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Proclaiming the Gospel  

Rev. Thaddaeus Allen 

Visiting Regional Minister 
 

“Marks of a Faithful  

Regional Church” is an     

important document that all  

regions have adopted and     

reaffirmed over the years.  

These marks are excellent    

signposts for regional church life.  

In the coming months we will be 

lifting these up for own         

information and edification.   

 

Proclaiming the Gospel is the first of twelve and it 

asserts and makes clear that “The Region gives spiritual 

leadership, enables the ministry of evangelization, and 

calls a Regional Minister who serves as a sign of the 

unity of the church in sacrament and service.” 

 

The Christian Church in Ohio is a parish, an ecclesia, and is 

a body with a defined membership and shared mission.  As 

a “congregation” of God’s very own, our work is to    

proclaim the gospel.  We, as a region, are called to share 

the good news in all of the places we will live, work and 

play.  The very essence of the regional church is to be a 

church that freely and lovingly embodies and shares the 

Good News of Jesus Christ!  Our very place in the    

economy of the church is to proclaim the gospel in all that 

we do and in all that we are.   

 

This is important so that the region is not inadvertently 

relegated to being (or being viewed and understood as) a 

program provider or an optional vendor of religious    

services.  We are a people who are united, called to give 

leadership to the ministry of evangelism.  It is not unusual 

for Ohio Disciples to catch fire for their life of faith      

because they have been touched by the ministry of this 

region.  We hear the many stories of lives changed and 

committed at Camp Christian.  Our retreats and service 

opportunities, too, provide holy avenues for our          

corporate sharing of the Good News and grace of God.   

 
Continued in the next column 

Proclaiming the Gospel continued 

 

One of the great joys of my life has been the privilege of 

call to serve as a regional pastor.  Serving the servants of 

the regional church is a calling that is rooted in this first 

mark.  This ministry is a visible reminder of our oneness 

(Christian Unity is still our Polar Star), and it is great fun 

connecting members one with another across the      

congregation that is our region. Together we are better, 

and we are too important to ever be left alone! Preach-

ing, celebrating Holy Communion, and being present at 

times of celebration and pain are important ways that the 

region as one church Proclaims the Gospel.  We are 

called to embody it, everywhere and always.  Proclaiming 

the Gospel, Mark #1, is the currency of the regional 

church.   
 

Be well and Godspeed, 
 

+Thad 
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New CCIO Program Director 
We are excited to announce the    

hiring of our new part-time Program 

Director, Rev. Alan Dicken!   

 

Here’s a brief message from Alan: 
 

Hello Ohio!  As we enter into a new year 

and a new season for the Christian 

Church in Ohio, I am thrilled to be    

partnering with you all in service to the 

gospel of Jesus Christ throughout our state.  For many of us, 

this is a time when we are still figuring out how to come    

together as a regional church that can build healthy relation-

ships to equip us for meaningful ministry.  I see this as an   

opportunity for supporting the good and faithful work being 

done in Ohio, while collectively discerning God's creative vision 

for how we are called to move forward together in new and 

joyful ways.  I am energized by this opportunity to serve God 

alongside all of you as together we strive to do justice, love 

mercy, and walk humbly with our God.  Thank you all!   
 

Peace and Love, 

Rev. Alan Dicken 
 

Please join us in welcoming Alan and wishing him well!!  

Alan’s CCIO email address is adicken@ccinoh.org.  

mailto:adicken@ccinoh.org
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The Free Store at Camp Christian 
 

The Free Store at Camp Christian has been up and     

running since early fall!  Thank you so much to those who 

have donated items, money and time to make this      

ministry work.  We are open every Wednesday, 5:30-

7pm.  Please contact Wendy at 614-832-9679 if you 

would like to donate or volunteer. 

 

We had a beautiful 

Christmas event with 

over 40 people volun-

teering their time and 

resources to make it 

happen (25 of those 

vo l unt ee r s  were 

kids!)  Several church-

es collected for us as 

well. 

 

We were able to   

provide gifts for 30 

families (72 kids) this 

year.  The families 

were able to select a 

blanket, stuffed animal, 

hat, scarf, gloves, and 2-3 fun gifts for each child.  Our 

dedicated gift wrappers got everything wrapped up with a 

smile. Families were able to enjoy a delicious ham, potato 

au gratin and roasted carrot meal while enjoying the      

beautiful jazz music provided by Vernon Hairston.  It was 

a festive and joyous occasion.  Thank you for helping 

make this happen! 

Regional Calendar    February - Mid July 
 

February 2020 
 

3 Regional Church Council Zoom Conference Call  

 Meeting – 6:30pm 
*8 Camp Christian Work Day, 8:00am –Dark 

16 Week of Compassion Special Offering (1 of 2) 
17 Spiritual Life Team meeting at Camp Christian 

18 Regional Elders Meeting at Camp Christian, 10:00am 
18 Commission on Ministry Team 1 Meeting at  

 Northwest Christian Church, Columbus 
*18-20 Spiritual Life Retreat for Ministers at Camp 
*21-23 C.Y.F. Retreat at Camp Christian 

22 Week of Compassion Workshop at Disciples   
 Christian Church, Cleveland Heights 10:00am 

23 Week of Compassion Special Offering (2 of 2) 
26 Ash Wednesday 
 

March 
 

30 Workshop for Ministers at Camp Christian 
 

April 
 

4-5 Regional Youth Council Spring Meeting 

10 Good Friday, RCO Closed 
12 Easter Sunday 

18 Commission on Ministry Team 2 Meeting at  
 Northwest Christian Church, Columbus 

23 Commission on Ministry Team 1 Meeting at First 
 Christian Church, Wadsworth 
 

May 
 

2 Camp Christian Market Day 
22-24 Disciples Fellowship Retreat at Camp Christian 

25 Memorial Day, RCO Closed 
 

June 
 

*5-6 Grandparents Camp at Camp Christian 
*7-13 Chi Rho Camp Emmaus at Camp Christian 

13 Commission on Ministry Team 2 Meeting at First 
 Christian Church, Kent 

*14-20 Otter Camp at Camp Christian 
15-19 Adult Conference at Northwest Christian Church, 

 Columbus 
*21-27 CYF Conference Week #1 at Camp Christian 

*28- Jul 1 Ribbit Camp at Camp Christian 
 

July (through the 18th only) 
 

3 4th of July observed, RCO Closed 

*5-11 CYF Conference #2 at Camp Christian 
*12-18 Chi Rho Camp Corinth at Camp Christian 

 
RCO = Regional Church Office 

* Online Registration is now available 

For the full Calendar- http://www.ccinoh.org/calendar/regional.aspx 

Is something wonderful happening  

in the life of your Congregation?   

Tell us about it!!  ccio@ccinoh.org 

http://www.ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx?events=8748&action=details
https://www.weekofcompassion.org/2020.html
http://www.ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx?events=8512&action=details
http://www.ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx?events=8672&action=details
http://www.ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx?events=8810&action=details
https://www.weekofcompassion.org/2020.html
http://www.ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx?events=8780&action=details
http://www.ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx?events=8603&action=details
http://www.ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx?events=8606&action=details
http://www.ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx?events=8608&action=details
http://www.ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx?events=8610&action=details
http://www.ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx?events=8612&action=details
http://www.ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx?events=8614&action=details
http://www.ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx?events=8617&action=details
http://www.ccinoh.org/calendar/regional.aspx
mailto:ccio@ccinoh.org
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Week of Compassion Workshop 
 

Rev. Vy Nguyen, Executive Director 

February 22 at 10:00am 

Disciples Christian Church,  

Cleveland Heights 

 
Many Disciples church members have heard of Week of 

Compassion, (www.weekofcompassion.org) and may 

know it responds to emergencies around the world, but 

don’t have a real connection with this vital Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ) ministry.  Vy will be at     

Disciples Christian Church in Cleveland Heights the 

weekend of February 22-23 to speak and interpret the 

ministries of Week of Compassion.   

 

While he will be preaching on Sunday morning, Feb. 23 at 

the 10 am worship, the congregation will host a WORK-

SHOP on Saturday, Feb. 22, from 10:00 am to 11:30 am.  

Vy will lead participants through a participatory experi-

ence to help all present understand the scope of Week of 

Compassion’s global relief and development work.   

 

You are invited to bring your outreach team and/or 

church leaders to this workshop.  Coffee and brunch 

snacks will be provided, AND ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

Please reply to Roger McKinney at rlmck5@yahoo.com 

to indicate how many may attend from your church, or 

with questions.   

Camp Christian Ministry Associates 
 

If you are a young adult with a calling to service, then 

YOU are a perfect candidate to apply for the position of a 

Ministry Associate at Camp Christian for the summer of 

2020. All applicants must have graduated High School in 

2019 or before and be 18 or older at the time of         

employment.  Applications are due back no later than   

Saturday, February 1, 2020. 
 

Our Camp is truly a place where people encounter Jesus 

Christ in a real and significant manner.  You can be part of 

that wonderful ministry in 2020!! 
 

Please keep in mind that if you are not sure about 

your school, internship, or work situation this  

summer just yet, that’s OK!! Schedule conflicts can be 

discussed as we get closer to Summer. 
 

If you or a young person you know would be interested in 

this fun and fulfilling summer service ministry, please apply 

today! http://www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian/summer-

programs/ministry-associates.aspx  

Camp Christian Committee Web Presence 
 

There is now a Camp Christian Committee website as 

well as Social Media pages!! Please check out AND    

FOLLOW these pages to keep up with the work of, and 

communications from the Camp Christian Committee. 
  

*Website - https://mycampchristian.com/ 
  

*Facebook and Twitter - @mycampchristian 
  

*Instagram – mycampchristian 
  

These pages will have constant movement about the 

Who, What, When, Where, and Why about Camp   

Christian from the work being done by the volunteers 

who make up the Camp Christian Committee. 
  

Here we go on this new path to doing a new things in 

order to bring new life, energy, and resources to Camp 

Christian! 

Get Connected! 
 

Each one of us has our preferred methods of getting    

information, so the Christian Church in Ohio is making 

efforts to be accessible in many different ways. Below is a 

list of all of our different contacts.  We hope you will 

connect with us, get information through, and/or        

correspond with us via one or more of these mediums. 
 

Mail: 

10335 Maple Dell Rd 

Marysville, OH 43040 

 

Phone: 

614-433-0343 

 

Fax: 

614-433-7285 

 

 

Website: 

www.ccinoh.org 

 

Email: 

ccio@ccinoh.org 

(or email directly to any Regional Staff Member) 
 

Facebook: 

Christian Church in Ohio Group or Page 

(Camp Christian also has its own Page) 

 

Twitter: 

@OhioRegion & @CampChristianOH 
      

We’d love to hear from you!! 

http://www.weekofcompassion.org
mailto:rlmck5@yahoo.com
http://www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian/summer-programs/ministry-associates.aspx
http://www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian/summer-programs/ministry-associates.aspx
http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=1619&m=1741&nl=5&s=9c3c7deb9e99beb474e0ee9bd02f9173&lid=7009&l=-https--mycampchristian.com/
http://www.ccinoh.org
mailto:ccio@ccinoh.org
http://www.ccinoh.com/about-us/regional-staff.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/groups/36179687653/?ref=br_tf
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Christian-Church-in-Ohio/177748945661086?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Camp-Christian/111676095537366
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Week of Compassion 

February 16-23, 2020 

 

"You are God's field, God's building." 

 

In your church today, you have the opportunity to build 

something miraculous, to plant seeds of new life. Where 

God’s people have suffered loss, you are invited to invest 

in the future. When you give to Week of Compassion, 

your gift travels to places where disaster or poverty has 

caused great suffering. Through your generosity, we    

empower communities to grow new kinds of crops in a 

changing climate; we support youth education and       

vocational training; we rebuild homes and churches and 

help provide needed supplies after disasters; and we    

empower women with skills to support their family and 

their neighbors. 

 

In these and so many other places, we are co-workers in 

the kingdom of God. Building, planting, watering… and 

trusting that God gives growth to all good gifts shared in 

faith. 

 

For more information and resources for the Week 

of Compassion Special Offering, go to 
 

https://www.weekofcompassion.org/2020.html 

NBA Incubate Initiative 
 

The NBA incubates new ministries, 

empowering Disciples-led health and 

social service projects to focus on 

their growth, strengthen their     

impact, and work toward sustainability. 
 

The NBA Incubate Initiative strives to encourage and  

support the development of new and innovative health 

and social service ministries and organizations by        

Disciples. These ministries, in turn, inform and inspire 

fellow Disciples throughout our communities and across 

the life of the church. Together, we expand the church's 

understanding of and capacity for health and social service 

ministry as part of Christ's work in the world. 
 

The goal of this initiative is to support and empower new 

Disciple-related health and social service organizations, 

projects, and ministries—what we’re also calling social 

enterprises—to focus on their growth, strengthen their 

impact, and work toward sustainability. “Incubate”      

represents an environment of support with a menu of 

resources that the initiative has available to new social 

enterprises in the early years of their development. 

Those resources vary depending on whether a project is 

involved in the initiative as a participant or a partner. 
 

For more information and ways you can get involved, go 

to https://www.nbacares.org/incubate  

 

Work Day at Camp Christian 
 

Saturday, February 8, 2020 

From 8:00am until Dark 

Attend as you are able 
 

All outside work on the lower     

Campus clearing brush, cutting down 

some trees, and chopping fire wood. 
 

Please wear heavy duty, and tempera-

ture appropriate work clothes, boots, 

and gloves.  
 

Anyone under the age of 18 MUST have a legal parent 

or guardian attending and working with them. 
 

Lunch will be provided. 
 

There is no charge to participate, but please complete the 

online sign up at http://ccinoh.org/events_details.aspx?

id=449 or email CampChristian@ccinoh.org.  
 

If you have any questions about this or want to bring 

some of your own equipment, please contact Campsite 

Manager Ted Nelson directly at 614-214-4860. 

https://www.weekofcompassion.org/2020.html
https://www.nbacares.org/incubate
http://ccinoh.org/events_details.aspx?id=449
http://ccinoh.org/events_details.aspx?id=449
mailto:CampChristian@ccinoh.org


Camp Christian Summer Programs 2020 
 

The Camp Christian Summer 2020 Camp and           

Conference registration forms and information are now 

available through our website.  They are all available for 

download in one place on the Summer Forms,      

Downloads, and Links page. They can all also be accessed 

through each of the Ministry's web pages and on each of 

the corresponding dates on the Regional Calen-

dar. Please feel free to post and share this information 

with as many people as possible. 

 

We also want to be sure to bring to your attention the 

option to make payments towards the registration fees. 

More information about this can be found on the       

Payment Plan PDF linked here and also on each of the 

program pages on the website. 

 

There are Summer Camps and Conferences for        

Kindergarteners all the way through adults of all ages.   

We hope to see YOU at one of these amazing         

programs!! 
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CYF Retreat 
February 21-23,2020 

At Camp Christian 
 

A retreat for all high school age youth (grades 9-12) 
 

Theme: Temptations and Tenacity:  

How does our faith help us in difficult situations to provide 

healthy habits for good decision making? 

 

With Keynote Speaker  

Rev. Alan Dicken 

CCIO Program Director 

 

Join other CYF youth from summer conference and from 

around the state as we come together at Camp Christian for a 

weekend of fun and faithful growing!  All are welcome! 

 

Registration and more information online at: http://

www.ccinoh.com/ministries/children-youth/youth-

fellowship/cyf-retreat.aspx  

Spiritual Life Retreat for Ministers 
Spouses and Retired Ministers are also invited to attend.  

February 18th – 20th at Camp Christian 
 

"Spirit Sense: Engaging the Gift of our Senses  

in the Discovery of God" 
 

Thomas Merton wrote, "The spiritual life is first of all a 

life. It is not merely something to be known and studied, it 

is to be lived." As clergypersons, the busyness of Advent, 

Christmas, and Epiphany have passed, and the season of 

Lent is just ahead on our calendars with Ash Wednesday 

on February 26th. Before that day, the Ohio Spiritual Life 

Committee invites you to take a break together and come 

away to the annual Ministers' Spiritual Life Retreat from 

February 18-20, 2020 at Camp Christian to explore "Spirit 

Sense: Engaging the Gift of our Senses in the Discovery of 

God" as clergy colleagues.  
 

Our Retreat leader is the Rev. Dave 

Long-Higgins, Transitional Confer-

ence Minister for the UCC in Ohio, 

West Virginia, and Northern Ken-

tucky, who will facilitate our two 

days of rest, relaxation, and discov-

ery together. A parish pastor for 

over 30 years, Dave’s passion is to 

see individuals and churches grow in 

their sense of the alive presence of 

God and all that this discovery calls forth to be signs of 

good news in the world so that all may flourish. 
 

The Retreat begins with registration on Tuesday at 1:00 

and ends on Thursday at noon. All retreat supplies, meals, 

and overnight accommodations are included. An optional 

Monday overnight stay at Camp is an additional $27. 

There is also a “Wednesday Only” option for $55. The 

registration fee for the whole Retreat is $110 per 

person if you register by February 10th. After the 

10th, the cost of the Retreat will be $125. You can      

register online at www.ccinoh.org or through the mail 

with the registration form. 
 

Retreat participants are asked to bring a favorite snack 

and/or beverage to share with the group. Also, please 

bring any of your favorite resources or books on         

spirituality to share on a book table during the Retreat. 
 

If you are unable to attend the retreat, you are invited to 

be in prayer support of the retreatants during this        

retreat . . . but if you cannot attend and are in need of 

prayers yourself, please email Deb Bolen at 

dhbolen@gmail.com so the retreatants may offer prayer 

support for you. 

http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=1518&m=1638&nl=5&s=777e6f0cd2b6a6bd2f77e9a3dc05ccf7&lid=6562&l=-http--www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian/summer-programs/form-downloads-and-links.aspx
http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=1518&m=1638&nl=5&s=777e6f0cd2b6a6bd2f77e9a3dc05ccf7&lid=6562&l=-http--www.ccinoh.com/camp-christian/summer-programs/form-downloads-and-links.aspx
http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=1518&m=1638&nl=5&s=777e6f0cd2b6a6bd2f77e9a3dc05ccf7&lid=6558&l=-http--www.ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx
http://campaignflow.com/lt.php?c=1518&m=1638&nl=5&s=777e6f0cd2b6a6bd2f77e9a3dc05ccf7&lid=6558&l=-http--www.ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx
http://www.ccinoh.com/media/245309/payment_flyer_and_form_2020.pdf
http://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/children-youth/youth-fellowship/cyf-retreat.aspx
http://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/children-youth/youth-fellowship/cyf-retreat.aspx
http://www.ccinoh.com/ministries/children-youth/youth-fellowship/cyf-retreat.aspx
mailto:dhbolen@gmail.com

