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Showers of Blessings 
Rev. Stephen Bentley 

     In my lifetime I have had 

"Showers of Blessings."  In 2003 

while serving the Hocking Valley 

Parish near Athens, OH, I received 

the blessing of a 3 month Sabbatical. 

After 10 years of ministry to the 

same community, I was out of ideas 

and I was completely ex-

hausted.   These special peo-

ple allowed me this opportunity for 

rest and renewal and I took it.  I 

came back a different person.  I re-

turned with renewed energy, new 

insights, and a greater sense of calling. I served them for an-

other 2 years. 

     Now almost 6 years into my new position as a Regional 

Associate Pastor for the Christian Church in Ohio I am once 

again looking at a 3 month sabbatical.  I am planning to 

walk between 500 and 600 miles (ok sing the song, "Lord I'm  1, 

Lord I'm 2, Lord I'm 3, Lord, I'm 4, Lord I'm 500 miles away 

from home . . .") along the Appalachian Trail.  I know from past 

experience that I will be blessed by this time of rest and re-

newal, however, I also want this sabbatical to also be a blessing 

for the Christian Church in Ohio which I love and serve.  After 

praying about this, I have found a way that my sabbatical might 

be a blessing to both me and the regional church.  I am looking 

for people to sponsor me per mile on my trip and with enough 

pledges, I will raise $5000.00.  This money will be split equally 

between five of my favorite ministries:  The Hocking Valley 

Parish, a group of five small Appalachian Congregations serving 

the poorest in Ohio; the Youth Scholarship Fund, providing 

needed scholarship money for those who would otherwise be 

unable to attend camp; the Leadership Fund of the Christian 

Church in Ohio, supporting all of the ministries of the Regional 

Church, the Reconciliation Fund, providing education and 

grants for congregations seeking to become anti-racist/pro-

reconciling congregations and the Week of Compassion, the 

disaster relief fund for the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ).  If I reach my goal, each of these ministries would re-

ceive $1000.00 to support their work.  (Please NOTE: Abso-

lutely none of this money will in any way be used toward my 

sabbatical but 100% will be donated to these five ministries.)  If 

you would like to make a pledge please go to: http://

www.ccinoh.org/survey/TakeSurvey.asp?

PageNumber=1&SurveyID=7337l301m973G and fill out the 

form.  Thanks ahead of time for your support.  

Please follow me along my hike at: 

www.sabbathtreker.blogspot.com where you can read my jour-

nal entries and also see how much money has been raised.  

Reconciliation Offering 
     The reconciliation ministry of the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) helps the church give life to that part of 

our identity that has declared that we are an anti-racist/pro-

reconciliation church. The Reconciliation offering that is re-

ceived in September and October helps to provide financial 

support for the ministry that has been part of the Disciples 

for more than forty years. 

     The primary goal of the Reconciliation ministry is to com-

bat racism in North America. In Ohio, the Anti-Racism/Pro-

Reconciliation Commission offers training for Disciples minis-

ters and leaders two times each year. The Commission will 

also train the Regional Church Council in October 2011. The 

Commission continues to invite congregations to be trained 

in becoming an anti-racist/pro-reconciling faith communities. 

A ninety minute presentation on anti-racism training, led by a 

member of the Commission is available to congregations and 

church groups. The commission also meets regularly to plan 

ways that the Christian Church in Ohio can fulfill our call to 

be an anti-racist/pro-reconciling church. 

     As the Commission fulfills its ministry, we can fulfill ours 

to be a region “committed to the inclusion of all people with-

out exception in the life, functioning, and governance of the 

church” (see the Christian Church in Ohio Values and Seeds 

of Vision). 

http://www.ccinoh.org/survey/TakeSurvey.asp?PageNumber=1&SurveyID=7337l301m973G
http://www.ccinoh.org/survey/TakeSurvey.asp?PageNumber=1&SurveyID=7337l301m973G
http://www.ccinoh.org/survey/TakeSurvey.asp?PageNumber=1&SurveyID=7337l301m973G
http://www.sabbathtreker.blogspot.com


Spiritual Insights 

Rev. Dr. William H. Edwards 
 

“They devoted themselves to the apostles” 

teaching…” - Acts 2:42 

 

     In examining the first century 

church, we can discover a faithful, 

growing church of deep Christian spiri-

tuality. Acts 2:42 says they were 

“devoted”, they were moved and moti-

vated by the Spirit-guided message of the apostles. They weren't 

passive listeners; they were active listeners. There was a thirst 

to hear and learn more about their newfound life of spiritual 

freedom in Jesus Christ. That is the kind of excitement we need 

to recapture in our spirituality.  So how might we recapture this 

kind of  “deep Christian spirituality?” 

     In his book 2020 Vision, Dick Hamm offers this as a working 

definition: “Christian spirituality” is a way of life that relates who and 

what we are to who and what God is as revealed in Jesus Christ and 

as experienced through the Holy Spirit.”  In other words, deep 

Christian spirituality is a lifestyle. Spirituality is deepened by re-

sponding to the grace and love of God with a loving and obedi-

ent life.  It is loving God with your whole body, mind, soul and 

being.  A church that demonstrates deep Christian spirituality is 

in the process of "making disciples" to live for Christ not in the 

church, but in the home, in the workplace, in the marketplace, 

in the city, on the street, in the world.  

     Our ministry as Disciples must be about helping people 

grow, grow down in the Word, grow up in Christ and grow out 

into the World.  That is what Jesus commanded us to do in 

Matthew 28:19-20 

“Go (Grow) therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything 

that I have commanded you.  And remember, I am with you 

always, to the end of the age.” 

     Jesus said he wouldn't leave us on our own. He sent the 

Holy Spirit to take his place. And one of the roles of the Spirit is 

to teach us how to live as Disciples embodying deep Christian 

Spirituality.   

The Buckeye Disciple 

Published by : Christian Church in Ohio (Disciples of Christ) 

355 East Campus View Blvd, Suite 110, Columbus, OH 43235 

(614)433-0343    www.ccinoh.org  ccio@ccinoh.org  
 

Regional Staff: William Edwards:  Regional Pastor and President 

          LaTaunya Bynum: Regional Associate Pastor 

          Stephen Bentley:  Regional Associate Pastor 

          Brenda Webster: Regional Program Minister 

          Al Channell:        Camp Christian Superintendent 
 

Regional Church Council Officers 

Perry Mattern: Moderator     Betty Adams: Secretary 

Vera Burton: Vice Moderator Brian Saxe: Asst Sec 

Editor: Jennie Stoddart - jstoddart@ccinoh.org 

Printed/Distributed by PXP OHIO, Reynoldsburg, OH 

Page 2 The Buckeye Disciple 

Message from Regional Associate Pastor, 

Rev. Stephen Bentley 
     The second part of our Regional Seeds of Vision states:  

“Because we are centers for transformation, striving to embody 

deep Christian Spirituality and seeking communication we will;  

. . Create mission experiences as opportunities for spiritual 

growth.”  Several years ago Rev. Caroline Bloomfield of the 

Central Christian Church in Warren, OH helped her congrega-

tion begin a new missional adventure.  She led them to partici-

pate in Operation Inasmuch.  This is a program to engage the 

membership in outreach.  The first year they participated in it 

they became a changed congregation.   With her leadership, the 

program was expanded to include other district 4 churches.  

All of those congregations have been blessed and they have 

become a blessing  to their communities.  Even after her death 

in 2010, these churches have kept her vision alive participating 

in Operation Inasmuch. 

     As we network together discovering missional experiences 

that have had a powerful impact on our congregations, please 

share them with the Regional Church so we can share them 

across the whole Region to allow others the opportunity of 

discovering the Spiritual Growth God’s mission work can do in 

our own communities. 

     If you would like to learn more about Operation Inas-

much, go to their website at: http://operationinasmuch.com   If 

you have other mission successes, please share them by 

emailing them to us or share them on our facebook page:  

https://www.facebook.com/#!/group.php?gid=36179687653 

     I am looking forward to seeing all the missional experiences 

shared when I return from Sabbatical on Sept. 1st. 

Deadline for entries into the Oct - Dec issue of 

The Buckeye Disciple 

Due in the Regional Church Office by        

September 1, 2011 

Submitting via email is preferred ccio@ccinoh.org 

Ohio Disciples Men 
Hello men of Ohio! 

     Fall is coming up fast and we’re busy plan-

ning this year’s Fall Retreat! Fall Retreat will be 

September 16-18 this year.  It’s going to be a 

great time of fun, worship and fellowship, so 

come join us at Camp Christian.  See the Re-

gional website or contact the Regional Office for more infor-

mation on registration. 

     And make sure to mark your calendars now for July 13-15, 

2012 when the Disciples Men’s national gathering will be at 

Bethany College in West Virginia.  The theme is “Xtreme Faith 

– Bold Action” and there are a ton of great speakers, work-

shops, and service projects planned.  As one of the sponsoring 

regions we’re looking to get a big group of men to attend and 

really hope you can join us! 

Rob Bernard – President 

Felix Ortiz – Vice President 

Dave Moxley - Secretary 

http://operationinasmuch.com
https://www.facebook.com/#!/group.php?gid=36179687653
mailto:ccio@ccinoh.org
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Message from Regional Associate Pastor, 

Rev. Dr. LaTaunya Bynum 
      One of the joys of visiting with different congregations is 

the opportunity to witness the variety of ways each goes about 

mission and ministry. Each congregation brings its gifts and 

spirit to the ministry that occurs within its walls and reaches 

out to the wider community. These experiences remind me 

that something special happens when God’s people gather as 

church. 

     Worship services are rich with music that touches the 

heart, and sermons that engage us heart, soul, and mind. I have 

been in congregations committed to creating times for learning 

and faith development, and not always on Sunday morning. There 

are congregations who rejoice when it is time for the offering, 

because they take seriously the call to support Christ’s church, 

and are grateful for the opportunity to do so. A commitment 

to ministry and mission sends members of our congregations 

away from their towns and cities to other places around the 

country and around the world where needs are great, and the 

open hearts and helping hands of Disciples can make a differ-

ence. There are elders and deacons who meet, pray, and study 

regularly so that they will be equipped to serve their congrega-

tions. 

     It is as we live out what it means to be church, and as we 

trust in the presence of the Holy Spirit that we are strength-

ened as the body of Christ. Then as we long for the kind of 

change that creates and recreates us in ways that lead us to ask, 

“God, what are you calling us to do and be, eager for God to 

change us continually from the inside out that we are trans-

formed.  

     That is the work of the church, and it is a pleasure to wit-

ness and participate in these communities of faith that are seek-

ing God’s wisdom and guidance for their ministries. 

Regional Calendar 
July 

*3-9  Phyo CYF Conference @ Camp – REGISTER NOW 

4 Fourth of July, RCO Closed 

*9-13 General Assembly, Nashville TN – REGISTER NOW 

*10-16 Portahoga Chi Rho @ Camp REGISTER NOW 

*17-23 Maumee Chi Rho Camp @ Camp REGISTER NOW 

21 RCO Staff Meeting @ Camp Christian 

*24-30 Lakeside CYF Conference @ Camp REGISTER NOW 

26 Ohio Disciples Extension Corporation @ RCO 10am 

26 Finance Team Conference Call @ 2:00pm 

*31-  Wilmington CYF Conference @ Camp Christian –  

  Aug 6   REGISTER NOW 
 

August 

*7-13 Miami Chi Rho Camp @ Camp – REGISTER NOW 

12 New Church Meeting @ RCO 10am – 2:30pm 

*14-21 Advance Ministries Conference – REGISTER NOW 

23 Commission on Ministry @ RCO 9:00am 

24 RCO Staff Meeting 

26 New Church Meeting @ RCO 9:00am – 3:00pm 
 

September 

1 Deadline for entries into The Buckeye Disciple 

2-4 Disciples Fellowship Retreat @ Camp Christian 

5 Labor Day, RCO Closed 

8 Congregational Transformation Team @ RCO 10am 

9-11 Ohio Women’s Ministries Fall Retreat @ Camp 

13 Personnel Committee @ RCO 10:00am 

14 Regional Church Office Staff Meeting 

16 Regional Elders Meeting @ RCO 10am – 3pm 

16-18 Ohio Disciple Men’s Fall Retreat @ Camp Christian 

20 Commission on Ministry @ Northwest CC, Columbus 

20 “Growing Disciples” Webinar @ 7:00pm 

24 CYF Commission @ Camp Christian 

26 Finance Committee @ RCO 10:00am 
 

October 

4 Executive Committee Meeting @ RCO 

4 Webinar @ 7:00pm 

5-6 DOC/UCC Partnership Standing Workshop @ Camp 

8 Commission on Ministry Conference for Currently  

  Licensed Ministers @ Camp Christian 

11 Personnel Committee Conference Call @ 10:00am 

12 Regional Church Office Staff Meeting 

13-16 NERF Gathering @ Camp Christian 

18 Commission on Ministry @ Northwest CC, Columbus 

18 Webinar @ 7:00pm 

18-20 Interim Ministers Training @ Camp Christian 

22-23 Regional Church Council Retreat 

24 Interim Ministers Working Group Fall Workshop 

25 Ohio Disciples Extension Corporation @ RCO 10am 

26 Anti Racism Training for New Ministers @ Camp 

27 Ethical Boundaries Training for Ministers @ Camp 

28-29 Regional Church Council Meeting at Camp Christian  
 

RCO = Regional Church Office 

* Online Registration is now available 
For the full Regional Calendar- http://www.ccinoh.org/calendar/regional.aspx 

https://www.ccinoh.org/events_details.aspx?id=159
http://www.disciples.org/GeneralAssembly/RegistrationHousing/tabid/528/Default.aspx
http://ccinoh.org/events_details.aspx?id=154
https://www.ccinoh.org/events_details.aspx?id=155
https://www.ccinoh.org/events_details.aspx?id=160
https://www.ccinoh.org/events_details.aspx?id=161
https://www.ccinoh.org/events_details.aspx?id=156
https://www.ccinoh.org/events_details.aspx?id=162
http://www.ccinoh.org/calendar/regional.aspx
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Is your congregation or district 

doing  something amazing?  Tell 

us about it!!  ccio@ccinoh.org 

Disciples Fellowship Labor Day Retreat 
September 2-4, 2011 at Camp Christian. 

Our program this retreat will be "Hiram Farm". 

We will have a representative from the farm to 

talk to us about this new facility for autistic 

adults in Hiram, Ohio. Come and join us for a 

fun-filled weekend with Christians of all ages 

from around the state. More information can 

be found on the ccinoh website, or by contacting Bev Sa-

jna  440-590-2488/  sajhome81@yaho.com. 

Advance Ministries Exploring  

“Things in the Bible”  

     With the summer upon us, Ad-

vance Ministries, Ohio’s ministry for 

Young Adults age 18-29, is preparing 

for yet another amazing outing at 

Camp Christian.  

     Advance Ministries weeklong 

conference will be held August 14-21 at Camp Christian.  

     We have planned 7 awesome days of keynote speakers, 

Bible study, small group discussions, conferee led worship, deli-

cious meals, swimming, dancing, singing, movies and not nearly 

enough sleeping. All of the activities during the week will focus 

around this year’s theme of “Things in the Bible.” 

     Have you ever wondered how it was the Bible came to be? 

What does it mean to say that something, “made it into the 

Bible?” Have you ever read a crazy story in the Bible and won-

dered "How in the world did that get in there?" Or maybe you 

have wondered about what the Bible says about sexuality, fair-

ness, families, or even how it could possibly relate to your life. 

     This year we'll be tackling some of these questions and 

more! With the help of our keynote speakers, each day we’ll 

explore a little more on the journey that is our relationship 

with the Bible. 

     The Keynote speakers for the year are Rev. Allen Harris, 

Rev. Margo Conner, Rev. Jim Bane, Rev. John Rumburg, Rev. 

David Turner, Rev. Audrey Conner, and Elena Huegel, Global 

Ministries Missionary to the Shalom Center in Chile. In addition 

our Bible study will be lead by Rev. Dr. LaTaunya Bynum.  

     Don’t miss out on the chance to spend a week at Camp 

Christian this summer. All men and women between the ages 

of 18-29 (at least one year out of high school) are invited. We 

would, of course, love for conferees to take part in the entire 

event, but let’s face it we’re all busy people. Don’t let that hold 

you back from coming to camp this summer, even if its just for 

a few days or the weekend. I promise you won’t  regret it!  

     If you or someone you know are looking to register online 

for Advance Conference please visit http://www.ccinoh.org/

events_details.aspx?id=162 /. Scholarships are available for 

those in need. You can also visit the Advance Conference page 

on Facebook by go to: https://www.facebook.com/group.php?

gid=4731339468.  
 

We'll see you at camp!  
  

Your 2011 officers,  

Miguel Taveras, Erin McKinney Morse and Alan Dicken. 

Can’t be in Nashville?  

Watch General Assembly worship online! 

     Preparations are being made to stream live video of worship 

at the 2011 General Assembly on July 9-13 in Nashville, Tenn. 

Disciples from around the globe will be able to “virtually” par-

ticipate in all worship services, the “Sing It!” concert, the State 

of the Church message presented by General Minister and 

President Sharon Watkins, and the “Tell It” testimonies hosted 

by Disciples preacher Fred Craddock. 

     Streaming video will be available 30 minutes prior to the 

scheduled start of each event, with the exception of the State 

of the Church. Anyone can watch live video from the Assembly 

at www.disciples.org/ga or on the Christian Church (Disciples 

of Christ) Facebook page at www.facebook.com/

christianchurchdoc. Video of each event will be available on 

demand from the General Assembly web site until July 20, 

2011. Streamed events from the Assembly will include: 

 

 Opening Worship on Sat., July 9, at 7:30pm (video begins 

at 7:00pm); 

 HIV/AIDS Healing Service on Sun., July 10, at 8:30am (video 

begins at 8:00am); 

 State of the Church on Sun., July 10, at 2:30pm (video be-

gins at 2:20pm); 

 “Sing It!” Concert on Sun., July 10, at 7:00pm (video begins 

at 6:30pm); 

 Emergent Worship on Mon., July 11, at 7:30pm (video be-

gins at 7:00pm); 

 “Tell It!” Testimonies on Tues., July 12, at 7:30pm (video 

begins at 7:00pm); 

 Commissioning Worship on Wed., July 13, at 7:30pm 

(video begins at 7:00pm). 

 

     All times are in Central Time. For more information such 

as system requirements to view the video, go to 

http://bit.ly/ga11live or visit www.disciples.org/ga and click on 

the “Video” link. To read more about worship and other 

events, visit http://bit.ly/ga11worship 

mailto:ccio@ccinoh.org
mailto:sajhome81@yaho.com
http://advanceministry.org/
http://advanceministry.org/
https://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=4731339468
https://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=4731339468
http://www.disciples.org/ga
http://www.facebook.com/christianchurchdoc
http://www.facebook.com/christianchurchdoc
http://bit.ly/ga11live
http://www.disciples.org/ga
http://bit.ly/ga11worship%20
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Missionary Elena Huegel in Ohio 

     We sincerely hope that everyone around the 

Region will get the opportunity to hear Elena 

speak during her time in Ohio.  Here is her itin-

erary while she is here. 
 

     September 9-10: Ohio Women’s Ministries 

Retreat at Camp Christian, 10299 Maple Dell Road, Marysville, 

43040.  Contact: Rev. Dr LaTaunya Bynum: 614-433-0343 
                              

    September 11: United Christian Church, 8611 Hoke Road, 

Clayton, 45315  Contact: Teresa Bihl, 937-554-6542 - 10 am 

worship, 11:15 am worship, 1 pm Luncheon with program 
 

     September 12: Karl Road Christian Church, 5400 Karl 

Rd., Columbus, 43229 Contact: Pastor Margot Connor 614-888

-3444 - 7 pm Program and then dessert 
 

     September 14: Steuben Congregational UCC, 1307 Steu-

ben Square, Steuben, 44890  Contact Garland John Gates, 419-

933-7129 - 5:30 pm Potluck, 7 pm Program 
 

     September 15: Eastern Association of Ohio Conference 

UCC at Zion UCC, 203 N. Butler, 43804 Contact Rev. Sharon 

Jacobsen: 330-897-6855 - 6 pm Dinner, 7 pm Program 
 

     September 17: Crown Point Ecological Center, 3220 Ira 

Rd., Bath, 44210 Contact: Ellen Otto, 330-668-8992 - 5:15 pm - 

5:45pm Gathering (music and lemonade), 5:45 - Labyrinth 

Walk, 6:30 pm Potluck supper 7:30 pm Program 
 

     September 18: Disciples Christian Church, 3663 Mayfield 

Rd., Cleveland Heights, OH 44121 Contact Bonnie Goldner: 

330-468-1813 -  9 am Contemporary, 11 am Traditional wor-

ship, 10:10 am Sunday school with program 
 

     September 19: Franklin Circle Christian Church, 1688 

Fulton Rd. Cleveland, OH 44113 Contact: Pastor Allen Harris: 

216-781-8232; 6:30 Reception for Elena, 7 pm Program 
 

     September 20: UCC Brown Bag Lunch at UCC National 

Offices, 700 Prospect Ave., Cleveland, 44115 Contact: Jan 

Aerie: 216-736-3204 - 12 - 1:30 pm. Bring a lunch and listen to 

Elena's program 
 

     September 20: Fellowship UCC,  30040 Ridge Rd, Wick-

liffe, 44092; Rev. Karen Farthing: 216-235-3702 - 6 pm Dinner, 

7 pm Program 
 

     September 21: Christian Temple, 940 W. Fifth Street, 

Lorain, 44052;  Contact Pastor Brad Donahue: 440-244-5883 - 

6 pm Potluck, 7 pm Program 
 

     September 22: Ohio Delegation Reunion at FCC Stow, 

3493 Darrow Rd, Stow, 44224 Contact: Rev. Jonathan Rum-

burg: 330-688-4450 - 6 - 8 pm  Visit and conversation with 

Elena for all past participants of the Ohio Delegation to Chile. 
 

     September 24: Hiram Farm Living and Learning Commu-

nity, 11571 Garfield Road, Hiram, 44234 Contact: Rev. Roger 

McKinney: 330-569-7697 Hiram Farm Festival 10 am to 3 pm - 

Elena will give a morning and afternoon presentation and be 

available for informal visits. 
 

     September 25: FCC Stow, 3493 Darrow Rd, Stow, 44224 

Contact: Rev. Jonathan Rumburg: 330-688-4450 - 8:30, 10 am 

worship, 9:30 am Sunday School with program 

Perry Christian Church 

     April 17th was cold and threatening to rain.  But that did not 

detour Perry Christian Church, led by Rev. Janet Mers, from 

celebrating Palm Sunday by processing to the property they had 

purchased approximately 20 years ago.  The 2008 plans to build 

a new church were finally underway.  Judy Bartlett, an Elder at 

Perry Christian Church, says it like this.  “Hosanna in the High-

est!  What a glorious sight to behold.  We left our old church 

building singing “Prepare Ye the Way” waving palm branches as 

we carpooled to our new church at 3270 Call Rd.  How ex-

cited the congregation was to finally see the inside of the new 

church building. We each wrote a favorite bible scripture on 

the floor.  After the floor is carpeted, we can say we are stand-

ing on the word of God.  Before we wrote our scripture, we 

had our very first communion service in our new 

church.  What an inspiring and enthusiastic filled day –we could 

feel the Spirit of God throughout the whole church.” Perry 

Christian Church looks forward to meeting and greeting the 

community at their August 7, 2011 open house, when they 

celebrate their 182nd anniversary. 

Commissioned Ministers 
     The General Assembly of 2009 passed resolution #0922 

that laid the foundation for the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) New Order of Ministry document: Theological Founda-

tions and Policies and Criteria for the Ordering of Ministry of 

the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) . This New Ordering 

of Ministry document went into effect on August 1, 2011.  It 

creates two educational tracks of preparation for Ordination 

and changes the title of “Licensed Minister” to 

“Commissioned Minister”. 

     On October 8, 2011 at Camp Christian, The Christian 

Church in Ohio’s Commission on Ministry will hold a 

“Commissioned Ministers’ Conference”. This special con-

ference is designed to fully orient all Commissioned Ministers 

to the New Order of Ministry. This will also be a time of colle-

giality and discernment of God’s call for the Office of Commis-

sioned Ministers. Please mark your calendars. All Commis-

sioned Ministers are expected to attend.  Visit the Christian 

Church in Ohio website (www.ccinoh.org) in the coming 

months for more information and to register. 

http://www.mapquest.com/maps?city=Clayton&state=OH&address=8611+Hoke+Road&zipcode=45315
http://www.mapquest.com/maps?city=Clayton&state=OH&address=8611+Hoke+Road&zipcode=45315
http://www.disciples.org/Portals/0/PDF/2009TFPCOM.pdf
http://www.disciples.org/Portals/0/PDF/2009TFPCOM.pdf
http://www.disciples.org/Portals/0/PDF/2009TFPCOM.pdf
http://www.ccinoh.org
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First Annual Faith 

and Fitness Walk 

and Run 
     New Horizon Christian 

Church’s First Annual Faith 

and Fitness 1 Mile Walk/5 K 

Run was a huge success as 

thirty-five people ranging in 

age from toddler to 70’s 

came out on a beautiful spring morning. Each participant was 

cheered on and received a medal upon completion of their 

route. This event capped off a year-long Faith and Fitness em-

phasis at the church which included a fitness course led by a 

licensed physical therapist, a children’s movement class led by a 

University of Akron dance graduate, lectures by Summa doc-

tors, and other programs all designed to encourage the church 

and surrounding neighborhood to embrace a healthier lifestyle 

as an expression of their Christian faith. 

     “We were thrilled with the response to our first walk/run. 

Our goal for next year is to invite other District #3 churches 

to join us and to make our event a fundraiser for the Cleveland 

Christian Home,” said Jim Bane, Pastor of New Horizons. 

New Song Community 

Church, Columbus 

 

Let Us Tell You Who We Are 

     In the northeastern corridor of 

Columbus, we gather for worship 

every Thursday for “Happy Hour,” 

our Jazz Gospel worship service, 

and once a month on Sunday. On the last Thursday of every 

month, we worship on our feet in community service at Faith 

Mission with the men and women in need of food and shelter 

or at the Scioto Juvenile Correctional Facility or on relationship 

with seniors at the Villa Angela Care Center. Since Thanksgiv-

ing Day in 2009, we have prepared and served food to more 

than 1200 men and women.                  

     We are a gift and a giving. We are servants. We are artists, 

poets and artisans, musicians and painters, loud and quiet, pro-

gressive Christian leaders and followers, redeemed and chang-

ing, renewed and reformed, faithful and free, prodigal sons and 

daughters, products of love, for the church, authorized by the 

Holy Spirit.  

     We are those who are innocent and those who are wise. 

We are those who are accepted and those who are shunned 

for no good reason. We are American and Honduran and Hai-

tian and White and African-American, dressed in all the glori-

ous hues of ethnicity and all the fascinating textures of genetics. 

We are refugees and disciples, students of Jesus, eager to learn, 

growing in grace. We are theological refugees, more committed 

to God and to community than our notions of God and com-

munity. We are learning and leaning on tradition and truth with 

commas and periods and new traditions to punctuate our com-

mon life. We are a part of the Christian Church, DOC and the 

United Church of Christ. 

     We are grateful and very much mindful that we do not jour-

ney alone but alongside an incredible network of congregations 

in covenant in Ohio. Our community is blessed by the collec-

tive wisdom of lay leaders and ordained clergy, experiences 

with former congregations, intimate knowledge of loneliness 

and judgment that fuels our compassion and a cloud of wit-

nesses larger and more wonderful than we have language to 

describe. In short, we are a new song in concert with the new 

song God is singing through your congregation. We would not 

be here without you.  Thank you in advance for your generous 

Pentecost offering!   

Disciples are Serving in Delaware, Ohio! 
     For over a year now, as part of the vision for the new 

church in Delaware, there has been a Free Store being housed 

in the Old Dining Hall at Camp Christian.  The mission is quite 

simple: to get items people are no longer using and house them 

at Camp.  Then, have those in need come get those items at no 

charge.  As we redistribute items, which is also great for the 

environment, we are building great relationship with people in 

the community.  

     This spring was particularly inspiring.  Although there has 

been reorganization for the new church in Delaware, the Free 

Store served more people than ever!  We served 19 families, 

with a total of over 50 people!  How amazing!  The sprit is very 

much alive in Delaware. 

mailto:ccio@ccinoh.org


Photo Published 
     Thanks, in part, to skills learned at last year’s “Adventure 

Camp:  Photo Safari”, Tim Tyler, of North Eaton Christian 

Church (Grafton), had his photo of a golden-bellied mangabey 

selected as the Cleveland MetroParks Zoo’s Photo Safari Pic of 

the Month (May).  He won four passes to Kalahari Water Park 

and will be in the running for the grand prize, with the winner 

to be announced in November.  His photo can be seen online 

on the Zoo’s “Roar Report” blog, (http://www.clemetzoo.com/

zblog/default.asp?Display=373) and will also be included in a 

display with other Photo Safari winners at the Zoo’s Primate 

House at the close of this year’s contest.  
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Elders Workshop 
Saturday, September 24, 2011 

9:00am - 3:00pm 

Central Christian Church, Wooster 

     Featuring Verity Jones, Former Publisher 

and Editor of DiscipleWorld magazine,      

Wabash Pastoral Leadership Program,      

Wabash College New Media Project, and 

Union Theological Seminary.  

     Registration (including lunch) only $20.00 

per person if received by August 1st. 

     For more information, including how to register, contact 

the Church at 330-262-4652 or kevin@cccwooster.org. 

     *Spanish language translators will be provided for this event. 25th Anniversary Fall Celebration of the 

Buckeye Chapter   
Save the Date!  October 15th 
 

     On Saturday, October 15, 2011 the Buckeye Chapter of the 

National Church Library Association will celebrate their 25th 

Anniversary.  There will be speakers scheduled, workshops, 

library vendors, and Christian authors who will autograph and 

sell their books. 
  
What is the Buckeye Chapter? 
  
     The Buckeye Chapter began as a result of a Columbus In-

terdenominational Church Library conference held at Peace 

Lutheran Church (Gahanna, OH), held in the spring of 1986.  It 

was organized and run by a group of O.S.U. library employees 

with the help of several people from Peace Lutheran.  There 

was not any budget and did not have any idea of how many 

people would attend but God seemed to be leading us.  We 

didn't even have a list of churches or their addresses.  We each 

took a portion of the yellow page church listings in the tele-

phone book and hand addressed envelopes.  A member of the 

congregation helped reproduce the conference flier and Peace 

Lutheran's church council liaison talked to the church council 

into appropriating the money for postage to do the mailing.  It 

was a huge leap of faith for a small handful of O.S.U. library 

employees.  Over 100 people registered and attended the con-

ference.  There was a group who attended that decided to start 

the Buckeye Chapter. 

     We are inviting church librarians from Ohio to attend the 

Buckeye Chapter’s Fall Anniversary Celebration.  This is an 

opportunity to bring together church librarians from around 

the state to show the history of the Buckeye Chapter and to 

show other church librarians how being a part of this organiza-

tion can benefit your church library.  If your church doesn't 

have a church library, your Christian Education Director may 

know of someone who would enjoy starting one. 

     The O.S.U. group that did the Interdenominational Confer-

ence back in 1986 worked very hard, and the conference was a 

success.  God was a huge part of all of this. 

     In the past the Buckeye Chapter has offered workshops, 

trips to other libraries, speakers, library technology and creat-

ing a church library policy, informational brochures to name a 

few.   

     Are you interested?  Contact Karen Lewis: 

klewis323@gmail.com and SAVE THE DATE!  

 

Winning Float 
For the first time, First Christian Church, Cuyahoga Falls en-

tered a float for the Cuyahoga Falls Memorial Day Parade.  

They won first place in the float category!  This float was to 

advertise for their summer fine arts camp, ADAM's Kids which 

is an acronym for Art, Drama, and Music.   

Congregations  

Collaborate 

     On January 30th about 

45 members of Fifth Chris-

tian Church, Cleveland 

worshiped with the Con-

gregation at Westlake 

Christian Church, West-

lake.  On March 27th 

about 45 members of Westlake's congregation worshiped with 

Fifth Christian. Each congregation rented a bus to facilitate 

transportation to the other church.   For both services they 

worshiped in the style of the host church, combined the music 

styles, and traded pastors for the sermons.  The Rev. Dr. Jack 

Sullivan Jr. preached at Westlake, and the Rev. James Yost 

preached at Fifth.  Both services were followed by a wonderful 

meal and fellowship.  

     This was a starting place for collaboration between the two 

churches which has seen fruit in several ways already. The in-

tent was to invite the two congregations - which are somewhat 

divergent in culture and style of worship, but are experiencing 

similar challenges with transformation and "Vision vs. Struc-

ture", as Dr. Sullivan put it - to experience connection that 

comes only through worshiping with sisters and brothers in 

Christ, laughing, and sharing a meal together. 

http://www.clemetzoo.com/zblog/default.asp?Display=373
http://www.clemetzoo.com/zblog/default.asp?Display=373
mailto:kevin@cccwooster.org
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Chi Rho Rally 

Save the Date! 

 

November 12th  

10am to 3pm at 

Camp Christian 

For Youth in 

Grades 6, 7, and 8 
 

Join with other 

Chi Rho groups 

from around the state for a 

day of fun, food and fellowship.  
 

Adult leaders will be needed to help lead activities. 

 

Registration Forms Coming Soon!!! 

Growing Disciples 
     On November 5, 2011, there 

will a Regional Church Congrega-

tional Transformation Conference 

hosted by Disciples Christian Church 

in Cleveland Heights, Ohio, where 

Rev. Kris Eggert, serves as Senior 

Pastor. The theme for the conference 

is “Growing Disciples”. The key-

note speaker is Dr. Randy Updegraff 

Spleth, Senior Minister of Geist Christian Church in Indianapo-

lis, Indiana. The congregation is a growing, dynamic community 

of faith, committed to excellence in programming and facility 

with a passion for service and outreach.  

     The conference will feature dynamic workshops on impor-

tant areas on congregational life. Workshop topic and leaders 

include: Stewardship: Rev. Bruce A. Barkhauer, Minister for 

Faith and Giving; Ohio; Urban Ministry/Social Justice Issues: 

Rev. Allen Harris, Pastor of Franklin Circle Christian Church; 

Evangelism and Worship: Dr. Robin Hedgeman; Outreach: 

Dr. Janet Long, Senior Pastor of Washington Ave. Christian 

Church, Long Range Planning: Dr. Jim Singleton, Senior Pas-

tor of First Christian Church in Wadsworth, Ohio. 

     Please mark your calendars and visit the Christian Church in 

Ohio website (www.ccinoh.org) for more information and to 

register. 

http://www.ccinoh.org

