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Christian Church in Ohio 
 D I S C I P L E S   O F   C H R I S T 

 

A covenant network of congregations in mission 

 

 

 

 

New Wineskins Campaign 

     Wouldn’t you like to be part of the team that brings a new 

follower to Jesus?  You can partner with your church to make 

new disciples thru the New Wineskins Campaign to start 5 

new churches around Ohio.  We are inviting each church in 

Ohio to annually collect a special offering for starting new 

churches for the next 3 years.  Materials are available on our 

website at www.ccinoh.org to help you tell the story of how 

new churches are bring in new people into our church family.  

There are litanies, sermon suggestions, short videos, a power 

point presentation, and the contact information for some of 

our New Church Planters you may invite to come tell the story 

of how they are going with Jesus among new people.  

     The name for this campaign comes from Mark 2:22 where 

Jesus talks about holding new wine in new wineskins.  Your 

church will stretch and grow like “new wineskins” through  

participation with new churches among us.  They will share 

excitement, enthusiasm, and ideas about reaching new people 

in the name of Jesus with your church.  If we are to do the best 

we can for Jesus, we need your church and new churches busy 

making disciples.  

     If each church pledges to set a goal and collect an annual 

offering for the next 3 years, together we will raise $85,000 

annually to start 5 new churches in Toledo, Cincinnati,     

Cleveland, Columbus, and Westerville.  Ask your pastor when 

your church is collecting the New Wineskins Campaign 

offering for 2013. 

Junior Camp - For Children in Grades 3, 4, or 5  

 

Chi Rho Camps - For Youth in Grades 6, 7, or 8  

All Chi Rho Camps are at Camp Christian 

 

 

CYF Conferences - For Youth in Grades 9, 10 ,11, or 12  

All CYF Conferences are at Camp Christian  

(CYF = Christian Youth Fellowship) 

 

Other Camps & Conferences 

 For all Summer Camp and Conference forms and  

information, go to: http://www.ccinoh.com/camp-

christian/summer-programs.aspx  
   

ACA Accredited 

Camp Christian is accredited by the 

American Camp Association.  We are 

in compliance with individual health, 

safety and program quality standards.  

The criteria includes standards for 

living areas, food service, emergency 

preparation, program practices, 

health care, personnel, transportation and administrative procedures.  This 

accreditation assures parents and campers that our camp practices have 

met national standards.  For more information about the American Camp 

Association, go to www.acacamps.org. 

  

Summer Camps and 

Conferences 2013 

Otter Camp 

Camp Christian 

June 16 - 22  

 

Hocking 

June 9 - 15  

Portahoga 

July 7 - 13 

Maumee 

July 14 - 20 

Miami 

August 4 - 10 

Hiram 

June 23 - 29 

Phyo 

June 30 - 6 

Lakeside 

July 21 - 27 

Wilmington 

July 28 -  

August 3 

Grandparents Camp 

For Children Grades 1-2   

& a Grandparent 

Camp Christian: May 31-June 1 

 

Adult Conference 

For all Adults 

Northwest Christian Church 

June 17 - 21 

 

Advance Ministries 

Summer Conference 

For Ages 19 - 29 

Camp Christian  

August 11 - 18  

Adventure Camp 

For Youth & 

Adults of all ages 

Camping at Camp Starview  

June 28 - 30   

http://www.ccinoh.org
http://www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian/summer-programs.aspx
http://www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian/summer-programs.aspx
http://www.acacamps.org


Spiritual Insights 

Rev. Dr. William H. Edwards 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 

them to obey everything that I have com-

manded you.  And remember, I am with you 

always, to the end of the age.”  

Matt. 28:19-20 - "The Great Commission" 
 

     From the day of resurrection, the command has been, “Go 

and tell”. The 1st century church went everywhere and told 

everyone the good news of Jesus Christ. The church spread 

like wildfire across the Roman Empire because each new disci-

ple claimed the identity of “evangel”, the bringer of good news. 

Despite the threat of persecution, Christians were so excited 

about their faith they couldn’t wait to tell others. And they 

continually started new communities of faith, which reached 

new people.  

     The command to go and tell is as urgent an imperative for 

the 21st century church as it was for the 1st century church, 

because there is a deep spiritual hunger in the world. People 

are looking for spiritual answers.  There are people who are 

desperate for what we have, “the love of God as experienced 

in the church of Jesus Christ”. Whether we believe it or not, 

the world is far more ready to receive the Good News, than 

most believers are ready to share it.   

     So, like the early Christians, we must be intentional about 

reaching out and inviting persons. Starting new congregations is 

the most effective evangelism strategy in reaching people who 

need the good news of Jesus. We are in the midst of a great 

mission field. The church in the 21st century must be a mission-

ary church. What do effective missionaries do? They go to 

where the people are. They start new congregations! 

     As a regional church, we are launching a special evangelism 

campaign entitled “New Wineskins”. This special effort will 

extend the evangelism ministry of the congregations of the 

Christian Church in Ohio by launching new congregations in 

areas where there is a need to reach new people for Christ.  

 

The Disciples New Church Ministry reports,  

“Churches that engage in starting new congregations will   

actually find their life strengthened. Engaging in mission is a 

key to stopping decline and starting to grow. The first benefit 

that comes is a transformation from “survival mentality” to 

“mission mentality”. This transformation comes as God‟s Spirit 

enables the members of existing church to see the vision and 

take action.”  

     As we collectively join in this mission, there will be fresh 

pouring of “new wine, new life” into the ministry of each of our 

established congregations.  

     Today, Jesus commissions each one of us as his followers to 

Go and make disciples. That is what evangelism is all about. To 

move out of our church buildings, our worship services, our 

Bible studies, and our small groups and make it a priority to 

reach out to “un-churched” people on their turf so that the 

love of Christ can influence their lives. We are called to Go!   
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Message from Regional Associate Pastor, 

Rev. Dr. LaTaunya Bynum 
     What a joy it is to be a witness to new congregations being 

dreamed of and established.  

     I grew up in a congregation whose origins date back to the 

early 20th century.  In the early 1960’s it merged with another 

congregation. Together they learned to form a new congrega-

tion that learned to form one ministry and one congregation 

where there had been two. 

     Later I was a member of a congregation that was newly 

formed; its members were steeped in the traditions that had 

nurtured them. It was a new congregation with a traditional 

mindset for church and worship. 

     I have served two congregations, one as an interim, the 

other as a settled pastor that understood that each had long 

history and long memories of how church used to be. They are 

and were filled with wonderful, faithful people of God. I love all 

of the traditions; the hymns, pipe organs, robed choirs and 

robed clergy of traditional congregations.  But there are other 

ways of being church. 

     Now I belong to a new church start that is hardly tradi-

tional. It is filled with the rhythms of a jazz combo, a soloist/

psalmist, spoken word – free flowing poetry, laughter and heal-

ing hope. Its pastor is a 30-something who is a preacher-poet.  

She understands and practices hospitality and generosity by 

offering others a chance to preach and lead worship. So we 

have heard new church pastors, our two recent seminary 

graduates, and our two seminarians preach and share their 

many gifts. It offers a new way to do church. 

     New congregations will help to transform the church as 

they teach and show us new ways to be and do church, reach-

ing new people and changing the lives of God’s people. 
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Message from Regional Associate Pastor, 

Rev. Stephen Bentley 
     As many of you know, summer is a busy time for your   

Regional Church ministries.  Many of our camps are age based 

and do a great job of offering spiritual experiences for each age 

group.  Several years ago, we started a camp to help folk con-

nect with God through experiencing the wonders of Nature.  

Over the years we have: gone backpacking in Virginia along the 

Appalachian Trail, canoed down the Au Sable River in Michigan, 

biked the many trails through Xenia, Oh, photographed the 

sights around central Ohio, hiked trails in the Great Smoky 

National Park, and canoed down several rivers from Loudon-

ville to Zanesville, OH.  All of these camps were weeklong 

camps and not everyone is able to take off for a whole week.  

So this year we are changing the format to allow even more 

people to participate. 

     Adventure Camp 2013 will be a weekend Camping trip.  

June 28-30 will be Disciples Weekend at “Camp Starview”  

located at the Slate Run Metro Park just south of Columbus, 

OH.  This is a group campground that will be exclusive to us 

that weekend.  It is open to all ages and those under 16 must 

be accompanied by an adult. Camping, hiking, visiting a working 

farm, music fest (bring your favorite instrument), scavenger 

hunt, worship services, and camp fires are just some of the 

many events for the weekend.  Close by is a water park if you 

want to cool off.  The fee for this is $8.00. We will also offer 

opportunities to connect with God through fellowship, service 

to each other, and outdoor worship services.  As this is a 

primitive area, RV’s are not allowed.  There is limited space for 

pop-up campers but no generators allowed.  If you would like 

to camp but have no equipment, we have limited availability for 

tents and other gear.  Registration covers the cost of the camp-

ground and food as well as firewood and program supplies.  

You may bring your own snacks but as wilderness critters can 

smell food through a tent, snacks and other food items should 

be kept in the car. 

     So come join us for a weekend of sharing, fun, fellowship, 

and exercise our spiritual muscles in the great outdoors at  

Adventure Camp 2013.  Contact me for further information or 

questions.  sbentley@ccinoh.org . 

Message from Regional 

Program Minister, 

Rev. Dr. Brenda Webster 
 

Camp Is….. 

     …a wonder, a lifesaver,” 

heaven on earth”, a place where 

(whoever you are), you are 

loved and a place where camp-

ers come to realize it’s “„Slove 

That Makes the World Go Round”. 

…a place where all are welcome… parents, grandparents,   

middle schoolers, high schoolers, young adults and even a new 

breed of otters… those having two legs instead of the usual 

four and who love camp so much that they bring all their otter 

friends! 

     Camp is a place where all who dare enter MUST (talent 

notwithstanding …)  “Sing Til the Glory of the Lord Comes 

Down”… and if that Glory takes the form of precipitation it is 

not unusual to hear campers,  “Singing in the Rain”  and uttering  

strange sounds like, “chee chee-cha cha- chee chee -cha cha-chee 

chee- cha cha” !  Just sayin…. 

     Yes… Camp is a place where vocal chords get a great work 

out… not to the exclusion of other parts of the anatomy, how-

ever.  “Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes” are not neglected. 

From Quest classes to workshops, counselors field “Tell Me 

Why” questions from curious campers. From  the Vesper Spot 

to the winding nature trails to the ever so popular Hoedown, 

camp is a holistic experience unlike any other. Though camp 

activities are fun no matter the age, the deep and profound 

desire of each attendee can be summed up in this individual 

appeal to the Almighty… “Lord, I Want to Be a Christian in My 

Heart”.  We know that the Christian principles   we learn and 

practice at camp will groom us to carry on Jesus’ work in the 

world.   

     Just ask the Chi Rhoers at First Christian Church/ 

Wadsworth. Realizing the importance of our camping program 

and the lives that are changed because of camp, the Chi Rhoers 

held a fund raiser and called it the “Chi Rho Car Hop”.  They 

dressed up in clothes of the 1950s, played 50s music and served 

food to church members and the community in their cars all 

over the church parking lot and lawn. They decided to donate 

half their proceeds, $250, to camp operations. We are so 

grateful to Megan Kolesar, Director of Youth Ministries, Rev. 

Jim Singleton, Senior Pastor, the congregation and community  

of Wadsworth for inspiring these young benefactors in such a 

profound way. 

     What is Camp? Camp is the beloved community, a sanctuary 

blessed by a Holy God from generation to generation… and  it 

will continue to be. 

Get The Buckeye  

Disciple via Email! 
If you would like to replace your copy 

with an emailed copy, please send an 

email ccio@ccinoh.org.  

Don’t forget to include your name and the address. 

Memorial Day Weekend  

May 24th - 26th 

Disciples Fellowship Retreat 
    The Rev. Allen Harris will be our 

featured keynote speaker. Allen is the 

Senior Minister at Franklin Circle 

Christian Church in Cleveland.  Come 

and enjoy listening to Allen and meet-

ing old and new friends for a great 

weekend at Camp Christian. Our   

retreat is open to young and old of all 

ages, singles, couples and families.  

Registration starts at 8:30 on Friday night.  

     Information will be available on the CCIO website, or    

contact Bev Sajna at sajhome81@yahoo.com or 440-590-2488.  

mailto:sbentley@ccinoh.org
mailto:ccio@ccinoh.org
mailto:sajhome81@yahoo.com
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Regional Calendar                     Apr - Jun 2013 
 

April 

4 Membership Development Team Conference Call 

*5-7 Advance Ministries Spring Retreat @ Camp Christian 

6 Ohio Disciple Men’s Commission @ RCO 10am-2pm 

8 Finance Team Conference Call @ 3:00pm 

11 Congregational Transformation @ Camp 10am – 3pm  

12-13 Youth Council Meeting @ Camp Christian 

*13 Ohio Women’s Ministries Convocation @ Gender 

 Road C.C., Canal Winchester 8:00am – 3:30pm 

16 RCO Staff Meeting 

*16 New Ministers Orientation @ RCO 12pm – 4pm 

16 Webinar – “Effective Campaigns” @ 7:00pm 

*17 Anti Racism Training @ Camp Christian 9am – 5pm 

17 Commission on Ministry Team 1 Call @ 12:30pm 

*18 Ethical Boundaries Training @ Camp 9am – 5pm 

19 New Church Team Meeting @ RCO 10am – 1pm 

20 Regional Church Council Meeting @ Camp 9am-4pm 

*22 Workshop for Ministers@ Camp Christian 9am – 4pm 

23 ODEC Meeting @ RCO 10:00am – 1:00pm  

24 ODO Meeting @ RCO 10:00am – 3:00pm 

25  Commission on Ministry Team 1 & 3 @ Northwest CC,  

 Columbus 9:30am 

27 Counselor Training (2 of 2) @ Camp 9:30am – 3:30pm 

30 Regional Elders Meeting @ RCO 10:00am – 3:00pm 

30 Webinar – “Role of Elders” @ 7:00pm 
 

May 

*1 Early Bird Deadline for Camps & Conferences 

6 Interim Ministers Working Group @ RCO 10am-2pm 

13-14 Pastors Retreat @ Camp Christian 

17-18 Ohio Disciple Men’s Spring Work Weekend @ Camp 

18  Commission on Ministry Team 2 meeting @  

 Central C.C., Kettering 9:00am – 3:00pm 

20 Personnel Committee Meeting @ RCO 10am – 2pm 

21 Adult Conference Team @ Northwest C.C.,10:30am 

21 Webinar – “Pruning Missions” @ 7:00pm 

22 ODO Conference Call @ 10:00am 

24-26 Disciples Fellowship Retreat @ Camp Christian 

27 Memorial Day, RCO Closed 

29 RCO Staff Meeting 

30 Commission on Ministry Team 1 @ RCO 8:30am-3pm 

*31-1 Grandparents Camp @ Camp Christian 
 

June 

1 Deadline for the Jul - Sept Buckeye Disciple 

*1 Youth Scholarship Golf Outing @ Scioto Reserve 

4 Executive Committee Meeting @ RCO 10:00am 

6 Regional Elders Meeting @ RCO 10:00am – 3:00pm 

7 New Church Team Meeting @ RCO 10am – 1pm 

*9-15 Hocking Chi Rho Camp @ Camp Christian 

*16-22 Otter Junior Camp @ Camp Christian 

17-21 Adult Conference @ Northwest Christian Church 

18 RCO Staff Meeting @ Camp Christian 

*23-29 Hiram CYF Conference @ Camp Christian 

*28-30 Adventure Camp @ Slate Run Park, Canal Winchester 

*30-6 Phyo CYF Conference @ Camp Christian 

 

RCO = Regional Church Office 

* Online Registration is now available 

For the full Calendar- http://www.ccinoh.org/calendar/regional.aspx 

Gentle Worship 
     Gender Road Christian Church is offering a unique worship 

expression called Gentle Worship. Gentle Worship is designed 

to meet the worship needs of individuals with a disability that 

often prevents them from attending traditional worship ser-

vices. Some people may have autism, developmental disabilities, 

Alzheimer’s or Parkinson’s disease. Some people may have vis-

ual or hearing impairments or may have recently undergone 

medical treatments that have left them with limited mobility by 

using a wheelchair or walker. There are countless reasons that 

many people find it difficult to manage attending a traditional 

worship service. 

     Gentle Worship services are being held the fourth Sunday 

each month at 1:00pm. The service is 30 minutes in length and 

is in simplified form. There are prayers, a short message,    

communion, quiet music and songs. Attendees are welcome to 

move about as necessary for their individual comfort, and most 

importantly, “no shushing” allowed. The sanctuary and rest-

rooms are ADA accessible. 

     The next Gentle Worship service will be held April 26, 

2013 in the sanctuary of Gender Road Christian Church, 5336 

Gender Road in Canal Winchester. 

     Please pray for this ministry and help us spread the word 

about this unique worship opportunity. We hope that the  

Gentle Worship service will provide families an opportunity to 

worship together. For more information, go to the website 

www.genderroadcc.com or call Molly King, Director of Chris-

tian Education and Special Needs Ministries, at 614-834-5973.  

We are One in the Spirit… and the word 
Jennie Stoddart, Christian Church in Ohio Office Administrator 

     By far my favorite hymn/camp song is “We are One in the 

Spirit”.  The opening line proclaims “We are One in the Spirit, 

We are One in the Lord.”  This is so true, and to me so evi-

dent in the pages of each issue of The Buckeye Disciple.  The 

articles convey joy, sadness, accomplishment, deep need, genu-

ine reflection, and much more from our brothers and sisters 

throughout the church.  It is so important that we all realize 

how connected we all are, how much of a family we really are, 

and how we all contribute to the active faith community.  

     The Buckeye Disciple touches the lives of thousands upon 

thousands of people every issue.  You are one of those peo-

ple!!  I hope and pray that the wonderful ministry of this news-

letter will continue for years to come, and I need your help to 

insure this happens.  As you know, we do not charge a sub-

scription fee for The Buckeye Disciple, so we are dependent on 

the generosity of those who see its value.  The printing, mailing, 

online posting, and labor all cost money.  I am asking you to 

prayerfully consider making a special contribution to help with 

this essential ministry.  Gifts of all sizes make a difference, espe-

cially in this difficult economic time.  If you are receiving this in 

the mail, there is a donation envelope included in this mail-

ing.  You can also go to https://www.ccinoh.org/

donate_online.aspx and give an online donation (be sure to 

designate to The Buckeye Disciple). 

     Thank you for reading!! I am so grateful for, and blessed 

to be One in the Spirit with, each and every one of you. 

http://www.ccinoh.org/calendar/regional.aspx
http://www.genderroadcc.com
https://www.ccinoh.org/donate_online.aspx
https://www.ccinoh.org/donate_online.aspx
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Deadline for entries into the Jul - Sept 2013 issue of 

The Buckeye Disciple 

Due in the Regional Church Office by        

June 1, 2013 

Submitting via email is preferred jstoddart@ccinoh.org  

Adult Conference 

June 17 – 21, 2013 

Living in the Spirit, - Blessed by Grace 

 

     Soon it will be Summer and that means it’s time to make 

your plans to attend the 2013 Adult Conference, the Disciples 

of Christ Church Camp for Adults!  The Planning team is    

excited to announce the Vesper Speaker will be Rev. Dr. Jack 

Sullivan, Regional Minister and President of the Pennsylvania 

Region of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the 

United States and Canada and the Bible Lecturer will be Dr. 

Margaret Nutting Ralph, Director of the Master of Arts in   

Pastoral Studies degree program for Catholics at Lexington 

Theological Seminary.  A variety of classes addressing the 

theme of the Conference will be led by Bob Freisthler, Jim 

Schimmel, David Belcastro, Wanda Werking, Tom & Wanda 

Johnson, and Kerry Reed.   

     The Registration fee for this excellent week of study,    

worship, and fellowship, is only $175 (not including lodging).  

We also have part-time registration for any number of days. 

     Brochures and Registration Forms have been sent to Ohio 

churches. If they are not available, you may call or email the 

Adult Conference Secretary, Sally Lott for these forms.       

Information about full and part-time registration is also available 

from Bob Thompson. Many churches consider the experience 

so valuable that they pay part of the registration for their mem-

bers. Where there is need, scholarships for the registration fee 

are also available through Adult Conference and are handled 

confidentially. To request scholarship help for a parishioner, 

ministers should write a letter of request with the person’s 

name, and mail it to:  

Bob Thompson, Adult Conference Financial Liaison 

746 Yorkshire Drive 

Lima, OH 45804-3377 

 

Have Questions?  Ask Your 2013 Adult Conference Officers: 
 

Harry Bolen, President  

330-715-6998  

revbolen@gmail.com  
 

Bonnie Shook, Vice President  

419-229-6801  

shookbonnie7@gmail.com 
 

Sally Lott, Secretary  

330-577-1553  

rlott4@neo.rr.com 
 

Bob Thompson, Financial Liaison  

419-221-0509  

rlt@roadrunner.com  

Disciple Men’s Work Day & Fellowship 
 

ALMOST HEAVEN…. (No, I’m not talking about that state to 

our southeast, from the John Denver song.)   

…CAMP CHRISTIAN - May 17 & 18 – Work Day & Fellowship 

 

If you had a parent or grandparent who attended, come join us. 

 

If you attended yourself as a camper, conferee, counselor, AD 

or Men’s weekend event, come join us. 

 

If you have a son/daughter or grandson/granddaughter who 

attended Partnership, Chi Rho or CYF Conference, come join 

us. 

 

If your church has sent kids to Camp, or done fundraising for 

Camp Christian, come join us. 

 

If you know anyone who has ever been to Camp Christian, 

come join us. 

 

     Our devoted, Camp Superintendant has identified a wide 

range of opportunities for men of all ages and abilities, from 

highly skilled, to novice. 

     What a better way to spend a Spring weekend than to 

gather with other Christian friends at the best place this side of 

Heaven. 

     Come dressed to work outdoors in this wonderful setting, 

bring whatever tools you wish, Al will have a few if you forget. 

1. Prepare & re-paint bathrooms in all three girls clusters (A, 

B & C) to receive new coat of paint 

2. Fell dead ASH trees about camp, cut to firewood length, 

Use gas powered log splitter to split firewood 

3. Uninstall and remove old hot water heaters (2) from girl’s 

cluster A 

4. Use gas powered stump grinder to grind away stumps that 

will interfere with mowing operations 

5. Trim tree limbs that will interfere with mowing operations 

6. Remove debris and ready Vespers for use 

7. Remove old unusable items from Lodge attic and discard/

recycle 

8. Clean and inventory Craft cabin 

9. Cull unusable metal folding chairs from gym inventory and 

recycle 

10. Inspect and repair as necessary all camp benches, green 

chairs, and bridges 

11. Lubricate all garage door rollers and tracks 

 

     And if you don’t find a task on Al’s list that you wish to 

tackle, just ask, and there are countless other opportunities 

awaiting our loving attention. 

     Come for a Day of Hard Work and Good Fellowship.    

Enjoy a Free Lunch and Supper on Saturday.  Come Friday 

Night and enjoy playing cards and sharing.  There is a minimal 

cost for the overnight stay Friday Night.  Registration is     

available at www.ccinoh.org. 

mailto:jstoddart@ccinoh.org
mailto:revbolen@gmail.com
mailto:shookbonnie7@gmail.com
mailto:rlott4@neo.rr.com
mailto:rlt@roadrunner.com
http://www.ccinoh.org


 

Is your congregation or district doing  

something amazing?  Tell us about it!!  

ccio@ccinoh.org 
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Pictured above: Pastor Joel (seated) with wife Emily at his side, are connected 

with the members of Harmony Springs Christian Church and Regional Pastor and 

President Rev. Dr. William Edwards through the Laying on of Hands.  

Harmony Springs Installs Pastor 
     On Sunday, March 3, 2013, Harmony Springs Christian 

Church took another important step on its faith journey by 

installing their new Senior Pastor, the Reverend Joel Engman. 

Rev. Dr. William Edwards was on hand to lead the service of 

Installation during the morning worship. Dr. Edwards also 

brought the morning message, preaching on the Urgency of 

Ministry and reminding the congregation that they, along with 

Pastor Joel, must have Conviction, Compassion and Commit-

ment to grow the ministry of Harmony Springs Christian 

Church in Green, Ohio. After the message, the Reverends Kim 

and Lin Barnett, members of the church, led the service of Lay-

ing on of Hands, which eventually included the entire congrega-

tion surrounding and connecting with Pastor Joel. What a joy it 

was for the congregation of Harmony Springs Christian Church 

to welcome Pastor Joel and his wife Emily into the fellowship of 

this new ministry, as the church continues on the pathway of 

transformation. The congregation was also very proud as their 

newly installed Pastor was called upon to give the opening 

prayer at the Ohio House Session on Wednesday, March 6, 

2013. Long time member, Marilyn Slaby (R-Copley), issued the 

invitation to Pastor Joel to give the prayer at the Capitol. 

Journey to the Congo VBS 
     Is your church looking for Vacation Bible School curriculum 

for the summer?  A wonderful opportunity to consider is    

Journey to the Congo.  It is available as a free down load.  All 

you have to do is go to either the  globalministries.org or    

discipleshomemissions.org websites and  look under the youth 

and children section.  It is that easy and all of the details are laid 

out in a very simple format that follows a rotation model of 

education, which takes the same story and looks at it from a 

number of different ways.  There are ideas for crafts, games, 

music, food and everything. 

     By using this curriculum you  will be empowering the chil-

dren from your congregation to  better understand the people 

from another part of the globe in the Congo. What a powerful 

message to share with kids that we are all truly one people, no 

matter where we live.  An added benefit that cannot be ignored 

is the fact that the children will also walk away from this time 

grasping the connection that the Region of Ohio has with our 

sister church in the Boyeka District of the Congo, strengthening 

the witness of the church in both places.   Our Congolese 

brothers and sisters have much to teach us and a beautiful sense 

of generosity to share and what better place for this mutual 

sharing to begin than with our children. 

Creating a Culture of Generosity Workshop 
     If your church has all the money it needs to carry out its 

ministry and fulfill its mission, you don’t need to participate.  If 

you are continually over subscribing your budget and having to 

find new ways to spend all of the money your congregation 

receives, don’t come.  If, however, you are looking for a new 

conversation about stewardship and how to encourage and 

develop a culture of generosity in your congregation, you will 

benefit from this experience.   Participants will engage in under-

standing stewardship as a spiritual discipline and how to under-

stand the rich and broad concepts that stretch beyond just 

money and finances.  You will leave the event knowing how to 

increase the results of your next annual campaign and how to 

build trust within your community of faith around financial is-

sues.  Come and discover how to live an abundant life and cele-

brate with gratitude the generosity of our Creator.  Ministers, 

lay leaders, financial officers, stewardship team members, and all 

interested are welcome. 

Here are the details: 

 Saturday April 27, 2013 

 Held at Anderson Hills Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) 8119 Clough Pike, Cincinnati, Ohio 45244 

 Registration will begin around 9:00am session will begin at 

9:30am and will end at 2:00 pm 

 Continental Breakfast and lunch will be provided. 

 Child care will be available for children up to age 10, please 

indicate the number of children and their names and ages. 

 Cost is $10.00 per participant and the registration deadline 

is Monday April 22nd. 

 Registration forms and online registration are available at 

www.ccinoh.org.    
 

For questions people may contact Rev. Liz DeWeese at  

Anderson Hills Christian Church (513)474-2237. 

First Christian Church in Chillicothe 
     Congregants of First Christian Church in Chillicothe, Ohio, 

gather for the annual St. Patrick’s Day Potato Bar fundraiser for 

local Disciple Women’s Ministries, and also celebrate the 106th 

birthday (March 14th) of Mrs. Sally Ellis (seated front center 

behind birthday cake)!  Co-pastors are Alan and Julie Cory.  

mailto:ccio@ccinoh.org
http://www.ccinoh.org


Advent Banners 
     This Advent Season, the Sanctuary of Ghent Christian 

Church was graced with New Advent Banners in Korean and 

English. The 175 year old congregation started by Evangelist 

William Hayden worships in Korean and English each Sun-

day.  The Worship Committee realized the need for new    

Advent Banners reflecting both languages.  Rev. Dr. Jae Young 

Rhee is the Bilingual Pastor of Ghent Christian Church, located 

at 4200 Granger Rd, Akron, OH 44333. 

Mother’s Day Blankets 
     Mothers all around the world do      

everything they can to ensure their children 

have everything they need to live healthy 

lives.  Some mothers do this with limited 

resources in the face of major disasters.  

Help Church World Service (CWS) give 

hope this Mother’s Day by hosting a CWS 

Blankets Sunday in your congregation.  Give 

people in your congregation the opportunity to give the gift of 

hope and warmth in honor of their mothers!  To find out 

more, visit www.blanketsplus.org or call the CWS Ohio Office 

at 614-481-4416. 
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Record a prayer for General Assembly chapel 
 

     The 2013 General Assembly theme is “Lord, Teach Us To 

Pray.” To engage and involve all segments of the General 

Church, the Chapel Committee invites anyone who is inter-

ested in producing a video reflection on the theme. The video 

clips will be played throughout the day during the Assembly in 

the Chapel. Following each meditation will be a few moments 

of silence for reflection. 

     Anyone who is interested in participating should record a 1-

3 minute video reflection and/or meditation. These can then be 

saved in a variety of media including MPEG-4, QuickTime MOV 

or H.264 files. HD is best, but SD is also acceptable. Videos 

should be uploaded using an online program such as Dropbox, 

YouSendIt, YouTube or Vimeo, then the URL should be 

eMailed to Rev. Michael Junkroski at  

pastormichael@fccnaples.org. Along with the email, submis-

sions should also include the name, title, church and/or ministry 

that the individual serves. 
 

Deadline for submissions is no later than May 25, 2013. 

Director of Children and Youth Programs 
     First Christian Church of Stow, OH (Disciples of Christ) is 

seeking the right person, one with a passion and call for minis-

try to children and youth, to be our Director of Children and 

Youth Programs.  This person will approach the role with   

enthusiasm, energy, and a willingness to engage our youth in a 

variety of ways as they strive to deepen their faith development 

and theological perspectives.  This person will be asked to build 

relationships with our children, youth and their parents. This 

would be done through the continuation of current programs 

as well as through newly created ones that will generate broad 

opportunities for our children and youth to grow closer to 

God.  This person will be expected to work Sunday mornings 

and some evenings, and be available to participate in regional 

youth activities.  No phone calls or e-mails regarding applica-

tions please, either to the church office or through the church 

website.  Questions and resumes are welcomed and should be 

submitted to FCCStowApplication@outlook.com 

Pentecost Special Day Offering 
 

Greetings  Disciples Church Family, 
 

     We have great news to share! Our Disciples Church family 

is growing! Your Church is growing! Since the beginning of the 

2020 Vision in 2001, Disciples have started 800 new faith   

communities. These new churches have reached more than 

50,000 new people for Christ, more than all of our established 

churches combined during the same time period. These new 

faith communities worship in more than 18 different languages. 

     In 2001, when we were challenged to grow a church that 

looks more like the face of America, no one could have imag-

ined where God would take us. We still have seven more years 

to reach the goal of 1,000 new churches. With your help,    

Disciples are going to achieve this goal! 

     Hope Partnership’s new church effort, done in conjunction 

with our Regional and General Church partners, needs your 

support.  Disciples will collect the Pentecost Offering on May 

12 and 19. One half of this offering stays in the Region where 

you live and one half of the offering will go to Hope Partnership 

for assessment, recruitment, training and accompaniment of 

new church planters, spouses and core team members. 

     This year’s promotional materials will include a map of the 

United States and Canada, illustrating the location of all of our 

new churches. We also have a two-minute video that we are 

encouraging churches to show in worship on May 12 and 19. 

You can access this free video from the home page of Hope 

Partnership’s website at www.hopepmt.org. This video is some-

thing that you will not want to miss. 

     Thank you in advance for collecting the Pentecost Offering, 

which will support the planting of new churches, so that the 

Reign of God can be expanded and lives transformed. 
 

Shalom, 

Charlie Wallace 

Minister, New Church Strategies 

http://www.blanketsplus.org
mailto:pastormichael@fccnaples.org
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