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ODO Update for  

Week of Compassion 
     Our region’s Ohio Disciples  

Outreach Team seeks to not only 

provide you with resources and op-

portunities for extending the hands 

of Christ, we strive also to make you 

aware of other partners in ministry 

where you can offer yourself in service and help to others.  

And one of the best partners for such ministry is with Week of 

Compassion, the relief, refugee, and development mission fund 

of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United 

States and Canada. 

     Week of Compassion is more than just a special offering 

two Sundays in February.  It is a year round ministry that is 

always at the ready to serve wherever needed.  To name just a 

few of the numerous places WOC has been include this year: 

Uganda to support Congolese refugees; Philippines for earth-

quake and landslide relief; Haiti for trauma resilience training; 

Syria, Lebanon, and Egypt to tend to their humanitarian crisis; 

Thailand for flood affected rehabilitation; and right here in the 

U.S. following super storm Sandy. 

     As we round out the holidays and tip over into a New Year 

with all of its fresh and new opportunities, let us consider 

where our hands of compassion and love might reach out to in 

2013.  No doubt we can reach out here in Ohio, but let us 

know that with partners in ministry like Week of Compassion, 

our hands can reach around the world. 

     For more information and resources about Week of    

Compassion check out their website at: 

www.weekofcompassion.org 

Opening The Door To Sophomores 
United Nations Seminar (February 8th - 16th, 2013) 

     Since the beginning of our Summer CYF Conference pro-

gram last June, we have opened up the opportunity for Junior 

and Senior High School Students to apply for a place on the 

UN Seminar. We have already received a number of applica-

tions in our goal to fill the 45 seats on the Tour Bus. But time is 

growing short, so we are now opening up the door of opportu-

nity to any Sophomores from Ohio area Disciples of Christ 

congregations who would like to be a part of this great and 

worthwhile adventure. 

     All the information you need can be found on the Christian 

Church in Ohio website, by going to (www.ccinoh.com/

ministries/children-youth/youth-fellowship/un-seminar.aspx) or 

contacting the Regional Office. The deadline is January 7th, for 

application, both papers, Teacher and Pastor recommendations, 

1st deposit, and Final payment. There is some scholarship help 

available (see application form). Juniors and Seniors are still 

encouraged to apply. 

CYF Leadership Training Event 

     CYF leaders from across the state came together Nov. 16-

18, 2012 to learn the important qualities of servant leader-

ship  using biblical role models and situations to hone their 

skills. We were hosted by the wonderful people of the Hocking 

Valley Parish and their dynamic pastor, Rev. Janice Burns-

Watson.   CYF Advisors Rev. Mary Jo Bray, Nicole Curet, Mark 

Hobson and Albert Brantley did an awesome job training our 

youth and Richard “Woody” Woodward our highly skilled and 

ever present Camp Photographer, took loads of pictures! 

     CYF State and Conference Officers and Alternates  planned 

and led worship services in all 5 of the churches of the Hocking 

Valley.  Additionally, we are proud to  recognize Natalie Bendel 

who not only serves as our State  President, but also repre-

sents the Ohio Region as a member of the General Youth 

Council. Though, as leaders, these young men and women are 

busy and very much “in demand”, they spent a weekend getting 

to know each other and embracing the principles of godly lead-

ership, not only those contained in the Bible, but those from an 

unlikely source such as,  “Sister Act” starring Whoopi Goldberg. 

When you see our Officers and Alternates at the State Youth 

Convention (March) and the Conferences this summer,  ask 

them to share a few little nuggets of leadership from both the 

Bible and Whoopi!   

     Pray for and encourage these young Christian leaders as 

they prepare  to lead their peers during the coming months.  

http://www.weekofcompassion.org/


Spiritual Insights 

Rev. Dr. William H. Edwards 
 

“And no one puts new wine into old 

wineskins; otherwise, the wine will 

burst the skins, and the wine is lost 

and so are the skins; but one puts new 

wine into fresh wine skins” – Mark 

2:22 

     In the second chapter of Mark, we 

find the Pharisees and the disciples of John the Baptist having 

conversations with Jesus about the transformation of traditions 

and change. That is the message Jesus is teaching when he talks 

about new wine.  

     In biblical days, wine was not kept in glass bottles, but it was 

kept in goatskin and sewn around the edges to form tight leak 

proof bags.  But, new wine has to go through an aging process 

called fermentation.  It experiences drastic changes in its   

physical and chemical properties.  There is a breakdown of 

impurities and toxins.  There is a stage of agitation and separa-

tion.  Then comes unrest and then expansion. When new wine 

expanded as it fermented, it stretched its wineskin.  

     In this illustration, Jesus was conveying spiritual wisdom 

through a natural phenomenon.  When something is new, it 

needs room to grow and expand, spread out and stretch,    

develop and progress.  So, putting new wine into old skins 

caused erosion and cracking due to the inability of the old skin 

to withstand the pressure of further stretching. 

     In essence, Jesus is saying that his purpose was to bring 

something new, the Good News, that he had come as God's 

son to offer all people forgiveness of their sins and reconcilia-

tion with God.  The gospel, the good news message, didn't fit 

into the old rigid legalistic religion of the Pharisees. The good 

news message of Jesus was delivered to transform the old   

religion into something new, so that now all of God’s children 

are able to receive the fresh new wine, new life message of the 

living God.  

     God wants us to open up our hearts, to open our minds to 

receive a fresh anointing, a pouring of new wine, new life, to be 

transformed.  Because you see, to grow is to change.  So we 

must ask the question every time we come into God's house 

and every time we go to a Bible study, “Lord, How do you 

want me to change and grow? Lord speak to my heart, Lord 

give me a fresh anointing, pour out new wine into my life, make 

me new.  God make me a vessel to receive the new wine of 

life.”   

     God desires to do a new thing in the congregations of the 

Christian Church in Ohio. God desires to bring us into new 

areas of ministry and service, to use us in a greater capacity in 

fulfilling God’s vision for Christ’s church.  But in order to do 

that, we must be willing to get out of the rut of the routine and 

to do things in a new way. New wine must have new wineskins. 

     As we begin this New Year, my prayer is that we would 

make a special effort to make “evangelism” a priority for 2013. 

As a regional church, we are launching a special evangelism 

campaign entitled “New Wine Skins”. This special effort will  
 

Continued in the next column 
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Message from Regional Associate Pastor, 

Rev. Dr. LaTaunya Bynum 
     Congregations large and small with all the people and finan-

cial resources they need and some others with too few dollars 

and just enough people are making the decision every day to 

live the good news of Jesus Christ. One congregation has also 

joined with their ecumenical neighbors to provide a weekly 

meal and to organize and operate a food pantry so that people 

eat for a day, and then for a month. There are congregations 

that preach and practice justice and social action. There are 

others that are committed to surrounding all that they do with 

prayer and study so that they are as sure as they can be that 

they are doing God’s will in their ministries. 

     There are congregations re-imagining what it means to   

nurture men and women’s groups so that they do not look 

“traditional” but nevertheless engage their members in vital 

mission and ministry. And, I am a member of a congregation 

whose style of worship is innovative and engaging. Its music is 

gospel jazz, it includes spoken word and poetry, its rhythm 

speaks to the movement and inclusion of all of God’s people. 

     Are these congregations involved in evangelism or out-

reach? Yes. 

     It is true that people are drawn to a church that is active, 

loving, passionate, enjoying the company of each other and 

reaching our and welcoming new folks into their faith         

communities. When a congregation discerns and grasps the 

ministry God has for it, and is able to find the energy it needs 

to do that ministry, the church likely will grow. Through prayer 

and vision, resource development and worshipful work, the 

church can be active and faithful and it can grow both spiritually 

and numerically. 

     May God continue to open minds and hearts. May God  

continue to be present as congregations seek god’s will not 

only out of their needs to survive, but out of their desire and 

God’s for them to thrive in ministry. 

Deadline for entries into the Apr - Jun 2013 issue of 

The Buckeye Disciple 

Due in the Regional Church Office by        

March 1, 2013 

Submitting via email is preferred ccio@ccinoh.org 

extend the evangelism ministry of the congregations of the 

Christian Church in Ohio by launching new congregations in 

areas where there is a need to reach new people for Christ.  

     The Disciples New Church Ministry reports, “Churches that 

engage in starting new congregations will actually find their life 

strengthened. Engaging in mission is a key to stopping decline and 

starting to grow. The first benefit that comes is a transformation 

from “survival mentality” to “mission mentality”. This transformation 

comes as God’s Spirit enables the members of existing church to see 

the vision and take action.” As we collectively join in this mission, 

there will be fresh pouring of “new wine, new life” into the 

ministry of each of our established congregations.  

     I look forward with great anticipation of what God will do 

through us as people of faith and leaders in Christ’s church in 

the days ahead. 

mailto:ccio@ccinoh.org
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Message from Regional Associate Pastor, 

Rev. Stephen Bentley 

     Local congregations are key to living into our Seeds of   

Vision as a “covenant network of congregation in mission…”  Many 

of our local congregations are “creating mission experiences as 

opportunities for Spiritual growth.”  Let me life up a few.    

District 4 congregations for the last several years have set aside 

a Saturday in August they refer to as “Operation: In As Much.” 

Their inspiration comes from Matthew 25:31-46.  “Inasmuch as 

you have done it for the least of these, you have done it unto 

me…” (verse 40)  Each church chooses mission projects that 

best fit their situation but each congregation’s goal is to include 

80 percent of the membership in this mission.  Projects have 

included repairing and restoring a community park, free car 

maintenance check, making and delivering prayer shawls to 

nursing homes, community meals, rehabbing  a person’s home, 

etc.  These are but a few of the ways district 4 churches are 

transforming lives within and outside the church. 

     Another example of local congregations changing lives I just 

learned about.  Many churches throughout Ohio support the 

Cleveland Christian Home in many different ways.  The     

members of the Shreve Christian Church do it by donating a 

Christmas Tree.  On the last week before Advent the members 

gather at the church with the Christmas Tree in tow.  They car 

pool to the Cleveland Christian Home and then set it next to 

the stair case where it can then be decorated and enjoyed by 

the youth and staff at the home. 

     There are so many other congregations reaching out in the 

name of Jesus to transform their community as well.  To share 

your ideas/mission projects, visit the Christian Church in Ohio 

group page on Facebook. https://www.facebook.com/#!/

groups/36179687653 

Regional Calendar                     Jan - Apr 2013 
 

January 2013 

7 Personnel Committee Meeting @ RCO 10am 

9 RCO Staff Meeting 

12 Ohio Disciple Men’s Conference Call @ 10:00am 

15 Adult Ministries Conference Call @ 10:00am 

21 Martin Luther King Jr. Day, RCO Closed 

22 Interim Ministers Working Group Conference Call 

22 Commission on Ministry @ RCO 9:30am 

25 New Church Team Meeting @ RCO 10am 

*28 Ohio Ministries Convocation in Columbus 

*29 Ohio Ministries Convocation in Toledo 

29 ODEC Meeting @ RCO 10am – 1pm  

30 ODO Meeting @ RCO 10am – 3pm 

31 Membership Development Team Conference Call 
 

February 

2 Disciples Fellowship Meeting @ 1:00pm 

*5 – 7 Spiritual Life Retreat @ Camp Christian 

6 Finance Committee Conference Call @ 1:30pm 

*8 – 16 U.N. Seminar for 11th & 12th grade youth in  

 New York City and Washington D.C. 

13 Ash Wednesday 

19 RCO Staff Meeting 

20 Regional Elders Meeting @ RCO 10am – 3pm 

27 ODO Conference Call @ 10am 
 

March 

1 Deadline for the April - June Buckeye Disciple 

*1 – 3 Children's Worship and Wonder Event @ FCC, Kent 

2 Regional Church Council @ Camp Christian 9:00am 

5 Executive Committee Meeting @ RCO 10am – 3pm 

8 – 10 State Youth Convention @ Hiram College 

12 Finance Committee Meeting @ RCO 10am 

16 Counselor Training (1 of 2) @ Camp Christian 9:30am 

16 Leadership Event @ Champion CC, Warren 

19 RCO Staff Meeting 

29 Good Friday, RCO Closed 

31 Easter Sunday 
 

April 

5 – 7 Advance Ministries Spring Retreat @ Camp Christian 

11 Congregational Transformation Meeting @ Camp 10am 

12 – 13 Youth Council Meeting @ Camp Christian 

13 Ohio Women’s Ministries Convocation @ Gender 

 Road CC, Canal Winchester 8:00am – 3:30pm 

16 RCO Staff Meeting 

16 New Ministers Orientation @ RCO 12pm – 5pm 

17 Anti Racism Training @ Camp Christian 9am – 5pm 

18 Ethical Boundaries Training @ Camp 9am – 5pm 

20 Regional Church Council Meeting @ Camp Christian 

22 Workshop for Ministers@ Camp Christian 

23 ODEC Meeting @ RCO 10am – 1pm 

24 ODO Meeting @ RCO 10am – 3pm 

27 Counselor Training (2 of 2) @ Camp Christian 9:30am 

 

RCO = Regional Church Office 

* Online Registration is now available 

For the full Calendar- http://www.ccinoh.org/calendar/regional.aspx 

 

Is your congregation or district doing  

something amazing?  Tell us about it!!  

ccio@ccinoh.org 

https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/36179687653
https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/36179687653
http://www.ccinoh.org/calendar/regional.aspx
mailto:ccio@ccinoh.org
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Cortland Christian Mission Team 
“Rebuilding Joplin” 

     Nineteen members of the Cortland Christian Church    

Mission Team gather at the “Spirit Tree” in Joplin, Missouri.  

Painted by local artists, the Spirit Tree has become the       

symbolic “heart and soul” of community recovery efforts.   

Battered, yet standing tall and proud, the tree is one of only a 

few left standing after an F-5 tornado cut a six-mile swath 

through the heart of town.  Seventy-five hundred homes were 

completely destroyed and one-hundred sixty-one were killed.  

A full year after the storm, many survivors continue to live in 

FEMA trailers. 

     The CCC Mission Team worked on the homes of two 

storm survivors – installing vinyl siding on a home crushed by a 

falling tree and building a garage at another site.  While in 

Joplin, the team lodged at First Christian Church in Carthage.  

First Christian also provided breakfast and dinner for the 

group.  The Joplin Family Worship Center provided lunch.  The 

entire Joplin community is thankful for the efforts of volunteers 

who have traveled from around the country to lend a hand.  

They are  especially grateful for all of the churches that       

converged on Joplin to assist in the recovery effort.   

     Every year, Cortland Christian commissions a team to min-

ister in disaster-ravaged or poverty-stricken communities.  In 

recent years, the church has sent its mission team to Louisiana, 

Appalachia, and Alabama.  In 2012, team members included:  

Lorra Barnes, Kelly Adams, Roger McCafferty, Pris Wodzinski, 

Lorin Hopkins, Karen Miller, Jean Scott, Terry Swauger, Linda 

Swauger, Chuck Chagnot, Linda Chagnot, Ron Miller, Tom 

Hopkins, Sharon Hopkins, Flo King, Bill Kralik, Bob Taylor, Pat 

Taylor, and Pastor Don. 

Santa's Stop 

and Shop 
     The Alliance 

First Christian 

Church held its 

first "Santa's Stop 

and Shop" for the 

children in their 

community.    

     Approximately 

300 children   

arrived with their parents or grandparents and shopped for free 

from a selection of over 2,000 gift items.  Church and commu-

nity members had donated new and nearly new gift items for 

the children to give to their family members, and donations 

came from area businesses.  Event organizer, Kathy Windham, 

was delighted with the response from the community and 

promises that next year's event will be even better with a   

larger selection of gift items.  While children did their shopping 

with the help of church members, the adults were treated to 

coffee and cookies.  The church's youth group assisted with the 

event.  For more information about Alliance First Christian 

Church, go to http://www.alliancefirstchristianchurch-doc.org/.  

Adult Conference 
June 17 – 21, 2013 
 

Living in the Spirit – Blessed by Grace 
 

BREAKING NEWS!! 

ADULT CONFERENCE 2013 WILL BE 

INSPIRATIONAL!        ENLIGHTENING!        AWESOME! 
 

Vesper Speaker: The Rev. Dr. Jack Sullivan 
 

Bible Lecturer: Dr. Margaret Nutting-Ralph 
 

Class Teachers (to date): Rev. Wanda Werking, Rev. Tom & 

Wanda Johnson, Rev. Jim Schimmel, and Bob Freistler 
 

PLAN TO BE PART OF THIS UNIQUE FAITH BUILDING 

EVENT! More information at  http://www.ccinoh.com/

ministries/adult/adult-conference.aspx 

Children’s Worship and 

Wonder Training  

March 1-3, 2013 
 

First Christian Church, Kent, Ohio 

Leader: Debbie Walker 

 

     In the Children Worship &     

Wonder program children hear Bible 

stories and learn about God while 

they are experiencing the presence of God. They are invited to 

enter into the stories and form responses out of their own rich 

life experiences. They learn about traditional worship practices 

by participating in them. 

     This way of being in worship with children respects the  

developmental abilities of children. It is based on the assump-

tion that children already have a relationship with God. Children 

Worship & Wonder provides children with the tools, the lan-

guage and the safe space to deepen their relationship with God. 

 

Cost: $120 per person, plus the purchase of the book “Young 

Children and Worship” 

 

Register by mail or call (credit cards only): 888-346-2631, ext. 

2641 Online: https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/children-

worship-wonder-catalog/ 

Deadline: February 15, 2013 (Cost after deadline: $150) 

 

For Information contact: 

Brooke Anthony: 317-713-2641 

banthony@dhm.disciples.org 

http://www.alliancefirstchristianchurch-doc.org/
http://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/adult-conference.aspx
http://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/adult/adult-conference.aspx
https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/children-worship-wonder-catalog/
https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/children-worship-wonder-catalog/
mailto:banthony@dhm.disciples.org
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The Stone-Campbell Movement:  

A Global History 
     After years of work, The Stone-

Campbell Movement: A Global His-

tory will be released in March 2013. 

     You can pre-order this compre-

hensive volume now at the special 

online price of $59.99. (List price: 

$74.99.) Order at: 

www.chalicepress.com. You'll pay 

nothing until the book ships. 

     Encompassing the world history 

of the Stone-Campbell tradition, 

this book is the newest and most 

complete volume available.  Epub and PDF versions also     

available at even greater savings! 

     A joint venture of Christian Board of Publication and     

Disciples of Christ Historical Society, this volume is edited by 

D. Newell Williams, Douglas A. Foster and Paul M. Blowers. 

Order your copy now. 

Ohio Spiritual Life Retreat for Ministers 
(Retired Ministers and Spouses are welcome to attend this event) 

February 5-7, 2013 

"Pathways to the Center" 

The Herald B. Monroe Lodge at Camp Christian 

     The season of Advent is upon us and with it, ministers are 

busier than ever with extra services and events to plan along 

with everything else that occupies our time and space. As we 

take time to expectantly wait for the birth of the Christ Child, 

we may notice more keenly the longing within that is so easily 

drowned out. As we wait and attend to ministries of every 

kind, the Spiritual Life Committee invites all ministers to come 

to the Clergy Spiritual Life Retreat being planned for February 5

-7, 2013 at Camp Christian. Advent and Christmas will be in 

the not-too-distant past by then, but the season of Lent will be 

just ahead, on the horizon of February 13th. What better time 

to come away as ministry colleagues to embark upon an explo-

ration of "Pathways to the Center" together? The Regional 

Spiritual Life Committee invites ministers to join us for the  

annual Ministers' Spiritual Life Retreat and explore the multiple 

ways in which God, the ground of being and the source of life 

and love is waiting to encounter us in the Center. Details are 

coming soon, but we hope you will save the dates of February 5

-7 and join us on a deepening spiritual journey of faith. 

Advance Ministries Spring Retreat 
     Advance Ministries Spring Retreat is April 5-7, 2013 at 

Camp Christian!  Come one, come all and discover what it 

could look like to balance Christianity with our multi-faith 

friends, neighbors and world.  Why are we Christian at all?  

What do other faith traditions have to offer?  How could we 

relate to our multi-faith society in a positive and affirming way?  

Come delve into these questions and more with your old and 

new friends in the Advance community.  Come for the fun, stay 

for the discoveries.  See all you 19-29 year olds there for a 

great weekend!   Register today online at www.ccinoh.org.   

Get The Buckeye  

Disciple via Email! 
If you would like to replace your copy 

with an emailed copy, please send an 

email ccio@ccinoh.org.  

Don’t forget to include your name and the address. 

Ohio CYF State Youth Convention 2013 
Theme: Remember, Reflect, Rejoice 

Grades 9 through 12 inclusive 

March 8-10, 2013 

Time:  6:30 p.m. Friday to 11:30 a.m. Sunday 

Hiram College, Hiram, OH 

Cost:   $50.00 for Youth - $25.00 for Adult Advisors 

Deadline:  Postmarked or online no later than Feb. 26, 2013 
($10.00 Fee WILL be applied to any received Feb 27 – Mar 10) 
  

     Join us for a fun filled weekend that 

will be sure to touch your heart, leave a 

lasting memory, and create new ones!  

All four CYF Conferences will begin the 

weekend by honoring the past on     

Friday.  Saturday will involve small group 

discussions surrounding the topic of 

change and transformation.  We also 

invite you to join us as we discover  

different ways to praise God through music, art, poetry, dance, 

and prayer.  Sunday will conclude with worship and creating a 

sense of unity.  Hope to see you there and be sure to bring 

some friends too!  
 

What else is happening? 

Small group study sessions 

Election of District Officers 

U.N. Seminar Reunion 

Special College Displays 
  

PLUS OUR GREAT… 

AND WE DO MEAN GREAT STATE OFFICERS! 

Natalie Bendel Joe Heidenescher 

Jimmy Allen Jenae Jennings 
  

AND MUCH ... MUCH ... MORE!! 
 

For more information, including online registration, go 

to www.ccinoh.org. 

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?DisciplesofChristHis/04570c755c/3b0a7670bf/9aba9486a6
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?DisciplesofChristHis/04570c755c/3b0a7670bf/e6cd5be818
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?DisciplesofChristHis/04570c755c/3b0a7670bf/69c8af6662
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?DisciplesofChristHis/04570c755c/3b0a7670bf/6544ea2167/utm_content=ccio%40ccinoh.org&utm_source=VerticalResponse&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=Disciples%20of%20Christ%20Historical%20Society&utm_campaign=History%20of%20the%20Whole%20World
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?DisciplesofChristHis/04570c755c/3b0a7670bf/0d827fa463
http://www.ccinoh.org
mailto:ccio@ccinoh.org
http://www.ccinoh.org/
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Calling ALL Disciples! 

This is a Conference for YOU! 
 

“Practical Tips on How to Do  

Ministry in These Times” 
 

Keynote Speaker – Rev. Dr. Rick Morse 
Vice-President for Mission Initiatives with the Christian Church’s 

Hope Partnership and author of “From Our Doorsteps: Developing 

a ministry plan that makes sense” 

 

Champion Christian Church 

151 Center St W 

Warren, OH 44481-9313 

 

Saturday, March 16, 2013 

9:30am – 12:00pm 

Registration begins at 9:00am 

$10.00 in advance ($15.00 at the door) 

*Sponsored by Ohio’s District 4 Ministers* 

 

Questions including how to register?  

Email secretaryfccniles@gmail.com 

 

mailto:secretaryfccniles@gmail.com

