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Have You Done Your Christmas Shopping Yet? 
     There are two types of people:  those who wait until       

December 23 to do their Christmas shopping and those who 

have it all wrapped up by October.  No matter which type you 

are, I want to know; “This Christmas, what gift have you decided 

on for the Christian Church in Ohio?” 

     100% of the Special Day Christmas Offering stays within our 

Region to support its work on our behalf.  The 2011 offering 

theme is “Good New of Great Joy” from Luke 2:10, the account 

of the angels’ announcement of Jesus’ birth. 

     This offering is important because the Regional Church is 

only as strong as its congregations and church members make it.  

That’s why your offering is Good News. The 2011 Christmas 

Offering is more than just a “shot in the arm” at year’s end.  

Your generous gift becomes Great Joy when it offers strong and 

necessary support to the fabric of our covenantal, connected 

lives of faith such as: 
 

 Mentoring and oversight of candidates for ordination 

 Unique mission connections to Chile and the Congo 

 The sustaining reach of Camp Christian that touches      

hundreds of lives each year 

 Committed regional staff members who give the Church 

sacrificial service. 
 

     Surely a special gift, your very best offering, is something to 

anticipate now.  Perhaps this year instead of a shoebox sent off 

into the unknown you will choose to bless the known and    

familiar.  Maybe you’ll save as much as you spend and then turn 

that surplus into a gift to the Region.  Perhaps you’ll advise your 

children, “in lieu of gifts, make an offering to CCIO.” 

     Discover the Great Joy of being a herald for the Good News.  

Surely Christ has come among us as we work together through 

the Christian Church in Ohio.  That’s a gift we can reciprocate. 

 

Start planning NOW to attend 

Regional Assembly 2012 
Columbus, OH - October 19 & 20 

 

Jeremiah 29:11 
11 “For I know the plans I have for you,” 

declares the LORD, “plans to prosper 

you and not to harm you, plans to give 

you hope and a future.” (NIV) 
 

More information to come in the following months. 

Growing Disciples  

Transformation Conference 
Disciples Christian Church in Cleveland Heights, Ohio 

     Disciples Christian Church, 

where Rev. Kristine Eggert 

serves as senior minister, will 

host the “Growing Disciples 

Transformation Conference” on 

Saturday, November 5. Keynote 

speaker Randy Updegraff Spleth 

of Geist Christian Church in 

Indianapolis will address the 

topic of “Detours: The Challenging 

Journey of the 21st Century 

Church.” Other workshops during the day will feature Robin 

Hedgeman (A Jump Start for Evangelism), Janet Mers (Christian 

Coaching—A Panel Discussion), Bruce Barkhauer (Creating a   

Culture of Generosity), Franklin Circle Christian Church 

(Widening God‟s Circle Brings Spiritual Transformation), Janet Long 

(From Our Doorsteps), Jim Singleton (Church Transformation: The 

Fruit of Long Range Planning) and Disciples’ own Kris Eggert and 

Linda Walling (What‟s Worship Got To Do With It?).  

Please mark your calendars for a day of growth and          

transformation discussions. The day’s activities will include: 

8:30 am Registration & Breakfast 

9:15 am Worship & Keynote  

10:45 am Morning Workshops 

12:00 pm Lunch  

1:15 pm Afternoon Workshops 

3:00 pm Worship 

Early registration (on or before October 15) is $30, late regis-

tration (after October 15) or same-day registration is $40. 



Spiritual Insights 

Rev. Dr. William H. Edwards 
 

Good News of Great Joy 

“But the angel said to them, „Do not be 

afraid; for see—I am bringing you good 

news of great joy for all the people…” – 

Luke 2:10 

     One of the marks of great joy is that 

it seeks to share itself with other people.  

In other words, you can't keep it to 

yourself.  The angel of the Lord announced to the shepherds in 

the field and to the world Good News of Great Joy. Then later 

in Luke 2:17-18 it says that when the shepherds had seen Jesus, 

“… they made known abroad the saying which was told them     

concerning this child. And all they that heard it wondered at those 

things which were told them by the shepherds”. 

     The shepherds didn't just talk about what they saw, but 

about the life-changing "good news" they heard. It was indelibly 

written on their hearts. Joyful worship and witness like that of 

the shepherds is the result of a personal experience with the 

Christ of Christmas. They accepted the fact that he had been 

born for them personally, and they had to tell everyone they 

met the Good News of Great Joy. 

     The joy of Christmas must be shared in order to be properly 

enjoyed.  It is not a selfish joy.  We must remember that God 

has placed us where we are and given us all we have so that we 

may encourage and give to others. In other words, we have 

been loved to love and blessed to be a blessing.  True joy is  

outreach.  The joy of the good news of Jesus Christ is meant to 

be passed on to others.  Indeed, to preserve the joy of our faith, 

we must share it.  We can have joy only as we give it to others. 

People outside the Church are desperately searching for joy, 

and are attracted to those who have found it. Our expressions 

of joy can be a magnet, motivating people to consider Jesus. 

During the upcoming Advent\Christmas season, we are given 

another opportunity to realize our Lord Jesus Christ's presence; 

to celebrate the gift of his birth to this world; to keep alive the 

sense of wonder and mystery of Christmas; to appreciate the 

Good News of Great Joy as told in the Christmas story. 

     Across the life of the Christian Church in Ohio, there are 

exciting stories of Good News of Great Joy about new congre-

gations being established, existing congregations being renewed 

and transformed, and leaders equipped for ministry. Great 

things are taking place as we are joining God in God’s mission 

for the sake of the world. Together, we can answer God's call 

to be a "covenant network of congregations in mission" by   

supporting current and future ministries through the 2011 

Christmas Offering. 

     In this holy season let us reach out to those broken lives that 

feel no joy. Let us share the Good News of Great Joy that will 

lead others to God’s gift of love through Christ Jesus our Savior. 

     Please allow me to also use this opportunity to express deep 

appreciation for all the ways you support God’s work in the 

Regional Church, be it through prayer, leadership and atten-

dance at regional events, or financial offerings. Many peoples 

lives have been blessed with the love of God through your   

support of the Christian Church in Ohio. 
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Message from Regional Associate Pastor, 

Rev. Stephen Bentley 
     I am probably like many out there wondering, “What is the 

essence of the Christian Faith or of Christian teaching?”  Can 

this be put in a nut shell?  In my time of Sabbatical this summer 

I spent many hours hiking the Appalachian Trail and the Metro 

Park trails around Columbus and I had plenty of opportunity to 

ponder this question.  If I were to boil the essence of Christian-

ity down, what I find is:  relationships.  Jesus was asked on   

several occasions, “What is the first and greatest command-

ment?”  The answer was always the same:  “You shall the love 

the Lord your God, with all your heart, with all your strength, 

and with all you mind.”  And then Jesus reminds us that the 

second greatest commandment is like it:  “You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.”   Love of God and love of neighbor are 

what Jesus calls us to as Christians.  Throughout the parables, 

Jesus teaches us how to expand our understanding of neighbor.  

It was said of Jesus that he welcomed sinners and tax gatherers.   

It is clear in our gospels that he even welcomed foreigners.  

Throughout his ministry Jesus challenged the boundaries of 

who were the people of God. 

     As important as relationships were for Jesus in his very  

divided world, so today in our world we need to build relation-

ships. The last third of our Values and Seeds of Vision deals 

with the importance of relationships in our life as a regional 

church.  Our relationship to Christ is so important that in our 

relationships to each other we will seek to do away with privi-

lege and power that separate us from one another.  We will 

seek to love our neighbors by meeting their needs and in doing 

so we will be sharing with them the love of Christ.    We are 

called to build relationships with all people, without exception 

and include all in the life, functioning and governance of the 

church.  This is what evangelism is all about.  Come, join us on 

this “new mission frontier” as we, empowered “by a passion 

for Justice”, will reach out and build relationships with a hurting 

world in the name of Jesus Christ.  

Support higher learning through the  

Thanksgiving Special Offering 

     The founders of the Stone-Campbell movement and the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) were passionate about 

education. They believed it could enrich and strengthen faith, 

improve human relations, and contribute to the Christian aim 

of spreading God’s witness in the world. Shining the light of 

education has always been part of how we, as Disciples, have 

understood our mission and ministry. 

     Our legacy of education is visible in the institutions of higher 

learning founded and supported by the Christian Church: 14 

colleges and universities, 3 seminaries, and 4 seminary founda-

tions/divinity houses.  But it’s more than just a tradition. Every 

day, minds are being shaped through exposure to new and  

challenging ideas. Lives are being transformed as students test 

and refine those ideas within communities of learning. Leaders 

are being formed, including future leaders of the church. 

     Our Thanksgiving Special Day Offering supports this       

ongoing ministry of higher education. Please give generously to 

the Special Day Offering on November 13 and November 20. 
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Message from Regional Associate Pastor, 

Rev. Dr. LaTaunya Bynum 
     Several months ago, I read an article about Bob McDonald, 

the CEO of Proctor and Gamble. I was struck by how well he 

understood that he was not only selling toothpaste and soap, 

but he was also presenting an attitude about what truly matters 

to his company. He said,  “The companies that are successful 

are those that have strong purpose, have strong values and 

preserve them, but are willing to change everything else in  

order to grow.” 

     How willing are we to change the words we use in order to 

grow not only the numbers of people in our congregations and 

ministries, but to grow in our spiritual understanding of the 

purpose and values that held us together for more than two 

hundred years keeping; in mind that words are the means by 

which people know what is important to us. But not just any 

words, it is the verbs that help give life to our faithfulness as a 

church. The words we use describe the actions that matter. 

They do not just describe what we believe, and what we hold 

close to our hearts. The words we use say what we are going 

to do based our purpose and values. 

     The last part of the Values and Seeds of Vision is a call to 

action, inviting us to become the beloved community and to 

practice deep Christian spirituality by claiming in the present 

the future that God has for us. Built on a foundation that calls 

us to pursue justice with passion to engage the world and its 

people in mission and to share the good news of Jesus Christ in 

a way that whets the appetite of people to know more about 

God, we are invited to begin to see the communities where we 

work, live, and worship as places from which mission and out-

reach can spring. As we do, we begin to see that God has 

drawn us into a great community, in which we are accountable 

to each other and from which no one is barred, for any reason. 

“In the world, the faithful will need to engage as those who 

seek what is good and acceptable to God, and this will surely 

mean witnessing with their whole lives against injustice and 

advocating for anyone who is marginalized” (Kirk Byron Jones 

in Feasting on the Word, 2011), and inviting them to experi-

ence the love and passion of God. That is our purpose, those 

are our values. May God grant us grace to live in them fully. 

Deadline for entries into the Jan - Mar issue of 

The Buckeye Disciple 

Due in the Regional Church Office by        

Dec 1, 2011 

Submitting via email is preferred ccio@ccinoh.org 

Message from Regional Program Minister, 

Rev. Dr. Brenda Webster 
 

“Tending  to the Mission in Our Own Back Yards” 
 

     The Christian Church in Ohio has established its Values and 

Seeds of Vision steeped in a covenant which states that, “We 

are the body of Christ gifted and called in covenant together as  

Disciples of Christ to be centers of transformation on the new    

mission frontier of our communities.” 

     The third section of the vision states (in part)… “On a new 

mission frontier, led by a passion for justice, we will… be an anti-

racist, pro-reconciling church; continue to grow in faithfulness to the 

Gospel and that we will, …commit to the inclusion of all people with-

out exception, in the life, functioning and governance of the Church.” 

     Most of what is heard regarding missions and/or missions 

work in various church circles revolves around going to cities 

other than our own or to other countries ..Haiti, Dominican 

Republic, Africa, East Asia… virtually every corner of the 

earth.  How wonderful it is when the people of God sacrifice 

time, energy and resources to offer their gifts, talents skills and 

abilities to preach, teach, heal and build across this God-given 

land!  There is no doubt that those who are called to the work 

of missions must do so without regard to race, creed, color, 

national origin or the sexual orientation of those whom they 

serve.  If we as Christian Disciples are truly “…led by a passion 

for justice”, then we realize that justice is, indeed, at the heart of 

the Gospels and is in many cases paired with righteousness 

(i.e.Psalms 33:5). 

     Hypothetically, let’s bring one of those missionaries back 

home… say to Ohio… to their home church….  a Christian 

Church (DOC) congregation.  When the missionary looks 

around the church, what will she/he see?  Will there be evi-

dence of transformation?  Specifically, will there be signs that 

this is a congregation that includes all people ( i.e. White, Black, 

Hispanic, Gay, Lesbian, Bi-Sexual, Transgender)?  If there are no 

signs that transformation is imminent, what’s the plan? 

     Dr. Martin Luther King once said that “it is appalling that the 

most segregated hour of Christian America is eleven o‟clock on   

Sunday morning.” Has anything changed, my friends?  One 

church in Waco, Texas decided to do something about this 

situation.  Through  a $10,000 grant from the Kellogg Founda-

tion’s Racial Healing Initiative, they created Church Swap.  It’s 

goal was to… “encourage people to think more critically about 

racial divisions, and to look for ways to create partnerships and 

open a dialogue.”  Info is easily accessible via internet by typing 

in “Church Swap”. 

     Serving as a missionary across this great country, as well as, 

abroad are certainly blessed endeavors, but isn’t it time for us 

to tend to the mission in our own back yard?  

mailto:ccio@ccinoh.org
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Regional Calendar 
October 

1 Ohio Disciple Men’s meeting @ RCO 8:00am 

4 Executive Committee Meeting @ RCO 

*5-6 DOC/UCC Partnership Standing Workshop @ Camp 

7 Marketing Team Meeting @ RCO 12:00pm 

*8 Commissioned Ministers Conference @ Camp 

11 Personnel Committee Conference Call @ 10:00am 

12 Regional Church Office Staff Meeting 

13 Congregational Transformation Team @ RCO 10am 

13-16 NERF Gathering @ Camp Christian 

15 CYF Commission @ RCO 

18 Ohio Disciples Outreach Meeting @ RCO 10:00am 

*18-20 Interim Ministers Training @ Camp Christian  

22-23 Regional Church Council Retreat 

*24 IMWG Fall Workshop @ Westerville Community UCC 

25 Ohio Disciples Extension Corporation @ RCO 10am 

*26 Anti Racism Training for New Ministers @ Camp 

*27 Ethical Boundaries Training for New Ministers @ Camp 

28-29 Regional Church Council Meeting at Camp Christian  
 

November 

3-4 RCO Staff Retreat 

*5 Congregational Transformation Conference @  

  Disciples Christian Church, Cleveland Heights 

5 Chi Rho Commission @ RCO 

*12 Introduction to Disciples History & Polity @ RCO 

*12 Chi Rho Rally @ Camp Christian 

16 Regional Elders Meeting @ RCO 10:00am 

18-20 CYF Leadership Training 

24-25 Thanksgiving Holiday, RCO Closed 

27 Advent Begins 
 

December 

1 Deadline for entries into The Buckeye Disciple 

7 RCO Staff Meeting and Christmas Celebration 

10 Women’s Advent Retreat @ Camp Christian 

23-26 RCO Closed for Christmas 

30-Jan 1 Advance Ministries Winter Retreat 
 

January 

2 New Year’s Day Observed, RCO Closed 

11 Regional Church Office Staff Meeting 

16 Martin Luther King Jr. Day, RCO Closed 

17 IMWG Conference Call @ 10am 

23-24 Ministers Convocation, Columbus 
 

February 

8 Regional Church Office Staff Meeting 

14-16 Ministers Spiritual Life Retreat (Active or Retired)  

  and/or their Spouses @ Camp Christian 

22 Ash Wednesday 
 

March (1 - 17) 

6 Executive Committee Meeting @ RCO 

7 Regional Church Office Staff Meeting 

15-16 DOC/UCC Partnership Standing Workshop @ Camp 

17 Women’s Lenten Retreat @ Camp Christian 
 

RCO = Regional Church Office 

* Online Registration is now available 

For the full Calendar- http://www.ccinoh.org/calendar/regional.aspx 

Save the Date ~ Camp 

Christian Reunion  
     May 5, 2012 has been set aside 

as the date for our third Camp 

Christian Reunion. The Reunion is 

a biennial celebration during which 

time is set aside to recognize and 

honor and those who have poured 

their time, energy, resources but 

most of all their love into our dear 

Camp Christian. Honorees can be 

living or deceased, active or inac-

tive, living in Ohio or any place in 

the world.  Nomination forms 

(along with the names of former 

honorees) and details are forthcoming on our website.  

     Inquiries, please contact Brenda Webster at 614-433-0343 

or bwebster@ccinoh.org.  

Camp  

Christian 

Vegetable 

Garden 
     We all give 

thanks for our daily 

bread here at 

Camp Christian  

but we have been 

blessed for several 

years now to have 

fresh vegetables daily from our wonderful Camp  Christian  

vegetable garden that has been planted for us by Bert and 

Eldon Brum of St. Andrew Christian Church.  Last year it saved 

the kitchen money due to the fact we did not have to purchase 

these items from the food vendors. 

     Each year Burt and Eldon come to Camp Christian prior to 

Otter Camp and bless the soil with seeds of  many colors. 

Included in the garden are beautiful green zucchini and sun light 

yellow squash,  huge heads of cabbage, sunflower seeds, beets, 

yellow banana peppers, tomatoes, onions & swiss chard.  Each 

row is designated with tiles to distinguish the difference be-

tween the rows all beautifully made from the heart. 

     Each afternoon the culinary staff takes a walk to the garden 

to collect all the delectables.  There has been a lot of baking 

using the ingredients from the garden. 

     They have made chocolaty sweet zucchini brownies, moist  

zucchini bread, fried squash and zucchini along with fried green 

tomatoes. 

     The dinner  salads have been graced with tomatoes, fresh 

onions, beets, banana peppers, squash & zucchini as well. The 

campers, AD’s & counselors all to seem to enjoy the freshness 

along with the smiles of culinary staff that serves them. 

     The Rev. Dr. Brenda Webster, Al Channell, Doris 

Woodson & The Camp Christian Staff all want to thank Burt 

and Eldon from the bottom of our hearts for allowing us to be 

part of this wonderful fruitful adventure. 

http://www.ccinoh.org/calendar/regional.aspx
mailto:bwebster@ccinoh.org
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Food Collection 
     During the annual     Alliance 

Carnation Grand Parade, members 

of the Alliance First Christian 

Church from 10 years old to 70 

walked in the parade and collected 

nonperishable food items from the 

parade spectators. The contribu-

tions were destined for the Alliance Community Food Pantry. 

     For many years the church ran its own food pantry in 

downtown Alliance to help the needy of the Alliance area. Two 

years ago plans were begun to combine the efforts of churches 

and service organizations of the city to create a community 

food pantry. The church became part of the planning commit-

tee and last fall the new pantry opened its doors. The Alliance 

congregation continues to support and provide many volun-

teers for the pantry. 

     Citizens of the area were asked through the local newspa-

per and on the radio to bring food items with them to view the 

parade. The church provided a large fishing boat to collect the 

food, and walkers, all wearing red aprons, collected the food 

along the parade route. On a sunny August morning 585 

pounds of food, as well as $628.60, was collected for the pantry 

along the three mile parade route. 

Albert Brantley… Counselor Extraordinaire! 
By Rev. Dr. Brenda Webster, Regional Program Minister  

     Camp Christian takes great pleasure in recognizing an    

individual who is actively participating in some phase of our 

camping program  and who has  dedicated time and energy…. 

but most of all Christian love, to the spiritual development of 

our youth.  We honor this person by dedicating our picture 

book to him/her and including a nice picture and mini-biography 

of that individual.  Our 2010 honoree was …. Albert Brantley! 

     Al, a true Ohioan, was born in Cincinnati where he        

currently lives and works. He attended the University of     

Cincinnati, earning his engineering degree. A dedicated family 

man, Al and his wife, Yvonne, are the proud parents of Lauren, 

David and Daniel.  David and Daniel soon followed their dad to 

camp and became devoted campers! Al is an active member of 

the Body of Christ Christian Church, where one of his most 

sacred duties is serving as an Elder. 

     Those of us who know Al, believe that camp is somewhat 

akin to a “sacred” undertaking for him, as well.  For in addition 

to serving as both a Chi Rho and CYF camp counselor, Al is a 

valued member of the CYF Commission.  Not satisfied, how-

ever, to simply share/exercise his leadership gifts as a vital part 

of this group…  Al carves out time to participate with and 

teach the fine details of servant leadership to incoming State 

and Conference Officers and Alternates.  Al works with the 

CYF Director, Commission Chairperson and selected counsel-

ors to mold the minds and spirits of these young leaders 

through  studying the lives and works of great biblical leaders… 

and quite frankly, there is something sacred about that! 

     With only love in our hearts, Al, we thank you and pray 

God’s continued blessings on you and your family.  Your “laid 

back” yet spirited servant leadership and outstanding steward-

ship of our beloved Camp Christian has endeared you to us 

both now and forever! 

Minister’s Retreat 
    Save the Date! The Minister’s Spiritual Life Retreat, February 

14-16 offers a special opportunity for clergy to come together 

at a winter retreat for quiet, personal prayer,  and to rest in 

the divine.  Join us at Camp Christian as we come together as 

Ministers to understand what it means to restore the SOUL by 

restoring Sabbath.  This is a time set apart for sacred personal 

restoration; and restoring the Church by exploring the rhythm 

of God’s time.  Spouses of Minister’s are also welcome to at-

tend this wonderful event.  For more information contact Rev. 

Bentley at (614)433-0343 or sbentley@ccinoh.org.  

All Saints Day Sabbath 
     The Spiritual Life Committee is sponsoring a three day time 

for a Sabbath before Advent from October 31 through Novem-

ber 2, 2011 at Camp Christian.  This is a self guided time that 

anyone may participate in.  The cost for this is $20 per night or 

$35 for both nights.  You may either bring your own food or 

visit the many restaurants of Marysville or Delaware a short 10 

minute drive away. 

     Spiritual Director, Rev. Carol Vaccariello will be available 

for Spiritual Direction during this time.  If you would be inter-

ested in this, please contact her at snowswan12@yahoo.com to 

work out time and payment options.  $25.00 for 30 minutes. 

For further information about this time at Camp contact Rev. 

Stephen Bentley at the Regional Church Office (614) 433-0343 

or sbentley@ccinoh.org.  

CHI RHO RALLY 
November 12 at Camp Christian 

10:00am – 3:30pm 

$15.00 per person 
$20.00 if registered after November 1st 

F. R. O. G. 
~ Fully ~ Rely ~ on ~ God ~ 

 

Join with other Chi Rho groups from around the state 

for a day of food, fun, and fellowship! 
 

This event is open to anyone in grades 6, 7, or 8. 
 

For more information including how to register, go to 

www.ccinoh.org. If you have any questions, contact Regional 

Program Minister Brenda Webster at the Regional Church  

Office 614-433-0343 or bwebster@ccinoh.org. 

mailto:sbentley@ccinoh.org
mailto:snowswan12@yahoo.com
mailto:sbentley@ccinoh.org
http://www.ccinoh.org
mailto:bwebster@ccinoh.org


 

Is your congregation or district 

doing  something amazing?  Tell 

us about it!!  ccio@ccinoh.org 

Elvis was in the building! 
     Central Christian Church in 

Warren had Gospel Sunday on 

Aug. 28 but not the usual hymn-sing 

with our Men's Chorus. Mark 

Pringle, husband of our music    

director, does the 50's Elvis in 

sport coat rather than jumpsuit. He 

played the guitar and sang "Peace in 

the Valley", "Swing Low, Sweet 

Chariot", and "When the Saints Go 

Marching In" at various parts of the 

service with his wife on keyboard and Bill Lewis on stand-up 

bass and Marty Cohen on drums as backup. We advertised in 

advance and had 70 more people than usual at the 10:00    

worship service. 

If it’s Undie Sunday – it must be Outreach 
     In July there were pictures of children’s underwear on the 

glass wall between the narthex and sanctuary, and the soup can 

barrel was not full of canned goods, but was overflowing with 

packages of children’s underwear.  Has this church lost its  

marbles?  No, and thanks to a new way of doing Outreach at 

First Christian Church, Chillicothe, children served by Ross 

County’s Community Action now have new underwear when 

they need it.  It seems so inconsequential to many of us, but 

when you don’t have underwear to wear to school, it can be 

truly humiliating. 

     Undie Sunday, as the collection day was billed, is one of 

several new short-term outreach projects that First Christian 

has become involved with.  Unable to take part in more      

traditional outreach programs that involve a lot of active     

participation, the church was faced with a need to find new 

ways of sharing and serving.  Each month the church partners 

with a different local organization to help them meet an identi-

fied need.  For example, in October we will be collecting hats, 

mittens, and scarves for students at the Pioneer School where 

children often come without.   The exciting thing about our 

new outreach is that we can feel the Holy Spirit moving among 

us. Who knows where the future will take us, as we explore 

new opportunities and work with new folks to reach out and 

share God’s love. 

You’re Invited!  
     You are invited to attend Bethany 

Christian Church on Sunday, October 30, 

2011, at 4:00 p.m. for a special Unity 

Worship service.  The guest speaker for 

the day will be the Rev. Dr. Sharon E. 

Watkins, General Minister and President 

of the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ).  Music will be provided by a unity 

choir comprised of members from many 

of the Disciples’ congregations in the 

greater Cleveland area.   

     We pray that you and your congregation will join us for 

what promises to be an exciting time of worship and fellow-

ship!   Please share this information with the members of your 

congregation and friends around the Region. 

     If you have questions or need more information, please feel 

free to contact Rev. Heidi Barham at (216) 341-1132 or    

revhlbarham@roadrunner.com .  

"Reach Out and Touch"  

Summer Enrichment Ministry. 
     Oh, the joy of receiving a backpack full of school supplies!  

Over 30 children received such backpacks during Cleveland 

Fifth Christian Church's annual "Reach Out and Touch"      

Summer Enrichment Ministry.  From mid-June through the end 

of July, volunteers from Fifth Christian Church and the commu-

nity worked to enhance the math and reading skills of local 

elementary school children while teaching the Christian faith.  

Special attention was given to the fruit of the Holy Spirit and 

examples of how they are lived out.  The photo above is of 

Children engaging in a praise dance during the event. 

Fostoria, First Christian Church 
     This spring some of our older youth got together and began 

discussing s contemporary service aimed at teenagers 

and young adults.  In May the first young adult service was held, 

now under the name, Celebrating Christ's Connections.  The 

event is held the second and fourth Thursday evenings, outside 

if weather permits.  This service is completely planned and exe-

cuted by our young adults, with the exception of communion, 

which one of the elders is always there to serve.  The messages 

are aimed at problems which trouble the younger age group 

and they are not afraid to take on tough subjects.  Besides com-

munion, they have a message, prayer concerns, testimonials, 

and lots of singing of upbeat Christian music. 

     During this process they have worked closely with the   

elders and church board to make sure everything was fully  

approved of and are always willing to except any suggestions 

the adults have for them. 

     Our church is small, but we are very proud of the effort 

these young men and women have put forth as their service to 

our Lord.  If this group is any indication, our congregation will 

be well guided in the years to come.  
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Ordination - Rev. Crystal 

Jackson-Moore 
     Rev. Crystal Jackson-Moore is a 2011 

graduate of Payne Theological Seminary. 

She began her Doctorate of Ministry 

Program in August of 2011 at United 

Theological Seminary and is in the focus 

group “PeaceMakers.”  

     She serves as an Associate Pastor at 

Summit Christian Church in Dayton, 

Ohio under the leadership of the      

Intentional Interim Pastor Rev. Dr. Susan Street Beavers. She 

was mentored throughout her education and early ministry by 

Rev. Dr. J. Thomas Johnson, Pastor Emeritus and Retired    

Pastor of Summit Christian Church, Rev. Valerie Sissle-

Simpson, Associate Pastor of Summit Christian Church, Rev. 

Dr. John R. Foulkes, Retired Associate General Minister and 

Administrative Secretary for the National Convocation and 

Rev. Dr. William Edwards, Regional Pastor and President of the 

Christian Church in Ohio.  

     Currently Rev. Jackson-Moore is contemplating life after 

Seminary and reflecting on the Biblical verse found in Isaiah 

40:31 (KJV) “But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew 

their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they 

shall run and not be weary; and they shall walk and not be 

faint.”  

     But she still manages to stay busy in the ministry working 

with Kairos Prison Ministry, International at Ohio Reformatory 

for Women in Marysville. For fun she enjoys outdoor musical 

concerts and her grandchildren.  Blessings abound as she “waits 

in expectation” for God’s next move in her life and she wishes 

to thank and acknowledge her mentors and church family. 

Ordination - Rev. Chad Penhorwood 
     Like most individuals today, service within the church is not 

the first career that is appealing when we are younger. It is not 

until we finally listen to that calling that we find our true path 

within God’s plan. Ordination was never part of my life plan 

until 2006. I worked with Youth Programs throughout my un-

dergrad years, but never really saw myself as the “Pastor” type. 

I loved working with youth throughout the year; at church and 

Camp Christian. It never really hit me that I should pursue any 

other involvement within the church outside of being with the 

youth. I started to see more and more that it was only when I 

was in the church and working within the church, that I was 

truly happy. 

     I started taking classes at Lexington Theological Seminary

(LTS) in 2007. Married my biggest blessing and gut-check, Rev. 

Kara Swartz in 2009; and was blessed with a beautiful daughter, 

Sophia Grace this past January. I have been extremely blessed 

with loving and caring parents and brother, including an ex-

tended family that helped me throughout my life. The caring 

family of South Side Christian Church (Lima) has always been 

there for me and anyone who enters their doors. They are the 

inspiration that helped me get through my years at LTS. The 

Ohio Regional Office was very supportive to all of us who were 

under their care; guiding us and at times would do whatever it 

took to keep us on track.  

     Now, my wife and I are searching for a church, community 

to call our home. We are in the care of Ohio and God in calling 

us to the right place to serve those who follow God. There are 

so many more individuals out there that are planning to attend 

seminary, and to you I say congrats and good luck. You will 

have three to four of your most trying years within your faith. 

But it is worth it! To all those congregations that will support 

those attending seminary, or a call to ministry, all I can say is 

THANK YOU! Thank you to all of you who support the    

seminary institutions, teachers, administrators and students of 

the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  

Ordination - Rev. Kara Swartz 
     Blessed, is what I have felt throughout 

this year; blessed by my husband and our 

daughter, blessed by our family, and so 

very blessed by God.  This year has been 

a year filled with changes and transitions. 

We began the year with the birth of our 

daughter Sophia and every day since has 

been filled with the craziness and fun that 

she has brought in to our lives.  My   

husband, Chad, and I both graduated 

from Lexington Theological Seminary 

with our Masters of Divinity in the Spring. This summer I was 

honored to be ordained into the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) at Tylersville Road Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ.  And this fall we are in the midst of another transition, a 

time of discernment and waiting to see where God calls us to 

go. I am continually reminded of Psalm 46 throughout these 

moments.  We are reminded to “be still and know God.” It is 

that knowledge of God, the God we meet when we take time 

to listen and hear God, which gives me peace and acceptance of 

wherever and whenever I am called to go I will be ready. I am 

so thankful for everyone who has supported me to this point. 

Here I go!  

Ordination - Rev. 

Trayce Stewart 
     Rev. Trayce Stewart is   

pictured with her fellow 2011 

Christian Theological Seminary 

(CTS) graduate and ordained 

colleague Rev. Deb Bolen. 

Trayce was ordained on     

Sunday, August 14th at Bethany 

Christian Church in Cleveland. 

mailto:ccio@ccinoh.org


Cortland Christian Mission Trip 
     In September, the Cortland Christian Mission Team traveled 

to Birmingham, Alabama to assist with rebuilding efforts follow-

ing spring tornadoes.  The group included Ron Miller, Karen 

Miller, Chuck Chagnot, Linda Chagnot, Terry Swauger, Linda 

Swauger, Lorra Barnes, Flo King, Don Jones, Jean Scott, Lorin 

Hopkins, and Pastor Don.  While in Alabama, the Team 

worked with the Greater Birmingham Habitat for Humanity 

affiliate.  Work involved installation of vinyl siding and soffett, 

insulating, installing a variety of metal hangers, and laying out 

the floor plan for a new home.  The group makes a trip every 

year and has worked at sites that include New Orleans and 

Appalachia.  Cortland Christian is also involved in local mission 

initiatives that include supporting the work of Cortland Area 

Cares and the Warren Family Mission. 
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Florida’s senior adult ministry hosting cruise 
     The Senior Adult Ministry of the Christian Church in Florida 

invites Disciples to join them on a seven-night cruise from   

Seattle through Alaska's Inside Passage, from May 24 to June 2, 

2012. Ports of call include Juneau, Sitka, Ketchikan, Victoria, 

B.C., and Glacier Bay. Costs range from $699 to $1469. Bible 

study and worship services will be held on board, including a 

celebration of Pentecost. For more information, contact Rev. 

Roslin Springer at rsprin1@tampabay.rr.com. 

Christian College of Georgia  

Announces Online Initiative 
     At their August meeting, the Board of Trustees of the 

Christian College of Georgia committed to a process which will 

translate the college's curriculum into distance education for-

mats. The Transition to Distance Learning Initiative will make 

the College's reliable and cost-effective educational programs 

for Disciples of Christ adult, life-long learners accessible to  

everyone with a high school degree, including candidates for 

ordained ministry who do not have access to seminary        

education. Expansion of Christian College's distance education 

program will begin slowly with two new online courses joining 

the existing Disciples History and Polity online course this year. 

     Christian College is a Specialized Disciples Institution of 

Higher Education which has prepared students for licensed (and 

now commissioned) ministry through a proven curriculum 

since 2006. The Institute for Christian Ministry curriculum  

fulfills all learning outcomes for an “Apprentice Track”        

educational program for commissioned ministers seeking    

ordination under the new Policies and Criteria for the        

Ordering of Ministry. 

     The Rev. Dr. Carolyn Higginbotham, former Vice President 

and Academic Dean of Christian Theological Seminary, will lead 

the Transition to Distance Learning Initiative as a part-time 

contract employee of the College, effective September 1, 2011. 

For more information please contact Dr. Bob Harris, President 

of Christian College, at 1-800-235-2496 or  

Harris0623@aol.com, and visit www.ccofga.org. 

LTS names new president 
     In a special meeting, Lexington 

Theological Seminary Board of Trustees 

named Dr. Charisse Gillett the Semi-

nary’s 17th president, effective Sept. 1. 

     “Dr. Gillett brings vision and energy 

for leading LTS with its innovative ap-

proach for preparing men and women 

for congregational ministry. She brings a unique combination of 

experiences with higher education, the Christian Church 

(DOC), and LTS. Her demonstrated leadership abilities, her 

strategic and creative approach to issues, her commitment to 

students and congregations, and her effective communication 

style are all qualities that clearly make Dr. Gillett the right   

person to lead the Seminary as we move forward,” said LTS 

Board of Trustees member Leslie Geoghegan, who chaired the 

presidential search committee. 

     Dr. Gillett has served as Vice President of Administration 

and Special Projects at LTS since February 2010. Dr. Gillett has 

more than 20 years of successful administrative experience in 

higher education, including service at Transylvania University, 

Midway College, Robert Morris College and University of 

Northern Iowa. She holds a doctorate in education from 

Northern Illinois University. A former moderator of the   

Christian Church (DOC), she has been a commissioned      

minister by the Christian Church in Kentucky since August 

2010 and is Associate Minister at East Second Street Christian 

Church, where her husband, LTS D.Min. alumnus Dr. Donald 

Gillett II, serves as Senior Pastor. She is also a former LTS  

trustee and officer of the board. 

     “I am deeply committed to the church and to the work of 

the Seminary in shaping students for ministry,” Dr. Gillett said. 

“I am excited about the future of the Seminary, and the stu-

dents and congregations we will be able to touch in the years 

to come as our program continues to grow in dynamic ways. 

We have a wonderful team of faculty and staff who are       

dedicated to our students and to the church, and I am looking   

forward to working closely with them and leading the Seminary 

as we move forward into the next page of our story.” 

     Dr. Gillett’s appointment is a historic one in the 146-year 

history of LTS. She is the first woman and first African-

American to lead the Seminary as president. 

     “Dr. Gillett has an outstanding depth of knowledge and  

experience about the Seminary,” said LTS Board of Trustees 

president Rev. Gary Kidwell. “LTS has a storied history of  

shaping people for ministry, and with Dr. Gillett’s leadership, 

we look forward to an exciting future for the Seminary.” 

mailto:rsprin1@tampabay.rr.com
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Watkins re-elected as General 

Minister and President  
     Delegates to the General Assembly of 

the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

voted overwhelmingly to re-elect General 

Minister and President Sharon E. Watkins 

for a second six-year term. 

      Before the vote, Watkins reflected on 

her six years as GMP and her plans for the 

next six years, pledging to hold before the 

church “the fundamental challenge for us as Disciples of 

Christ,” which she said is showing the love of God to neighbors 

at home and around the world, and to one another in the 

church. 

     She noted the need for the church to “engage each other 

openly and tenaciously” on matters often left “to polite silence 

or hot debate.” Specifically, she said, “We need to talk honestly 

about the gospel message as it relates to race and sexual orien-

tation in our church. We’ve been at a stalemate for too long on 

both.” 

     Watkins noted progress the church has made in the last 

decade: 700 new and affiliating churches, and more than 500 

“actively, intentionally transforming churches” new partnerships 

between General Ministries and regions, consolidation and 

streamlining of services, and a clarification of the role of the 

GMP. 

     “In a second term I would continue to convene tables of 

leaders to address the matters before us,” she said. “It’s the 

convening of tables that is the primary leadership the GMP can 

offer in our anti-hierarchical, radically flat Disciples way of   

doing things.” 

Eureka College offers grants to Disciples 
     Eureka College in Eureka, Illinois, is accepting applications 

for two full-tuition Eureka College Ministry Fellowships (ECMF) 

for students pursuing vocational ministry in the Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ). Recipients also receive two on-

site mentorships exploring ministry anywhere in the world, 

upon approval.  

     Review of ECMF applications begins December 1. 
 

Other Grants for Disciples of Christ Students: 

($1,000 each, stackable, up to $8000 maximum) 

 Active members of any Disciples of Christ congregation. 

 Active members who are also dependents of DOC      

ministers. 

 Active members who are youth leaders in the regional or 

general church. 
      

     Eureka College offers academic degrees in a wide area of 

the sciences, mathematics, business administration, social    

sciences, fine and performing arts, humanities and education. 

     For more information on academic programs, other financial 

aid, to schedule a visit, or to apply for admission to the college, 

go to www.eureka.edu.  For more information on the Ministry 

Fellowship, contact Chaplain Bruce Fowlkes 

at bfowlkes@eureka.edu, call (309) 467-6429 or 

visit www.eureka.edu/admissions/doc.htm. 
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CTS Announces New President  
     Christian Theological Seminary an-

nounced today that Rev. Dr. Matthew Myer 

Boulton has been named the seminary’s sixth 

president. The CTS Board of Trustees voted 

to elect Boulton following a nearly year-long, 

national search. An ordained Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ) minister, Boulton earned a Ph.D. 

in theology from the University of Chicago and a M.Div. from 

Harvard Divinity School. Boulton is relocating to Indianapolis 

from Cambridge, Massachusetts where he has served as Associ-

ate Professor of Ministry Studies at Harvard Divinity School 

since 2007. He has taught a broad range of courses on Chris-

tian theology, preaching, and history, including courses that put 

social justice work in theological perspective. His teaching and 

research have explored the ways in which Christian life is 

shaped through worship and music.  

     CTS Chairman Mark Mutz commented that Boulton under-

stands that the most important work in theology does not oc-

cur in the insulated towers of academia, but where faith meets 

the joys and sorrows of living. “If you look back at those who 

have made the most significant contributions to theology – peo-

ple like St. Augustine, John Calvin and Karl Barth – you will see 

that they were all pastors who spent a great deal of time with 

men and women confronting the most difficult and rewarding 

issues of their lives, issues like children, marriage and death. 

Their thinking arose where their faith met these realities. Matt 

gets that. He has not only written respected academic works, 

he has also made films, founded a church and started a band. 

He has the intellect, creativity and entrepreneurial spirit to lead 

CTS and theological education in exciting directions,” Mutz 

said. An accomplished musician and songwriter, Boulton co-

founded the bluegrass gospel band, Butterflyfish. He notes that 

the arts can provide effective means for conveying theological 

concepts. “Just as scholarly writing can explain and explore the 

big ideas of Christian faith, a song or work of art can bring clar-

ity and insight to those very ideas, making them easier to en-

gage and understand,” Boulton stated. Boulton is no stranger to 

the Midwest. The son of a religion professor, he grew up in 

southwest Michigan and earned a degree in film and history 

from Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois, before an 

interest in anthropology, ritual studies and theology prompted 

him to enroll in Harvard Divinity School. Prior to his teaching 

at HDS, Boulton served as Assistant Professor of Worship and 

Preaching at Andover Newton Theological School. He is the 

author of God Against Religion: Rethinking Christian Theology 

through Worship and the forthcoming Life in God: John Calvin, 

Practical Formation, and the Future of Protestant Theology, due out 

this fall. His essays have been published in a broad range of 

scholarly journals, and he is a sought-after speaker, preacher, 

and workshop leader. Boulton said he was intrigued by CTS’s 

legacy of exploring faith in ways that engage both intellectual 

rigor and passionate inspiration. “We strengthen and deepen 

our faith by asking critical, adventurous questions while at the 

same time leaning into what most inspires us. I look forward to 

working with CTS’s accomplished faculty and staff to continue 

asking these questions in fresh, exciting, faithful ways,” he said.  

http://www.eureka.edu
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CROP Hunger 

Walks We Walk 

Together 
  

     The CROP Hunger 

Walk is the oldest char-

ity walk in the United 

States and takes place 

in some 1,500 commu-

nities.  Throughout the years neighbors of different  faiths,  

cultures and ages have walked together as people of faith in the 

fight to end hunger. 

     This year we walk together around the theme of water.  

Did you know that more than a billion people in the world lack 

access to clean water and 2.1 million people, most of them chil-

dren die each year of waterborne disease?  The good news is 

that through the support of CROP Hunger Walkers, Church 

World Service is able to provide clean, healthy and accessible 

water to millions of people around the world.  One walker 

who raises $100 can provide five bio-sand filters giving families 

the ability to drink their water safely.  Now just imagine the 

difference we make when we walk together! 

     To get your church involved visit www.cropwalk.org and 

find the walk nearest to you by clicking on Ohio on the map or 

by entering your ZIP code.   

Hiram Memorial Run/Walk 
     Saturday, October 22nd, Hiram College is hosting the fifth 

annual Run for Grace and Andy.  Participants will enjoy the 

challenge of Hiram’s three-mile square or the pleasure of a one 

mile fun walk in one of Northeastern Ohio’s prettiest villages.  

The event celebrates the lives of Grace Chamberlain and Andy 

Hopkins, two first year Hiram students, who were killed in 

March 2006 when their car was struck by the vehicle of a 

drunken driver who had 11 previous DUI convictions. 

     Family and friends of Grace and Andy, along with Hiram 

students, faculty, and staff have chosen to celebrate the lives of 

Grace and Andy through advocacy for tougher drunken driving 

laws and increased education of the dangers of drinking and 

driving.  Proceeds from the event benefit the Grace and Andy 

Fund, from which Hiram College awards scholarships as a  per-

petual reminder of the absent beauty of these two young lives. 

     Event registration begins at 8:30 a.m. with the run and walk 

starting at 10:00 a.m.  Early registration is $15 per person or 

$20 the day of the event.  Group and family discounts are avail-

able.  All participants receive a tote-bag and refreshments.  

There will be awards for best overall male and female runner 

and raffle prizes. 

     Please help us celebrate the lives of Grace Chamberlain and 

Andy Hopkins and raise awareness of the traumatic impact of 

drinking and driving.  For more information and/or to support 

or register for the event visit www.hiram.edu/run4graceandy. 

http://www.cropwalk.org
http://www.hiram.edu/run4graceandy

