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Christian Church in Ohio 
 D I S C I P L E S   O F   C H R I S T 

 

A covenant network of congregations in mission 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Offering 2012 

Good News of Great Joy!! 
     Christmas is coming! Wait – it‘s not Halloween or Thanks-

giving yet! As we plan for Special Day Offerings, it is good to 

begin early to help everyone know how important they are. 

The Christmas Special Day Offering will be received on  

December 16 and 23 this year. Our theme again is from Luke 

2:10, bringing ―Good News of Great Joy!‖  Materials are being 

produced, but are not available just yet. 

     Let‘s think about what this Special Day Offering covers. 

One hundred percent (100%!) of this offering stays in Ohio 

to help our Region function for all of us. Our congregations 

receive visits from our Regional Pastor and our Regional     

Associate Pastors so that we all can stay connected and know 

that we are sharing in a network of churches which are reach-

ing out into cities, towns, farms, suburbs with the ―Good News 

of Great Joy!‖ Sharing God‘s love, mercy, and justice through 

Jesus Christ is a wonderful mission to be on especially at 

Christmas time. 

     Next, the Christmas Offering that stays in Ohio 100%   

supports Camp Christian and all the wonderful camps,    

conferences, and retreats which happen there every year, 

touching literally hundreds of people with the love of God 

shared in Jesus Christ. Over the years, countless thousands of 

people have enjoyed Camp Christian and our youth and adults 

are richer in Spirit. Our Christmas Offering helps us to spread 

the ―Good News of Great Joy‖ through Camp Christian. 

     Because 100% of the Christmas Offering stays in each   

Region, our congregations in Ohio are directly affected by the 

Christmas Offering as it enables our Regional Pastor and     

Associate Pastors to counsel congregations in time of crisis, to 

celebrate with congregations during good times, and to be 

there when a congregation needs to search for a new pastor. 

Our Regional Pastor and his Associates visit congregations to 

establish relationships which will help in future events, both 

good and bad in a congregation‘s life. This is ―Good News of 

Great Joy!‖ 

     The Christmas Offering totally stays here 100% in Ohio  

to support the vital work of our Region. Our goal for the    

Christmas Offering is $75,000. Each congregation is greatly 

important in achieving this goal, which in turn will help our  

Region to minister here among us and reach out beyond our 

borders to the Congo and our special mission work in Chile. 

     Please start planning now to educate and prepare for the 

Christmas Offering which will be received on December 16 

and 23 to undergird the work of our Ohio Regional Church. 

The materials which are soon coming out will have many sug-

gestions for how to plan, educate, and encourage our Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ) members to support the work 

which ultimately helps all of us here in Ohio to bring ―Good 

News of Great Joy!‖ 

Come join us as we unite in…. 
 

"Claiming God's Vision" 
 

Based on Jeremiah 29:11 

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for 

your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. 
 

     The Christian Church in Ohio is excited to announce that 

the 2012 Regional Assembly plans are in motion!  We are   

prepared to bring you an event that will leave you motivated 

and enthused about Claiming God‘s Vision!  

     The assembly will begin Thursday evening, October 18th at 

7:30 with an opening worship, followed by an autograph book 

signing by our honorary speaker, the Rev. Dr. Richard L. 

Hamm.  Prepare yourself to be celebrating the plans God has 

for you on Friday and Saturday with an agenda loaded with 

learning opportunities, fellowship and activities for both adults 

and children! 

     The Regional Assembly will be hosted by Doubletree by 

Hilton: 175 Hutchinson Avenue, Columbus, OH 43235.   
 

We can‘t wait to see YOU there!  
 

Check out www.ccinoh.org or the Christian Church in 

Ohio Facebook page for more information!! 

http://www.ccinoh.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/36179687653/


Spiritual Insights 

Rev. Dr. William H. Edwards 
 

Good News of Great Joy 

“But the angel said to them, „Do not be 

afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news 

of great joy for all the people…” Luke 2:10 

 

     Have you ever been engaged in your 

normal routine when all of a sudden, the 

Lord stepped in and blessed the situation beyond your wildest 

dreams?  I like to call those instances, times of great joy.  

 Announcement of the  birth of a child - great joy 

 News from the doctor about the remission of cancer -  

great joy 

 Job offer that you have been waiting for final comes through - 

great joy 

 Maybe you were broke and just found $20 in a pair of pants 

that had not worn in a couple of weeks. - great joy 

     The shepherds in the second chapter of Luke experienced 

great joy on the night that Jesus was born. Who would have 

thought, that at this particular time and place in history, the God 

of the universe would have entered into human history in such an 

unexpected way?  Who would have thought, that such an       

important point in time, on such a momentous occasion as the 

coming of the long awaiting Messiah, would be announced in a 

shepherd‘s field?  Who would have thought, that the small town 

of Bethlehem would have such a prominent role in the drama of 

salvation?        

     During the upcoming Advent\Christmas season, we are 

given another opportunity to realize our Lord Jesus Christ's 

presence; to celebrate the gift of his birth to this world; to 

keep alive the sense of wonder and mystery of Christmas; to 

appreciate the Good News of Great Joy as told in the   

Christmas story.  

     Across the life of the Christian Church in Ohio, there are 

exciting stories of Good News of Great Joy about new      

congregations being established, existing congregations being 

renewed and transformed, and leaders equipped for ministry. 

Great things are taking place in Ohio as we are joining God in 

God‘s mission for the sake of the world. Together, we can  

answer God's call to be a "covenant network of congregations 

in mission" by supporting current and future ministries through 

the 2012 Christmas Offering.  

     In this holy season let us reach out to those broken lives 

that feel no joy. Let us share the Good News of Great Joy 

that will lead others to God‘s gift of love through Christ Jesus 

our Savior.  

     Please allow me to also use this opportunity to express 

deep appreciation for all the ways you support God‘s work in 

the Regional Church, be it through prayer, leadership and   

attendance at regional events, or financial offerings. Many    

people lives have been blessed with the love of God through 

your support of the Christian Church in Ohio. 

 

May God’s blessings be with you, 

Bill Edwards 

Regional Pastor and President 
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Message from Regional Associate Pastor, 

Rev. Dr. LaTaunya Bynum 
     Did young people from your congregation spend a week at 

Camp Christian this summer?  Were you a participant in the 

women‘s or men‘s retreat, or in the Congregational transfor-

mation conference held this past March in Cleveland? Perhaps 

you were one of the golfers at the Region‘s golf tournament, or 

you just received an interim or settled pastor. Maybe you    

contributed to a scholarship fund that helped send a young  

person to Camp, or to one of our Disciples colleges. Whatever 

you have done, we thank you for your contribution to the joy 

and excitement of the Christian Church in Ohio. 

     A source of identity and strength for the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) is that we ―get it‖. We understand that the 

church exists in congregations and spreads out to regions, the 

United States and Canada and the world. We get that we are in 

this church together and each congregation and each ministry 

of the church is important. It is exciting for me to sit in the 

pews, stand in the pulpit, and enjoy coffee and desert or a   

fellowship meal in the congregations we serve. I am excited to 

be in our congregations and to hear and respond to the con-

cerns people have for their congregations and the people in 

them. I am glad to offer help, prayers, and support. It is also 

exciting to be with congregations filled with the joy of dreaming 

big dreams and declaring bold visions. It is a joy to offer them 

my help and support too. 

     Great joy comes from all of the ways our congregations are 

practicing what it means to be communities of worship, prayer, 

study and mission. I am grateful to be on the journey with you. 

Plan an Undie Sunday!  

Regional Assembly Mission Project 
 

     Matthew 25: 35-36 says: For I was 

hungry and you gave me something to eat, 

I was thirsty and you gave me something t 

drink, I was a stranger and you invited me 

in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I 

was sick and you looked after me, I was in 

prison and you came to visit me. 

     When parents who are struggling to 

make ends meet buy clothes for their 

children they often have to skip buying underwear.  Imagine 

how embarrassing it must be for these children if they are   

discovered by their classmates.  It is a sad fact that many teach-

ers and youth workers will tell those asking how they can help, 

that something as basic as new underwear for the children they 

work with would make a great difference. 

     As part of the mission projects at the Ohio Regional      

Assembly in October, we are suggesting that congregations set 

aside a Sunday when they will collect children‘s underwear to 

be distributed throughout the region to organizations that can 

make sure they reach the kids who need them. 

     So join with churches around the region and plan an Undie 

Sunday for your congregation and bring the underwear you 

collect to the regional assembly.  Help us answer the call to 

clothe the naked in this meaningful and yet simple way. 
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Message from Regional Associate Pastor, 

Rev. Stephen Bentley 
     ―Thus says the LORD, who makes a way in the sea, a path 

in the mighty waters, 17 who brings out chariot and horse, 

army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they are 

extinguished, quenched like a wick: 18 Do not remember the 

former things, or consider the things of old. 19 I am about to 

do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive 

it?‖  (Isaiah 43: 16-19 NRSV) 

     On September 1st I celebrated my 7th year of ministry with 

the Christian Church in Ohio.  In that time I have witnessed 

and participated in the ―New Thing‖ God is doing in our     

Regional Church.  Like those people of long ago that Isaiah was 

writing to, we to can become ―One Way‖ thinkers.  They came 

to know only one way God saved them, that being through the 

Red Sea where God parted the waters and the people of Israel 

walked by on dry ground and later the wheels of the Egyptian 

chariots got bogged down in the mud and were destroyed.  

This was a great blessing for God‘s people but Isaiah is saying, 

―If you think that was something, ‗You ain‘t seen nothin‘ yet!‘‖  

God‘s ―New Thing‖ is not just limited to these ancient people.  

God is working today to continue to bring about God‘s ―New 

Thing.‖  I have watched as we as a Regional Church are taking 

seriously what it means to ―be an anti-racist, pro-reconciling 

church‖ and have appreciated the great diversity of talents, 

gifts, and peoples that make up the Regional Church.  So too 

have it witnessed congregations who are working hard to step 

out of survival mode and are working at becoming mission  

congregations.  This is not easy work and I have grieved with 

congregations as they made great changes.  However, I have 

also celebrated with them as those changes began to make a 

difference not only in the life of the congregation, but in the 

attitudes of individual members as well.  These transformations 

are happening in all area of the life of the Regional Church.  

―Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?‖  If you have not 

yet caught the excitement, let us how we can help you be a 

part of God‘s ―New Thing.‖ 

Message from Regional Program Minister, 

Rev. Dr. Brenda Webster 
 

Celebrating Regional Ministries:   

Encouraging Youth Leadership and Spiritual Boldness 

Through Meaningful Connectivity 
 

“Get the Word out. Teach all these things. Don‟t let anyone put you 

down because you are young. Teach believers with your life: by word, 

by demeanor, by love, by faith, by integrity.” 

1 Timothy 4: 12 The Message  

 

     In the scripture above, God encouraged Timothy, faithful    

co-worker with Paul, not to be afraid to exercise his faith and  

diligence to ministry because he was young.  

     Jesus himself was very young and still living with His parents 

when he began to speak with the elders in the temple. Luke 

2:41-49 

     Esther, through a process of courage and quick thinking, was 

used by God to save the Jewish people from disaster. We can 

read about Queen Esther in the historical, Old Testament Book 

of Esther. 

     Mary, by the power of the Holy Spirit, became the Mother 

of Jesus at a young age and will be adored among human kind 

for all time. 

     More than anything, parents, guardians, pastors and many 

others in our region want our children and youth to be encour-

aged in their faith, to be bold spokespersons for the cause of 

Christ… without shame or doubt. Notwithstanding, we want 

to see our children and youth develop into confident leaders 

surrounded by loving, caring, well-trained adults who sacrifice 

time and talent in order to assist in the spiritual growth and 

nurture of children and youth. Well guess what? The Children 

and Youth Ministries of the Regional Church does that! 

    Parents, guardians, pastors and others want their young ones 

to be active participants in meaningful, age/grade appropriate 

programming which promotes biblical principles.  The Children 

and Youth Ministries of the Regional Church does that! 

     Children and youth must be able to experience a sense of 

belonging,  a place where they feel at home in a safe, secure 

environment… a place where they feel their skills are being 

developed through service, leadership and meaningful worship. 

Camp Christian is a place like that. Camp Christian is a    

ministry of the Regional Church! 

     All across the great Ohio Region, in all of our districts, 

youth are engaged in ministry which emanates from the      

Regional Church.  Whether ministry takes place at Junior and 

Chi Rho Camps, CYF Conferences, the State Youth Conven-

tion, the United Nations International Seminar, Rallies, Youth 

Council Meetings…each activity builds lifelong relationships and 

creates natural bridges … in short… CONNECTIVITY,      

relationships and genuine caring. We value the time, talents, 

skills and abilities of our youth and create avenues for such. 

The short statements at the beginning of this article show us 

that God places a premium on our youth. Let us be diligent to 

support our Regional Children and Youth Ministries, for this is 

God‘s will. 

Christmas Shopping 

Online this year? 
     If you are like many people 

these days, you do some (or 

maybe all) of your Christmas 

shopping online.  Or perhaps 

you do a lot of your shopping all 

year round online? If you shop 

on Amazon, be sure to start by 

going to www.ccinoh.org and 

click on the Amazon link at the 

very bottom of the page. The 

Region gets a % back from all 

purchases that start from that 

link. Adding this additional step 

to your online shopping routine 

helps all of the Ministries of the 

Christian Church in Ohio.   

Thank you in advance for your support!! 

http://www.ccinoh.org
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Regional Calendar             Oct 2012 - Mar 2013 

October 

*1-3 Transformational Pastor‘s Retreat @ Camp Christian 

2 Executive Committee Meeting @ RCO 10am – 3pm 

6 Anti Racism Team Meeting 

9 RCO Staff Meeting 

16 Spiritual Life Team Conference Call @ 10:00am 

17 Ohio Disciples Outreach Conference Call @ 11:00am 

*18-20 Regional Assembly @ Doubletree, Columbus  

23 Commission on Ministry Team 1 @ Northwest CC 

*24 Anti Racism Training @ Camp Christian 9am – 5pm 

*25 Ethical Boundaries Training @ Camp Christian 9am-5pm 

29-31 Spiritual Life Retreat @ Camp Christian 

30 ODEC Meeting @ RCO 10:00am – 12:00pm 
 

November 

2-3 Regional Church Council Meeting @ Camp Christian 

5 Ministers Workshop @ Westerville Community UCC 

7 Regional Elders Meeting @ RCO 10am – 3pm 

8-9 RCO Staff Retreat 

9 Commission on Ministry Team 2 @ Camp Christian 

10 Chi Rho Commission Meeting 

13 Commission on Ministry Team 1 @ Northwest CC 

13-15 Interim Ministers Training @ Camp Christian 

16-18 Leadership Training for CYF Officers 

17 Disciples History and Polity Class @ Camp Christian 

22-23 Thanksgiving Holiday, RCO Closed 
 

December 

1 Deadline for entries into the Jan-Mar Buckeye 

2 Advent Begins 

8 Women‘s Advent Retreat @ Camp Christian 

12 RCO Staff Meeting and Christmas Celebration 

24-25 Christmas Eve & Day, RCO Closed 

28-30 Advance Ministries Winter Retreat @ Camp Christian 
 

January 2013 

1 New Year’s Day, RCO Closed 

8 Adult Ministries Conference Call 10am – 12pm 

21 Martin Luther King Jr. Day, RCO Closed 

22 Interim Ministers Working Group Conf. Call 10am 

28 Ohio Ministries Convocation in Columbus 

29 Ohio Ministries Convocation in Toledo 
 

February 

5-7 Spiritual Life Retreat @ Camp Christian 

8-16 U.N. Seminar for 11th & 12th grade youth in  

 New York City and Washington D.C. 

13 Ash Wednesday 
 

March 

1 Deadline for entries into the Apr - Jun Buckeye  

5 Executive Committee Meeting @ RCO 10am – 3pm 

8 – 10 State Youth Convention @ Hiram College 

16 Counselor Training @ Camp Christian 9:30am-3:30pm 

23 Regional Church Council Meeting @ Camp Christian 

29 Good Friday, RCO Closed 

31 Easter Sunday 
 

RCO = Regional Church Office 

* Online Registration is now available 

For the full Calendar- http://www.ccinoh.org/calendar/regional.aspx 

Deadline for entries into the Jan - Mar 2013 issue of 

The Buckeye Disciple 

Due in the Regional Church Office by        

December 1, 2012 

Submitting via email is preferred ccio@ccinoh.org 

Thanksgiving Offering 
     Ever wonder how we Disciples of Christ got started?  

One of the ways was and still is EDUCATION. When our   

congregations get ready this Fall to receive the Thanksgiving 

Special Day Offering, we need to know that our Thanksgiv-

ing Offering goes to help our Disciple colleges and  students. 

Barton Warren Stone and both Alexander and Thomas   

Campbell were not only the founders of our Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ), but also founders of colleges and universi-

ties, several of which are still alive and thriving today. We count 

Bethany College in Bethany, WV, Bacon College in Kentucky 

(from which sprouted Transylvania, Lexington    Theological 

School, and the University of Kentucky), Hiram College in 

Ohio, Phillips University in Enid, OK, and Christian Theological 

School in Indianapolis all as our own. Also, we add Drake    

University in Des Moines, IA, Texas Christian University in Ft. 

Worth, TX, and Vanderbilt University Divinity School in   

Nashville, TN to our list of Disciple-influenced schools. Our 

relationship with these institutions comes from the founding 

beginnings which stem from our denomination. They operate 

independently from our denomination, and we maintain a    

relationship of giving and  scholarships because of our impor-

tant historic roots.  Education is at the heart of who we are as 

Disciples of Christ and the Thanksgiving Offering goes to help 

in this tremendous work of education for today and future  

generations. 

http://www.ccinoh.org/calendar/regional.aspx
mailto:ccio@ccinoh.org
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Ohio Delegation to Chile: January 4-15, 2013 

     Have you ever wanted to travel internationally?  Have you 

ever wanted to immerse yourself in another culture?  Have you 

ever wanted to offer your hands in service to others?  Do you 

love Camp Christian and all that it is and does? 

     If you answered ―yes‖ to even just one of these questions 

then I invite you to prayerfully consider being part of a very 

special ministry called ―The Ohio Delegation to Chile and the 

Shalom Center.‖  (Or as I like to call the Shalom Center—

―Camp Christian South America!‖) 

     The Christian Church in Ohio committed itself to help   

support the creation of the Shalom Center of the Pentecostal 

Church of Chile through financial resources contributed to the 

Keep the Fire Burning campaign.  And once again our regional 

church, through the Ohio Disciples Outreach Committee, is 

continuing its support of the Shalom Center, and the relation-

ship our churches have fostered, by sponsoring a trip to Chile 

and the Shalom Center which is scheduled for January 4-15. 

     The Ohio Delegation, along with a group of young adults 

from a Chilean Pentecostal church, will all be a part of a 

―Conpaz Camp.‖  Our hosts explain such a camp as the follow-

ing: “An intercultural Conpaz (with peace) Camp experience at the 

Shalom Center includes: Andean Condors soaring over virgin forests; 

ancient trees reaching towards the Southern Cross; working side by 

side with young Chilean Christians building peace with hands and 

spirits; while enjoying a simple lifestyle in a covenantal community, 

singing, worshiping, and praising God in English and Spanish, united 

and diverse.  We seek the healing and transformations of our rela-

tionships with God, ourselves, others, and all of creation.” 

     The Ohio Delegation will include up to ten people, who 

should be in reasonably good health and condition as there is a 

considerable amount of walking, hiking and physical labor.  It 

should be noted the Shalom Center is under ongoing construc-

tion, which may necessitate the accommodations being tents 

and sleeping bags for much of the trip.  Staying with host    

families will also be part of the trip. The cost for the trip, per 

person, is approximately $2,200, which could vary due to the 

fluctuating dollar in Chile and the cost of airfare.  If you or  

anyone in your congregation is interested in this opportunity, 

would like more information and an application, or would be 

interested in having someone come and talk to your church 

about the Delegation to Chile, please contact me. 

     I hope you will prayerfully consider this chance to heal and 

transform your relationship with God, yourself, others, and 

creation, while offering your hands in service to God and the 

church through this unique and special ministry. 
 

Shalom, Rev. Jonathan Rumburg, First Christian Church, Stow 

(330) 688-4450 or jrumburg@firstchristianstow.org 

Shalom Center Website: www.centroshalom.cl 

 

United Nations Seminar 2013 

(February 8-16, 2013) 
 

“An Opportunity of a Lifetime” 
 

     ―It was an awesome adventure.‖ ―I went 12 years ago, and 

I‘m still in touch with the friends I made on the UN Seminar.‖ 

―It changed how I see the world.‖ ―I‘m doing what I do today, 

because of what I experienced on the UN Seminar.‖ ―I learned 

that faith has a place in government decision making.‖ ―It was 

so AWESOME!!!‖ 

    These are just a few of the comments made by the thousand 

or more young adults who have had the opportunity to be a 

part of the United Nations International Affairs Seminar Tour 

sponsored by the Christian Church in Ohio since the early 

1960's. Better known by its short title, ―UN Seminar‖, it is  

organized every two years to enable 45 Junior and Senior High 

School students from Disciples congregation around Ohio to 

experience how faith and government are linked together. 

     The next UN Seminar tour will be held February 8th - 16th, 

2013. Our theme will focus on Immigrants, Immigration, and 

Diversity. Pray about how this could be ―An Opportunity of a 

Lifetime‖ for you. 

     Cost: $800 (included transportation, lodging, event fees, 

and most meals.), recommending $200 (for personal needs, 

souvenirs, and some meals.) 

     Application Deadline and $300 first payment: No-

vember 1, 2012. 

     Contact your Pastor, Youth Leader, or the Christian 

Church in Ohio (www.ccinoh.org) for more details. 

Get The Buckeye  

Disciple via Email! 
If you would like to replace your copy 

with an emailed copy, please send an 

email ccio@ccinoh.org.  

Don‘t forget to include your name and the address. 

Save the date! 

State Youth 

Convention 
Hiram College 

March 8 – 10, 2013 

For Youth in grades 9, 10, 11 & 12 
More details to come in  

the following months! 

mailto:jrumburg@firstchristianstow.org
http://www.centroshalom.cl/
http://www.ccinoh.org
mailto:ccio@ccinoh.org


Fall Silent Retreat 

October 29-31, 2012 
 

“Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves . . .  

and rest a while.” 

     Jesus called his frazzled disciples to ―Come away to a     

deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while‖ (Mark 6:31), 

and he issues the same call to all of us today as well. Our day-

to-day lives can take on the character of rushing here and there 

as our multi-tasking minds take on so many bits of information 

that we find ourselves overburdened and exhausted. Do you 

see yourself described here? 

     The Spiritual Life Committee of the Ohio Region issues an 

invitation on behalf of Christ Jesus to all who are weary and 

jangled, to all who seem to have lost connection to the Source, 

to all who are in need of quiet time to come away by your-

selves and rest awhile.   

     This is an opportunity to come to Camp Christian's Monroe 

Lodge for a do-it-yourself unstructured Silent Retreat.  To keep 

costs down, we have simplified this Retreat as much as we 

were able, so there will be no food service. You are free to 

bring leftovers to reheat or to go out to eat on your own . . . 

or even to fast as a spiritual discipline. You are free to walk 

among the trees and sit at the Vesper Spot or stay in the Lodge 

and sit by the fireplace. There will be no programs or schedules 

to interrupt your sleep or your time of quiet, because you will 

be in control of your time at Camp Christian. 

     The cost for this 2 day/2 night Retreat is $55.00, and you 

are also responsible for bringing and preparing your own food 

or going out to eat. The Retreat begins on Monday, October 

29 at any time you wish and ends on Wednesday, October 31 

at 2:00 p.m. If you would like to arrive on Sunday night 

(October 28) and stay over, you may do so for an additional 

fee of $25.00.  

     Whether you are in need of spiritual, physical, or emotional 

rest, we hope you can come away by yourselves . . . and rest 

for a little while.  

     Register online at www.ccinoh.org or contact Rev. Stephen 

Bentley for more information. 
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Save the date!! 

Advance Ministries Winter Retreat 

Camp Christian 

December 28 - 30 
For young adults who graduated high school since 2012 up through age 29. 

Adult Conference 

June 17 - 21, 2013 
 

LIVING IN THE SPIRIT–BLESSED BY GRACE 

 

The 2013 ADULT CONFERENCE Planning Team met on    

September 12, 2012.  Each year, a theme for the Conference is 

chosen.  This is an important, and sometimes challenging, task. 

This year, “Living in the Spirit - Blessed By Grace,” spoke 

to our hearts to become the 2013 theme.  

BREAKING NEWS!! 

Bible Lecturer Announced 

We are excited to announce Dr. Margaret Ralph has accepted 

the invitation to return as Bible Lecturer.   

 

Watch for future emails with announcements of our Vesper 

Speaker, Class Leaders, Forum presenters, and plans for     

another memorable week of Adult Conference. 

 

Mark your calendars NOW! 

June 17 - 21 2013 

SHARE THE NEWS with your Congregation and other friends! 

The Free Store at Camp Christian 
     As I begin gathering donations, I am just overwhelmed by the 

generosity I am greeted with daily. Thank you for your willing-

ness to share. 

     We are gearing up for an exciting new Free Store season. 

This year, are plans are to open every Saturday, from 10am-

noon. In order to keep up with the needs, we are looking to get 

more volunteers for our Saturdays. This is a great opportunity 

for your Youth Group, Women's Group, Men's Group, Church 

or civic/work group to spend a Saturday in service with each 

other. We are asking for our friends to "adopt" a Saturday.  

We are currently scheduling for October, November and    

December.  

    Please contact Wendy Taylor at wendyetaylor75@gmail.com 

or 614-832-9679 if you or your group may be interested. As 

always, we are in need of individuals to volunteer as well. The 

time commitment is from 9am-noon. You can expect to help 

sort and organize items, as well as help our shoppers during the 

time we are open. You may 

also bring your own dona-

tions during this time. 

 

Things we need most: 

 Baby clothes/ gear 

 Pots & Pans 

 Towels  

 Blankets 
 

Due to storage limitations, we are not able to accept any more 

women's or men's clothing until after the first of the year.  We also 

cannot accept large furniture.  However, if you have this or need this, 

I would be happy to put people in contact with each other.  We just 

do not have the resources at this time to move large items. 

http://www.ccinoh.org
mailto:wendyetaylor75@gmail.com


Ohio Region Student Awarded 

Phillips University Legacy 

Foundation Scholarship 
 

     Phillips University Legacy Foundation is 

pleased to announce one student in the 

Ohio Christian Church (DOC) region has 

been awarded a Phillips University Legacy 

Scholarship for 2012-2013.  This under-

graduate scholarship is based on academic 

excellence and Christian leadership in the student‘s church, 

vocation and community.   

     Jessica Bessner, from Cleveland, Ohio, will be a freshman 

attending Hiram College and is a member of Franklin Circle 

Christian Church.  ―The application process was very         

competitive this year,‖ stated Kelly Coker, Executive Director, 

―Jessica is an amazing young lady, and her application stood out 

among the rest.  We are thrilled to have her join the Phillips 

family as a Legacy Scholar.‖  

     The Foundation also provides specialized leadership training 

for the Legacy Scholars at an annual, all-expense-paid four-day 

leadership development conference which will be held from 

November 8-11, 2012 in Oklahoma City. Scholars also perform 

an annual 40-hour volunteer service project. 

     The program grants annual awards of up to $5,000 to full-

time undergraduate students attending any of the 17 colleges or 

universities affiliated with the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ). Since the inception of the program in 2002, 115 stu-

dents have received nearly $1 million in scholarship assistance. 

     For 91 years Phillips University, located in Enid, Oklahoma, 

was highly respected nationwide for its academic excellence 

and quality Christian education associated with the Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ). The mission of the Phillips      

University Legacy Foundation is to follow the tradition of    

Phillips University by providing scholarships and opportunities 

to educate and develop leaders who embody Christian values in 

their lives, service and work. 

     For more information about the Phillips University Legacy 

Scholarship and Leadership Training program contact Kelly 

Coker, Executive Director, Phillips University Legacy Founda-

tion (580) 237-4433 or visit our website at www.pulf.org.  

Week of Compassion Gulf Coast Update 
 

The Situation 

     Hurricane Isaac left heavy damage behind as it crossed the 

states of Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana, Alabama and Texas. The 

storm has been blamed for eight deaths: six in Louisiana and 

two in Mississippi. At the peak of the storm well over 1 million 

homes were left without power. Work continues to restore 

power to more than 100,000 customers still without electric-

ity.  Some tornadoes from the storm were also reported;   

damage, if any, from those tornadoes is still not known. 

     Very little information is yet available about the numbers of 

homes damaged and destroyed. A very early estimate indicates 

the cost of the storm will be more than $2 billion. The number 

of people sheltered peaked at approximately 9,000 survivors. 

Six hundred eighty four people are still in shelters in Louisiana 

and Mississippi and thousands more remain with friends, family, 

and in motels. Feeding operations continue to operate in the 

affected states. 

     Moderate to major flooding occurred from southeastern 

Louisiana to the western Florida panhandle. Damage assess-

ments are underway in Florida, Mississippi, Alabama and      

Louisiana.  All 64 Parishes in Louisiana have declared a state of 

emergency. Severe flooding occurred in Plaquemines Parish 

when an 18-mile stretch of levee was overtopped. Severe 

flooding occurred in Slidell due to heavy storm surge off of 

Lake Pontchartrain. Substantial damage also occurred in St John 

the Baptist Parish and Tammany Parish.  At least 13,000 homes 

are damaged across Louisiana. 

 

Preparing and Responding 

     Our partners at Church World Service are continuing to 

work with state, regional and local Voluntary Organizations 

Active in Disaster, or VOADs, the Federal Emergency Manage-

ment Agency, FEMA, and CWS-member denominations and 

other agencies to determine where material goods are needed.  

     Through Church World Service and our wide ecumenical 

network, Week of Compassion‘s response will include debris 

removal, warehousing and distribution of supplies, emotional 

and spiritual care, providing personnel for feeding and shelter-

ing operations and volunteer management. When the initial 

response phase ends, CWS and its member communions — 

including Week of Compassion and Disciples Volunteering as 

Disciples representatives — will assist with the long-term   

recovery of the communities and the many activities that will 

be required to rebuild homes, lives and communities. 

     Week of Compassion has provided grants to families     

affected by flooding and has scheduled a pastoral visit in part-

nership with Disciples Volunteering and Great River Region 

Staff to visit affected communities, local partners, and discuss 

possibilities for long term and more immediate response.  As 

we gather information, we will pass it along to you. 

     Many communities affected by Isaac were impacted by 

Katrina seven years ago; several of these communities are still 

recovering.  If you would like to help support our response to 

Isaac and reach out in Courageous Compassion, you can give at 

www.weekofcompassion.org.  Also, information on Clean-up 

Buckets is available www.churchworldservice.org.   
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Advent Retreat for Women 

Hope for the 
Holy Days 

  

Saturday December 8th  

9 AM to 3 PM 
 

At the Herald B. Monroe Lodge, Camp Christian  

Leaders: Margot Connor and Kay McGlinchey 
  

Cost $35 by November 30th ($40 December 1st and after) 

Come for a slumber party the night before for an additional $25.00 

Next day breakfast included with overnight lodging. 
 

A day of reflection, prayer, conversation and crafts. 
 

Register: www.ccinoh.org  

http://www.pulf.org
http://www.weekofcompassion.org/updates/2012/9/7/gulf-coast-update.html
http://www.weekofcompassion.org
http://www.churchworldservice.org
http://www.ccinoh.org


160th Anniversary 
     October will be a Home-

coming month when the    

Bellefontaine church celebrates 

our Heritage of 160 years as a 

church family here in Bellefon-

taine.  During the month we 

have planned each Sunday to 

recognize those who helped 

build our rich Heritage of Faith. 

On the first Sunday, October 

7th, we will honor and remember the many ministers who have 

lead our Faith journey.  The 2nd Sunday, October 14th, we'll 

honor and recognize all those who have brought the beauty of 

music for our enjoyment.  Since 1881 Sunday School has always 

been very strong in our church.  On October 21st. we will  

recognize this very important nurturing of our Faith.   On the 

last Sunday, October 28th, we will focus on our active Out-

reach programs throughout the 160 years.  Rev. Dr. LaTaunya 

Bynum, Regional Associate Pastor will be our guest speaker.  A 

congregational luncheon will close our month long celebration 

of our 160 year Heritage. 

     A Heritage Quilt designed by Joan Valentine and made by 

our women of the church will be on display throughout the 

month as well as many pictures and articles preserved by our 

past & present Historians. 

New Addition 

 

1st row L to R: Betsy Libby--Zach Bennett--Sue Neil--Pastor Pam Bruno 

2nd row L to R: Shelby & Scott Mingus--Mort DeHoff 
 

     On Sunday, Sept. 9, the Alliance First Christian Church on 

West Beech Street held a service of dedication for its new  

addition. The 3,000 square foot addition was begun in the 

Spring of 2012 at the east end of the existing structure and 

includes three new classrooms, two storage rooms, restrooms, 

and has an outdoor patio. Sue Neil, Capital Campaign       

Chairperson, introduced Scott & Shelby Mingus of J. Herbert 

Construction, General Contractor; Betsy Libby of Tom 

Klingensmith Architect; and Zach Bennett of Consumers     

National Bank, Alliance Branch.  

     Project Chairman, Mort DeHoff thanked those present for 

their support and determination to complete the project when 

it became apparent that increased space was needed.  

     Pastor Pam Bruno congratulated the church family for their 

dedication and faith in helping the church to grow spiritually 

and numerically, and she closed the dedication service with 

prayer. 
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150th Celebration 
     First Christian Church in 

Wauseon will be celebrating its 

sesquicentennial October 13-14, 

2012.   Our celebration will be-

gin on Saturday afternoon at 4:00 

p.m. with an informal open house 

which will include good food, and 

an opportunity for fellowship.  There will be displays in our  

fellowship hall reflecting much of our 150 years.  At 6:00 p.m. 

we will move to the sanctuary to view a DVD that we have put 

together for this celebration.  An old-fashioned hymn sing and 

vesper service will follow.   

     The formal service of worship and celebration will be held 

on Sunday morning at 10:45 a.m. in our sanctuary.  This service 

will include much music and singing, as well as participation from 

former ministers and ―Timothys‖ of our church.  Our guest 

preacher for the morning will be the Rev. Dr. William Edwards, 

Regional Pastor and President of the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) in Ohio.   A potluck dinner with meat and 

beverages provided will follow our worship celebration.  

     We certainly hope you can be a part of this wonderful   

celebration in the life of our church.  If you cannot attend, but 

would like to include a letter of memories or good wishes, you 

may send your thoughts to 129 E. Elm St.  Wauseon, OH 

43567, or email them to us at fcchurch@wauseonfcc.org. 

CROP Hunger Walk 
     The CROP Hunger Walk is the oldest 

charity walk in the United States and takes 

place in some 2,000 communities around 

the country.  Throughout the years 

neighbors of different faiths, cultures and ages have walked   

together as people of faith in the fight to end hunger. 

     This year we walk around the theme of food sustainability.  

The statistics around hunger are staggering.  Hunger kills more 

people each year than AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria combined.  

Nearly one billion people in the world live on less than the 

equivalent of 2 ounces of rice per day.  Through the support of 

CROP Hunger Walkers, Church World Service is able to    

provide sustainable, long-lasting solutions to some of the 

world‘s most vulnerable regions. For example, one walker who 

raises $120 can provide a bean silo to a village in Central  

America, giving that village a source of food security for several 

years.  Now just imagine the difference that we can make when 

we walk together! 

     To get your church involved in a CROP Hunger Walk visit 

www.cropwalk.org and click Ohio on the map or enter your 

ZIP code to find the walk nearest to you.  If you don‘t see a 

walk near you and are interested in starting a walk you can call 

the Church World Service/CROP regional office at 614-481-

4416.  We hope you will join us!  

 

Is your congregation or district doing  

something amazing?  Tell us about it!!  

ccio@ccinoh.org 

mailto:fcchurch@wauseonfcc.org
http://www.cropwalk.org
mailto:ccio@ccinoh.org


Alternative 

Christmas Ideas 

for Churches 
Include Global Ministries  

Alternative Christmas in your 

congregation's preparations  

for celebration of  

Advent and Christmas! 

 

     Global Ministries will send you a suggested project list and 

information on the listed projects for your Alternative Christ-

mas giving table. Or, if you wish to promote a particular Global 

Ministries project from the list or from our website, we will 

help customize a list with information on that particular      

project. We also will provide Global Ministries Christmas 

cards in order for the Givers to notify their honorees of their 

Alternative Christmas gift. We also will send information forms 

for those wanting our office in Indianapolis to notify recipients 

of Alternative Christmas gifts given in their honor. Once you 

set up a table with these items you are all set to go! 

     If your activity encourages individuals to give Alternative 

Christmas gifts in honor of loved ones, they may select from 

our list of suggested projects for Christmas, or you may      

develop your own list of projects from those that are posted 

on our website www.globalministries.org in the section "Special 

Projects" under each geographic Mission Area.  

     Each Giver should give you a check written to Global     

Ministries, with the project or projects to be supported and 

"Alternative Christmas" on the memo line.  Global Ministries 

Christmas Cards will be provided for gift givers to personalize 

and give to the gift recipient if they wish.   Or, if the Giver pre-

fers, s/he should fill out the information form telling us who is 

the recipient of their Alternative Christmas gift (you should 

send that to us with the check) and our office will notify the 

honoree with a Global Ministries Christmas card and photo of 

the project sent out from Indianapolis. 
 

     You, as the host, should collect the checks and information 

cards and send them directly to: 
 

Global Ministries 

Office of Resource Development 

P.O.  Box 1986 

Indianapolis, IN 46206 
 

After receiving your packet of checks and information cards, 

Global Ministries will: 

 Send a thank-you letter and charitable gift receipt to each 

shopper. 

 Send out notification cards if the donor desires. 

 

     All gifts to Global Ministries, including those for Alternative 

Christmas, are sent in their entirety to international partners 

for the designated purpose.  No administrative fees are taken 

from gifts such as these because of the faithful giving from local 

churches to Our Church's Wider Mission (UCC) and the    

Disciples Mission Fund. 

     For more information, contact: Special Projects Resource 

Development, 317-713-2555  or gifts@dom.disciples.org.  
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Youth Week:  

October 28th –  

November 3rd 
     Youth Week is a special 

time to recognize the youth in 

your congregation and cele-

brate their gifts  and contribu-

tions  to  the  faith  community.  The suggested  time for  youth  

week each year falls  between  the  last  Sunday  of October  

and the  first Sunday of November. Choose one of those Sun-

days to engage youth In a creative way in the morning worship. 

     During the week, plan something special to recognize the 

youth in your congregation. This would be a good time to work 

on boosting your attendance at youth activities, or to have a 

midweek event celebrating youth. It could also be a time to    

be- gin planning for the upcoming year in setting some goals 

and objectives, evaluating how the present year has gone so far, 

and checking out what‘s on the agenda for the rest of the    

current year. 

     This  week  may  not  be  the  best  time  for  you…  and  

that‘s  okay.  You have  51  other weeks from which to choose! 

For more information, go to www.discipleshomemissions.org/

pages/GYC. 

Celebrate World Food Day 
     Sunday, October 16 is World Food Day.  This annual event 

is an opportunity to increase our awareness and understanding 

of hunger, malnutrition and food insecurity. It also is a time to 

rededicate ourselves to living in right relationship with our 

neighbors and with the earth, saving lives and creating a more 

just food system for all. 

    Poor nutrition plays a role in the deaths of 5 million children 

each year, and nearly 1 billion people around the world are 

undernourished. Difficult economic conditions in the U.S. are 

making it more challenging for many people to feed their fami-

lies here at home, too. We can and must help end hunger and 

in so doing, be good stewards of God‘s creation. 

     Adequate nutrition shapes a child‘s and a country‘s future. 

There is a critical window of opportunity in the 1,000 days 

from pregnancy through age two during which nutrition can 

have a measurable, lasting impact on growth, brain develop-

ment and more.  The impact of malnutrition during the first 

1,000 days is irreversible—but these ill effects are preventable. 

     The world produces enough food to feed everyone. World 

agriculture produces 17 percent more calories per person  

today than it did 30 years ago, despite a 70 percent population 

increase. This is enough to provide everyone in the world with 

at least 2,720 calories per person per day. 

     Many people in the world do not have sufficient arable land 

to grow, or enough money to purchase sufficient food. Food 

prices are rising and experts worry about this trend worsening 

in the future. This can make it difficult to afford fresh, healthy 

food. Even in the United States some neighborhoods are 

known as ―food deserts‖ because it is difficult, if not impossible, 

to locate fresh fruit or vegetables to buy at any price. 

     To learn more and to get resources, visit 

www.churchworldservice.org/food. 

http://globalministries.org/get-involved/special-giving-opportunities/alternative-christmas-1.html
http://www.discipleshomemissions.org/pages/GYC
http://www.discipleshomemissions.org/pages/GYC
http://www.churchworldservice.org/food


Woodruff takes larger role with HELM 
     Higher Education and Leadership      

Ministries (HELM) welcomed Rev. Hollie 

Woodruff as director of HELM undergradu-

ate student programs August 1. As director 

of undergraduate programs, Woodruff will 

resource the HELM Leadership Fellows and 

develop a revised program for the 2012-

2013 academic year. 

     ―We are thrilled that Hollie is willing to 

expand her work with our ministry,‖ said Dennis Landon,  

President of HELM. ―She will be at the center of our work to 

nurture and support the young leaders who will revitalize 

Christian community and witness in the next generation.‖ 

     Woodruff will continue to work with HELM‘s Student Ecu-

menical Partnership and in particular with the planning for 

Share 2014, the next national gathering of Disciples and UCC 

students.  

     ―I think this generation will challenge and question the  cur-

rent systems, and will be bold and brave enough to move the 

church forward,‖ said Woodruff, a chaplain at Barton College.     

     ―I love seeing students discover this about themselves and 

grow into solid leaders. The most exciting part of my ministry 

is watching students be transformed over their four years.‖ 

     Higher Education and Leadership Ministries is a general  

ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) that   

nurtures the next generation of leaders through relationships 

with students, educational institutions and the whole church. 

Yu 2012 Faithful Servant 
     Disciples History (Disciples of Christ 

Historical Society) presented Reverend Dr. 

Guenhee Yu the 2012 Faithful Servant 

Award at the North American Pacific Asian 

Disciple convocation in Orange, Calif.  Given 

annually, the award recognizes individuals 

who have given an extra measure of service 

to causes in the whole Church. 

     The award was presented by Dr. Glenn Thomas Carson, 

president of Disciples of Christ Historical Society. ―The lifetime 

of service that Dr. Yu has given to the Church is only trumped 

by the wisdom he has offered to Disciples the world over,‖ said 

Dr. Carson. 

     Dr. Guenhee Yu served as Executive Pastor for NAPAD 

until his retirement in 2011. A native of Korea, he immigrated 

to Nashville, Tennessee in 1971. His service includes: Head 

Chaplain at Turney Center State Prison in Tennessee; Chaplain 

at Veterans Administration Medical Center and Meharry    

Medical Center both in Nashville, Tennessee; and Affiliate   

Professor of Pastoral Care and Counseling at Christian Theo-

logical Seminary.  Educated at Seoul Christian University, 

George Peabody College for Teachers, Vanderbilt University 

and the University of Tennessee at Nashville, Dr. Yu has given a 

lifetime of service throughout the life of the Church. 

Churches being targeted for metal theft 

     For the third time in recent months, First Christian in 

Omaha had metal stolen from their property, as reported both 

in the newspaper and on local TV.  According to the Insurance 

Board, theft is the most frequent cause of property claims for 

churches. The claims are relatively small compared to the de-

ductible, so there‘s a strong incentive to deter theft losses.  

Recently, thieves have targeted sources of copper, prominently 

contained in plumbing and heating systems. Copper is traded 

on a world market where its value rose 140 percent in 2009. 

So, while the copper market is ―hot‖ extra vigilance is required. 

Air conditioning compressors commonly sit outside the build-

ing they serve and many church buildings may sit unoccupied 

for significant parts of the day or week. That makes an easy 

target for thieves if the AC units are not protected. Here are 

some tips, but make sure the costs are favorable compared to 

the deductible amount of the church policy. 

 Install exterior lighting turned on by motion detectors (and 

test them). 

 Keep landscaping away from air conditioning so thieves 

cannot be concealed. 

 Consider upgrades to your security system, including   

cameras.  

 Add audible alarms triggered by attempts to move     

equipment or cut a refrigerant line. 

 Paint your copper – Recyclers won‘t touch it and the 

thieves know it. 

 Install tamper resistant screws or a theft-deterring cage. 
  

     Local law enforcement authorities would also be a good 

source for tips on making a building less attractive to metal 

thieves. See the complete list on the Insurance Board website. 
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Northeastern Region installs 

new Regional Minister 
     The Northeastern Region of the  

Christian Church will install Rev. Mary 

Anne Glover as regional minister on Sept. 

15. Glover has served as transitional    

regional minister since 2008 and was 

unanimously elected to be permanent  

regional minister last December. 

The new regional minister says the region 

is in "re-formation", a new region start. 

This region has been on a journey of transition for 25 years and 

is now positioned to release the past to step into a new reality 

doing mission and ministry together.    

     An ordained minister of the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ), Glover has served in congregations in Indianapolis,  

Minneapolis, and Louisville, Ky.  She was also Regional Associate 

Pastor in Ohio. Glover holds a B. S. degree from East Carolina 

University, an M.Div. from Lexington Theological Seminary, and 

she was the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) representa-

tive to the Ecumenical Institute Bossey in 1991.  She has been 

vice president of the Black Ministers Fellowship, Common 

Global Ministries Board, and Church Women Staff Fellowship. 

She has been a member of the Council on Christian Unity, and 

Disciples representative on the United Church of Christ      

Executive Council, Church Women United National Board, and 

co-chaired the Greater Minneapolis Council of Churches     

Beyond Racism Together Committee. 

http://www.helmdisciples.org/
http://www.stepnetwork.org/
http://www.stepnetwork.org/
http://www.insuranceboard.org/assets/AgentDocuments/CopperTheftPrevention-2010.pdf


 Dates: Saturday, July 13 through Wednesday, July 17, 2013 

 Location: Orange County Convention Center, Orlando, 

Florida 

 Theme: "Lord, Teach Us To Pray" 

 Scriptural Basis: Luke 11:1-4 "He was praying in a certain 

place, and after he had finished, 

one of his disciples said to him, 

'Lord, teach us to pray, as John 

taught his disciples.' He said to 

them, 'When you pray, 

say:  Father, hallowed be your 

name. Your kingdom come. Give 

us each day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our sins, for we our-

selves forgive everyone indebted 

to us. And do not bring us to the 

time of trial.'" (NRSV) 

 Registration Opened: July 13, 2012 

Early Registration Discounts Deadline: April 1, 2013 

A Different Kind of Adventure 

     Adventure Camp is an organized camp that usually centers 

around one or more fun, outdoor activities, sponsored by the 

Christian Church In Ohio. Past camps have included backpack-

ing, canoeing, bicycling, hiking and photography. BUT the     

adventure is not just in the journey and the activity… it‘s also 

the adventure of seeking God in our travels. 

     This year, we canoed down five rivers in five days, camping 

each night near the riverbed. We travelled from Loudonville 

almost to Zanesville. The scenery was beautiful and the 

weather was wonderful. 

     But the real story of Adventure Camp is what happens in 

the interaction between the campers and our relationship with 

God. Each day includes morning devotions and evening       

worship, with prayer interspersed throughout each day —

prayers of thanks for meals, safe travels, and prayers for gear 

that may or may not be working correctly, etc. 

     This year‘s travel plan included two portages (carrying our 

gear around and over two dams which are not safe to travel 

through). Our first portage, on Monday, was over the huge 

Mohawk Dam, near Warsaw, Ohio. Having canoed approxi-

mately 20 miles that day, in 80+ degree weather, we were hot 

and exhausted by the time we arrived. We still needed to get 

all the gear & canoes UP that steep slope. 

     That Monday afternoon, during our trek up the hill to put 

our gear into the car, we came across another pair of canoeists 

who were also attempting the same portage. The man ex-

plained that they were to have met his brother (with his car) at 

the dam, and then camped together somewhere downriver for 

a few days. However, they‘d arrived a day early and were now 

facing this climb up and over the dam on foot. It was Tim‘s car 

we‘d left behind and, as he‘s usually a good-hearted soul, Tim 

agreed to help transport the couple and their gear to the camp-

grounds at which we would all be staying, on the other side of 

the dam. It took a couple of hours to unload and haul three 

fully-packed canoes, one-by-one, to the top of the hill and get 

everyone across to the camp. We then went our separate 

ways. We didn‘t see the couple on Tuesday morning, but pro-

ceeded on our day‘s journey which would end at Six-Mile Dam, 

near Coshocton. At the end of Tuesday‘s route, we pulled in to 

shore just past a sign which warned that the dam was ahead. 

After scouting on foot and a bit further via canoe, we could find 

only one ―suitable‖ portage route —- a LONG, poison ivy-lined 
 

Continued in the next column  
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A different kind of adventure continued 

path. However, across the river, we‘d noticed that someone 

had set up camp. It turned out to be the couple from the     

previous day. They‘d been able to meet up with the man‘s 

brother ...who had met and transported them from the previous 

evening‘s campground … in his pickup truck…. Which was pull-

ing a trailer …. wide enough to hold two canoes!!! We‘d wasted 

quite a bit of time trying to find the best route (it was now 

around 3:00 p.m.) and had to make a decision before we ran out 

of time to travel the final six miles between Six-Mile Dam and 

that evening‘s campsite. We decided that Tim should row 

across and ask the campers if they‘d be gracious enough to now 

haul US around the dam. 

     They happily agreed. Not only did they help haul and load, 

but they drove us directly to that night‘s campground, saving us 

several more hours of paddling that day! 

     I‘ve seen several quotes lately that indicate how you can 

measure the character of a person by how they treat someone 

who can do nothing for them. When he agreed to help our  

canoeing friends, Tim had no idea that we‘d need THEIR help 

the next day. 

     And what a wonderful circle of grace when those people 

aided us in ways more than we had hoped! 

     So, you see, Adventure Camp always IS an adventure. Not 

only did we see God in the beauty of the sights around us but in 

the hearts of strangers and the kindnesses shown one another. 

God did, indeed, watch over us. 

     NEXT YEAR we‘re thinking of doing a few weekend        

canoeing trips instead of a week-long adventure. We hope you‘ll 

consider joining us and discovering new, faith filled adventures 

of your own! 
  

In Christ‟s Love, Diana Tyler 

North Eaton Christian Church, Grafton 
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Reconciliation Moment for Mission 

“and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not 

disappoint us, because God‟s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy 

Spirit . . .” Romans 5: 4-5 
 

     Church, we have our work cut out for us! From one day to the next jobless 

rates and gas prices are either up or down. Human relationships are faltering - fix-

ated on each other‘s faults. While the media continues highlight our troubles, we 

Disciples highlight hope. The scripture in Romans 5 reminds us that our hope is not 

in vain. Our suffering and even our failures ―produce endurance, and endurance 

character, and character hope - hope that does not disappoint. . .‖ Our hope is in 

God, who gave us the Good News in Jesus Christ.  It is this Good News that we 

proclaim in the witness and ministry of Reconciliation. Recently we received the 

following testimony from a ministry that benefited from your gifts to the Recon-

ciliation Ministry special offering: 

     ―Because of the grant that our local congregation-based organizing network 

BREAD (Building Responsibility, Equality and Dignity) received from Reconciliation 

Ministry, our congregation has been a part of a movement that actually changes 

systems - whether it is predatory lending, education, institutional racism, or unfair 

housing practices. Our church is one 54 faith communities that work together to 

―do justice‖ in the city of Columbus. This year we are working collaboratively on 

Juvenile Justice. Last year we were able to reduce by half the number of youth in 

detention. I have learned that the work of ―doing justice‖ is slow and it cannot be 

done by alone. It requires perseverance and the willingness to work with others. 

This work has been a blessing and transforming for me and my church. One of my 

members reported that because of this work, she now reads the paper differently.  

I recommend this kind of collaborative work to other churches.‖ 
 

Your giving to Reconciliation Ministry is changing lives and communities. Thank you for your generosity. 


