’s Day, RCO Closed 

7 RCO Staff Meeting 

9 Regional Elders Meeting @ RCO 10am 

11 Ohio Disciple Men’s Conference Call 

13 Interim Ministers Working Group Conf. Call @ 10am 

15 Webinar: Clergy Burnout @ 2:00pm 

15 Congregation Transformation Conf. Call @ 12pm 

*17-19  CYF Winter Retreat @ Camp Christian 

20 Martin Luther King Jr. Day, RCO Closed 

21  Commission on Ministry all teams meeting @ RCO 

22 Clergy Event on the 2015 General Assembly @  

 Northwest C.C. Columbus 9:30am 

*25 Continuing Ed. Course on Ecumenism (1 of 2) @ RCO 

*27 Ohio Ministries Convocation @  

 Broad Street Presbyterian Church, Columbus  

28 ODEC Meeting @ RCO 
 

February 

*1 Continuing Ed. Course on Ecumenism (2 of 2) @ RCO 

4 RCO Staff Meeting 

8 Anti-Racism Team Meeting 

8 Andra Moran Workshop @ FCC Middletown 2 – 5pm 

*11-13 Spiritual Life Retreat @ Camp Christian 
 

March 

4 Executive Committee Meeting @ RCO 

5 Ash Wednesday 

5 RCO Staff Meeting 

8 Anti-Racism Team Meeting 

11-12 DOC/UCC Partnership Training Class @ Camp 

18 Minister’s Retreat @ Camp Christian 

 Theme: Helping Ministers Flourish (Clergy Self Care) 

19 Congregational Transformation Team @ Camp 

22 Chi Rho & CYF Counselor Retreat @ Camp Christian 

25 New Ministers Orientation @ RCO 

26 Anti-Racism Training @ Camp Christian 

27 Ethical Boundaries Training @ Camp Christian 

29 Regional Church Council Meeting @ Camp Christian 

31 Interim Ministers Working Group @ Camp Christian 
 

April 

1 RCO Staff Meeting 

4-6 Leadership Training for all 2014 High School Seniors  

 @ Camp Christian 

12 Anti-Racism Team Meeting 

18 Good Friday, RCO Closed 

20 Easter Sunday 

25-27 Advance Ministries Spring Retreat @ Camp Christian 
 

May (partial) 

1 Early Bird Registration Deadline for all  

 Youth Summer Programs 

5 Retired Ministers Retreat @ Camp Christian 

12 Interim Ministers Working Group @ RCO 10am-2pm 

13 RCO Staff Meeting 

RCO = Regional Church Office 

* Online Registration is now available 

For the full Calendar- http://www.ccinoh.org/calendar/regional.aspx 

Deadline for entries into the May - Aug 2014 issue of 

The Buckeye Disciple 
Due in the Regional Church Office by        

April 1, 2014 

Submitting via email is preferred jstoddart@ccinoh.org  

CYF Winter Retreat at Camp Christian 

What About Me? 
How can I make my voice heard 

at home, at school, and  

especially at Church! 
 

January 17-19, 2014 
 

 

 

Live Band Saturday Night 

Elec Simon and Friends 
 

 

Special Presenter 

Rev. Jim Bane 

 
State Officers: 

 David French  Jocelyn Pryor 

 Melissa Schilling Gabriella Nusbaum 
 

Share in:  

Moving Worship Services ~ Fun Activities  

& Fellowship with Old and New Friends!!!! 

Laity Sunday, January 26th 
     Although Laity Sunday is often scheduled for the last week 

in January, in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), any day 

– every Sunday is a time for laity involvement. The Laity is  

heavily involved in many aspects of leading, teaching, serving, 

and outreach to community and world. Laity Sunday is an    

opportunity to highlight and appreciate the many roles fulfilled 

by laity. Week of the Laity resources are planned to give you 

flexibility and a variety of choices. You are encouraged to edit 

and enhance the suggestions to fit the particular needs of your 

congregation. 

     Celebrate the gifts of the laity during the Week of the Laity. 

Lift up those special gifts that lay people offer to your congrega-

tion’s ministry. Select from the numerous archives listed below. 

     Week of the Laity will be celebrated January 26, 2014.  Laity 

Sunday is a special time when the lay people of the church   

often pause to consider their varied gifts for ministry, inside 

and outside the walls of the church building.  More information 

can be found at www.discipleshomemissions.org. 

http://www.ccinoh.org/calendar/regional.aspx
mailto:jstoddart@ccinoh.org
http://www.discipleshomemissions.org
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Oreon E. Scott Lectures  
     Bethany College has announced Dr. 

Charisse L. Gillett will deliver the 59th 

annual Oreon E. Scott Lectures to be 

held April 28-29 at Bethany’s Mountain-

side Conference Center. 

     Gillett is the 17th president of Lexing-

ton Theological Seminary, with more 

than 20 years of successful administrative 

experience in higher education. Gillett 

has served at Transylvania University, 

Midway College, Robert Morris College 

and the University of Northern Iowa. She holds a doctorate in 

education from Northern Illinois University. 

     This year’s lecture series is titled “Sustaining Pastors in Min-

istry: Key Factors in Clergy Health and Wellness.” Registration 

begins at 8:30 a.m. April 28, and the first lecture, “Exploring 

Challenges to Clergy Wellness and Sustainability: Understand-

ing the Ministerial Context,” begins at 9 a.m. The Timothy 

Luncheon will follow at noon. The second half of Gillett’s    

lecture, “Developing Habits of Self-care and Family-care,” will 

begin at 1:30 p.m. 

     Dinner will be served at 5:30 p.m. at Bethany Memorial 

Church. Rev. Dr. Donald K. Gillett II, Charisse’s husband, will 

deliver that evening’s sermon, “Embracing Sabbath:  Reclaiming 

Spiritual Wholeness Isaiah 58:13-14,” at 7 p.m. A reception will 

be held after the service with Bethany College President Dr. 

Scott D. Miller at Christman Manor at Pendleton Heights. 

     April 29, Charisse will present her final lecture, “Cultivating 

Mentors and the Value of Clergy Peer Groups,” from 9 a.m. to 

noon. 

     A former moderator of the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ), Charisse has been a commissioned minister of the 

Christian Church in Kentucky since August 2010 and is associ-

ate minister at East Second Street Christian Church (Disciples 

of Christ), where her husband serves as senior pastor. She 

served as Vice President of Administration and Special Projects 

at the seminary prior to her appointment as president in 2011. 

She is also a former LTS trustee and officer of the Board of 

Trustees. 

     Charisse is deeply committed to the church and the work of 

the seminary in shaping students for ministry. An energetic and 

dedicated leader, she works closely with a team of trustees, 

faculty, staff, students and congregations to grow the seminary’s 

new program, which is designed to serve the needs of the 

church while continuing the seminary’s storied history of shap-

ing people for ministry. 

     The Oreon E. Scott Lectures are funded through the Oreon 

E. Scott Foundation, which was established to strengthen the 

Christian Church and support Disciples-related colleges and 

institutions. Since its founding in 1840 by Alexander Campbell, 

Bethany has been affiliated with the Christian Church (Disciples 

of Christ). Now in its 58th year, the first Scott Lectures were 

held on March 1, 1956, with Professor Arthur M. Schlesinger, 

Harvard University historian, as the lecturer. 

     To register or for more information on this year’s Oreon E. 

Scott Lectures, please contact the Office of Church Relations at 

304-829-7723 or by email at jpyle@bethanywv.edu.  

Ohio Spiritual Life  

Retreat for Ministers 
(Retired Ministers & Spouses are 

welcome to attend this event) 
 

February 11-13, 2014 

"Untangle with Zentangle:  

Connecting with God 

through a New Art Form" 

The Herald B. Monroe Lodge, 

Camp Christian 
 

     As we attend to ministry 

tasks and details of every kind, 

the Spiritual Life Committee 

invites all ministers to come to 

the Clergy Spiritual Life Re-

treat being planned for Febru-

ary 11-13 at Camp Christian. The seasons of Advent and 

Christmastide are past, we are in the Season of Epiphany, and 

Lent will begin on March 5th with Ash Wednesday. There's no 

better time to come away together as ministry colleagues to 

"Untangle with Zentangle: Connecting with God through a 

New Art Form."   

     The Zentangle® Method is an easy-to-learn, relaxing, and 

fun way to create beautiful images by drawing structured     

patterns that was created by Rick Roberts and Maria Thomas. 

With a 3-day retreat, we will have time to thoroughly explore 

the many benefits of Zentangle as an artistic meditation:      

increased relaxation, focus, and inspiration. Our Retreat Leader 

is Cris Letourneau, Certified Zentangle Teacher and author of 

"Made in the Shade: a Zentangle Workbook." No art training is 

needed. If you can draw a stick figure, you have all the talent 

necessary to make beautiful art with Zentangle. During the  

retreat, you will learn the philosophy and process of traditional 

Zentangle art and learn to use Zentangle in combination with 

mandalas to create Zendalas. You will learn dozens of patterns 

and create both individual and collaborative art. 

     The Regional Spiritual Life Committee invites ministers to 

join us for the annual Ministers' Spiritual Life Retreat as we  

explore this art form that can help us to draw closer again to 

the Holy One. Our thoughts can sometimes become jumbled 

and tangled, crowding out our experience of the Divine, and 

the Zentangle Method can be used as a way to quiet the mind 

for meditation and prayer. It can help us to stay focused on our 

spiritual lives, much as one stays prayerfully focused while  

walking a labyrinth. We hope you will join us on a deepening 

spiritual journey of faith as we listen for the still, small Voice 

that is always speaking to each one of us in unexpected ways. 

     The Retreat begins with registration on Tuesday at 1:00 and 

ends on Thursday at noon. The Registration fee is $150.     

Optional Monday night stay is $25, which includes Tuesday 

morning breakfast. Our Retreat Leader will have books avail-

able for sale, if you wish to purchase them. 
 

~ Deborah Bolen, Chair, Spiritual Life Committee 

dhbolen@gmail.com  
 

You can download the registration form or register online at 

www.ccinoh.org. 

mailto:dhbolen@gmail.com
http://www.ccinoh.org


Warmth in Winter 

(a Fringe ministry) 

     As we make our way through each week, Rev. Ellen      

Huffman and I (Rev. Seth Stout) spend a lot of time on High 

Street here in Columbus. Many people we see are cold. Visibly 

tangibly effected by the low temperatures. 

     These Children of God are the ones who are "living rough", 

which is another way of saying that they have no long term 

shelter. Even those who are able to get under a roof and out of 

the cold at night have nowhere to be from sunup to sundown. 

     Jesus told us to clothe the naked. We just want to help 

them stay a little warmer. 

     We are knitting scarves for these sisters and brothers. We 

pray as we stitch. But our busy hands are insufficient to the 

task. 

     Will you join us? Share your warmth by knitting or crochet-

ing a scarf and praying over it? If you would join us: please send 

your scarves and prayers to: 
 

Christian Church in Ohio 

Attn: Fringe Community 

355 East Campus View Blvd 

Suite 110 

Columbus, OH 43235 
 

     If you would like to participate but don't know how to knit 

or crochet: 

1. We can help you learn!  Feel free to contact us at 

fringecommunity@gmail.com 

2. We are always in need of yarn. always. 

3. We are hoping to teach others and give them 

tools to create warmth for themselves and others. 

to do that we not only need yarn, but knitting and 

crocheting needles. 

4. If you want to donate funds you can send them to 

the address above or through the Christian 

Church in Ohio's website. 

5. We can always use prayer. 
 

     Thank you for whatever help you can give. We are so  

grateful to you for supporting the Region, the New Church 

Committee, and the New Wineskins Campaign which allows us 

to seek God's children here in Columbus. 

Get The Buckeye  

Disciple via Email! 
If you would like to replace your copy 

with an emailed copy, please send an 

email ccio@ccinoh.org.  

Don’t forget to include your name and the address. 
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Stomping Out Hunger, One Mile At A Time 

     Most charity walks are highly organized affairs – a com-

memorative T-shirt, a goodie bag, food, bottled water, a DJ, 

corporate sponsors, raffle prizes, and hundreds of participants. 

But Tim Bennett chose a no-frills approach to raise money and 

awareness on the issue of hunger in his community. 

     Instead of 5K , he walked 400 miles over six months, 

“Stomping Out Hunger, One Mile at a Time.” Instead of      

hundreds of walkers, Tim did most of his miles alone. No T-

shirts, no goodie bags – just the reward of knowing your   

sponsor donations were going to the local food cupboard.  And 

if you joined him on one of his 4 mile “country laps,” you might 

get lucky and have your photo posted on his Stomping Out 

Hunger Facebook page. 

     Tim ended his journey with lap 100 on a brisk 20 degree 

Thanksgiving Day. With the help of his many supporters 

(including donations from friends in VA, GA, TX and CO), a 

total of $4,054 was raised along the way to donate to Mantua’s 

4-C’s, which has been providing food assistance to families in 

the Crestwood School District since 1981. 

     A life-long member and Elder at Mantua Center Christian 

Church, Tim’s heart for helping others is well-known. He is a 

veteran of several church-sponsored mission trips, helping  

rebuild homes in New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina, and in 

Tuscaloosa, Alabama after a tornado in 2011. 

     “It was an awesome experience,” says Tim about his efforts. 

“I am amazed at the generosity of our community and my 

friends who supported me. The 4-C’s does great work, and I 

hope this money will make a difference for those less fortunate, 

those who struggle with hunger – this walk was for them.” 

Job Opening 
     The First Christian Church in Massillon is currently looking 

for a Youth and Music Ministry Director.  This would be a paid 

position ranging in approximately 30 hours per week with a 

salary of $16,000 to $20,000 depending on experience.  For 

more information including qualification specifics and a job de-

scription, please contact Brenda Baker at bam890@sssnet.com 

or by contacting the church directly at (330) 833-8559.  

mailto:fringecommunity@gmail.com
mailto:ccio@ccinoh.org
mailto:bam890@sssnet.com


Is your congregation  

or district doing   

something amazing?  Tell us about 

it!!  ccio@ccinoh.org 
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Collecting Cereal 

   The First Christian Church of Ashland collected 150 boxes of 

cereal to be donated to the Food Bank of Associated Charities, 

Ashland. Pictured above (L-R) with the collection is Interim 

Minister Rev. Dr. Paul H. Durbin, Jean Hignett and Joan Hignett. 

World Communion Day Celebration 

     Mansfield Ohio’s First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

enjoyed World Communion Day with our special communion 

table.  Annie Bibler baked 9 different types of bread:  German 

Rye, Irish Soda, Chinese Almond, Indian Flatbread, French   

Baguette, Mid-East Challah, West Bank Pita and South Ameri-

can Tortilla to adorn our table.  The table was then decorated 

with the breads and various Challises, a World globe, and artifi-

cial grapes all laid out and designed by Frank Daniell.  Along 

with our beautiful sermon by our Intentional Interim Minister, 

Rev. Jane Stout, we had a beautiful and meaningful Communion 

Celebration. 

Men Cookin’ for Mission 
     The newly-formed Disciples Men's Group at First Christian 

Church in Cambridge recently enjoyed "Cookin' for Mission" 

with a Pancake Supper! This outreach dinner was a huge     

success with over 70 people attending from the community. So 

that nobody would be turned away from lack of funds, the men 

made this a free-will donation event, resulting in many people 

being fed at the church, in the community, and across the    

nation. Proceeds were evenly divided between Feed My People 

in Cambridge and Disciples Men Cookin' for Missions, which 

was then sent in equal amounts to four different missions. The 

food, fellowship, and ministry were priceless, and the men look 

forward to making this an annual event! 
Pictured: Harry Bolen, Jim Brothers, Chuck Loudermilk, Ken Johnson,  Bob Hopkins 

Dinner on Us 
     Several years ago the congregation of United Christian 

Church (Clayton) began a "FREE" community dinner.  Every 

Wednesday evening, at 6:00p.m., we open our doors to our 

community for a "FREE" home cooked meal. 

     We currently serve an average of 83 people each week.  

The members of each "Dinners on Us", team plan the menu, 

serve the meal and do all the clean-up.  We do not require 

those attending our dinners to attend a worship service or 

hymn sing. 

     Our team only asked to be of service to our community.  

We prayed to be the hands and feet of Jesus.  We have been 

blessed with this "Community Outreach Ministry" as well as the 

generosity, grace and compassion of our congregation.  We are 

prayerful that this ministry will continue indefinitely to serve 

those in need as Jesus was the example of a true servant leader. 

Prayer: it's not just for dinner anymore 
(a weekend prayer retreat and exploration of prayer forms) 
 

     January 24th to 26th - $50 per person for the weekend 

(scholarship available: fringecommunity@gmail.com) 
 

     God is present for us always, but we so often are unavail-

able to the Divine presence. This retreat is a time to dis-

cover, reawaken, or just recharge our times of intentional 

openness to God. 

     We will be practicing periods of silence broken up by 

singing, body prayer, praying in color, individual Lectio Divina, 

and guided meditations. 

     This is a time of retreat, reflection, and renewal led by the 

Fringe Community church planters, Rev. Ellen Huffman and 

Rev. Seth Stout. You are invited. 

mailto:ccio@ccinoh.org
mailto:fringecommunity@gmail.com


DisciplesNet Church available 24/7 
By Rev. Deb Phelps, pastor 

     One of the Disciples’ more unusual church plants,          

DisciplesNet Church, is three years old and no matter where 

you are, if you have a connection to the Internet you can drop 

in for a visit.  Directions to the church are not complicated.  All 

you need to do to attend is make a couple of computer clicks 

to reach the address: www.disciplesnet.org. It is “a church on 

the Internet highway with walls as wide as the world, doors 

that are always open, and always room at the table,” says Rev. 

Deb Phelps, founding pastor. 

     This web-based church creates a new worship video each 

week, about 30 minutes long. It includes singing, prayer,     

scripture, a short message, and communion. Indiana Regional 

Minister Rev. Rick Spleth delivered the message for the third 

anniversary special Nov. 14. 

     The church adds to the video library each week with song, 

scripture, personal stories, teaching, and seasonal               

specials. These are free for any person or church group to use.  

     “Offering the videos is a bit like our food pantry,” says 

Phelps. “We see where the need is in the community around us

--people traveling the internet--and what we have to give. This 

is just a small part of our offering to the world.”  

     So far, DisciplesNet has connected with people in over 160 

countries, with people in more than 30 countries connecting 

with them on a typical week. 

     But DisciplesNet Church is not just about videos. It has a 

growing community, including an active Facebook page.  “We 

like to involve those who connect with us in circles, chats, 

Skypes, and e-mails, where we pray with each other, offer sup-

port, and share ideas for the ministry.  This includes people all 

over the world, including in countries that don’t have so many 

Christians,” Phelps adds. 

     Phelps explains, “We are NOT here to replace physical 

churches. Nothing on the Internet can compare with physical 

church attendance, the sharing of hugs, joys, sorrows, work and 

worship together.  Yet, it is important to realize that not every-

one has that option.”  Phelps says that DisciplesNet came into 

being after she and some team members sensed God’s call to 

be there for persons not able to attend a physical church,   

either for a single occasion, or all time. 

     And since DisciplesNet does have its resources available, 

they hope to add a little extra spiritual boost to anyone who 

comes their way, perhaps in the middle of the night when they 

can’t sleep and churches aren’t open. Sometimes the pastor and 

church staff need their own time just to participate in worship 

and be fed, and we are there for them, too. Some house 

churches have also discovered DisciplesNet and meet together 

for prayer or Bible study, then watch worship together.  

James Tabor Lecture 
     Disciples History and Disciples Divinity House at Vanderbilt 

will host a lecture by James Tabor on Monday, March 17, 2014, 

10:00am, at the Vanderbilt Divinity School.  (Forrest Reed   

Lecture Series) 

     Dr. James Tabor is Chair of the Department of Religious 

Studies at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte where 

he is professor of Christian origins and ancient Judaism. He has 

his B.A. in Greek from Abilene Christian University (1966), his 

M.A. in Religion from Pepperdine University (1971), and an 

M.A. and Ph.D. in the History of Ancient Mediterranean Relig-

ions in the Humanities Division of the University of Chicago 

(1974, 1981). Tabor has combined his work on ancient texts 

with extensive field work in archaeology in Israel and Jordan, 

including work at Qumran, Sepphoris, Masada, and Wadi el-

Yabis in Jordan. Over the past decade he has teamed up with 

with Shimon Gibson to excavate the “John the Baptist” cave at 

Suba, the “Tomb of the Shroud” discovered in 2000, and     

ongoing work at Mt Zion. Most recently, Tabor, along with 

Rami Arav,  have been involved in the re-exploration of two 

tombs in East Talpiot; the controversial “Jesus tomb” and a 

related tomb less than 200 feet away that has ossuary inscrip-

tions Tabor and Arav interpret as Judaeo-Christian.  Among his 

publications are Things Unutterable (1985); A Noble 

Death (1992); Why Waco: Cults and the Battle for Religious 

Freedom in America(1995); Restoring Abrahamic Faith (2008); 

and the New York Times bestselling The Jesus Dynasty: A New 

Historical Investigation of Jesus, His Royal Family, and the Birth 

of Christianity (2006). 

     In 2012 Tabor published two books: the first, co-authored 

with Simcha Jacobovici, The Jesus Discovery: The New Ar-

chaeological Find that Reveals the Birth of Christianity(Simon & 

Schuster) that offers a comprehensive overview of both of the 

Talpiot (“Jesus family”) tombs in Jerusalem with all the evidence 

brought together; and Paul and Jesus: How the Apostle Trans-

formed Christianity (Simon & Schuster). 
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Theme: Building an Inclusive Movement to 

Resist Human Trafficking 
 

January 27, 2014 

Broad Street Presbyterian Church 

760 E Broad St., Columbus, Ohio 

614-221-6552 

 

For more information, including how to register, go to http://

www.ohcouncilchs.org 

http://www.disciplesnet.org/
https://www.facebook.com/DisciplesNet
http://religiousstudies.uncc.edu/
http://religiousstudies.uncc.edu/
http://genesis2000.org/
http://jesusdynasty.com/
http://jesusdynasty.com/
http://jesusdynasty.com/
http://jesusdiscoverybook.com/
http://jesusdiscoverybook.com/
http://paulandjesus.com/
http://paulandjesus.com/
http://www.ohcouncilchs.org/
http://www.ohcouncilchs.org/


Disciples of Christ Historical Society 
    At Disciples of Christ Historical Society we collect the    

stories, preserve the stories, provide access to the stories, and 

help tell the stories.  And there are thousands, perhaps millions, 

of them protected within the stone walls of the Society’s    

Thomas W. Phillips Memorial Archives that are just waiting for 

someone to bring them into the light. 

    Why are our stories important? Because they help us under-

stand our identity as Disciples of Christ, and they show the way 

we have come. In our history we see God at work through his 

people, calling us, supporting us, sustaining us, and challenging 

us. The stories that we keep demonstrate the response of the 

body of Christ to that call and challenge. And, of course, they 

help to light the way to the future. 

    Disciples of Christ Historical Society is (1) the primary    

repository of Stone-Campbell history; (2) a community of   

historians, both from academic and local church settings; (3) an 

advocate for dialogue within the three branches of the Stone-

Campbell community; (4) an interpreter of the history, for both 

secular and religious scholars; and (5) a conduit for transmitting 

the best elements of the Stone-Campbell ethos and theology 

into the 21st century. 

    Since 1941 the Archives and Library of Disciples of Christ 

Historical Society has served its mission of preserving and  

making available to researchers the many documents, books, 

periodicals, and audio/visual materials housed in the Thomas 

W. Phillips Memorial Archives in Nashville, Tennessee. The 

Society has the largest collection of Stone-Campbell material in 

the world. Included are more than 37,000 books and          

pamphlets; 12,000 linear feet of archives records and personal 

papers; records for 22,000 congregations; 35,000 biographical 

files; and 5,000 audio/visual items. Contained within these mate-

rials are at least 300,000 photographs. The Thomas W. Phillips 

Memorial Archives is a free-standing academic gothic structure 

built in 1958 to house the Society. 

    These materials in all their various formats tell the stories of 

congregations, events, preachers, and missionaries. They tell 

the stories of all the varieties of faith and doctrinal beliefs that 

have been embraced by the Disciples of Christ through the 

generations. And they tell the stories of controversies, many of 

which have made us stronger and increased our unity. They tell 

the   stories of initiatives for social justice, evangelization, edu-

cation, benevolence, and living the gospel of Christ. Through 

the stories our ancestors in the faith inspire and encourage us. 

    The Historical Society has many programs to share these 

stories: not only through the research in our archives but also 

through our new magazine Disciples History, our lecture series, 

exhibits (both in-house and online), the Stalcup Seminar for 

Congregational Historians, and our extensive website 

(www.discipleshistory.org).  The website features online exhib-

its, showcasing our collections in themes to help interpret our 

history; digital collections of photographs, pamphlets, letters, 

diaries, and other historic documents; and study guides       

arranged by topic to provide an avenue into our vast collection 

through a particular subject of interest. 

     We hope you will become involved in the ongoing ministry 

of preserving and telling our story.  For more information con-

tact mail@discipleshistory.org or call us at 1-866-834-7563. 

Apply now to become an  

NBA XPLOR Resident! 

 Young Adults (ages 21 - 30) 
  

Four cornerstones of the Project  

1. Hands-on Service/Justice Work - Working in and among 

neighborhoods to empower local mission efforts while raising the 

awareness to systems of injustice. 

2. Simple Living in Community - Learning & practicing faithful, 

intentionally simple & culturally competent communal living. 

3. Spiritual Discernment on Vocation - Striving through spiritual 

disciplines to discern the purpose for which one's soul is made. 

4. Disciples Leadership Development - Living out one's Disciples 

identity and unleashing one's leadership capacity.  
   

     Applications are now being received for the 2014-2015 

NBA XPLOR program. Applications due February 15.   

Applications and more information can be downloaded at 

http://www.nbacares.org/xplor.  Any questions, please contact 

xplor@nbacares.org.  
 

NBA Mission Statement 

     Following God's call, the National Benevolent Association 

exists to inspire and connect the people and ministries of the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), to accompany one   

another in the creation of communities of compassion and care 

and to advocate for the well-being of humanity. 

www.nbacares.org 

Letter from Amy Gopp  
     Life never ceases to amaze, delight, 

challenge, and surprise me. After eight 

unforgettable and fulfilling years with 

Week of Compassion, I will be moving 

on to a new position with Church World 

Service (CWS). As of January 2014, I will 

begin to live into my new call as the  

Director of Member Relations and    

Pastoral Care for CWS Global. I look 

forward to the next few months of transition as a search   

process is put in place and I take my leave.   

     It has been the greatest honor of my ministry and life thus 

far to have served as the first Associate and then Executive 

Director of our beloved Week of Compassion. I could not feel 

prouder of the work we all do, together, to serve God’s     

children in need. My earnest hope is that this denomination 

that I love with all my heart will continue to prioritize the poor, 

the marginalized, the oppressed, and the otherwise forgotten. It 

is my true joy to have served alongside you in this way and to 

continue to serve Christ alongside you ecumenically, but as 

“one of us” within CWS and the wider ecumenical community.  

     I wish and pray all good gifts for each and every one of 

you.  Thank you for your collegiality, collaboration, and friend-

ship.  How blessed I am to be a part of this church family.  
 

Your partner in the Gospel, 

Always, 

Rev. Amy C. Gopp 

Executive Director 

Week of Compassion  
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